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PIX PRODUCTION’S DIPSY-DOOD 





Wall St.'s Speculative’ Status Tag 
For Pix Cues Hot Duel With H'wood | 


Duel between Wall street’s finan- + 
cial pundits and film industry biggies 
over the nature of the motion pic- 


“ture business is growing hotter, with 


outside investors’ coin as the stake. 
Wrangle stems from the question 
whether the making of pix is any- 
more speculative than that of any 
other commodity, with the financial 
wizards in the affirmative. Per- 
sistence of the latter in their stance 
has peeving pix toppers determined 
to take steps to counteract the 
prejudice raised in the public’s mind 
by Wall street, 

Latest instance of the anti-films 
bias, and typical of the street's 
thinking, according to trade circles, 
is Standard & Poor's. survey of the 
industry, which again tabs it as 
“speculative.” Opining on individual 
companies’ stocks, S & P comments 
on Paramount: “While greatly 
strengthened finances haVe improved 
the quality of the common stock, the 
nature of the industry makes the 
issue speculative.” S§ & P report 
cencedes the plaint of many film 
ote that “movie shares have 
turned in a sub- ~average market per- 
formance recently” but differs on its 
cause, 

~Gripe of major pic companies’ top 

(Continued on page 22) 


Negro Theme Stirs 
Film Story Editors 
On Sinc Lewis Book 


Leak to film company story edi- 
tors during the past few weeks of 
Subject matter of Sinclair Lewis's 
new book, “Kingsblood Royal,” 
hasn't dampened the competition 
among studios for a first gander at 
the novel. It has undoubtedly made 
a lot ef execs gulp a few times, 
however, in considering it as story 





~ material for the sereen. 


Yarn is about a “superior-type” 
gent who, in delving into his family 
tree, suddenly discovers that he has 
Part-Negro blood. Plot then hinges 
on the switching around of values | 
in his mind as he attempts to adjust 
himself to this revelation. 

Lewis book is to be published by | 
Random House in late May, with the 
manuscript now said to be reposing 
in the publisher’s safe, while story 

(Continued on page 56) 


MORGAN BALLY AIN’T 
FUNNY IN BRIDGEPORT 


Bridgeport, Feb. 4. 
Exploitation stunt by Eversharp 
and WNAB, local ABC station, in 
behalf of Henry Morgan show, drew 
police censure after Bridgeport main 
stem broke out in a rash. of rogues 
gallery signs bearing Morgan photo 
and carrying the legend: 
“Warning: This man is after Cros- 
y.” small type telling of Morgan’s 
air schedule. 
Terry McGough, WNAB. station 
boss, and Ray Marcus of Eversharp 
were told off at police headquarters 








Price’s $3: Audition 


A radio audition in which the 
public pays to get in will be tried 
out at Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 22, 
when Georgie Price gives a one-man 
concert. Price, vet vauder, cafe 
entertainer and musical comedy: per- 
former, is throwing the concert at a 
$3 top in which he hopes to demon- 
strate in the one-hour show that his 
material is acceptable to radio. 


famous showmen including Al Jolson, 
Eddie Cantor and George Jessel as 


well as a lecture on showbusiness, 
} 


Pic Firms Jarred 
Plenty by Bway 
Flops They B.R.'d 


Film companies which have tossed 
coin into backing Broadway legiters 
have suffered along with the rest of 
the angeling contingent in the high 
percentage of flops this season. 
Hollywood had investments in five 
shows which preemed during the 
1946-47 stanza, only three of which 
are now running. One is “It Takes 
Two,” which teed off Monday (3) 
night with $50,000 of RKO coin in it. 
It got notices which makes its stay 
dubious, 

Also on the debit side are “Park 
Avenue,” which went down with 
$80,000 in Paramount. money, and 
“Barnaby,” in which RKO had 
$20,000, Profit side is represented by 
a pair of solid hits, “Years Ago,” 
backed by Paramount to the tune of 
$12,000, and “Happy Birthday,” in 
which 20th-Fox has $20,000. 

Among previous season entries 
still runnigg and’ paying dividends 
to film companies are “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” backed by 20th; 

(Continued on page 56) 


‘Stalin Biog Floppo In 
European Theatres 


Prague, Feb, 4. 
Soviet super-epic, “Life of Stalin,” 
is doing a floppela at film b.o.s 
throughout much of Europe. Despite 
;}all sorts of hypos, 
been unable to generate much en- 








| 





and have been forced to fill houses 
via paper handed out to factory 
workers. In some cases they've 
even supplied transportation to take 
groups to the shows. 





propaganda blunder that has con- 
!tinued to mitigate against it. Soviets 


imas Day. That seemed the height 
of bad taste to many devout Euro- 


Price will offer his impressions of | 


Russians have | 


Film teed off to a psychological | get red behind the ears when they 





t 





thusiasm among potential audiences | 


—_—_____—_— 


AWOOD Welbon 








By ABEL GREEN 


Hollywood, Feb. 4, 

The Hollywood film production 
seene at this moment is so uncertain 
that the entire structure has the in- 
dustry in a state which borders on 
confusion, ‘The reasons for this un- 
sureness are perhaps best summed 
up by Louis B. Mayer, Metro’s studio 
chief, 


of money Balaban & Katz used to 
make in the old days, that’s when 
he started to worry,” Mayer avers. 
“The B&K bunch grossed a million 
and a quarter one week, and it was 
then that Katz cracked, ‘If we make 
that kind of money, how much 
money can we lose if things go bad?” 

That’s the keynote of the picture 
business at ‘the moment. Having 
made so much in the lush wartime 
boom years, the idea now is to keep 
making it and not lose too much of 
the ground gained. 

The conclusion, therefore, is that 
only top product will have the best 
chance in the coming selective buy- 
ing market. All studios are agreed 

(Continued on page 62) 


Allen to Stay On 
Despite Censors 


Despite his comment of several 
months back that he would probably 
exit from radio at the end of the 
current season, it’s figured that Fred 
Allen will be checking in for Stand- 
ard Brands at the usual time next 
fall. For one thing, the Allen brand 
of humor has paid off this season 
with unprecedented ratings, and it’s 
a cinch that his sponsor will woo 
him into the fold at any cost. 

Those close to the comedian say 
that whatever qualms he has about 
continuing the kilocycle stint stems 
chiefly from the NBC censorship 
snarls, which in recent weeks have 
out-snarled all previous snarls. One 
of Allen’s writers maintains that 
there are now eight guys at NBC 
hdaqs. who are having a field day 
with the script and that, since it’s 
the only top NBC comedy show orig- 
inating in New York, the web’s con- 
tinuity acceptance boys in Manhat* 
tan are making a super-production 
out of it. Allen himself has argued 
that you can’t stay on the air 14 
years by resorting to dirt. 

NBC’s position is: Allen 
Allen, it’s taking no chances. 


Neon Vs. Red Lights 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Theatre operators in these parts 





or no 





read the section of the California 


| Child Labor Laws dealing with the | 
preemed it day-and-date in a large | 
number of European cities on Christ- | 


employment of messenger boys. 
Under the 


“to the keeper of a house of pros- 


being informed that posters violated | peans to whom the Soviet premiere | titution, variety theatre or any other 


au ordinance. 


‘and Christmas Day just didn’t mix. 


place of questionable repute.” 


JUSTMENTs 














Ratio Cold-Shoulders Whodunits 


In Bow to Crime-Wave Reformers 


| . + 


' Devoted—Remember? | ,,®*c'o “not of coast 

o-coast criticism from social or- 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. | ganizations, etc., have reached the 

Biggest howl the Senator theatre | saturation point on the major net- 

has probably ever heard came in | works, Today the inner sanctum 

the Screen Snapshots short on same | | boys on the webs, in an effort to get 

bill with the Rex Harrison picture, | loff the hook, are turning a cold 
“Notorious Gentleman,” | sheuider to the bang-banz stuff. 

Sound track on the short said: The decision to soft-pedal the 

“Wherever vou see Laraine Day, | crime-doesn’t-pay sagas has come at 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


Radio whodunits, target of coast- 


“When Sam Katz saw. the amount | YOU will see her husband, Ray Hen- a time when sponsors have been 


| dricks, too. They are one of Holly- | falling over each other in a bid to 


wood’s most devoted couples.” |grab one for a quick audience pay- 

The screams drowned out the sub- | off. In most instances the crime 
sequent dialog for what seemed like | packages are the lowest budgeted of 
minutes. ‘the commereial network airers, and 


| they’ ve all become “rating-stealers”, 

. |giving the advertiser his biggest per 
Six Plays Shape point payoff in radio today. 

D 5 OSSI c losing the client to another network. 

“ As such, CBS translated into a 

'dollars-and-cents ¢urnaway the note 

Zer mners « caution sounded last fall at the 





having nixed a commercial bid for 
a half-hour mystery airer on the 
grounds that the network has enough 
of ’em even though its action meant 








CBS. has already gone into action, 
(Continued on page 22) 











Although all plays arriving on A 
Broadway up to the end of March | Of 
are eligible for the Pulitzer prize, Morris fice Prepares 
to whether the winner will or will 
not be among the season’s crop as of 
as pos For Sale as Maestro 
sibilities and at least one, due nex Sas 
month, should be considered by the | Hollywood, Feb, 4. 
: ing 10-year-old Joey Preston, drume- 
(Continues en page 21) mer prodigy, for a theatre tour, 
9 7 
not be sold as a novelty alone but 
Boake Carter S Sister | will be peddled as a legitimate mu- 
Minneapolis, Feb. 4. him, and musically sharp, he is ex- 
Sheelah Carter, sister of the late| pected to hold his own out front 
week over WTCN as a news analyst.| Ted Ryan, his manager, and the 
Her voice is said to resembie that of |} Motris agency are now working out 
gree. draw. He'll be spotted before a band 
Daily noon Large 3 are being | om weekend dates in the surround- 
here and will a eard over a net-/| ballrooms where there is no liquor 
work of Minnesota and Wisconsin | sold, in a combination grooming and 


there already is some speculation as 10-Year-Old D : er 

now. Six plays are regarded as pos- 

Pulizer jury too. There is always | William Morris agency is ready- 

leading his own band. Moppet will 

Now a News Analyst ‘cr. "vanasmen who have heard 

Boake Carter, makes her debut this | in solos. 

her late brother to an amazing de-/|a system of testing the kid's b.o, 

sponsored by K Koil mattresses|ing territory, playing clubs and 

stations. barometer -reading. 























The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 











and Choir 


Cenducted by 





statutes it is a mis-} 
demeanor to send a minor messenger | 





) Phil Spitalny 


Sundays, 4:30 p.m. EST 
CBS Network 
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Show 


Business Sharply Divided On 


Pan-American Copyright Pact Due 
To Come Up for Senate Scramble 


Show biz is divided into hotly 
eonfiicting camps on the proposed 
Pan-American copyright agreement 
which comes up shortly for a Sena- 
torial going-over in Washington. 
Split eame into the open over the 
weekend when opposing wings of 
the amusement industry clashed over 
probable effects of the treaty dur- 
ing hearings before the Section of 
Jnternational Law of the American 
Bar Assn. 

Entertainment branches that cus- 
tomarily buy material and music to 
present in a different medium pre- 
dicted that the treaty would dump 
the domestic applecart while groups 
repping for composers, authors and 
publishers were all for it. Agree- 
ment reached during summer ses- 
sions in Washington of all western 
hemisphere nations requires two- 
thirds Senate ratification before 
adoption. 

Ranging against the agreement 
were Ful on ‘Brylawski, of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn.; 
general counsel for 
Assn. of Broadcasters; Benjamin 
Stern, of the American Book Pub- 
lishers Assn.; Edward A. Sargoy, 
chairman of the Pattern, Trademark 


and Copyright committee of the 
ARA, and a number of recording 
companies. Ring’s. opposite corner 


held Herman Finkelstein, attorney 
for the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers; John 
Shulman of the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn., and Sidney Fleischer, 
repping, the Authors’ League. 
Inequity Alleged 

The treaty was scored as granting 
royalty rights to Latinos on jukebox 
performances and freeing them from 


the provision which requires licens- | 


ing of compositions at 2c per-record 
or copy. Chief point made was that 
Yank composers would still be 
bound by these copyright strictures, 
(Continued on page 18) 


Vets Administration 
In Film Biz Talks On 
Product for Hospitals 


Washington, Feb. 4. 





Officials of the Veterans Admin- | 


istration meet with reps of the film 
distributors and Motion Picture 
Assn. in New York, Feb. 11-12 to 
work out contracts for the lease of 
pix to the veterans hospitals. Ses- 
sions are to be held at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 


Frank Petty, | 
the National | 





y 
af 


| Kaufman to Meg for U-I 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

} Film directorial bow for George 
|S. Kaufman is likely to be at Uni- 
| versal-International in “The Sena- 
|tor Was Indiséreet,” a political satire. 

Picture will. be produced by Nun- 
nally Johnson from a screenplay by 
| Charles MacArthur. 





Big Show Biz 
Aid Aimed At 
Brotherhood 


Show biz is expected to back the 
the annual “Brotherhood Week” in 
an unprecedented manner this year, 
with all phases of the entertainment 
field having already pledged their 
full support. Week, from Feb. 16-23, 
is sponsored. by the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews. 


Highlighting the drive for better 
|understanding among all races in the 
'U. S. is the new song penned by 
iIrving Berlin especially for the 
| campaign. Titled “Help Me to Help 
|My Neighbor,” the tune will be 
| played on several top radio shows 
| during the week and recording will 
|be made of it by several top stars. 
Kenny Baker has already been 
| pacted to wax the song for Decca 
jand Frank Sinatra will do it for 
| Columbia. All proceeds from sheet 
j}and record sales will be given by 
| Berlin to some as yet undesignated 
charity. : 











242ND WEEK! i 
| KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“This is it. No more worry about 
comedy. Murray's here and Holly- 


weegegw nim: ' shou Gale 
ST 
Hire Designer Whose A 


Is Tough to Pronounce 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Salvador Dali started something 





when he introduced Hollywood to 
| Art, with an upper-case “A Roy 
| Del Ruth goes even more so in his 
forthcoming production, “Mr. Gid- 
eon.” 


Hired to design the sets for the 
picture is Guy Panthe, New York 
exponent of Enxistentalism, which 
delves more deeply into the which- 


ness of the what. 





Concentration Camp DP’s 
Carry on Legit Activity 
To Keep Their Tale Alive 


Berlin, Feb. 4. 

There are two memorials at 
Bergen-Belsen—a stone slab recall- 
ing the tragedy of the mass deaths, 
and a living one, represented by the 
Kazet Theatre Players whose pro- 
duction re-enacts the tortures suf- 
fered by Jews at the hands of the 





Fiim industry is slated to back the 
|drive via a special trailer produced 
by David O. Selznick, which will be 
}spliced onto all five newsreels for 
| playing in every theatre in the coun- 
| try. Gene Kelly, Gregory Peck, Joan 
Bennett, Dick Powell, June Allyson 
,and Lionel Barrymore appear in the 
| short. In addition, the film industry 
committee, chairmanned by 20th- 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras, has con- 
ltacted all exhibs to take audience 
| pledges for funds during the week, 

(Continued on page 62) 


TONY MARTIN WOULD 





Among those to meet with the 


exchange spokesmen will be: A. S. 
Mason, assistant director for special 
services for VA; C. Bream, Jr., act- 
ing director of recreation; J. C. Cas- 


PLAY ‘PEPE’ IN MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
_ Agent-producer Nat Goldstone is 


sidy, chief of the motion picture di- | mulling a Broadway musical, “Pepe 


vision of VA; and David Palfrey- 


man, of MPA, 


LOUIS, LEE FOR B’WAY 





IN AMPUTEES PLAY 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Joe Louis and Canada Lee are! 
talking about co-producing a play 


|le Moko,” for Tony Martin, now 
freelancing since leaving Metro. 

Goldstone, who . co - produced 
“Bloomer Girl” with John C. Wilson 
on Broadway two seasons back, has 
the stage (also film remake) rights 
to the story from the original French 
|source. In America Walter Wanger 
| Produced it for pix as “Algiers.” 











based on an idea by the heavyweight 
champ. Titled “We Won the Peace— 
What Are You Going to Do About 
It?” (Louis’ own title), the play will 
eoncern amputees’ plight following 
the war. Louis and Lee, it’s under- 
stood, will star in the Broadway 
offering as well as producing. Wasserman on general powwows. 

Lee now is huddling with Abra- | Stein, as board chairman, is divest- 


Jules Stein Slated 


Jules C. Stein is due east in mid- 
February to join newly elected 
Music Corp. of America prexy Lew 











ham Polonsky on possibility of writ- ing himself of as much overhead 
ing the play. Plan calls for a mixed | 88 possible and devoting himself 
east, Louis’ idea being that the Army | Only to top-drawer deals. 
as well as amputation draws no color| Under the new operations pattern 
line. of MCA, the New York office has 
| been decentralized so as to permit 
concentration of functions under 
Paul Small to Wed departmental heads. Thus, David 
, , mye Werblin will head up radio, 
;not only in the east but nationally. 
Dore Schary S Sister |Larry Barnett heads orchestras and 
Paul Small, vaude producer and !Charles Miller is the general office 
agent, will marry Mrs. Lillian| head so as not to overburden Werb- 
Schary Waldman, sister of RKO | lin with multiple duties, as formerly, 
production chief Dore Schary, in| where he concerned himself with the 
Englewood, N. J. next Sunday (9).|N. Y. office in general, bands, acts, 
Mrs. Waldman is a wk. interior | etc., in addition to his talent deals. 
decorator in New York.” Incidentally, Stein (from Holly- 
Wedding will take place at the| wood) vehemently denied a pre- 
home of Judge Bert Vorsanger, a‘ viously published report that Werb- 
friend of both families, and -will be | lin and Hal Hackett (in radio on the 
followed by a cocktail reception at |Coast) were contemplating leaving 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. Mrs.; MCA for other ventures. These ex- 
Waldman has just been discharged |ecutives’ stakes in the company’s 
from the Medical Center, N. Y.,! profit-sharing plan alone would 
where she underwent an eye opera-|anchor them for three more years 
tion, at least. 





For N.Y. MCA Talks 


Nazis. 

Thirty displaced persons consti- 
| tute the Kazet (concentration camp) 
|Theatre at the Bergen-Belsen DP 
|} community which is administered by 
ithe United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration. Headed 
by Zami Feder of Zavierce, Poland, 
the group has produced plays, 
sketches, dances and song festivals 
which dramatize the horrors fa- 
miliar to all 11,000 inhabitants of 
the UNRRA centre. 

Feder carries a snapshot of him- 
self which he had on his person all 
during the war years. On the re- 
verse side, he had dotted down the 
dates he entered concentration 
camps. There are 12 on the list 
since May 13, 41. Belsen destruction 
camp—where his sister died in his 
arms after liberation—is the 12th. 

Though there were bans on ar- 
tistic productions in these camps, the 
dramatic producer discovered that 
the terror and exhaustion inspired 

(Continued on page 18) 


BERLIN DUE TO SET NEW 
20TH-FOX MUSICAL 


When Irving Berlin returns to 
New York next week from La 
Quinta, California desert 





will probably have 
filmusical via 20th-Fox. 


set 


Beverly Hills 
20th-Fox studio exec. 





Singers in 1-Night (Own) 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
New development for the 25 Eu- 
ropean opera stars of the United 
States Opera Co. who were stranded 
in Chicago first by lack of an angel, 
and later by decision of American 


Guild of Musical Artists, finally 
raises the uncertain curtain on 
impresario Ottavio Scotto’s group 


—but just for one night. 


Problem of how to pay for the 
boat ride home was solved by hav- 
ing singers perform at $6 top bene- 
fit, their own, at the Civic Opera 
House Feb. 5. Visitors have spent 
the past month cooling their heels 
and voices in a swanky hotel, with 
the tab supposedly being picked up 
by a printing magnate. After re- 
cent dark days during which time 
no one knew how the affair would 
end, latest news seems to have 
everybody happy. 








resort 
where he has been vacationing, he 
another 


Berlin has been house-guesting in 
with Joe Schenck, 


Benefit for Fare Home 


Evolution 


A press agent does a switch on 


A pocket magazine prints it. 
wood column. 

The Wall Street Journal runs it 

Another pocket magazine prints 


the same mag. 
The Pathfinder discovers it. 


for his next best-seller. 


Fourteen more house organs car 

A vaudeville comedian at Loew’ 
switch and restores the gag to its original form. 

A night club comedian tells ii—with bluish overtones. 

Bennett Cerf gets 57 different clippings of the gag and selects one 





Arnstein Wins Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Nicky Arnstein, former husband 
of Fanny Brice, was granted a judg- 
ment in M:nicipal Court for $1,102.50 
against Gerrit J. Lloyd, magazine 
writer. 

Plaintiff declared he turned over 
his life story to Lloyd, who sold it 
for $2,500 unc-cr the title, “King of 
the Gamesters.” 


U.S. Aide Supports 
Benton's Rap At 
U. S. Pix Abroad 


Washington, Feb. 4. 
Assistant Secretary of State Wil- 





Motion Picture Assn. recently for a 
speech in Chicago about the effect 
of our films overseas, got strong sup- 
port here last week on his point. 
Floyd Brooker, film head for the 
U.S. Office of Education, who served 
as film consultant for the U.S. dele 
gation at the Paris UNESCO confer- 
ence last December, said Benton was 
“only reporting, and reporting ac- 
curately” when he declared Europe 
feared the spread of “American cul- 
(Continued on page 31) 





of a Gag 


The house organ of a glue works prints a bright saying by the six- 
year-old prodigy of the general manager. 

A copywriter for a New York advertising agency reads the gag and 
tells it as an original at Toots Shor’s. 

An eavesdropping Broadway character gets an earful of it and 
gives an elaborated version in Jewish dialect at Lindy’s. 

Milton Berle and Henny Youngman overhear it simultaneously and 
tell the gag that same night.on their respective shows. 
Berle and Youngman accuse each other of stealing from each other!) 


(Next day 


the gag for Walter Winchell's col- 


umn, crediting the witticism to one of his celebrity accounts. 

Nine New York radio comedians pick it up and tell it on their pro- 
grams within the next three days. 

A Coast columnist does another switch on the gag for his Holly- 


Eight west coast radio comics use it within the following week 


in its “Pepper and Salt” column, 


Joe Laurie, Jr., relates it on “Can You Top This?” 


it—or it ig used a second time by 


ry it. 


s State on Broadway does: another 


Don Carle Gillette. 





U. §. Army Spokesman Scores 


Maas Statement on German Prod. 


> 


v 


Charges aired. by Irving Maas, 
veepee and general manager of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn., which 
scored the Allies for reviving Ger- 
man film production at too rapid a 
pace, were pooh-poohed this week 
the Major Harry Haller, public re- 
lations chief, Civil Affairs Division 
of the U. 8. Army. 


“In the entire American occupied 
territory not a single script sub- 
mitted so far by German film pro- 
ducers has been thought worthy 
enough for approval,” Haller de- 
clared. “What's more,” he added, “the 
Army’s policy towards German pro- 
duction is not Hollywood's business 
at all. It’s entirely up to General 
Lucius D. Clay, commander of the 
area, whose responsibility it is to 
determine what's to be done in films 
along with everything else.” 

Currently no pix are being made 


| by native producers in studios lo- 


cated in the U. S.-occupied sector, 
Haller disciosed. Originally, the 
Army planned the authorization of 
six native-produced features for 
1947, and 10 individual Germans 





liam Benton, who drew fire from the | 


were licensed for pic-making, four 
of these for shorts exclusively. Even 
|this low number came to naught 
‘when a factory containing most of 
| the rawstock available for home pro- 
duction recently burned down, he 
said. 

As to production activities in areas 
‘taken over by the Russians, British 
and French, no information is read- 
ily available to U. S. Army officials. 
Maas had claimed that between na- 
tive pic-making and that of the oc- 
cupying powers in Germany, between 
50 and 60 films would be turned out 
in “47. 








Robert Andrews 
Barney Balaban 
Joan Barton 
Irving Berlin 
Phyllis Calvert 
Vera Caspary 
Burt Champion 
Dane Clark 
Wendell Corey 
Joseph Cotten 
Homer Curran 
Ann Daggett 
Dorothy Dickson 
William Dieterle 
J. Cheever Cowdin 
W. J. Eadie 

Ed East 

Frank Farley 
Max Fellerman 
Dorothy Gish 
Herb Graffis 
Abel Green 


Freddie 


Sid Alexander 
Roy O. Disney 
Oscar A. Doob 
Charles Einfeld 
I. Freeman 
Arthur Michaud 


Arthur Dent 
Lew Grade 
John Grierson 
Oliver Hardy 
Kurt Jooss 


Europe 
Lucienne Boyer 
Noel Coward 
i Eve Curie 


- 





Curtis Mitchell 
Ted Morris 
Boris Morros 
William Lindsay-Gresham J. Carrol Naish 


N. Y. to L. A, 


James Grainger 
Howard Hertz 
Seaman Jacobs 
William Levy 
Riana Lynn 
Richard Morgan 


N. Y. to Europe 


George Leroy 
J. W. McAlpine 
Ivor Novello 
Dave E. Rose 
Stan Laurel 


Glynis Johns 
Arthur Lesser 
S. Sanger 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Douglas A. Henderson 
Allan Hersholt , 
Russell Holman 

Donald Hyde 

Alan Jackson 

Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Joseph McMillan Johnson 
Jennifer Jones 
Lem Jones 

Kay Kyser 

Mme. Karinska 
Jules Levey 

Bea Lillie 

Diana Lynn 
Stephen Longstreet 
Kenneth MacKenna 
Lou Mandel 
Robert McKinnon 


Ivor Novello 

Pat O’Brien 
Eleanor Powell 
Charles M. Reagan 
Donna Reed 

Hal Roach 

Ruby Rosenberg 
Janet Russell 
Robert $chless 
David Siegel 
Frank Sinatra 
Spyros Skouras 
Kent Smith 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Irving Starr 

- Robert Taylor 
John van Druiten 
George Weltner 
Reginald Whitley 
Christy Wilbert 
Jake Wilk 

L. P. Williams 
Tommy Wonder 


Meyer 


Joseph Moskowitz 
Monte Proser 
William F. Rodgers 
Sidney Reznick 
Harold Vermilyea 
Ralph Wheelwright 


Barbara Stanwyck 
E. J. Tate 

Robert Taylor 
Charles Tucker 
Reginald Whitley 


to N. Y. 


Dorothy Thompson 
Jack Warner 
Theresa Helburn 
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Major Salaries for Major Firms 


Tabulation of mane much each of the seven majors (excluding United 


Artists) pays out to top personnel 


drawing $20,000 annually or more 


is listed herewith. Compilation via proxy statements applies to fiscal 
1945 except in the case of Metro and Warners where the 1946 totals are 


available. 


Officers- 

directors Others Total 
1. Metro ve-sesee $2,458,065 $20,926,606 $23,384,671 
2. 20th-Fox ....... 993,606 12,382,614 13,376,220 
RB. WOEMOTS .cccece 1,208,114 10,186,830 11,394,944 
4. Paramount ..... 1,016,158 8,914,580 9,930,738 
5. Universal ...... 1,353,379 5,076,153 6,430,032 
rr 458,765 4,749,333 5,208,098 
7. Columbia ...... $42,575 $530,681 4,373,256 











Chaplin Confounds UA on Distribution 
Of ‘Verdoux, Hinting Co. Will Get It 


After putting up a smokescreen of + 


publicity during the past few weeks, 


indicating he might give his forth- 
coming “Monsieur Verdoux” to some 
company other than United Artists 
for distribution, Charles Chaplin 
last week, in purely matter-of-fact 
manner, gave UA its first hint that 


it would get the film. Chaplin is a 
one-third owner of UA. 

UA execs were disturbed by the 
implications read into publicity that 
an owner of the company wouldn't 
release his product through it, al- 
though they felt confident that Chap- 
lin wasn’t serious in his talk about 
distribution of- “Verdoux” via 
another outlet. However, up until 
last week, Grad Sears, v.p. in charge 
of distribution, had no word—of- 
ficial or unofficial—that the pic was 
coming his way. 

As a matter of fact, he still has 
had no official communique from 
Chaplin. Only a hint has been re- 
ceived indicating the company will 
get the filmi. Much to UA’s shock, 
the hint included an indication that 
Chaplin wanted to release the film 
in March. Since the first publicity 
on the picture broke only 10 days 
ago, and no campaign whatsoever has 
been prepared, in addition to the 
fact that UA execs haven’t even seen 

(Continued on page 20) 


FBI Nabs 16m Storager 
For Undercover Rental 
Deals With H’wood Exhibs 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

William Scotty Brown, w.k. stor- 
age and repair agent on 16m films 
owned by top producers and stars, 
was strictly against these pix gather- 
ing dust on his shelves, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation charged to- 
day (4), In a new wrinkle to boot- 
leg film cases, FBI has filed a crim- 
inal information in the federal court, 
indictigyg Brown for allegedly put- 
ting 51 films to work on undercover 
rental deals with two commercial 
exhibs. 

Brown as head of the Embro Pic- 
tures Co, has developed a lucrative 
business, unique in its character, in 
operating a film exchange library 
catering exclusively to top stars and 
directors. He also stored and re- 
paired narrow gauge pix customarily 
given to this personnel by the stu- 
dios following completion of a film 
in which the latter participated. 

Information filed puts the finger 


(Continued on page 27) 


JOHNSTON APPEARING IN 
D.C. ON TRADE ACCORDS 


Erie Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. prexy, leaves for Washington 
this afternoon (Wednesday) after 
spending three days in New York 
meeting on industry research and 
foreign problems. He’s slated to 
appear before the Congressional 
Committee on Reciprocal Trade 
Agreements tomorrow to argue the 
case in favor of continuing and ex- 
tending the tariff pacts. 

Research committee huddled Mon- 
day (3) on additional projects to 
be undertaken this year, since the 
MPA research department budget 
was upped $75,000. Two major 
projects are now under way, one a 
detailed census of theatres in this 
country and the other a similar sur- 
vey of houses throughout the world. 




















Moss Hart at 20th 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Moss Hart will turn screen writer 
again under a contract to script 
“Gentleman's Agreement” for 20th- 
Fox. 








| to all others above the $20,000 level. | 


|Columbia is in the basement spot, | 
with its total amounting to a sizable 
| $4,373,256 paid to 89, with $842,575 | 


Screenplay will be based on a | 


forthcoming novel by Laura Z. Hob- | 


son, dealing with tolerance. 

Darryl F. Zanuck will take per- 
sonal charge of production, 
Elia menen | as director. 


Chaplin-Pickford 
To Fight DOS Suit, 
Then They'll Sue 


Charles Chaplin and Mary Pick- 
ford will fight out the $13,500,000 
damage action which David O. 
Selznick has filed against them and 
United Artists before they bring 
their projected suit against him, it 
was learned this week. They are 
scheduled to file their answer to 
Selznick’s charges in the California 
courts Feb, 15. 

Chaplin and Miss Pickford re- 
sOlved several months ago to bring 
suit against Selznick to oust him 
from UA as a partner and to void 
his UA distribution contract. Be- 
fore they had a chance to file their 
suit, however, Selznick brought his 
damage claim against them. It was 
originally supposed that they would 
immediately bring a counterclaim, 
but attorneys meeting on the Coast 
during the past few weeks de- 
termined on other tactics. 

UA will be presented in, the Selz- 
nick suit by Jerry Geisler and 
Freston & Files. Chaplin's attorney 
will be Mendl Silverberg, while Miss 
Pickford will be defended by Coast 
firm of Arnold Grant. 


2 MORE SHAW PLAYS 
FOR PASCAL FILMING 





Gabriel Pascal, who has film 
rights. to George Bernard Shaw’s 
plays, has closed a deal with Artist 


Alliance, Mary Pickford - Lester 
Cowan producing unif, to film his 
next dwo pix in Hollywood. The 


duo, adaptations of the Shavian 
dramas, “Devil's Disciple’ and “The 
Showing Up of Blanco Posnet,” 


under the deal, will be produced and 
directed by Pascal and released 
through United Artists. 

Pascal has long-range plans to do 
Shaw's “St. Joan,” “Candida,” “Arms 
and the Man” and “Androcles and the 
Lion.” Producer has already trans- 
lated to celluloid the GBS plays, 
“Pygmalion,” “Major Barbara” and 
“Caesar and Cleopatra,” the latter, 
recently, under the J. Arthur Rank 
banner. 


Bea Lillie Home-Bound 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Beatrice Lillie, currently visiting 
old friends in Hollywood, leaves for 
New York late this week, with a 
sailing date, Feb. 20, on the Queen 
Elizabeth for England. 

Shipmates on the eastern crossing 
will be Ivor Novello, Robert An- 
drews and Dorothy Dicksan. 





| 


with | 
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TOP SALARIES 
FOR 7 MAJORS 





Seven major U. S. film companies 
(excluding United Artists) are pay- 
ng a total of $74,097,959 on both 
coasts to their chief executive per- 
sonnel; producers, directors and ac- 
tors receiving in excess of $20,000 an- 


| 


; nually, compilation by VARIETy of 
latest available proxy notices dis- 
close. The weekly wage bill, pay- 


able to 1,351 officers and employees in 
the upper brackets, does not include 
extra compensation in a substantial | 


stock options. 

Leading the pack in the salary nut | 
that it must crack is Metro, which 
hands out a total of $23,384,671 to its 
staffers, including $2,458,065 to of- 
ficers and directors, and $20,926,606 





Raps High-Wage Publicity 
. Washington, Feb. 4 

Rep. Norris Poulson, of Los 
Angeles, declared here last week 
that he will intensify his battle 
to prevent the publicity now 
given by the Government to 
those who receive salaries of 
$75,000 or more annually. 

The Revenue Bureau releases 
the figures regularly in accord- 
ance with a law which Poulson 
would have repealed since it 
puts the spotlight upon so many 
big earners in his city. 

Dearden etn mere ninemsn 








| Universal. 


$74,097,959 TO FILM EXECS 





Star-Director Profit Deals Bring 
Added Impetus to Ballyhoo—Einfeld 


—- . 





Up Blumberg’s Son 


Lewis Blumberg has been tagged 
for the post of ‘assistant to Law- 
rence J. McGinley, sales chief for 
the Prestige Pictures 
His new spot follows a 
four-month break-in stretch at U’s 
Los Angeles exchange. 

Blumberg joined the company last 


| year after serving in the U. S. Army 


: | durin he war. 
amount made by way of pensions and | during t 


He’s a son of Nate 


| J. Blumberg, company prexy. 


Metro Sets Up 





| Auction Bidding 
For All Product’ 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Ali Metro pictures henceforth will 
be sold under the competitive bid- 
| ding ram outlined in the anti- 
trust decree in competitive situa- 
tions throughout the country, ac- 
|cording to William F. Rodgers. 
| Metro veepee over sales. 
is currently huddling 
divisional sales 


prog 


with his five 
managers at the 
Drake hotel-here, where it was de- 
cided that “Yearling,” which is to 
be released generally in March, 


program. 





going to officers and directors and 
$3,530,681 to employees. 


Amount that each company paid 


to bracket personnel is itemized in | 


the accompanying box. 

Figures apply to fiscal 1945 except 
in case of Metro and Warners, where 
the 1946 totals are available. 

Peculiar to the industry, 
sibly reflecting on the commonly ac- 
cepted belief in trade circles that the 
Coast thinks in bigger figures, pro- 
duction heads, on the average, re- 
ceived more than company prexies. | 
Listed in order of size of take are the | 
seven company chiefs: 


1. Spyros Skouras (20th)... .$255,273 | 
2. Nate J. Blumberg (U).... 234, 624 | 
3. Harry Cohn (Col)........ 226,900 
4. Nicholas M. Schenck (M-G) 224,767 
5. Harry M. Warner (WB)... 182,300 
6. Barney Balaban (Par).... 156,000 
7. N. Peter Rathvon (RKO).. 115,970 


Compared to this, studio heads, 
which include among them some of 
the top wage-earners in the country, 


(Continued on page 18) 


| pany 


and pos- | 


Metro thus becomes the first com- 
again to anticipate the work- 
ings of the final decree. After the 
| decision in the 
handed down last June, Rodgers ex 

| perimented with competitive bidding | 


|in certain competitive areas to as- | 


{certain whether the. system was 
| feasible and to get a working knowl- 
| edge of it in case it was incorporated 
Tests, which have 
conducted continuously since 
proved to Metro that auction 
(Continued on page 18) 


HELLINGER, HEMINGWAY 
HUDDLE ON PIC DEALS 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Mark Hellinger and Ernest Hem- 
ingway are currently negotiating for 
further stories of the latter to be 
produced on an indie basis, as was 
“The Killers,” for U-I release. 

Hellinger just returned from Cuba, 
where he huddled with the writer 
on the deal. 


| in the decree. 
| been 
| then, 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Winter Weather No B.O. 


Wonderland as Grosses 


Tumble; ‘Pilgrim,’ ‘Yearling’ Lead Pack 


Winter «weather proved the decid- 
ing factor in the nation’s film box- 
office receipts this week. Severe 
cold wave sweeping across the mid- 
west cut into grosses considerably, 
but Boston, with good weather, had 


$4,000 for its second canto in Denver. 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) con- 


Music Hall with smasheroo $28,000 
in its Pittsburgh tee-off, 





the best week of 1947. New York | 
biz proved spotty with a raft of | 
holdovers, Chicago help up despite | 
the wintry winds and Los*Angeles, | 
holstered by several newcomers, re- | 


mained good. 

“Jolson Story” (Col) pulled out in 
front of the newcomers in several | 
situations, chalking up boffo $49,000 
in Boston and checking in with | 
rousing $20,000 for its second Kansas 
City week and stout $22,000 for its 
third Chi stanza. “Wonderful Life” 
(RKO), which hasn't done too won- 
derfully in N. Y., overcame the mid- 
west cold to pull big $20,000 in Den- 
ver, husky $8,500 in Omaha, boff 
$20,000 in Cincinnati and fine $35,000 
in Philadelphia. 

“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th), 
also a spotty newcomer, grossed 
sparkling $60,000 in Chicago, poor 
$16,000 in faltering Washington and 
kicked through with nice $28,000 for 


IN. Y. 


apolis and snappy $47,000 for its 
third L. A. frame. 
Bolstered by a _ top-name 


show, “13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 


rolled in with smash $44,000 in Bos- | 
ton and teed.off nicely with swift | || 


$15,000 in Minneapolis. Film 
| pulled very big $18,500 in Pitt, big 
$42,000 in Philly, good $63,500 in four 
L. A. houses and big $93.500 in third 
week. 

Week saw several cities playing a 
raft of reissues, with most of the 
oldies indicating they'll make out 
okay. “Boom Town” (M-G) 
the pack, doing terrific $9,000 in its 
first Philly week, while 
London” (U) did very big $10,000 
for its second N. Y. week. “Year- 
ling” (M-G) topped the country for 
the second straight week, with rous- 
ing $144,000 for its second N. Y. 
frame, and also pulled okay $8,500 | 
for its sixth L. A. stanza. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





its second Boston week and fair 


Pages 1%-17.) 


division of | 


Rodgers | 


would be the teeoff film for the new | 
' 


anti-trust case was | 


tinued the fine pace it set at N. Y.’s ||! 


sunny | 
$30,000 in its second Chi frame, big | 
$14,000 in its second week at Minne- | 


stage | 


also | 


paced | 


“Tower of | 


Increasing publicity-exploitation 
| campaigns on which film companies 
| are embarking off declining 
| theatre atten being consiti- 
erably trend of the past 
|few years towards stars and direc- 
| tors participating in 


to stave 
iance are 


hypoed by 


picture profiis, 
declared Charles Einfeld, Enterprise 
prexy, prior to his return to the 
| Coast from New York last week. 
Einfeld, whose unit specializes in 
| films made on participation basis, as- 
serted players are offering coopera. 
ition in publicity and exploitation 
that was “unheard of” in the days 
they were working on straight sal- 
ary on major lots. 


Stars who formerly refused to be- 





lieve that anything more than their 
mere presence a picture was nec- 
essary to corral top grosses are now 
discussing a campaigns, exploitation 
|} angles, p { t theatre euls 
ind all the othe clement tha Oo 
into merchandising a film, Einfeld 
declared They're showing a 
ingness to go for stunts they'd never 
even consider in the old days, he 
| said 
| Along this line, Bob Taplinger, En- 
| terprise pub-ad chief, pointed out 
| that Charles Boyer, starred in the 
| outfit’s forthcoming “Arch of Tri- 
umph,” had just agreed to a Ches- 
| terfield cigaret tieup that will get 
his picture on the back pages of a 
tremendous number of the nation’s 


(Continued on n page 61) 


‘Yank Tyro re 


Of French Pix ‘Fooled’ By 
Glint of a Lot of Brass 


The gold that a lot of freshman 
_ | American film importers see in 
|them thar French hills is just plain 
brass, according to vet importer-dis- 
|trib Joe Burstyn. Flock of new- 
|comers to film importing, lured by 
ideas of big profits from U. S. arty 
houses for the French mades, are 
jin for a considerable shock when 
they get around to tallying up the 
profit-and-loss statement, avers Bur- 
styn. 

With only some 20 small houses 
throughout the U. S. regularly open 
to exhibition of French and Italian 
pix, Burstyn points out, the poten- 
tial income is obviously minor. And 
with a lot of more-or-less inexperi- 
enced hands bringing over a flood 
of films to divvy up the available 

(Continued on page 20) 
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American-Red Cross 


The Permanent Charities Committee 


OF 


The Motion Picture Industry 


“The character of the Red Cross and its responsibilities under International Treaty 


and its Congressional Charter are such that the national interests will best be served 
_if the Red Cross maintains direct contact with the people for the membership and 
support necessary for its work at home and abroad.” 


f be Permanent Charities Committee 
of the Motion Picture Industry has 
announced its intention to offer to 
American Red Cross $350,000, part of 
a sum_of money that committee raised 
in a joint fund raising campaign in the 
Motion Picture Industry despite the fact 
that the Permanent Charities Committee 
knew that American Red Cross could not 
participate in any joint fund raising 
campaign. - 


Statements that the American Red 
Cross is unwilling to accept $350,000 
from the Permanent Charities Com- 
mittee because that sum from the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry which grossed 
$325,000,000 in 1945 represents only 
one-half of one percent of the Red Cross 
goal of sixty million dollars in 1947, are 
not true. The amount involved is not an 
issue. 


The real issue 1s that nothing can be 
permitted to deprive American ‘Red Cross 
either of its right to fulfill its obligations 
for humanitarian service to the American 
people by methods it has demonstrated to 
be cfficient or of its right to maintain an 
organization in which all the people can 
be members and participate directly. 


American Red Cross will barter neither 
its right to invite anyone to be a member 
nor the right of any American citizen to 
become a member. 


American Red Cross will not be 
party to any scheme that will lead to 
dictation by other groups with motives 
and interests that would undermine the 
Red Cross and all for which it stands. 


The American Red Cross may not 
participate in joint fund raising whether 
that joint fund raising is conducted by 
the Permanent Charities Committee of 
the Motion Picture Industry or any 
other organization. 


This long established policy of Ameri- 
can Red Cross is not the policy of any 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT —1942 


one individual. It is a policy that has 
been considered and reconsidered from 
time to time since 1936 by the Central 
Committee, the governing body of 
American Red Cross, and reaffirmed on 
every occasion. Jt 1s a policy that has 
been well known to all fund raising groups, 
including the Permanent Charities Com- 
mittee. 


The reason why American Red Cross 
may not participate in joint fund rais- 
ing with others is as follows: 


_ American Red Cross may not assign 
or delegate to others, in whole or in 
part, the obligations imposed upon it by 
international treaties, to which the U. S. 
Government is a signatory, and by its 
congressional charter. Neither can it 
share with others, directly or indirectly, 
its responsibility to carry out those ob- 
ligations. When it participates in joint 
fund raising it permits others (at best, 
only slightly familiar with its obliga- 
tions and activities) to determine from 
year to year how much money, if any, 
American Red Cross will receive and 
thus, in turn, permit those others to 
determine the breadth of its program 
and the extent to which American Red 
Cross may fulfill its obligations to the 
American people. 


If American Red Cross participates 
in one joint fund raising activity, such 
as that conducted by the Permanent 
Charities Committee in the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry, it must, of course, par- 
ticipate in all other joint fund raising 


activities. The Motion Picture Industry . 


is only one of 446 major industfies in 
this country. There are thousands of 
other groups and organizations. The re- 
sult obviously would be that by partici- 
pating in joint fund raising, American 
Red Cross would never know from year to 
year how much money it would have to 
carry out its obligations to the American 
people or plan an intelligent program, nor 
would it be able to have a membership 


organization open to all of the people of 
America. 


The foregoing statements are not just 
opinions. They are statements of fact 
based on a disastrous experience which 
American Red Cross suffered after 
World War I, when some of its chapters 
submitted to exactly the same kind of 
pressure that is now being brought by 
the Permanent Charities Committee to 
participate in joint fund raising. At that 
time about 400 chapters engaged with 
other organizations in joint fund raising 
with the result that American Red Cross 
lost its identity in those chapters and 
was prevented from carrying out its 
program particularly in dealing with 
emergency situations. In 1936, there-. 
fore, the Central Committee of Ameri- 
can Red Cross reasserted its policy and 
ever since that time has adhered strictly 
to the policy of non-participation by 
American Red Crossin joint fund raising. 


From 1940 to 1945 the Permanent 
Charities Committee carried on sepa- 
rate drives in the Motion Picture In- 
dustry for the American Red Cross and 
others. The change to joint fund raising 
by the Permanent Charities Committee 
occurred as recently as 1945. It is clear, 
therefore, that there would be no viola- 
tion of principle if a separate drive was 
conducted in the Motion Picture Indus- 
try for the American Red Cross in 


March, 1947, as was the case prior to 
1945. 


There is, however, a definite violation 
of the principle of fairness when a small 
group within the Motion Picture Indus- 
try deliberately attempts to mislead the 
Motion Picture Industry and the public 
into believing that American Red Cross 
will refuse to accept—when and if of- 
fered—$350,000 only because a mere 
matter of method is involved in the 
scheme. Fundamental principles are in- 
volved: principles without which there 
could be no American Red Cross. 


American Red Cross 
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British Film Nationalization Crimped | MAJORS. IN 10% 


By Cripps, Warner Sez on Return 


Sir Stafford Cripps, British Board + 


of Trade prexy, has summarily ruled | 
out any possibility of nationalization 


of the British motion -picture indus- | 


try, according to Jack Warner, who 
returned to New York Monday (3) 
from a two-month trip to Europe, 
Warner Bros. veepee over produc- 
tion added that Cripps had definite- | 
ly placed the film industry in the | 
“art” category. Warner also said 


that Cripps has stated that there} 


need be no fear of the “de-Ameri- 
eanization” recently recommended 
by the Motion Picture Producers of 
Great Britain. Picture chief added 
that Warners’ recently concluded 
deal with Associated British Pic- 
tures, Ltd., was pacted with the sanc- 





| 


| 


| 





ien of the British government and | 


self. Deal, he said, involves a total 


of between $50-60,000,000. 

Warner emphasized the fact that 
the new ABP contract, under which 
WB will co-produce six films during 
the next two years while supplying 
stars and production talent, calls for 
the American studio to bow out of 
British production altogether once 
the contract is terminated. The cur- 
rent deal, he mainfained, is not to be 
considered a longtime investment by 
Warners in English film-making. 

Warner said that as a result of the 
ABP deal it’s likely that all Warner 
story properties with British back- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Welles Leads Parade 
Of Hollywood Stars 
To England for Korda 





in England, exodus of Hollywood 
stars to his London studios starts 
this month. Orson Welles will be 
the first, taking off about Feb. 15. 
He'll be followed March 7 by Paul- 
ette Goddard and Burgess Meredith, 
and at the end of March by David 
Niven. 

Welles will produce, direct and 
star in “Salome,” which will be the 
initial film to be made under Korda’s 
own imprint. First picture to be 
made for Korda distribution, “Man 
About the House,” is just about fin- 
ished. It’s being done by indie pro- 
ducer Edward Black, who operates 
under the Korda banner. 


Miss Goddard will appear in Oscar 
Wilde’s drama “An Ideal Husband,” 
which goes before the cameras about 
April 1, and will also be a Korda 
production. Meredith will star in 
“Mine Own Executioner,” a psycho- 
analysis story which will be pro- 
duced by Anthony Kimmins for 
Korda distribution. Kimmins will 
also direct. 


Niven goes into “Bonnie Prince 
Charlie,” on which all the back- 
grounds have already been shot and 
which is merely awaiting the star’s 
arrival for completion. It’s an Ed- 
ward Black production for Korda. 

Glynis Johns, Korda contract 
player, arrived in New York from 
England aboard the Queen Elizabeth 
Monday (3). She’s in the United 
States for a vacation. 


RABBI GIVES BLESSING 
TO CROSBY’S ‘ABIE’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Kind words for “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
were spoken here during the past 
week by Rabbi Max Nussbaum, of 
Temple Israel, Los Angeles. He de- 
plored the “hysteria” aroused by the 
production’s alleged caricaturing of 
Jews and Irish. 

“Qualitatively, the picture could 
be much better, and so could the 
play,” Dr. Nussbaum said. “But not 
one of the attacks makes mention of 
the fact that the film was made only 
with the best of intentions to pro- 
mote racial —- That intention 
it realizes.” 

Rabbi mentioned that “Abie” was 
produced by a company headed by 
Bing Crosby, “whose record of 
service to Jewish and minority 
Causes is unparalleled.” 








fand heading off 
With Sir Alexander Korda about | tion 


ready to swing into full production | 








H’wood in Old Scram Act 
Again Due to Pix Tax 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Film studios are putting on their 
annual celluloid exodus, meaning 
the general scram to ship their com- 
pleted films out of the State of Cal- 
ifornia before the first Monday in 
March. On that day the tax col- 
lector puts a bite on all exposed 
negative on the studio shelves. 
Major lots are rushing work on 
pictures currently in production to 
beat the ceadline. Meanwhile, many 
of the indie producers are refrain- 
ing from starting new pictures un- 
til the tax collector has made his 


tant , | rounds, 
the personal approval of Cripps him- | 





Hollywood Girds 
For Intl Battle; 
Long-View Plan 


Continuing its efforts on a variety 
of fronts to counteract the lashing it 
has been receiving from official and 
non-Official agencies abroad, the film 
industry has taken a number of 
steps during the past few weeks to 
vird itself for the international bat- 
tle. Most important were discus- 
sions by Motion Picture Assn. prexy 
Erie Johnston and top industry execs 
on long-range plans for furthering 
acceptance of U. S. product abroad 
restrictive legisla- 
expected as various foreign 
|countries start building up their 
own film industries. 

Long-range program is very much 
in the formative stage and hush- 
hush, as it will necessarily have to 
remain if it is to’ accomplish its 
objective. It 
two-way promotion of_good will, one 
of the first steps in which was the 
setting up of the International In- 
formation Committee on the Coast 
in the past few weeks to provide 
studios with expert advice on what 
should go in and what shouldn’t go 
into pix to reduce criticism and get 
best worldwide reception. 

In the more immediate field of 
day-to-day commercial relationships 
abroad, it was disclosed Monday (3) 
that Donald Nelson, prez of the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, was elected a direc- 
tor of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. at the meeting of MPEA stock- 
holders Jan. 22. Nelson was nomi- 
nated by the SIMPP, at the invita- 

(Continued on page 18) 


HOLLYWOOD HOTEL DUE 
FOR SCRAPPING SOON 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

The Hollywood hotel, venerable 
inn at Highland Avenue and Holly- 
wood boulevard, once the home of 
silent days’ greats and visiting lumi- 
naries, will be only another Holly- 
wood memory soon. The ancient, 
porticoed inn was sold last week by 
C. B. Toberman Co., on a 99-year 
lease, to interests in San Francisco, 
headed by William Bush. 





It will be razed and in its place | 


a modern deluxe hotel will be built. 
Often reported sold, it has with- 
stood many rumors, in addition to 
the elements and the early “wild” 
days when Gower Gulch was a name 
in fact. 


Rossi’s U. S. Dickers 


French singer-actor Tino Rossi 
arrived in New York Monday (3) 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth to begin 
a concert tour. Rossi plans to dicker 
with a couple of the major film 
companies for a contract. 

Rossi is booked by Charles Rioux 
of Canadian Concert Artists together 
with William Morris. He’s made 
several films in Paris, last to be 
shown in the U..S. being “Guardi- 
an.” with another, “Destins,” on its 
way. 





| over 


} second 


envisages a general | 


“40 GAIN, RECORD 


| U. S. films scored a potent ad- | 
| vance in the rapidly widening over- | 
seas market during 1946, first full 
|year of peace following World War 
| II, by chalking up an unprecedented | 
$210,000,000 take. Thus did the | 
eight majors average a 10% gain | 
the year before and went a 
long way towards fulfillment of in- | 
dustry predictions that the foreign | 
market for American pix will ulti- 
mately equal the domestic in dol- 
lars and cents. } 





Rise in the importance of beyond- | 
the-border theatres, trade circles | 
say, will have an increasing effect | 
on the type of pix that Hollywood 
must turn out if it’s to continue its 
overseas gains. 

Despite heavy grosses for the com 
panies during °46 from Yank. thea- | 
tres, foreign biz not only held its | 
proportionate own but for most 
majors marked up gains so that the | 
Overall percentage of overseas to 
total rentals reached the 40% point. 
Compared to this, the ratio in pre- 
war years had held consistently to 
35% 

Metro continued to lead the 
parade with an estimated $38,000,000 
in actual currency toted up on the 
company’s ledgers. M-G is the 
overseas bellwether not only because 
its product has powerful overseas 
appeal but also because it owns 38 
plush showcases in many of the 
| world’s leading cities. 
spot was held by 20th 
|Fox, which garnered an estimated | 
(Continued on page 20) 


Pix Into Bid 








| Pictures,” 


| pions have been dug up for the an- 


| will be assembled by 


Par Decides 





trust decree, the latest point brought 


will probably find themselves selling 
under some form of competitive bid- 
ding negotiations after March 1, 
despite the court’s ruling that actual 
competitive bidding need not take 
effect until July 1. 

Reason for the early inauguration 
of auction bidding: is Section 9 of 
the decree, slated to become effec- 
tive March 1, which attorneys have 
interpreted to mean _ competitive 
bidding in a modified form. The 
proviso enjoins the defendants in 
the anti-trust case from “arbitrarily 
refusing the demand of an exhibitor 
who operates a theatre in competi- 
tion with another theatre not owned 
or operated by a defendant distribu- 
tor, or its affiliate or subsidiary 
to license a feature to him for ex- 
hibition on a run selected by the 
exhibitor, instead of licensing it to 
another exhibitor for exhibition in 
his competing theatre on such run.” 

Clause specifically states that an 
exhib’s demands to book a certain 
picture may be made “by registered 
mail, addressed to the homeoffice of 
the distributor.” That, according to 
attorneys, indicates that the court 
had in mind the same sort of com- 
petitive bidding which is outlined 
in Section 8 of the decree, even 
though Section 9 is in general terms. 
Reason for including both clauses, 
it’s said, is to make certain that both 
distribs with affiliated theatres and 
those without owned-and-operated 
circuits are affected. 

As with the detailed auction bid- 
ding plan, the second clause speci- 
fies such negotiations shall be car- 
ried on only in competitive situa- 
tions. Basic principle of both, 
therefore, is to open up the flow of 


'lumbia is 


Sales by Mar. 1? e-i*t 


t * | man Arnold, ATA counsel, 
to light reveals that all companies | 


| Abe 





product “indiscriminately” in all) 
situations, attorneys point out. Dis- | 
tribs under the second clause, how- 
ever, retain the right to turn down | 
an exhib’s demand for booking a} 
certain picture. Proviso states that 
“such demand shall be deemed to 
have been refused either upon re- 
ceipt by the exhibitor of a refusal 
in writing or upon the expiration of 
10 days after the receipt of the ex- 
hibitor’s demand,” 





| come 





ANKS’ $210,000,000 ABROAD | 





Big Five Loses Fight for Delay Of 
Bid System As 3-Judge Court Rules 


Supreme Cou 


e 





Ex-Winners to Show 


Oscar Nite in 3-Reeler | 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Scenes from Oscar winners of by- 
gone years will be screened as a 
three-reeler, “Cavalcade of Award 
by the Academy of Mo- 


presentation night, March 13, at the | 
Shrine Auditorium. 

This is the first time the ex-cham- 
nual blowout. Clips of the oldies 
Victor Kline. 
film editor, under supervision of 
Fy ecerice Richards, at Warners, 


——E 


On Appeal Of 
Trust Verdict 


Paramount has definitely decided 


near 


| statutory 
é , . | majors’ 
ition Picture Arts and Sciences on | 


| past 
| tion of the decree’s proviso covering 


rt Has Final Say 


Whether competitive bidding 


| clamps onto the industry this July 1 
| or waits out a Supreme Court ruling 


on the decree will be put to the 
| high court by the majors within the 
future. Company legalties have 
| already decided on that move fol- 
lowing thumbs-down stance by the 
court this week on the 
plug to stall initiation of the 
new bid system. 

Big Five lost its fight to delay 
the current season the opera- 


the new 
three 


sales technique, when the 
judges in a brief memorandum 


backed their expressed belief that 
the Supreme Court should have the 
| final say on postponements. What’s 
just as important, the court tacked 
a hard-and-fast “no” to the Big 
Five’s plea to melt the freeze on 


Defendants had 
power to pick up houses 
when the acquisition was made 
either ta protect investments or 
move into competitive situations. 
Court relented on its original de- 
cision only to the extent of putting 
off the time to dissolve pools or 
leases with indies until July 1. Even 
on this point, the majors took a 
beating since they had urged a two- 
year deadline, similar to the partial 


theatre acquisitions. 
sought the 





to appeal from the anti-trust deci- 
sion, Louis Phillips, eounsel for the | 
company, said this week. Par is the | 
first of the Big Five to take the} 
step and joins with Columbia, which 
has already announced its intention 
of testing legality of the decree. 
Meanwhile, other theatre owning 
defendants continued to huddle on 
the appeal—or-not-to-appeal ques- 
tion. 

Formal filing of an appeal by Co- 
expected this week as 
Frohlich, company counsel, | 
bill of errors. His 
notice for a review by the Supreme 


Louis 


) . | Court may be preceded by that of | 
With industry legalites still puz- the American e y 
zling over ramifications of the anti- | 


Theatres Assn. cur- | 
preparation by Thur- | 
who has | 
the greenlight from the exhib group. 
ATA will ask reversal of the statu- 
tory court’s nix on intervention. 

Par, it’s understood, has deviated 
from a parallel course with other 
members of the Big Five because 
it has considerably more at stake by 
way of partly owned theatres. With | 
1,100 out of a total of 1,500 eens | 
subject to the partial divorcement | 
ukase, Par is harder hit and con- | 
sequently all the more eager to, 
upset the decree. 


BRECHER EXITS M-G, 
MAY INDIE PRODUCE 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. | 
Irving Brecher, long fighting to 
get out of a five-year writing deal 
at Metro at $2,000 a week, which 
Lastfogel (William Morris) | 
originally set for him, finally suc- 
ceeded last week. Despite the now | 
w.k. Culver City axeing, Brecher | 
couldn’t get his release, partially | 
complicated by the studio’s previous | “ 
okay to permit his “Life of Riley” 
(William Bendix)* radio package. 
Brecher will concentrate on his 
radio program for Proctor & Gamble 
and will probably produce “Riley” 
independently as a film. 


rently under 


| 





} 


} 











Par Would Remake 
‘Conn. Yankee’ (Crosby) | 


Hollywood, Feb. 4 

Paramount would like Bing Crosby 
to tackle “A Connecticut Yankee” 
this spring, now that he’s completing | 
“The Road to Rio” with Bob Hope | 
and Dorothy Lamour. Having “Wel- | 
Stranger” and “Emperor's | 
Waltz” in the can, “Rio” marks his | 
third of the year. Crosby, however, | 
would rather take it easy until Labor 


| Day. 


“Connecticut Yankee” is based on | 
the Mark Twain original, although a | 
couple of old Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein songs from their stage musical 
of the same name would be incor: | 
porated, | 


| divorcement clause, for 


| delay, 


| run houses shows a total 
|of $1,373,200 for last month, a drop 


l'is leaving Metro. 


cutting the 


| strings on pools and leases. 


Little Three lost out all along the 
line, since Columbia and United 
Artists had joined with the theatre- 
owning companies for a bid-system 
and Universal had tnsuccess- 
plugged for exemption of 
(Continued on page 20) 


fully 


Leserman to Seek 
Reciprocal Talent 
Deals for Bogeaus 


e Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Reciprocal agreements between 


| British producers for swap of play- 


ers, directors and story properties 


| will be sought by Carl Leserman on 


his forthcoming junket to England 
for Benedict Bogeaus productions. 
Leserman leaves for New York to- 
morrow (5), stopping for week of 
huddles with United Artists chief- 
tains before going on.to England 
to open offices in London and Paris 
for Bogeaus. 

Latter joins Leserman in about 
two months to arrange for further 
European offices to augment UA 
sales staffs and for on-the-spot rep- 
resentation. 





Bogeaus, Lupino Pact 


Benedict Bogeaus and Ida Lupino 
have formed Arcadia Productions to 
star the latter in one pic-per-year 
for the next three years. Producing 
unit, apart from Bogeaus’ other in- 
| terests, will also make pix starring 
others. First story to go before the 
cameras will be “The Queen’s Neck- 
lace,” from an original script. UA 

will distribute. ~ bad 


L.A. FIRST RUNS DIP 
1337, DURING JAN. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
First-run theatres in Los Angeles 
skidded approximately 134% dur- 
ing the first month of 1947, com- 
pared with the boxoffice receipts of 
January, 1946. Survey of 24 first 
income 





of $215,100 from January of the pre- 
ceding year. 

Key cities throughout the coun- 
try report similar conditions, some 
showing that business is off as much 
as 18%, 


Cukor-Garbo pe 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Director George Cukor and Greta 
Garbo are offering themselves to 
local producers on a package deal. 
Action verifies report that Cukor 
Pair were last 
teamed in “Two Faced Woman.” 
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“SWELL coy" gio top rating from aa . 


Daily News, which says: — “Swe oe ae . “ : 
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IN CINCINNATI 


_“SWeiL cur’ should as all ee with . “SWELL GUY’ is an adult movie...daring 
the fans, it is an eee picture oe . by screen standards... another good one 
: to the credit of producer Hellinger.” : 

—Cincinnati Post 
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WILLIAM GARGAN «THOMAS GOMEZ ¢ MARY NASH ¢ JOHN LITEL 


Directed by FRANK TUTTLE + Associate Producer EDDIE BLATT + Screenplay by RICHARD BROOKS 
Based on 2 play by Gilbert Emery © Director of Photography Tony Gaudio, A.S C. 


A MARK HELLINGER PRODUCTION © A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL RELEASE 
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PICTURES 





Govt. Try to Promote Committee 
For Channeling Official Pictures To 
Theatres Sours With Allied Nix 





Government’s attempt te promote + 


an all-industry committee for fun- 
neling official pix to theatres took 
it on the button over the weekend 
when the National Allied States’ 
board refused to join up at an Allied 
Washington, D.C., meeting, Allied’s 
nix makes probable similar action by 
both the Conference of Independent 
Exhibitors Assns. and the Pacific 
Coast Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners since these units 
are closely tied to it. } 
Without enlistment of Allied, a 
major factor among exhibs, the move 
for closer cooperation with the Gov- 
ernment will be back «where it 
started from, other committee mem- 
bers said. Backing this argument, it 
was pointed out that an important 
function of the committee was to 
eonsult with Government officials 
before production of films to prevent 
making of overlong or unnecessary 
1x. 
’ “It’s not enough for Allied to say 
it will cooperate separately ‘since 
what they intend doing is merely 
saying yes or no to a film after it’s 
produced,” one exec said. “The Gov- 
ernment asked for formation of the 
all-industry committee at the Wash- 
ington meeting last fall to avoid the 
pitfalls experienced heretofor. It 
wanted elimination of the wasteful 
practice of making Government films 
first and then having them changed, 
to meet industry suggestions.” 
Danger of the Government con- 
sidering the industry “intransigeant,” 
with a consequent hardening of 
feelings, was aiso pointed up by 
other committee members. With the 
industry already threatened ‘on a 
number of Government fronts, such 
as the anti-trust suit, taxation and 
the forthcoming probe into Holly- 
wood’s political affiliations, -Allied’s 
action is viewed by many toppers as 
another wrinkle to be ironed out be- 
fore rapprochement with Govern- 
ment toppers can be pushed. 





Move for Member Signatures 

ashington, Feb. 4. 
Mid-winter board meeting of Al- 
lied here past weekend revealed that 
the job of obtaining signed agree- 
ments from member theatres, to 
foster production, is moving along 
and will continue for another month. 
Question of whether independent 
producers will undertake pictures to 
provide additional product for the 


‘DOMESTIC’ ARMY POSTS 





UP ADMISH RATES| 


Washington, Feb. 4 
Film distributors will make a little | 
more in 1947 on their rentals of pix 
to the Army post theatres, on the 
basis of new admissions rates, ac- | 
cording to Fred K. Bund, head of 
the Army Motion Picture Service. 
The tariff in post theatres in the 
U. S. will be increased from 15c to 
20c for adults and from 10c to 15c for 
children, effective Feb. 15. This cov- 
ers the so-called domestic opera- 
tion—all posts in continental U. S., 
Alaska, Newfoundland, Bermuda and 
the Azores. There will be no change 
overseas for the time being, where 
the present 10c and 1l5c rates will 
continue for 35m films. No charge 
is made for showing of 16m pictures. 
Current negotiations between the 
Army Motion Picture Service and 
the exchanges is drawing to a con- 
clusion in New York, with a few de- 
tails still to be ironed out. Percent- 
ages in the new contracts will not be 
announced until everything is settled. 


Ask Films’ Help 
In OGR’s Drive - 
For Govt. Funds 


The film industry has been asked 
to back the Office of Government 
Reports by adding the weight of its 
testimony during forthcoming Con- 
gressional appropriations hearings. 








of the need of a governmental agen- 


allocated to the OGR will depend, 
among other things, on the neces- 
sary duties performed. by that 
agency. 

Understood that Si Fabian, Ameri- 
can Theatres Assn. prexy, and Ted 
Gamble, board chairman, have al- 
ready been approached. Fabian as 





indie theatres depends upon how 
many exhibitors sign the deals. 
Irving Dollinger, heading the cam- 
paign for Allied, outlined the prog- 
réss being made by Stanley Neal, 


ehairman of the all-industry com- 
mittee set up to funnel Government 
pix has frequently dealt with Toby 
Hide, OGR topper, who took over 





promoter in the deal. Under it, the 
(Continued on page 18) 


SELZNICK SNARES 2 
MORE FROM PAR 


Sporadic forays of David O. Selz- 
nick’s Vanguard Productions against 
the majors’ personnel continue, with 
Paramount the chief target of the 
raiding tactics. Latest to be snared 
from Par for the growing Vanguard 
and Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion forces are Eddie Fontaine, erst- 
while Washington branch manager 
for Par, and Johnny Del Cambre, 
New Orleans salesman. Selznick’s 
companies now include so many ex- 
Paramounters that the industry gen- 
erally regards it as the normal post- 
graduate course for that major’s 
staffers. ; 

Precedent was set a number of 

ears ago when Neil Agnew, then 

ar’s sales chief, switched to the 
corresponding post at Vanguard. 
Selznick’s outfits then proceeded 
with the capture of Milt Kusell, 
Par’s New York district manager; 
William Erbb, New England sales of- 
ficial; John Howard, Detroit branch 
manager; and Paul White, h.o. pub- 
licity choresman. Manny Reiner, 
Latin American sales head for Selz- 
nick, and Herb Berg, h.o. flack, also 
found their way to Vanguard via 
Paramount. 

Successful raiding tactics are un- 
derstood to spring from two factors. 
Having trekked to Vanguard from 
Paramount, Agnew naturally 
enough has sought to augment his 
staff with his trusted seconds at 
Par. Another considerable factor is 





to those he or Agnew want and, re- 
portedly, close to doubled pay | 
checks which Par was handing its | 
staffers. 





when Arch Mercey stepped out of 
his Government-film liaison spot. 

With Republican congressmen talk- 
ing economy, the OGR feels the im- 
minent,threat of the budget-cutting 
axe. Point made with industryites 
is that crippling of the agency would 
throw the situation back to war days, 
when film biz toppers struggled with 
the overlapping demands of many 
Government branches. 


Settle Frisco Union Row 
On Colored Usherets 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 

Pickets have been pulled from 
around the Uptown theatre after an 
agreement whereby the union. has 
agreed to accept as members colored 
usherets. 

This settles difficulty which start- 
ed in November and kept pickets in 
front of house till now. During that 
time grosses were cut 25%. Settle- 
ment resulted after three-way con- 
ference of theatre operators, pickets 
and union. The Uptown is part of 
Golden State chain. 


$60,000 for ‘Stairway’ 
Ads in Five Mags 


Universal has earmarked $60,000 | 
to beat the drums for “Stairway to 
Heaven,” J. Arthur Rank pic, in a 
spot ad campaign in five top weekly 
magazines. 
for general U. S. release of 
way” by buying space in Life, Look, 

















Saturday Evening Post, Collier's 
and Time, between March 22 and 
April 7. 

Heavy coin into mags is in accord- 


|}ance with selling blueprint on first 
that Selznick has offered heavy coin | 


few Rank releases, which calls for 
spending of as much as $400,000 per 
pic. “Heaven” is currently being 


geles on a roadshow basis. 


OGR wants the pix toppers to speak| mon _ stock 


U plans a big sendoff | 
“Stair- | 


| problems in 














PHIL AMIGONE and 
JACK GROOD present 


GEORGE -GIVOT 


Currently at the 


CHEZ AMI CAFE 
in Buffalo, New York 


WB Transactions 


In SEC Spotlight 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
Transactions by the three Warner 

















} brothers in WB stocks hold the spot- 


light in film security deals, accord- 
ing to the monthly report of the 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, which covers the period from 
Dec. 11 to’ Jan. 10. 

Jack L. Warner repdrted the do- 
nation of 1,000 shares of WB $5 par 
common to the Jewish Welfare 
Federation, bringing his holdings to” 
429,000 shares. His trust acquired 
7,300 shares during the month, mak- 
ing a total of 19,300 in trust. Harry 
Warner’s trust acquired an additional 
2,600 shares, with Warner reporting 
his personal holdings as 300,000 
shares. Albert Warner. added 3,900 
shares, bringing his total to 430,000. 
His trust acquired 7,400 shares. 

Warrants for the purchase of com- 
in Universal Pictures 
were acquired by the following of- 


cy to act as-liaison between the di- | ficials of the company: Charles D. 
verse branches of the Government | Prutzman, 2,950; William A. Scully, 
and the industry. Amount of cash | 3,000 and Joseph H. Seidelman, 3,000. 


In a belated report Barney Bala- 


| ban reported the sale of 300 shares 


of Paramount common. 
also reported, as of Oct., 
was holding 2,000,000 
notes calling for 2%% 
notes. 

Nicholas M. Schenck sold 1,000 
shares of Loew’s, Inc., making his 
total 21,439. J. Robert Rubin dis- 
posed of 100 shares. 

Activity in Columbia Pictures in- 
cluded the following: Jack Cohn, 
New York, sold 550 shares; Abe 
Montague gave nine shares to char- 
ity; Abraham Schneider disposed of 
14 shares. 


Phyllis Blum Named 
Ent’s Eastern Story Ed. 


Eastern story editor and acting 
talent chief have been named by 
Charles Einfeld, Enterprise prexy, 
to represent the unit in New York. 
Story ed is Phyllis Blum, who moves 
over from the Goldwyn Productions 
editorial department. She was for- 
merly also with Metro and RKO 
play departments in the east. 

Temporarily acting as talent 
snooper is Michel Bernheim, French 
producer and director, who aided in 
production of Enterprise's “Arch of 
Triumph.” It is expected that an 
eastern studio rep will be named 
later to round out the New York 
production department. 


Rodgers Drops Prize Trips 


Prize trip to key cities and the 
Metro studio at Culver City for 14 
M-G sales staffers, which had origi- 
nally been scheduled for early 
| March, has been cancelled under or- 
| ders from William F. Rodgers, 
| veepee over sales. 

Prize had been awarded to the 
14 division and branch managers, 
salesmen and bookers on the basis 
of their records for the preceding 
| year, with Rodgers hoping to have 
the men become acquainted with 
other territories 
through a tour of the key cities. 


Balaban 
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| With changes in general sales policy 


under the anti-trust decree still un- 
certain, and with pressure of busi- 


/ness in their own situations becom- 
shown in New York and Los An-| i 


ing increasingly heavy, however, it 


| was decided to cancel the trip. 


Select’ Films, Keep 
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BERGER IN WASH. FOR 
DIVORCEMENT PUSH 


Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

Bennie Berger and Stanley Kane, 
North Central Allied president and 
executive counsel, respectively, are 
in Washington te urge Senator Wil- 
liam Langer of North Dakota to push 
his theatre divorcement bill and to 
line up support for it among the 
Northwest Congressional delegation. 
The fight for divorcement has been 
the main order of business for the 
independent exhibitors’ organization, 
though at least one of its leaders, 
Ben Friedman, has come out against 
it. Because he opposed battling for di- 
vorcement, Friedman resigned as one 
of the body’s “‘advisers,” but has con- 
tinued his membership. 

Berger also was to proceed from 
Washington to New York to protest 
in person to distributor sales execu- 
tives against the “flood of reissues” 
hitting the market, the alleged “ex- 
cessive” terms for such reissues and 
“exorbitant” percentage and other 
demands which, he claims, “are 
gradually forcing many independent 
exhibitors to the wall.” 


Exhibs Urged 
To Give Aid To 
‘Educ! Films 


Indianapolis, Feb. 4. 
Exhibitors are urged by the As- 
sociated Theatre Owners of Indiana 
to get in on the ground floor of edu- 
cational @ix through cooperation 
now with schools, thus placing them- 
selves in a position “to advise edu- 
cators and block the entry of the 
opportunist who will do them harm.” 
Deciding that educational films 
are here to stay as much as printed 
books or wall maps, the ATOI de- 
clares in its Feb. 3 bulletin that “The 
American people will insist upon 
the most up-to-date and efficient 
facilities for the education of their 
children, and the 80% of the schools 
at present unequipped are reaching 
out for modern educational aid.” 

Unfortunately, the ATOI observes, 
“opportunity seekers are trying to 
cash in on the development of this 
effective classroom tool. These 
people have neither honest objec- 
tives nor proper talents to contrib- 
ute to the field into which they are 
chiseling. They are an equal threat 
to the educator and the local busi- 
ness man, the exhibitor.” 

As a solution, the Hoosier trade 
group proposes that “many exhibi- 
tors, especially those in small towns 
and in neighborhoods, might ar- 
range with teachers for the use of 
their theatres one or two mornings 
a week. This would be a solid con- 
tribution to their community and a 
great source of good will to the ex- 
hibitor who is interested in public 
relations. Plus this, he will be in a 
position to advise educators and 
block the entry of the opportunist 
who wili do him harm.” 

In following this line, ATOI offers 
aid to interested exhibitors by con- 
tacting distributors for him and 
supplying lists of suitable subjects. 


Charity Nets $1,173,631 
In Hollywood Appeal 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Motion picture studios have sub- 
Scribed $1,173,631 to date in the an- 
nual United Appeal drive for vari- 
ous charities, with the campaign 
going into’its 10th week. Donations 
have been made thus far by a total 
of 20,009 workers. 

Among the “studios, 20th-Fox 
moved in front with 2,968 pledges 
for $181,230. Metro is second with 
3,059 subscriptions for $180,535 and 
Paramount is third with 2,608 for 
$160,720. 











JOE MOSKOWITZ WEST 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Joseph Moskowitz arrived yester- 
day (3) from New York for confer- 
ences with Joseph M. Schenck and 
Darry] F. Zanuck at 20th-Fox. 








He will remain here for several 
days before returning east. 
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Numbers Down, 


lf Youd Get by. Soviet lron Curtain 


To get maximum. returns for 
American films from countries “bes 
hind the iron curtain” of Europe, 
U. S. companies must (1) avoid 
flooding the markets and (2) practice 
the greatest selectivity in choosing 
films for these areas, according to a 
film topper just returned to this 
country from a tour of the Soviet- 
orbit nations. 

Great pressure was being exer- 
cised, he said, by anti-Communist 
elements on the selectivity angle, 
since they figure that good U. §, 
films are their most effective means 


of propaganda for democracy. Sub- 
ject-matter doesn’t make much dif- 
ference, exec declared, as long as the 
films are good from an entertainment 
viewpoint, but they’re particularly 
valuable when on a serious theme, 
“How Green Was My Valley,” for ine« + 
stance, has proved terrifically popu- 
lar in recent showings. 

On the flooding angle, film topper 
pointed out, it’s important to avoid 
sending too many pix into European 
countries in order to give small, na- 
tive distribs a chance to sell their 
product. “While in theory we should 
get the playing time if our pictures 
in a competitive market are beiter 
than theirs, this isn’t a case where 
you can work on theory,” returning 
exec declared. 


“Many of these small distributors 
have considerable political power in 
one form or another and can do us 
a great deal of harm if we put too 
much pressure on them. We must 
act sensibly-:and in accordance with 
the practical facts of the situation.” 


ACQUITTED OF RAP 
ON ‘INDECENT’ PIC 


Benjamin Brodie, head of the Ben- 
mir Amus. Cory., which formerly 
owned and operated the Miami, 
N. Y., was acquitted in N. Y. special 
sessions court Monday (3) of charges 
that he exhibited an indecent and 
lewd picture, “Guilty Parents.” At 
the same time, investigations by the 
district attorney’s office and Chief 
Justice George B. De Luca of special 
sessions revealed that there were no 
indications of a fix in the case, which 
had been suggested and subsequent- 
ly scouted. 


In trial before Special Sessions 
Justice Matthew J. Troy, Jan. 8, 
Brodie’s attorney, Jacob Leff, told 
the court that the Department of 
Licenses had promised to restore the 
Miami's license if the Benmir Corp. 
would plead guilty to showing an 
indecent picture. Firm, entering 
such a plea, was fined $500 last 
spring. Troy, incensed by Leff’s 
“revelations,” called the License 
Dept.’s handling of the case as hav- 
ing all the “earmarks of a fix.” 


Assistant District Attorney Wil- 
liam P. Rogers, reporting on an in- 
vestigation of Troy’s charges, termed 
Leff’s statement as “incorrect and 
without any founaation in fact,” and 
said that Leff had made an affidavit 
retracting the statement he had 
made before Troy. The attorney 
noted that he did not mean to say 
what he did. 


Charges against Brodie arose 
when 401 feet of film, which had 
been banned by the N. Y. State 
Board of Regents, was added to the 
print shown at the Miami. In ac- 
quitting Brodie, the court said there 
was reasonable doubt as to the de- 
fendant’s guilt. It further devel- 
oped that Brodie has withdrawn 
from exhibition. Miami is now op- 
erated by another firm under a new 
name, the Avenue. 








Grierson’s 1st 
Initial one-reeler to be delivered 
to United Artists by John Grierson’s 


new shorts outfit, “Today,” will be 
“Wonder-Eye,” a fast-motion pic 
showing six weeks’ growth of a 


plant in one minute, plus similar 
camera tricks. Second release in the 
series of 26-a-year will be “Atom in 
Action.” First one will go into dis- 
tribution late this month. 


“Whose Germany?” which was 
originally slated as the initial re- 
lease, has been abandoned. Unit, 
meantime,- has made a tieup with 
the American Weeklly for cross- 
plugging, similar to association of 
RKO-Pathe’s “This Is America” 
unit with “This Week.” 
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IA Meet Vows to Wage H'wood Fight 
Until Full Recognition Is Achieved 





Seattle, Feb. 4. + 

The Hollywood labor situation was 
reviewed by the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
at its regular midwinter sessions 
held throughout the week, with 
agreement reached to continue the 
jurisdictional fight until full recogni- 
tion is given IA’s position. Organi- 
gation of television was also dis- 
cussed at length. IA prez Richard 
Walsh told Variety that an aggres- 
sive campaign was being mapped 
but specific plans were not an- 
nounced. 

General routine appeals were on 
the agenda. Reports of vicepresi- 
dents attending showed that. ali 
locals weré in sound condition, with 
members fully employed and many 
locals recently having negotiated 
new contracts with satisfactory wage 
increases. 

Move to organize 16m and 35m 
commercial workers in Washington 
and Oregon as members of the IA 
was launched. As part of the pro- 
gram, members are to be trained in 
photography suitable for television | 
broadcasts, which Robert | Priebe, 
manager of KRSC, recently an- 
nounced may begin next week, 

Walsh left Saturday (1) for Holly- 
wood. General secretary-treasurer 
William P. Raoul and nine vice- 
prexies attended sessions, with a 
banquet given today (4). 


Fox Theatres Trustees 


Settle Old Claim on Stock | 
Buy in N. Y. for 2506, 


Claim of the trustees of Fox Thea- | 
tres Corp., longtime bankrupt, | 
against United Artists Theatre Cir- 
cuit and Skouras Theatre Corp., has 
been settled in the New York fed- 
eral court for $250,000. With the 
approval of Judge John C. Knox, 
the two theatre chains will pay over 
that sum to Kenneth P. Steinrich 
and Leopold Porrino, FTC trustees, 








to wind up purchase of the class A | 
stock of Metropolitan Playhouses, | 
Inc., originally put through in 1934. | 


Under the terms of- the '34 deal, 
the two theatre circuits pacted for 
the stock at an overall price of 
$850,000, of which FTC’s share was 
fixed at $150,000, then paid to the 
company’s receiver. FTC’s creditors 
subsequently objected to the prop- 
osition and spun out the long legal 
tangle until the added $250,000 was 
finally agreed upon. 

Additional coin will be distributed 
to FTC’s creditors and stockholders 
by the trustees. 


CSU ACCEPTS IBEW 
LOCAL’S RESIGNATION 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Withdrawal from Conference of 
Studio Unions of Local 40, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, has been accepted, with 
CSU contending that the local lost 
its autonomy when the international 
took over local last week. 

Screen Actors Guild membership 
held second vote of confidence, sup- 
porting action of board of directors 
in curregt strike. Members had been 
asked to vote in secret ballot refer- 
endum on three questions dealing 
with SAG policy and plan of inter- 
faith council calling for national 
AFL leaders to effect settlement of 
jurisdictional fight. 


Famous Studios Signs 








With Cartoonists Guild 


} . 
Famous Studios, animated cartoon | background of the times. 


Producers, signed a one-year con- 


tract with the Screen Cartoonists | 


Guild in New York last week (31) 
providing for a 25% 
Pact also called for two-week vaca- 
tions, severance pay of one-half day 
per month of service and sick leave. 
New basic minimums are $125 per 


week for animators, $75 for assistant 


animators, $125 for scripters, $44 for 
painters and $103 for cameramen. 
SCG is currently carrying on nego- 
tiations with Terry-tune Studios, | 
New Rochelie, N. Y, 





hike in wages. | 








LACK OF STARS 
DELAYS FILMING 


Catholic Drive Against ‘Immoral 
Pix Has Industry Plenty Worried 


+ Move by Los Angeles Catholics to 





Independent producers without di- 





Boyer Inks Ent. Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Enterprise handed Charles Boyer 
a player contract calling for two 
pictures annually for seven years. 


First chore under the new pact | 


will be in a Lewis Milestone produc- 
tion, still untitled and slated to roll 
in April. After that, Boyer will 
fly to France for his first visit since | 
1939, when he was released from the 
French army. 


MPA Surveys 
Labor Picture 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
New survey of Hollywood's 10 





major studios is being conducted by | 


the Motion Picture Assn. to ascer- 
tain the number of workers on the | 


‘| lots and to get a clearer view of the 


Most recent | 
nine months ago, 


overall labor situation. 
survey, 


changed considerably during that 
period. 


Unofficial 


Production schedules on the big lots 
have been cut down, partly because 
of heavy backlogs and partly be- 
cause of the trimming of “B” prod- 
uct. 

Members of the MPA are Metro, 
Paramount, Warners, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia, Goldwyn, RKO, Repubtic, 
Hal Roach and Universal-Interna- 
tional. These studios employ about 
75% of the industry’s personnel. 


Non-members of the MPA, em- 
ploying the other 25%, are Mono- 
gram, Eagle-Lion, PRC, Enterprise, 
Disney, General Service, Techni- 
color, Cinecolor and several others. 


UA PRODUCTION 0 OF TRIO 
MULLED BY BIGGIES 


Deal is being mulled by United 
Artists execs for production § in 
England of three pictures, according 
to Dave Coplan, general manager of 
UA for Great Britain. Coplan ar- 
rived Monday (3) 'on-.the Queen 
Elizabeth for huddies with UA dis- 
tribution veepee Grad Sears on the 
possibility. 

Coplan wouldn’t reveal the na- 
ture or titles of the films, but said 
that if the deal went through they 
would be produced and distributed 
by UA. He added that British film 
business, although off from wartime 
peaks by about 6%, is continuing 
excellent. 

Coplan will remain in New York 
for four weeks. 


20th Pays $250,000 


For New Sherman Novel : 


Purchase price for Richard Sher- | 
man’s novel, “Not So Long Ago,” ac- 
quired by 20th-Fox last week, is 
understood to be $250,000—the price 
tag placed on it by the agent, Har- 
old Ober. Darryl Zanuck has as- 








| signed William Perlberg to produce 


the film, with the tentative starting 
date set for late this year. 

Yarn is of the tribulations of a 
young married couple from the 1933 
bank holiday to 1946, with the .final 
maturing of their love against the 
It will be 
a five-part Good Housekeeping se- 
rialization, starting in May, and will 
be published as a book by Little 
Brown next fall. 





3 INDIES INCORP. 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Three new indie production com- 
panies filed incorporation 
here in county clerk’s offices. 
Outfits are Heritage Films, San- 
tanna Pictures Co. and Ensign Pro- 
ductions, 


showed 
21,000 employes, but conditions have | 


opinion is that the; 
number of workers has decreased. | 


papers | 


|rect studio affiliations have been 
|running into trouble recently in 


Autry Opens Offices 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

















ining up name players for their Bix Gene Autry Productions officially 
delay eodiniinn on that account. opened offices on the Columbia lo 
yesterday (3), and Armand Schaefer 
Difficulty is that rising production immediately bought “The Bar B 
| costs have made the producers chary | stallion” for their indie unit’s first 
of going ahead with films that don’t production. 
| have proven b.o. names. They can’t | , Shooting is expected to start May 
| See—nor can their banks and finan- | , with Autry due here Feb. 11 after 
cial backers—inveSting $1,500,000 or > dates in Texas. 
more in a pic that doesn’t carry the | 
insurance of a high-powered mar- | 
quee draw. A 
A few years back the indies were oll 00 an 
enabled to attract name players by | 
offering a share of the film’s income. 
That’s such an accepted procedure | 5 
;now that it is no particular induce- | a up or 
ment. Stars get so many such offers | 
that they merely sort them out, and| fEyery producer his own 
| some indies necessarily get passed | Gallup—at $395—is the offer Me on 
| by in the process. made currently by the special prod- 
One of the principal reasons, how-| ucts division of General Electric. 
ever, for scarcity of players avail-| GE has devised and is selling for 
able to unaffiliated producers is the | ¢395 an “opinion meter” similar— 
| number of stars who own a share of | hut considerably simplified—to that 
their own units and are tied in with | used by Gallup’s Audience Research 
a producer, director and, sometimes, | Institute for determing reaction of a 
| writers, on a regular basis. Indies | selected. cross-section audience to 
who have no such standing tieups | each foot of a picture as it rolls by. 
are the ones who are getting frozen; GE's meter is similar to Gallup’s 
out on star names. | in that each member of the audience 
Getting hurt most in the present | holds in his hand a little circular 
scuffle for top players are the inter- | gadget on which can be indicated 
| mediate units, many of which release | the degree of enjoyment—or lack of 
through United Artists, that can’t | it—of the film as it is thrown on the 
offer the attraction of a story prop-| screen, All of the reactions from 
|erty made from a _ bestseller or} the various “stations,” as they are} 
| Broadway hit and with a production | called, are electrically averaged and 
| budget up over $2,000,000. indicated. On Gallup's machine, the 
results are continuously recorded by 
° ° ° a stylus device, while on GE’s meter 
L.A. City Council Nixes they show on a large clock, marked 
| 5 4 zero to 100, and must be copied 
Meddling in Walkout | ¢°w". al 
| Gallup contraption is used by a 
Los Angeles, Feb. 4. flock of producers, including David 


of 11 to 3, to interfere with the | to assist in editing their pix. Gallup 
studio strike in Hollywood. Civic | gets a national cross-section audi- 
| fathers tossed out a resolution, in- | ence together for a preview and pix 
{troduced by Councilman John R./|are cut according to parts these 
Roden, demanding that both sides | guinea-pig spectators like and dis- 
in the film labor war submit to ar- | like. 
bitration. About 80 persons are used by 
Opponents of the resolution con- | Gallup. GE gadget comes equipped 
tended that the Council is a legisla- | to handle opinion of 12 people, but 
lative bodyeand kas no right to butt | additional hand recorders, can be 
| into industrial battles. (Continued on page 27) 


Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. at Republic . . . Buddy Shaw sue- 
Eagle-Lion opened 12 new cutting | ceeded Nick Tro-«ti as casting di- 
rooms and will have two new pro-/| rector in charge of extras at Re- 
jection rooms in operation in three | public . .. Boris Karloff inked for 
weeks, ata total cost o: $150,000 . a heavy role in Hunt Stromberg’s 
Bobby Driscoll, moppet, inked as | “Personal Column.” . Lewis Allen 
Eddie Cantor’s son in “If You Knew | was assigned to direct “For Her to 
| Susie” at RKO... John G. Smith, | See” at Paramount . .. Warners re- 
former jockey and current racetrack | sumed shooting on “The Woman in 
steward, signed as technical advisor | White,” delayed by an accident to 
on racing sequences in Sol Lesser’s | Alexis Smith ... Jack Elliott Pro- 
“Show Me a Land.” ... Joe Her- | ductions’ first tunefilm, “The Dan- 
nandez assigned as background an-|ger Ring” resumed work‘ after a 
-nouncer of racetrack scenes in| three-month halt for script 
“Gallant Man” at Republic . | changes. ; 2 
Frank Borzage’s next production at George Blair will direct “Dare- 
Republic will be “Fall on Your | devils of the Sky,” to be produced 
Knees,” based on a novel by Mar- by William J. O'Sullivan at Repub- 
tha Cheevers . .. Shimen Ruskin, lic... Arnold Grant was named chair- 
checked in from New York for a|man of the board of Four Leaf 
comic role in “Dark Passage” at| Clover Pictures, new indie outfit 
| Warners. | which will tee off with “Las Vegas.” 
PRC inked John Sutherland to} ...Mark Dennis, moppet, draws his 
produce the next yarn in the, fifth role at Columbia in “Major 
“Michael Shayne” series, a mystery | Denning’s Trust Estate,” to be di- 
with a racetrac’: background, slated | rected by Robert Gordon...Charles 
to start Feb. 10. William Beaudine | Winninger will play his fourth role 
will direct, with Hugh .Beaumont| with Deanna Durbin in “For the 
continuing in the top role... Love of Mary” at Universal-Inter- 
Stephen Ames draws production | national.. Stan Ross, nitery per- 
'reins on “Sacajawea,” tale of the | pormer, makes his film pic, “Broad- 
| Indian maid “who guided the Lewis | way Baby,” produced by Sam Katz- 
‘and Clark pioneering expedition in | man for Columbia...Fortunio Bona- 
'the Pacific Northwest. Outdoor | nova gets the star male part in the 
scenes will be filmed in Oregon, in | Spanish version of “Blue Angel,” to 
Technicolor. Genevieve . Haugen | be made by Pan American in Mexico 
Nosseck, author of the yarn, is do-| City, with Maria Felix as femme 
ing the screenplay. topper. 
| Metro will satirize the whodunits Next for Roy Rogers-at Republic 
in “The Cuckoo Murder Case,” a | will be “Springtime in the Sierras,” 
short subject to be produced by Fred | slated to start Feb. 10, with William 
Quimby and directed by Tex Avery | Witney directing and J. Edward 
. Chester Conklir. draws a comic | White as producer. Dale Evans will 
J role in “Jesse James Rides Again” | be femme lead. 


| City Council refused, by a vote|O. Selznick and Samuel Goldwyn, 
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boycott films for a month as a pro- 
test against “immoral pictures” was 
viewed yesterday (Tuesday) with 
extreme gravity by industry execs 
on both coasts. Aside from the im- 
mediate economic effect on films— 
which could be considerable with 
the boycott threatening to extend to 
6,000,000 Sodality members through- 
out the country—picture execs are 
greatly concerned over the implica- 
tions in the strong Catholic action. 

Primarily disturbing is the ad- 
verse reaction to the entire indus- 
try brought about by the Catholic 
move which appears to be aimed— 
at the moment, at least—at only two 
pictures: Howard Hughes’ “The 


Outlaw” and David O. Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun.” Despite assur- 
ances of Archbishop John J. Cant- 
well of Los Angeles that:he would 
not seek a boycott of all films, in- 


dustryites fear that there cannot 
help but be a bad aura attached to 
the whole of Hollywood's output by 
the Sodality action. 

It is pointed out that, despite some 
criticism of other films during the 
year, the percentage of pix at which 
there could be any justifiable finger- 
pointing was negligible. For the 405 
releases in 1946 of the 11 top com- 

Caaees, on ore 29) 


Changes in 20th-Fox 
Policy, Via Decree, 


Set for Sales Talks 


First postwar general sales con- 
vention of 20th-Fox, scheduled for 
Feb. 17, 18 and 19, at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., will deal with changes in 20th’s 
sales policy mecessitated by the anti- 
trust decree. Meet will be attended 
by about 75 men, including all home- 
office sales execs, division and 
branch managers and Movietone pro- 
ducer Edmund Reek, Terrytoon pro- 
ducer Paul Terry, and March of Time 
producer Richard de Rochemont. 

Tom J. Connors, veepee over sales, 
is slated to handle the new sales 
policy and will also announce com- 
petitive plans for the different 20th 
branches for 1947. An entire session 
will be devoted to advertising plans, 
presided over by Charles Schlagifer, 
ad-pub chief. It’s expected that all 
sales accessories on pix to be re- 
leased until the end of spring will 
be ready to show the sales staff by 
the time the meet tees off. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th prexy, will 
report to the salesmen on his trip 
to the Coast, where he’s currently 
huddling with production’ chief 
Darryl F. Zanuck and Joseph M. 
Schenck, and looking over new 
product. 


COTTEN, DIETERLE HEAD 
‘JENNIE’ GROUP EAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Joseph Cotten trained east yester- 
day (3), followed by William 
Dieterle and art director Joseph 
McMillan Johnson today (4), as 
vanguard of group» to work on 
“Portrait of Jennie” for David O. 
Selznick in New York. Entire film 
is to be made in Gotham, with most 
of unit going east from Hollywood. 

Joseph August, the cameraman, 
trains out tomorrow (5): studio 
technical adviser James Stewart 
and production manager Dewey 
Starkey leave Friday; Jennifer 





| Jones is expected to leave over the 
| weekend. Producer David Hemp- 


stead and author Peter Berneis fly 
east Monday (10). 





Reps Lesser in Europe 

David Griffith, former rep of In- 
ternational Pictures in London, has 
been named to represent Sol Lesser 
Productions in England and on the 
Continent. He was appointed by 
Lou Hyman, Lesser distrib chief, 
who returned to New York from 
London Monday (3). 

Griffith was at one time head of 
First National Pictures in England, 
He'll headquarter for Lesser in Lon- 
don, covering Europe out of there. 
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Word-of-mouth raves, enthusiastic 


newspaper editorials, radio tributes and 



















top audience enjoyment are zooming grosses 
for long runs everywhere on “IT’S A 
_ WONDERFUL LIFE”... 7th week in New York; 6th 
week Chicago and ‘Minneapolis; 5th week 
Kansas City, Los Angeles (2 houses) and 
St. Paul; 4th week Detroit, San Francisco, 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Milwaukee! 
.«. ALL early engagements PROVE that 
here is THE BIG SHOW FOR EXTENDED 
PLAYING 





| Produced and ( 
Directed by FRANK APRA 
Released by RKO Radio Pictures, Ine. 
Screen Play by FRANCES GOODRICH, ALBERT HACKETT, FRANK CAPRA 


Menace ER Oe : oe . Additional Scenes by JO SWERLING © From a story by PHILIP VAN DOREN STERN 
| AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD WEEK FEBRUARY 16-23 
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20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar 


pre- | 


The Late George Apley| Smash Up—The Story of Miniature Reviews 


duction. 
Vanessa 


Stars 
Brewn, 


Ronald Colman; 
Richard Haydn, 
Russell, Richard Ney, Edna Best, Mildred 
Natwick, Percy Waram, Nydia Westman 
and Peggy Cummins, Directed by Joseph 
L. Mankiewicz. Screenplay, Philip Dunne, 
fiom Broadway plgy hy John P. Maraquand 
and George S. Kaufman, based on Pulitzer 


features 
Charles 


prize novel by Marquand, camera, Joseph 
La Shelle; editor, James B. Ciark; music, 
Cyril J. Mockridge; music director, Alfred 
Newman: special photographic effects, Fred 
Sersen. Tradeshown in N. Y., Jan. 30, ‘47 


Running time, 98 MINS. 


Gearee AMO oo vcdscccecéicss Ronaki Colman 


Bieanor Apley...scdecececees Peggy Cummins 
Agnes....... pees waed oe kas Vanessa Brown 
Horatio Willing..........- Richard Haydn 
Hioward Poulder........... Charles Russell 
Jobn Apley nae wee Richard Ney 
Catherine SO ES Tee Edna Hes 
Amelia Newcombe ee Mildred Natwick 
Rover Newcomb , Pere Wat 1 
lane Wiling.. ees Nvdia Westman 
We. . ks weksb hate .Francis Pierlo 
Margaret Kathleen llowuard 
Julian Dole X Paul Harvey 
SOURS cad edan eps Cost eben Helen Freeman 
Chestnut Vendor sateen bhere Lyon 
Henry Aples William M« T 
Charles . Clifferd Brooke 
Manager of Modiste Shop. D d Ron 
Madame of Modiste Shop Ottola Nesmith 
Policeman ie oe eG ee J. Pat Moriarity 


John P. Marquand’s story of Bos- 
ton manners and high morals, which 
achieved a considerable success as a 
novel and later as a Broadway stage 
play, now emerges as humorous sa- 
tire for the screen. “Apley” as a 
film, perhavs, has not the bite of 
the play and book. but it has enough 


to satisfy the boxoffice 

Marquand’s yarn, which he and 
George S. Kaufman adapted for 
Broadway a couple of seasons ago, 


is basically the same as the book and 
play. And it’s something of which 
Boston may well be conscious. For 
Marquand lampoons Bostonians, cir- 
ca 1912, with a bite and relish that 
leaves them hanging on the ropes. 
Beacon street could never have been 
like this! : 
“Apley” deals with a Beacon street 
family of that name, whose paternal 


elder is more concerned with being | 


the Blue Hill 
directorate, or 


Bird 
fighting 


elected to 
Watchers’ 


7 
a Woman 
(SONGS) 
| ‘Universal-International release of Walter 
Wanger production, Stars Susan Hayward, 
J.ee Bowman; features Marsha Hunt, Eddie 


— 


“The 
(20th ). 
in boxoffice-puller, adaptation of 


Late George Apley” 
Ronald Colman starred 


| 
Albert, Carl Esmond Directed by Stuart | stage hit. 
Heisler Screenplay, John Howard Lawson, | f. 7 Story of a 
based on story by Dorothy Parker, Frank | Simash Up the y 
Cavett; camera, Stanley Cortez; editor, | Woman” (Songs) (U-I). Susan 


Milton Carruth; songs, Jimmy McHugh and 





Hayward as a dipso in lush Wal- 


|} Harold Adamson: Jack Brooks and Edgar | : ed pos 
\ Fairchild; music, Daniele Amfitheatrof. ter Wanger production; good b.o. 
Tradeshown in N. ¥., Feb, 4, "46. Running | “Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) 
time, 103 MENS, ; Senge an 
pe et RIC AY Susan Hayward Mild Irish comedy best suited 
INEM CONWHY occ cceree renner eens Lee Bowmen for smaller family houses. 
Martha Gray i Hunt ‘ ae 
cern ling fey ng diel hah lie dd eo 5, Kdde Albert “Nora Prentiss (WB). Dull 
Dr, Lorene. ...csrcccsccaiiess .Carl Esmond melodrama with name of Ann 
a ‘“s belch beedet ders Ch . 'D neoae Sheridan to help at boxoffice. 
Mit PAWEOM. coccuceeaete raries iro Hee - es 
\ Kirk... sie 3a lanet Murdoch “Johnny O’Clock” (Col). 
oe socecee ae Vr Smart whodunit, with Dick 
nee ‘ eeeseoees e* “narsyn yne . - 
te Gorden. trcalts Liibehert, Banya Powell, should register at the 
Emcee meer Larry | Blak b.o. 
Voll teorge eke 
pe CL Leo $e vin Alderson “The Brasher Doubloon”. . 
ran aee aC} (20th). Mediocre whodunit 
“Smash-up—The Story of a Wom- based on Raymond Chandler 
an” delineates the disintegration ol novel. 
a woman’s character because of “& Yank in Rome”. (World 
liquor and, as such, will undoubtedly | Wi ; ; A : 
‘ , ” ide). Bi-lingual, Italian-made 
be compared to “Lost Weekend. dt a . 


While it’s not the classic that “Week- | 
end” was, mostly because of a weaker 


romantic comedy is okay entér- 
tainment; should do well. 


istory, it’s still a highly-interesting | “The Red House” (UA). 
land capable job that should do good; Leisurely - paced psychological 


biz in all situations. Marquee lure 
lisn’t too bright but exhibs will cap- 
‘italize from good word-of-mouth, 
especially from the distaffers. 


thriller with Edward G. Robin- 
son. Fair b.o. draw. 
“It Happened on 5th Avenue” 


Just as Ray Milland achieved his (Songs) (Allied Artists). Com- 
lsreatest prominence because of| ¢4¥-drama iaunches upper- 
|“Weekend,” Susan Hayward gets her| bracket Monogram co.; good’ b.0. 
biggest brtak to date in this one. | “Boy! What a Girl” (musical) 
Under the competent direction of| (Herald). All-Negro  tunepic 


dies a difficult thesping job with ease 


land assurance, faltering only where 
the story bogs down. Pixie quality 
and her beauteous looks enhance 
greatly her characterization of the 
|gal who becomes a dipso to over- 
/come an inferiority complex. 

Any drawbacks to “Smash-Up” can 
|be traced to John Howard Lawson’s 
screenplay, based on an original story 
by Dorothy Parker and Frank Ca- 
vett. Tale has Miss Hayward as a 





Not So Late Mr. Apley 


Between the stage and screen 
versions of “The Late George 
Apley” a paradox has presented 
itself. 

In the stage play the character 
George Apley dies, with the 
epilog cueing the play’s title. In 
the picture adaptation his death 
never occurs. What about that 
title? 


ss 








the erection of a giant Grape-Nuts 
electric sign on the Common, than 
anything of a more radical nature. 


In short, nothing ever really happens 


to the Apleys. 


George Apley does the same things | 


isuccessful nitery chanteuse who gives 
| up her career to marry a struggling 


}young singer. His break finally comes, 
| and his popularity sprouts a la Si- 
inatra but, in his effort to give his 
| wife everything she wants, he takes 
|}away all her feeling of usefulness to 


i\him and their child. Already mildly | 


addicted to drink because of stage- 
fright, she begins seeking constant 
refuge in the stuff until she’s a good 





|understanding husband finally sues 
for divorce. Near-tragedy snaps her 
jout of the dipso stages and the two 
are reconciled. 
Role of the husband, played by 
e Bowman, is overdrawn, since it’s 
| difficult to believe he could see his 
| wife sink so low and not try to dis- 


hig tates Wid hetors fim, and bis | erry ee, Oe Oe oe 
father’s father before him. And all ee ny oo 


staunch Harvard men. 


horrors are Yale, Worcester 


The family’s 
and 
some foreign place called New York 


Cast, though overshadowed for the 
most part by Miss Hayward, does 
well. Bowman is miscast as the hus- 


|Stuart Heisler, Miss Hayward han- | 


case for the alcoholic ward. Her mis- | 


strictly for houses 
that type clientele. 


catering to 








| avenue Irishman who has to bet the 
|ponies. He is always looking for the 
|pot of gold at the payoff window. 
|His multitude of creditors, continual 
| borrowing of $2 bets and interference 
in his daughter's romance carry the 
light plot along. 

Francis Edward Faragoh, John Mc- 
jNulty and Ann Froelick scripted, 
jbasing the screenplay of sketches by 
| McNulty. Since racial caricatures are 
;currentiy meeting with group dis- 
|pleasure there might be some minor 
isquawks on “Easy Come, Easy Go,” 
|but the general effect is so mild that 
no offense should be taken. 


Fitzgerald is good in his role. 
Diana Lynn, -his _ long-suffering 
daughter, has some good moments. 
Sonny Tufts is a returned Seabee 
; who dares love the daughter of Mar- 
jtin L. Donovan. Dick Foran, Frank 
|McHugh, Allen Jenkins, John Litel, 
|Arthur Shields, Frank Faylen and 


| others have little to do. 


| Daniel L. Fapp’s lensing measures 
‘up, and other credits are workman- 
\like jobs. Brog. 


Nora Prentiss 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 4, 


= Warners release of William Jacobs pro- 
City / band but gets as much as he can duction, Stars Ann Sheridan, Kent Smith, 
: from the role. Eddie Albert is excel- | bruce Bennett; features Robert Alda, Rose- 
The Apleys have a son and lent as the understandin friend, and | mary DeCamp, John Ridgely, Robert Ar- 
h j flict 
daughter, and the yarn’s_ conflic 


arises when the boy is discovered to 
be secretly wooing a girl from, of all 
places, Worcester. As if it isn’t bad 
enough that the daughter goes for a 
Yale instructor, it seems he’s also 
from New York. However, since the 


Old Eli lad quotes freely from Emer 


Marsha Hunt, as the other woman, 
handles an unsympathetic part nicely. 
Carl Esmond does okay as the 


Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son, two of which are already known 


thur, Wanda Hendrix. Directed by Vincent 
Sherman. Screenplay, N. Richard Nash; 
from story by Paul Webster and Jack So- 


; bell; camera, James Wong Howe: editor, 
medico. Owen Marks; songs, Jack Scholl, Bddie 
Film introes three new songs by Cherkose, M. K. Jerome; music, Franz 


Waxman. Tradeshown in Los Angeles, Feb. 
3, ‘47. Running time, 110 MINS, 
ee OM EE 55 06 638% os 0 Ann Sheridan 









: n through records and radio. Duo,|Dr. Richard Taibot............ Kent Smith 
son—George Apley’s favorite—that “Life Can Be Beautiful” and “Hush- tae .. Bruce Bennett 
partially vindicates him, and ulti-|a-Bye Island,” are in the “Hit Parade” iad MRAEEE. 664+ 000. 02+ Vike Rng Pa 
mately helps pave the way for the |jeague. Third, “I Miss That Feeling,” | Waiter Bailey................John Ridgely 
young lovers. The son is less fortun-|js equally good but is underplayed. |Gregory Talbot.............. Robert Arthur 
ate; he has to wed a girl of his own | There are also two cowboy songs by | Bonita Talbot...... Pibetecs Wanda Hendrix 
class, thereby emphasizing the | Jack Brooks and Edgar Fairchild, — | MiSs Judsen.------- stoke! eee Baatiipane 
thought that he, too, will go on bird-| Production mountings /are up to | Police Lieutenani....... 0... Harry Shannon 
watching and, probably, eating Post- | Wanger’s usual lush standards. Stan- | Pistriet Attorney.............4 James Flavin 
Toasties because of that Grape-Nuts | Jey ez’ camera work is outstand- | Doctor -.--------seeeee0: Dousias Kennedy 
sign. ing and the incidental music by | Poticeman..........cccese+ 0: Clifton Young 

Ronald Colman is playing the,Daniele Amfitheatrof excellent. DUNES cikavna tas 64 ttes) cas ote Adele St, Maur 
Apley elder, the part created for the Stal. : aimee 
theatre by Leo G. Carroll? Colman Nora Prentiss” is an overlong 


is handling the role with less sharp 
ness than Carroll, whose character 


ization produced a dryness that gave 
the caricature a particularly high 
Peggy Cummins, in 


comedy content. 
her first American film part, play 
the daughter excellently. A piquan 


blonde looker with an elf-like figure, 


Miss Cummins performs with con 
siderable vigor and 


the stodginess into which, 


smoothness. 
ict folds, he’s being relegated. | Martin ©. Donovan. ...... tarry Fitzgerald | Background is San Francisco and 
picture unfolds, s K *|Conmmie Donovan............... Diana Lynn | yg York th i | 
Lesser performances are all satis- ogg O’Connor...........-...8onny Tufts | of be th ‘it ’ hae er footage 
le Whipple....... ecvecsee..e DICK Foran | 0 Sites a physical aide, 
factory, namely those of Edna Best, |<. 5 as een | . 
the mother; Richard Haydn. Vanessa | Xie) ))77°2 22022222. ‘[))Allen Jenkina |, Yarn Concerns stuffy, middle-aged 
Brown, Charles Russell, Mildred Nat- |‘Tom Clancy.............64-. John Litet doctor who falls in love with a night- 
wick, and Percy Waram. | Mike Donovan. ....ceyeeeees Arthur Shiels club singer. To follow his love to 
: A P L. PPPeeeeeeETrPLrrrirer Tiere rank Faylen , : , . 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz has directed | Harry Weston.................James Burke New York, the doctor fakes death, 


for pace; the Fred Kohlmar produc 


authority. 
Richard Ney is the son, conveying 
as the 


-| Easy Come, Easy Go 
ri Hollywood, Jan. 30. 


Paramount release of Kenneth Macgowan 
voduction, Stars Barry Fitzgerald, Diana 
ayon,; Senuny Tufts; features Dick Foran. 
= Frank McHugh, Allen Jenkins, John Litel, 
© | Arthur Shields, Frank Faylen. Directed by 
t | John Farrow. Screenplay, Frapcis Kdwards 
Faragoh, Johii McNulty and Anne Froeh- 
lick, based on sketches by McNulty: cam- 
era, Daniel L. Fapp; process photography. 
Farciot Edouart; music, Roy Webb: edi- 
tor, Thomas Scott. Tradeshown in Los An- 
geles, Jan. 31, ‘47. Running time, 77 MINS. 










ccceocccccs cse0rge 


- | Gilligan Cleveland 





melodrama that will have to depend 
considerably on Ann Sheridan's draw 
value. It’s a story of romance be- 
_ tween a married man and a girl. 
which offers femme appeal angle as 
some boxoffice aid. But it’s never 
i‘duite believable. Miss Sheridan 
‘makes much of her role but the per- 
|3sonal achievement isn't enough to 
balance general shortcomings. Pro- 
‘duction has unsympathetic slant for 
leads and a lack of 





| destroying the body of a patient who 


, pers . : st | Angela Orunge....s.cccceses -. Ida Moore |had died in his office and assuming 
tion accoutrements are all high Pees 0. (a8) sci vi vdbssasend ns Rhys Wilfams | latter’s identity. This fz i in 
grade both sharply emphasizing a Ts See ..Oscar Rhdolph 2 - <w - act traps him 
what occasionally verges on the spain: 3 later when he’s arrested f@r killing 
burlesque. Yale men, no doubt. | There’s not too much reason for himself, is convicted and sent to the 


Kahn. 


Wallis Dates ‘To See’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 





Hal Wallis picked May 1 as the 
starting date of “For Her to See,” to 


be produced for Paramount at the |, natural for the role, but most of | Scenes showing the doctor's gradual | 


Denham studios, near London. 


|““Easy Come, Easy Go.” As a conse- 


;quence, it’s not always amusing and | 


| will have to depend upon cast names 
ito get by. Best reception will be re- 
{corded in smaller firstruns and from 
|family trade. 

| It's an Irish caricature of a son of 
the auld sod who lives for the horses. 
Barry Fitzgerald’s authentic Irish is 


death house without revealing true 
identity. While plot is supposedly 
based on actual insurance case his- 
|tory. script is full of holes that make 
for featherweight motivation, 

| Picture needs considerable editing 
to - reduce overlong footage and 
sharpen draggy pace. Particularly in 
need of scissoring are repetitious 


the other players are padded in and /moral breakdown, which slow reel- 


Lewis Allen, director, leaves for | mean little to the overall effect. 
England March 15, with Wallis and | Kenneth ag te eameeet on 
lowing two weeks |}2#" apparently modest budget, and 
a a ‘nine of “Be | John Farrow directed. As far as story 
Still, My Love,” originally slated to |values go. the team did an expert 


y }job. There are laughs, the running 
start this month, has been pushed {ime is reasonable, and plot mildly 
back to early autumn. jinteresting. Fitzgerald is a Third 


age to a walk. 


Miss Sheridan is the singer, and 
jhas two tunes to warble, “Would 
| You Like a Souvenir” and “Who 
|Cares What People Say.” Latfer is 
| best. Smith is okay dramatically in 
a part that doesn’t hold much water. 
‘Bruce Bennett, co-starred, has little 


Rosemary DeCamp, as Smith's wife, 


with limited material. 


Camera of James Wong Howe 
takes advantage of physical produc- 
tion appurtenances furnished by 
William Jacobs. Brog. 





Johnny Clock 


Columbia 





release of Edward G. Nealis 
production (Milton Holmes, assoc. pro- 
ducer). Stars Dick Powell, Evelyn Keyes; 
features Lee J, Cobb, Ellen Drew. Nina 
Foch, Drected by Robert Rossen. Screen- 
play, Rossen, from original by Milton 
Hoimes; camera, Burneit Guffey: editors, 
Warren Low Al Clark, Previewed in 
IN. Y¥. Jaws 30: "ak Running time, 985 | 
| MINS, 
| Johnny O' CIBER / wia-b0 Sen ccs Dick Powell 
| Nancy Hlobson........ Evelyn Keyes 
i Inspector Koch........... ‘ Lee J. Cobb 
| Nelle Marchettis........ Ellen Drew 
Harriet Hobson ee ee Nina Foch 
| Guido Marchettis........8. Thomas Gomez 
Charlie eo John Kellogg 
Chuck Blayden eee evewe jim Bannon 
| Slatternly Woman . . a Mabel Paige 
i Hotel Clerk ; Phil Brown 
| Turk ; -- Jeff Chandler 
| Punchy ae Te Tee eee Kit Guard 


| This is a smart whodunit, with at- 
tention to scripting, casting and 
|Camera-work lifting it above the 
javerage. Pic has action and. sus- 
;pense, and certain quick touches of 
| humor to add flavor. Ace perform- 
pce by Dick Powell, as a gambling 
|house overseer, and Lee J. Cobb, as 
la police inspector, alse up 


the rat- 


jing. Film will do biz. 
| Although the _ plot follows a 
| familiar pattern, the characteriza- 


jtions are fresh and the performances 
|good enough to overbalance. Dialog 
|is terse and topical, avoiding the 
|sentimental, phony touch 
{camera angles come along now and 
jthen to heighten interest and mo- 
|mentarily arrest the eye. Strong 
|teamplay by Robert Rossen, doubling 
jas director-scripter, and Milton 
| Holmes, original writer and associate 
| producer, also aids in making this a 
jsmooth production. Surprise, per- 
|haps, is Cobb’s excellent job as a 
| tough, realistic cop, in an unusual 
|portrait to point up the actor's 
versatility. ' 

Plot concerns Powell's operation 
jas a junior partner in S. Thomas 
:Gomez’s gambling joint, and his al- 
jlure for the ladies, especially Ellen 
|Drew, the boss’s wife. A cop tries 
jto cut into. the gambling racket and 
is murdered. The 
sweet on the cop, is also killed. When 


to do as a medico friend of Smith's. 
Robert Alda’s role is equalby short. 


and others in the cast do their best 


Unusual | 


hatcheck girl, | 


es, 
Fritz Kortner and Florence 
adequate in stock roles, 
Pic’s title refers to a r 
which Marlowe is assigned to track 
down after it’s been lifted from the 
collection of a rich old matron. While 
on its trail, the dick stumbles across 
the full quota of corpses of various 
gentry who were also interested in 
the numismatic sport, and is leq into 
various bang-up encounters with a 
blackmailing gang. 
Merged with the main plot line is 
the neurotic plight of Miss Guild 
who is bonded to the old matron out 
of fear of being implicated in the 
murder of the latter’s husband. Mar. 
lowe clears up the tangle by finding 
a newsreel shot which accidenj 


Bates, are 


are coin 





cn ally 
recorded the murder incident. In the 
complicated skein of events. not 
much logic is evident, with the pic 
relying almost exclusively upon a 
|sadistic impulse to carry it alon: 
| Production dress makes the most 
of a modest budget. John Brahm’s 


direction is st ralghtforw ard 


and the 
photography is good. 


Close edit 





keeps the film from lagging but one 
fight sequence unreels in bumpy 
fashion Herm 
A Yank in Rome 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
World Wide Film release of Lux Film 
| production, Features Valentina Cortese 
Leo Dale. Directed by Luigi Zampa, 
Screenplay, Aldo De Benedetti and Zampa 
ibased on story by Gina Castrignan at 
| Sauire, N. Y., Jan. 81, '47. Running time 
|110 MINS, : 
Maria... TEITTEi Vutentir ( 
Ib h cocecceseeeeces : Les Dale 
fom $0 00h 06066060 CO 66b8 Adolphe (elj 
i | BPOVEEET PET LT Tee Andre Checechio 
Lor Augusto. ........ , .Paolo Stoppa 
Elena : ooeeee ° -Elli Parve 





| 
| (In English and Italian; English 
Titles) 

Italian film industry’s first bi- 
lingual picture is a compelling com- 
,edy romance deftly woven around 
|\two GIs who have a week’s furlough 
‘in Rome. Despite a_ scanty plot, 
jearnest efforts of one Italian-speak- 
\ing soldier to win the affection of a 
|shy schoolteacher in the Italian cap- 
ital has the makings of first-rate en- 
tertainment, With 20 minutes judic- 
|iously scissored out of its 110 min- 
jutes’ running time. “A Yank in 
|Rome” should do well in arty houses 
las well as in theatres located in 
\Italian-speaking situations. Satisfac- 
itory English titles clarify the Italian 
|portion of the dialog. 

Eager to aid in reconstructing her 
|war-ravished town, schoolteacher 
Maria (Valentina Cortese) is en route 


the checker’s dancer sister (Evelyn | to Rome on a mission to bring back 


Keyes) comes to find out what hap- 
|pened to the girl, she steps into a 
jround of mystery centering about 
Powell. More shootings and killings 
jenliven the preceedings, as well as a 
romance between Powell and 
| Keyes, before copper Cobb unwinds 
the tangle. 


Brief bits are etched in as care- 


'ne’er-do-well Roberto (Andrea Chec- 
chi) to his father. If she’s suceessful, 
his father will pay for the restora- 
tion of the town’s school and church. 
GIs Dick and Tom (Leo Dale and 


Miss | 4dolpho Celi) introduce themselves, 


and the former falls heavily for 
Maria's petite, blonde charms. 
An elusive femme, Maria escapes 


fully as large parts, as for instance ee cames in the city tat Das is 


the performance of Mabel Paige as |* ,Petsistent suitor. 


'a nosy slattern in the hatchecker 
murder scene. Camera angles of a 
group of gamblers, taken from a 
balcony, or the legs of a couple 
walking and discussing the mystery, 
stand out. Powell has a happy as- 
signment as a wise-guy gambler and 
fills it neatly. Gomez, as his bull- 
headed superior, does , smooth job. 
Miss Keyes is attractive and appeal- 


Script cleverly 
merges a sightseeing ‘tour of Rome 
with Dick’s quest of Maria, and offers 
carriage driver Lor Augusto (Paolo 
Stoppa) some amusing lines. One 
striking scene brings Dick and Maria 
to St. Peter's, where the Pope him- 
self is seen in the footage. Partic- 
ularly poignant part is in the final 
reel, where Maria writes on the 
blackboard before her moppet class 
a quotation of Gen. Mark Clark, 





ing as Powell's sudden-found love, 
and Miss Drew sufficiently snaky 
as the faithless wife. Nina Foch, as 
the hatchecker, and John Kellogg, 
a bodyguard-valet. handle support- 
ing roles well. Production has the 
right swank note. Bron. 





The Brasher Doubloon 


4nh-Fox release -of Robert Bassler pro- 
duction, Stars George Montgomery, Nancy 
Guild; features Conrad Janis, Roy Roberts, 
Fritz Kortner, Florence Bates. Directed by 











John Brahm. Screenplay, Dorethy Han- 
nah; adaptation, Leonard Praskine, from 
Raymond Chandler novel: camera, Wloyd 
-- hern; Pua Harry Reynolds. Trade- 
shown N. Y., Feb. 3, °47. Runni ime, 
72 MINS. Bee 
3. a LER ee George Montgomery 
Merle Davis...................Nancy Guild 
| Leslie Murdock. ......sscceess Conrad Janis 
1 Ef, BUCOSO.. 66.0. oseece eo cers. Roy Roberts 
| WONG sc cd oe aSdaae eseeee. Fritz Kortner 
| Mrs. Murdotk....... oevebese Florence Bates 
| Blair.......... Eccecoeecccess Marvin. Miller 
| Morningstar seve scccocee Houseley Stevenson 
Ses ONE os Se cigkecbedstbke. ie Bob Adler 
CeOORe BBOGM. is occ cde fecha Jack Conrad 
Me PWD s«'s casey vacen cuyeney Alfred Linder 
| Manager........ Gb. brned sased Jack Overman 
| Mike Vids See qeded oe erry, Jack Stoney 
SAY Se eS Bt Pie te Ray Spiker 
| areser DUmOE ee de entguacss vee b6 Paul Maxey 





| Fourth and last of, the Raymond 
|\Chandler novels to be picturized, 
\“The Brasher Doubloon” is a who- 
dunit based on the escapades of that 
indestructible private investigator, 
|Philip Marlowe. Like its predeces- 
sors, this pic is loaded with enough 
|cadavers, tough muggs and mayhem 
ito sustain a modicum of excitement. 
| But it’s burdened by colorless script- 
ing that has melted Chandler's tight 
style into watery prose and a thesp- 


ing job in the central role that never | 


|attains credibility. Pic will be han- 
dicapped at the b.o.. moreover, by 
the obscurity of the title. 

George Montgomery suffers badly 
iby comparison with the other cel- 
_luloid Marlowes. Uneasy in his lines, 
| Montgomery is slightly wooden where 
gumshoe’s dry wit and 
boyish swagger. As the femme lead, 
Nancy Guild registers effectively as 





the distraught maid in distress de-| built up admirably. 


spite her overwritten part. 
the cast, headed by Conrad Janis, 


he should have been steely; for the | 


where he stated: “All we want of 
Italy is a piece of land to bury our 
dead.” 

Acting is generally good and is 
capped by the wistful, moving per- 
formance of Miss Cortese, while Dale 
registers as her pursuer. His com- 
panion, Adolpho Celi, typifies a GI 
on the loose with little on his mind 
besides women and liquor. Celi’s use 
of an Italian-English conversational 
dictionary will be familiar to ex- 
GIs who have had the misfortune to 
be in a country where they were un- 
able to understand the language. Rest 
of cast is adequate. Luigi Zampa’s 
direction is forthright while film's 
production values are enhanced by 
fine shots of St. Peter’s and viher 
Roman landmarks. 


The Red House 


United Artists release of Sol Lesser pro- 
duction. Stars Edward G. Robinson, Lon 
McCallister; features Judith Anderson, Rory 
Calhoun, Allene Roberts, Julie London, Ona 
Munson, Harry Shannon. Directed by Dele 
mer Daves. Screenplay by Daves. from 
novel by George Agnew Chamberlain: cam- 











era, Bert Glennon; editor, Merrill White? 
music, Dr. Miklos Rozsa. Tradeshown in 
N. Y., Jan. 31, ‘47. Running time, 100 
MINS. 

| Pete Morgan.......... Edward G. Robinson 
1 See ee a ee Lon MeCullistet 
is 0.0¥Ceheaue sata .. Judith Anderson 
Ss wetagesattceoaeesevbsbes Allene Roberts 
BIWOY 040 cdvie Cercccccvcscoesess Julie London 
Be an teViivetibeeeccaseede tes Rory Calhoun 
SNUG ONNUING be a 0096 ic cece’ o6 ..Ona Munson 
OR OI ere Harry Shannon 
SME, d8 66a céGeee4 _Arthur Space 
LL. 2 | Serer aa eT. t Walter Sande 


| 

: : 
“The Red House” is an interesting 
] 


psychological thriller, with its mood 
satisfactorily sustained throughout 
| the pic. Film, however, has too slow 
|a pace, so that the paucity of incident 
and action stands out sharply. De- 
| Spite good performances by Edward 
|G. Robinson, Judith Anderson, Allene 


| Roberts, Lon McCallister and others, 


| modest returns are indicated. 
Film has a simple, rustic quality 


: self-confi- |in scripting, setting and character- 
dence, he substitutes cuteness and a |ization. Sound effects are good, such 
lincidents as the terror of a youns 


/man lost in mysterious woods being 
Music, too. 1§ 


Rest of | worthy of comment, as an important 


(Continued on page 20) 
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- The National Conference of Christians and Jews is 
an organization devoted to good will among men. 
Or, what the charter of the United Nations de- 
fines as “Universal respect for an observance of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 
-without distinction as to race, language or re- 
ligion.” © American Brotherhood Week will be 
observed February 16-23, 1947. 


Joining together in this fight against prejudice will be: 


RADIO 
THE PRESS 


NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
and: the 


MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY! 


You are the Motion Picture Industry! 
You are the vital part of this drive! 


All you are asked to do is to obtain a minimum of 10 
people to sign a pledge card and mail it in with a 
contribution of at least $1.00 


‘SPYROS P. SKOURAS, National Chairman 
JACK KIRSCH, FRED WEHRENBERG, 
TED GAMBI.E, National Co-Chairmen 


a 
©) 
aA 
z 
Z 
» 
eeceeoeeveveeeeeee 





YOU ARE AN EXHIBITOR... 


Into your theatre regularly come the most important 
figures of your community—merchants, professional 
people, ordinary citizens. © All you are asked to 
do is to obtain 10 pledges—BUT YOU CAN GO 
FURTHER. ®. Through your many public-spirited 
activities in the past, your community has come to 
look to you for leadership. & Your friends, acquaint- 
ances and business connections will respond to your 
leadership in this drive—and will work with you in 
obtaining additional pledges beyond the minimum 
of 10 you are asked for! 


NOTE: You will receive these pledges through 
the mail, together with additional information about 


the drive. “ A special short news featurette, pro-. 


duced by David O. Selznick and featuring stars 
America knows and loves will be included in all 
newsreels issued the week of the drive! 





AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD 


HARRY §. TRUMAN, Hon. Choirmon JOHN G. WINANT, Choirmon 


| pledge allegiance to the ideal of my country—fair play for all. 
| pledge myself to keep America free from the disease of hate. 


In good heart | pledge unto my fellow-Americans all of the rights and dignities 
I desire for myself. 


And to win support for these principles, | join the American Brotherhood. 


ay: mae 
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- Company 
Has 
Such 
Sensational 
Boxoffice As 
HitsNow = Pa me 3 
Playing o ; F/ % 
And On 4 
The Way As sd 
TS 
i 
- J “ 
‘ta 
Pees eee : ft , re ae ti SIS a 
CENTURY-FOX tl), eae 


| i Ss *‘THE RAZOR’S EDGE”’ + “13 -_ MADELEINE’ - “THE SHOCKING MISS PILGRIM” In Technicolor « “CARNIVAL 
i | IN COSTA RICA” In Technicolor. + ‘‘THE LATE GEORGE APLEY”’ + “‘THE/HOMESTRETCH” In Technicolor 


AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD WEEK-—FEBRUARY 16-23 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Heavy Grosses Mock Chi Weather: 
Pilgrim, Stage 606; ‘People, Lynn 506. 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Heavy grossing pix seem to have 
held their own in bucking some of 
the season's worst weather yet, 
which sprang up suddenly during 


the middle of the week. Contrary to | 


expectations, the windy, snowy 
blasts took almost no toll at steady 
b.o.'s. 


> 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





eee 


This Week ....... ... $768,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year .. .8720,500 


16 theatres) 


Doll; ‘Wife’ 186 


(Based on 








Chicago brought in “Two Smart 
People.” replacing “Man I Love” 
after first week, but keeps Diana 
Lynn on stage for second frame. | 
This one is only looking for $50,(00. | 

Three other houses changed the 
marquees last week. Oriental upped | 
with “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” plus | 
Clyde McCoy orch on stage for an 
estimated $60,000, while Palace’s 
team of “San Quentin” and “Genius 
at Work” should run at $20,000 fol 


initial stanza. Two reissues at Rialto, 

“Captain Caution,” plus “Captain 

Fury.” are set at about $20,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95) — 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (6th wk). Story 
doesn’t change much here. stout 


$22,000. Lact week, handsome $25,000. 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) — 
“Two Smart Peop! (M-G) plus 
Diana Lynn tee rad stage revue. 


Opened Friday (31) for good $50,000 
Last week, “Man I Lov.” (WB) and 
same stage bill, about same. 

Garrick -B&K) (900; 65-95)—“The 
Verdict” (WB) (2nd wk). Dropped 
to fair $15,000 after last week’s fat 
$28.000 for nine days. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95) 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (6th wk). 
Even with the ad policy change. so- 
so $15.000. Just about matches last 
week. 

Oriental (Essaress) (3,400; 65-95) 

“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) 
with Clyde McCoy stage layout, 
opened Thursday (30) for sparky 
$60,000. Last week, “Strange Wom- 
an” (UA) and Milt Herth Trio in 
person (3d wk), fairish $42,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)—“San 
Quentin’ (RKO) teamed with “Ge- 
nius at Work” (RKO). Opened 
Wednesday (29) and should do 
around $20,000. Last week, “Swell 
Guy” (U) and “Vacation in Reno” 


GiKO) satisfactory $24,000 for J0 | 


davs. 

Rialto (Indie) 
“Captain Caution” 
tain Fury” 


(1,700; 65-95) 
(Indie) and “Cap- 
(Indie) (reissues) opened 
Tuesday (28) for healthy $20.000 
Last week, “Plainsman” (Par) plus 
“Jungle Princess” (Par) (reissues) 
(2d wk), strong $17,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 65-95) 
“Time, Place, Girl’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Sturdy $17,000. Last week, fast 
$20.00. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 65-95)— 
“Rozor’s Edge” (20th) (6th 
Cuts along at steady cliv for 
$30.000. Last week, noble $37,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- 
95) — “Till the Clouds Roll By” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Not cloudy with | 
$30.000. Last week, sunny $37,000. 

Woeds ‘(Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.20- 
$1.40-$1.80) — “Best Years of Lives” 
(RKO) (7th wk). Just about all it 
can do with great $42,000. Last week, 
same. 


Balto Biz Takes Spurt; 
‘Woman’ Surprising 206, 


big 





‘South’ 216, ‘Rue’ 136 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 
Business took a pleasing jump ioe 
this week, “The Strange Woman” 


drawing surpr isingly well at Loew's | 


Century and “Song of the South” 
faring e xtia well at the combo Hip- |, 
odrome. “Never Say Goodbye” at 


he Stanley is below expectations as | 
the rest of the town remains steady | 


all around, 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—"Strange Woman” (UA). A real 
sleeper, reaching out for a surprising 
possibility of ,000. Last week, 
second of “Secret Heart’ (M-G), 
was fairish at $10,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 


20-75)—"Song of the South” (RKO) 
pilus vaude. Going very well at $21.- 
000. Last week, fourth and final 
week of “Jolson Story” (Col) 
vaude wound up big money run with 
steady $14,700 for last round. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.460: 20- 
60)—‘“Notorious Gentleman” (U-1). 
Opened today (Tues.) after week of 
“T'll Be Yours” (U) to nice $10,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55 )—“The 
Bowery” (20th) (reissue). Mild re- 
sponse at $3,500. Last week, “Her 
Sister's Secret’ (PRC), average re- 


sponse at $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 
“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th). Doing 
well enough at $13,000. Last week, 
fifth and last round of “Razor's 
Edee.”’ 
finnl sesh at $8,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280;  25-75)— 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Not 
up to expectations at $15,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, third of “Blue 
Skies” (Par), held well at $13.300. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500: 35-65 )— 
“It's Worderful Life’ (RKO) (2nd 
wk). Going well at $17,000 after a 

ila cetaway on house opening at 
$21.20. 


wk. | 


and | 


wound up profitable run with | 


In Dull St. Loo ; 


St. Louis, Feb. 4. 
The temperature and grosses at 


ithe big houses dropped simultane- 
;Ously and “Magnificent Doll” paired 
with “Wife Wanted” will cop the 
best take. “Secret Heart,” 
two h.o., is in second place. 
V” is grabbing neat matinee biz from 
school children. 
Estimate for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and 


50-75) 
“Wife 


Wanted” (Mono), $18,000. Last week, 
;*Suspicion” (RKO) and “Love Af- 
| fair’ (RKO) (reissues), $13,500. 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"13 Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) and “Dick Tracy 
Vs. Cueball” (RKO). Holding over 
|W ith $68,000 after swell $25,000 first | 
| stanza. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)—! Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)—“It’sa 
“The Secret Heart” (M-G). H.o.! Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and “Gen- | 
| Will tack on $17,000 after sock $27,-| tleman Joe Palooka” (RKO) (2d 
| 500. | wk). Slated for snappy $19,000 after 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)—)} spurting to hit $21,000 in first sesh. 
“If I Had My Way” (U) and “Shadow | Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 44-65) 
}of Doubt” (U) (reissues), $10,000. | —“Sarat ga Trunk” (WB) (reissue). 
|Last week, “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” | Very nice $6,500. Last week, “King’s 
| (20th) and “Dangerous ee fee (WB? and “Wild Bill Hickok 
| (20th) (2d wk). $12,000. Rides” (WB) (2d wk) (reissues), 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 50-75) -| good $5.000. 

“Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d | Fay’s (Fay) (1.400; 44-65)—“Three 
/wk). Will add $7.000 to the $9,000 | Little Girls i Blue” (20th) (reissue) 
snared for first session of m.o. fand v — on stage. Peppy $8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)—| Last week, “Sun Valley Serenade” 
“Dark Mirror” (U) and. ‘Fabulous | 20th) (reissues) and vaude, steady 
Susanne” (Rep). $12,000. Last week, | $7.00. 

“Humoresque” (WB). m.o., $7,000. Majestic (Fav) (2.200: 44-65) — 
Shady Oak (F&M) (676: $1.20-| “The Time, the Place. and the Girl” 
$2.40)—“Henry V” (UA). H.o. $10,-| (\7B) (2d wk). Sock $15,000. First 


000 after $12,000 


Cold Dents Seattle B.0.; 


Se attle, Feb. 4. 


Again ice and 


snow have dented; State ‘Loew) (3.200: -65) — 
‘boxoffices due to hilly and slippery | “Strange Woman” iuaD wal sing. | ee ee | Sees ee 
|roads keeping autos in the garages. f- in the Corn.” Opened Tuesday. ($47 rien. Scene ENSiOereee e 
especially evenings. | Only Sunday | Last week, “Secret Heart” (M-G) | Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
jreally big. Thus continues this area’s| and “Boston Blackie” (M-G) (2d |—“Lady in Lake’ (M-G) plus Tex 
most winterish winter in many vears.| wk). very good $16. 000. Hefty. lift |Beneke orch, Gene Sheldon on stage | 
“Jolson” and “Razor's Edge” are| which earned $22.500 in first sesh | (2d wk), Holding up well with nifty 
both in sixth stanza, doing nicely.| earned holdover bid. $92,000 for week ending tonight 
“McGurk” is strong enough to hold| Strand (Silverman) (2.200; 44-65) | (Wednesday): last week. big $94,600. | 
at M. H.. while “Dark Mirror” is ditto |--“Jolson Story” (Col) (24 wk be- | Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | 
\for move to Roosevelt for third week. | gan Monday). First sesh wowed soins Reckoning” a (3d Res Saf 
os them to nifty tune of $20,000. till doing handsomely with hefty 
wr E ae > fn ope hecipon $ $30.000 for second stanza ending last 
le ue, Mouse (H-E) (800: 45-80)— | (Tuesday) night. Last week, smash 
Razor's Edge” (20th) (6th wk). | yo | ? 226 T | d | e |$40,000. Holds 
Looks for mild $4,000. after getting, JOISON Ops Indpis.; Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
by Egy nn dlnn  . ‘ ’ “Wonderful Lite’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
venue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) Razor 19G as Runnerup Perked slightly this week after sev- 
|"Fwo Smart People” (M-G) and eral faltering frames to chalk up | 
|“Personality Kid” (Col). Indicated Indianapolis, Feb. 4. okay $26,000 for session ending Fri- 
bad $7,500. Last werk. second of| Biz is upgraded considerably here day (7): last week, average $25,000. 
lou Woman” (UA), very nice} this week. on strength of two sock Continues 
‘ entries. “Razor's Edge” is zooming ” (Br: - 10-8 Ye 
Liberty (J&vH) (1.650: 45-80)— | at the Indiai.a. closely followed by eee tee Secret” Caan, cha wk) 
“Jolson” (Col) (6th wk). Headed for | “Jolson Story” (Col). Sizzling $22,- Newspaper pannings hurt this one. | 
‘reat $10,000. Looks like long run. | sible holdovers. “San Quentin” also | with only $6,900 in till for second 
Got immense $11.000 last week. looks extra nice at the Circle to |trame ending last (Tuesday) night: 
Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)— | complete first week lineup last week, mildish $9.000. Gives way 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (3d wk). Estimates for This Week after three days of third stanza to | 
Anticipated slow $4,400 for eight Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 40-60) |<. Quentin” (RKO) opening | 
days. Last week, second of “Brief |—“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Dick | gaturday (8) 
/Encounter” (Br) and “Faleon’s Ad-| Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO). Nifty k Golden (767? ($1.20-$2.40) —“Henry 
,venture” (RKO). fair $4,000. $11,000. Last week, “Deception” | y~ (yA) (23d wk). Keeping steady | 
Music Hall (H-E) (2.200; 45-80)— | (WB). Okay $12.000. pace on roadshow policy with okay | 
| “McGurk (M-G) (2d wk). Looks! Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 40-60) $10,000 for 22d week ending last 
like gow $6.000. Last week, swell | “Razor's Edge” (20th). Terrific $19.- | Saturday (1). 2ist week, good | 
| $12, 000. Last week, “Notorious” (RKO) | ¢9 999. “Iclds. | 
> om (H-E) (2.600: 45-80)— |! (2d wk). Good $11,500, on top of | ‘Holly wood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 
\“Decention” (WB). Expected good | $18.000 opener. | __“ttumoresque” (WB) (7th wk). 
'$12.000. Last week. second of “Dark Keith’s (Irdie) (1,300; 40-60) — Pleasant $23.500 for seventh frame 
Mirror” (U) and “Allotment Wives” | “Swell Guy” (U) (2d wk). Slow $4,- lending todav (Wednesday): last 
(Mono). Great $11.600. 500 following fair $9,000 first stanza. | eek. mildish $22,800. Holds. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80)— |, Loew's (Loew's) (2.450; 40-60) — | palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.20) 
“That Br#&nen Girl” (Rep). Plus | “Joluson Story” (Col ). Sizzling $22.- | «sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) (3d wk). 
staeg. Anticipated fair $6. 000. Last | 900. La:' week, “Secret Heart” | Still has them lined up. with excel- 
week, “Plainsman and Lady” (Rep). (M-G) (2d wk). Modest $9.500 after lent $50.000 for second frame ending 
Plus stage. “Chinese Phantasy.” ; $15.00 start. yesterday (Tuesdyy). Last week set 
idipped off due to storms. wound up Lyrie (Katz- Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— | new house mark with smash $53.400. 
iwith mild $6,500. King's Row” (WB) (reissue) and | paramount (Par) (3,664: 70-$1.50) | 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— | “Wild Bill Hickok” (WB) (reissue). | _«Fasy Come, Easy Go” (Par), plus 


“13 Rue Madeleine” ae “Shadowed.” 





| Wives” 


|from 


(Mono) 
Orpheum 


(3d wk). Moveover 
Indicated fair $4.- 
N00. Last week. third of 
|Place, Girl” (WB). fair $3.700. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
50)—"Darling Clementine” (20th) 
ond “Fnd of Time” (RKO) (ad run). 
Indicated so-so $3,000. Last week 
third run of “3 Wise Fools” (M-G) 
ind “Angel Shoulder” (UA), 


good 
6$3.500. 


‘Rue,’ ‘Shadowed’ 156 


‘Deception’ 146, Mont’! 


Montreal, Feb. 4. 


“Notorious,” at Loew’s, and “Black 


| Beauty.’ at Imperial, only h.o.s. “De- 
| ception,” new Palace flicker, looks 
\s 200d. 





Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)—‘No- 
body Lives Forever” (WB). Fairish 
$12,500. Last week, “Three Little 
Girls in Blue” (20th), so-so $12,000 
for single week's stay. 
Imperial (CT) (850; 30-50)—“Black 


;Beauty” (20th) and “Wanted for 
|Murder” (20th). Nice $4,500 for sec- 
ond stanza after boff $5,500 in first. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“No- 
torious”’ (RKO). Boff $16,000 in sec- 


|}ond week. Last week opened at socko 


$18,300. 


Palace (CT) (2.300: 35-63)—“De- 


With not a single newcomer on the } 


iscreens, Broadway film biz took an- 


other tumble this week. Street's 18 





ception” (WB). Good $14,000. Last | 
week, “No Leave. No Love” (M-G), 
airish $12,700 
Princess (CT) (2.300: 35-63 )—‘“Re- 
irn of Monte Cristo” (Col) and 
“Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Lady Luck” 
i} (RKO) and “Criminal Court” (RKO), 


one of | 
' 
“Henry | 


| with 
| over 


| Life,” 
| th 


| week's stand caucht 











“Time. | 


25- | 


| 


\ 


$7,800. 


‘Jolson’ $20,000 


} okay 


Paces Providence 


Providence. Feb. 4. 
hot is the word hereabouts 
most stands spurting to hold- 
biz. Hitting the second week 
trail are Albee's “It’s a Wonderful 

Majestic’s “Time, Place 
Girl.” Loew’s State's 
and Stran J’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Plenty 


“Secret 
| Heart” 


solid $18.000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 65- 

85) “Decoy” (WB) and Michael 

| O'Shea and Raymond Scott and his 


| band on stage for three-day week- 
= run. Neat $7,000. Last week, 
Genius at Work” (RKO) and Bob | 


rly on stage for 


three-day stand, 
ona $6.500. 





Average $7,500. Last week, “Cat 











Exnected $15.000 week. “Miss | Creeps” (U) and “She- -Wolf of Lon- 
Pilgrim” (20th) a "Terenas Jour- | don (Ud. Okaw $7,500. 
nev” (20th). In second week, okay | a= oars 
$7,800 } 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80)— | 
“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Allotment Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Disiributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


first-run theatres chalked up a fairish 


| $768,000, representing an acute drop 
| from last week's lush $813.500. Sur- 
iprisingly enough, however, several of 
the holdovers outgrossed their previ- 
ous week's earnings, which gives 
further indication that the customers 
have begun to shop for prod 

Metro’s “Yearling” again emerged 
as boxoffice champion, raking in a 
socko $144,000 at Radio City Music 
|Hall. a gain of $4,000 over the open- 
jing session last week. Hike in the 


and | 


“Jolson Story.” |' 


| Among 





gross is attributed to the fine word- 
of-mouth the film’s getting, most of it 
the result of almost unanimous news- 





paper raves. 4Best Years of Our | 
Lives” also outpulled last week's 
gross at the Astor, rising te a boffo 
$48,500 for its lith week at the 
house. 

“Sinbad the Sailor” was SRO at the 
Palace most of the week, grossing 
| $50,000. “Man I Love” at the Strand 
tipped slightly to a siill handsome 
1$53,000. and “Lady in Lake” dittoed 
iwith a nifty $92,000 at the Capitol. 


“Dead Reckoning” continued to pull 
strongly at the Criterion with a hefty 
$30,000 and “13 Rue Madeleine” main- 
jtained its steady pace at the Roxy 
with a sweet $93,500. “Swell Guy” 
also continued strong at the Winter 
|Garden, a neat $29,000. 

the marathoners, “It’s 
Wonderful Life” perked slightly at 
the Globe to gross an okay $26,000 in 
its seventh frame, while “Stairway to 
Heaven,” also in its seventh week, 
equalled last week’s take with an 
okay $16,000 at the Park Avenue. 
“Henry V,.” meanwhile 
merry pace 


continued its | 
at the Golden by topping |! 
last week’s gross with a neat $10,000. | “Bedelia” 





Bway Slip Showing; ‘Yearling’ 
Paces Field at Socko $144,000, 
‘Rue’ Steady 93/56, ‘Lady’ $92,000 


wk). Rolling along on house's modi- 
| fied roadshow policy with okay $16,- 
000 for sixth week ending yesterday 


| (Tuesday). Last week, about same, 
| Holds 
Rialto (Mayer ) (594. 35-85)— 
“Tower of London” (U) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Holding up well with strong 
$10,000 for second week ain LO- 
morrow (Thursday ): last week 
smash $14,500. Continues 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25)— 
California” (Par) (4th wk). Doing 
wit fairish $35,000 rd 
me ending Monday (3) night after 
noderate $37,000 in previ week 
Continues 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)—"13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th) plus Gracie 
Fields heading stagebill (4th wk). 
Strong weekend helped this one to 
sweet $93,500 for third weck ending 
vesterday (Tuesday); last week, fine 
$98,000. Makes way next Tuesday 


(11) for “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th), plus Evelyn Knight. Gil Lamb 
mm stage 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 43-$1.10)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) and John 
Boles heading stage show (lst wk). 
Winds un tonight (Wednesday) with 
nifty $33,400; last week. second and 
final frame of “Jolson Story” (Col) 
|plus Barry Gray topping stagebill, 
| sock $41.000. “Blue Skies” (Par) 
with Block and Sully, Wilbur Evans 
on stage opens tomorrow (Thursday) 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 
“Man I Love” (WB) plus stagebill 
headlined by Charlie Barnet orch 
| (2d wk). Continues strong despite 
critics’ pannings with handsome 
| $53,000 expected for second week 
| ending tomorroyv (Thursday): previ- 
lovs frame, hefty $59,000. Holds. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720-70-$1.20)— 
“Wake Up and Dream” (20th) (2d 
wk). Dropped to mildish $11. 000 for 
second frame ending tonight (Wed- 
nesday): last week, okay $14,800. 
(Eagle-Lion) opens Friday 


75-$1.50) 





Coming week will see only three | (7). 
new entries. “Easy Come, Easy Go” | winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
lreplaces “Perfect Marriage” today | $120)—“Swell Guy (U) (2d_ wk). 
(Wednesday) at the Paramount and | Dropping slightly to neat $20, 000 es- 
“Bedelia” comes in for “Wake Up!tjmated for second week endin 
jand Dream” on Friday (7) at the| Friday (7); last week, strong $33,0 
Victoria. “13 Rue Madeleine.” de- | for opener. Holds. 

spite its strong pull at the Roxy — 
makes way next Tuesday (11) for 


‘| 


“Shocking Miss Piigrim.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40)— 
‘Best Years of Lives’ (RKO) (11th 

wk). Almost phenomenal, with 
;week ending tomorrow (Thursday) 
expected to hit boffo $48,500, for a 





| 


| Stage 


— 





Count Basie orch, Ella Fitzgerald on 
opens today (Wednesday). 
Last week. third and final frame of 
“Perfect Marriage” 
Bros., Elliot Lawrence orch topping 
stagebill, weak $55,000: previous 
week. mildish $60,900. 

Radio City Music Hall 
lers) (5.945: 70-$2.40)—‘Yearling” 
(M-G) plus Patricia Bowman top- 
ping stage bill (24 wk). Catching on 
strong on the basis of fine word-of- 
mouth with resultant hike over 
opening frame to socko $144,000 for 
week ending tonight (Wednesday). 
Initial stanza. smash $140,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘Stairway to Heaven” (U) (7th 


(Rockefel- 


| 


L’ville Keen For 
‘Razor, $22,000 


Louisville, Feb. 4. 

Business is jumping at most of the 
firstruns this week. “Razor's Edge” 
at the Rialto is particularly sharp. 
| Across the street at the State “Jol- 
'son Story” is holding up to a high 
| percentage of the first week on h.o. 
| session, which spells big coin at that 
house. “San Quentin” st the Strand 
big, probably $7,500, helped by 
‘appearance of Lawrence Tierney 
| (Sun.-Mon.) and a lecturer, Mr. X, 
| balance of the week. “Swell Guy” 
at the National is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000; 
40-60 )—"Notorious” (RKO) (3d wk). 


is 


Catching fair $3,500 after m.o. from 
Rialto. Last week, “Blue Skies” 
'(Par) (4th downtown wk), neat 
$4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
and “Angel on My Shoulder” (UA), 
average $3,200. Last week, “I've Al- 


| Smart People” 


4Par) plus Mills | ~ 


ways Loved You” (Rep) and “Two 
(M-G), healthy $3,400. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60 )—“‘Humoresque” (WB). Go- 
ing for strong $11,000 on eight days. 


Last week. “Man I Love” (WB), 
solid $12,000 for 12 days. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 


“Swell Guy” (U-I) and “Flight to 


Now here” (PRC), looking to do an 
okay $12,000. Last week, “Tempta- 
tion” (U-I) and “Lady Chaser” 


(PRC) (2d wk), fairish $8,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—“Razor’s Edge” (20th). Patrons 
have been waiting to get this one, 
and response is enthusiastic. Should 
cop. splendid $22.000, and possible 
h.o. Last week, “Notorious” (RKO) 
(2d wk), good $14,000 and m.o. 

State (Loew's) (3.300; 40-60)— 
Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Per- 


|centage on second week is still high, 


with little slipping at the wicket in 
'evidence. Looking for virile $18.000 
after first week's sock $26.000 

Strand (Fourth Avenue’ (1,200; 
40-60)——"“San Quentin” (RKO) and 
“Dick Tracy Vs. Cueball” «RKO). 
Prison film hypoed by personal of 
Lawrence Tierney two days, and Mr, 
|X. lecturer, balance of week. All 
helping to boost the figure to solid 
| $7,500. Last week, “Meet John Doe” 
(FC) (reissue) and “Wife Wanted” 
(Mono), medium $5,500. 
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“Long lines sure to continue for many weeks... 
Metro holds the Music Hall records which should 
be surpassed .. . one.of the finest pictures of all 
time.” —QUINN, Mirror 


‘May very well come in as winner of the Academy 
Award ... something not to be missed.” 


—MISHKIN, Telegraph 


“One of the year’s smash hits .. . stands as one 
of Hollywood’s most impressive achievements.” 
"—PELSWICK, Journal-American 


“Hit the bullseye of popular taste.” 
—WINSTEN, Post 













"THIS IS THE 


YEAR OF 
THE 





 YEARLING/ 


in —say N.Y. Critics 





ACCLAIM! 


“Irresistible appeal . . . among the fine achieve- 
ments of the cinema.” —BARNES, Herald Tribune 


“A movie that will be remembered and loved 
for years ... one of the best pictures I’ve ever 
seen.” —CREELMAN, Sun 


“We've got to hand it to Metro. . . wealth of 
satisfaction few pictures ever attain.” 


—CROWTHER, Times 


“Going to be a favorite with moviegoers for 
many weeks to come... a grand picture.” 


—COHN, Brooklyn Eagle 








M-G-M presents “THE YEARLING” starring GREGORY PECK + JANE WYMAN «+ A CLARENCE BROWN 
PRODUCTION » Claude Jarman, Jr. as “Jody” + Clem Bevans + Margaret Wychérly * Forrest Tucker « Photo- - 
graphed in Technicolor + Screen Play by Paul Osborn + Based on the Pulitzer Prize Novel by Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings + Directed by Clarence Brown + Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN +A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD WEEK, FEBRUARY 16-23 


Wednesday, February 5, 1947 


. 





J 














saa 


‘the Met both staunch h.o.’s. 











Wednesday, February 5, 1947 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 1T 





Boston Biz Big; ‘Jolson’ 496 in 2 


Leading Town; 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

Plenty of biz here again this week, 
all spots catching whopping trade. 
Leading the town is “Jolson Story,” 
day-date at the Loew houses, but 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” at the Memo- 
rial and “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” at 
King 
Cole Trio hypoing “13 Rue Made- 
leine” to very high figure at the Bos- 
ton, and “Cross My Heart,” day-date 
Par-Fen nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 
“13 Rue Madeleine” 
Cole Trio, Sue Ryan, Arnaut Bros., 
others on stage. Plenty hot draw in 
Cole Trio, Boosting this bill up into 
the big figures near Haymes, Sinatra, 


(20th) plus King 


Rooney and Kave. Looks like $44.- 
000. Last week, “Boston Blackie 
Law” (Col) plus Johnny Johnson, 


Kathryn Grayson, others, $31,000. 
Esquire (M-P) (1,278; $1.80)— 

“Best Years of Lives” (RKO). Sixth 

week dropping off a Tittle to $10,000 


after nice $12,000, last. 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000: 40-74)— 
“Well-Digger’s Daughter’ (Indie). | 


Third week fine $7,000 after big $9,- 
000, second. 
Fenway (M-P) 


“Cross My Heart” 


(1,373; 40-80) 


(Par) and “Flight 


50-$1.10 )— | 


Rue, Stage $44,000 


¥ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Me WHOOM: win cecccc. $3,370,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 206 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 








| Total Gross Same Week 

| Last Year oe bees 6 $2,096,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 171 theatres) 
= 


‘Rue’ 4G, Philly: 








Life $36.00 


Philadelphia, Feb, 4. 

| “13 Rue Madeleine” sopping Phil- 
ly b.o. this week while rest of biz 
is Spotty. Surprise is reissue of 
‘Boom Town.” Getting okay atten- 
| fion is “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 


Estimates for This Week 


lle a et | es | Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94) — 
to Nowhere” (Indie). Firstrun at- | «mp, of, be , , hn A 
traction going to tasty $10,000. Last | tins Salt wit (U) he yi Holding 
week, “Time, Place, Girl” (WB) and | po $17,000. nice $15,000. Opener 
“Trap” (Mono), second week, $6,000. | ° fy A - ; 
Majestic (Indie) (1,200: 40-80)—| eet Then an ee 
“The Chase” (UA) and “Romance | Teirif $9 000. Last “A a Sorin : 
West” (PRC). Third week holding | piace Girl” (WB). eat $6 000 ame, 
up to a nice $7,000 after $8,000 last. Boyd (WB) 350. “50-04)__"Man 
vq emorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 1 Love” (WB) (2d wk). Mild $16,000. 
Its Wonderful. Life’ (RKO) and , 


“Lone Wolf” (Col). Second week 
big $28,000 after $31,000, first. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 
—‘Shocking Miss Pilgrim” 
and “Strange Journey”: (20th). Sec- 
ond week maintaining nice $28,000 
level after $33,000, first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col). Great $32,000, 
leading the town. Last week, “Secret 
Heart” (M-G). Second week dropped 
to $25,000 


40-80) 
(20th) 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— |} 


“Cross My Heart’ (Par) and “Flight 


to Nowhere” (Indie). Firstrun at- 
traction with okay $16,000. Last 
week, “Time, Place; Girl” (WB) and 


“Trap” (Mono), $14,000, second week. | 


State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col). Big draw with 
great $17,000 and h.o. Last week, 


“Secret Heart” (M-G). 
$14,000. 
Translux (Translux) (900: 30-74)— 


Second week, 


“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep) and “Crime, 
Inc.” (Rep) (reissue). Usual $5,000. 


Last week, “Lady Chaser” (PRC) and | 


“Dark Command” 


94 $00 (Rep) 
500. 


(reissue), 


‘Humoresque’ ‘Girl 236 


In Three to Lead Denver 


Denver, Feb. 4. 

Severe cold weather gave houses 
a slow opening this week but busi- 
ness picked up over the weekend. 
“Wonderful Life.” with “Boston 
Blackie and the Law” at Orpheum 
and “Cross My Heart” at Denham, 
holding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “The 
Trap” (Mone), after week at each 


Denver, Esquire. Webber. Fine 
$6,000. Last week, “Shocking Miss 
Pilgrim” (20th) and “Dangerous 


Millions” (20th) (m.o.), big $6,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70)— 
“Cross My Heart” (Par). Okay $11,- 
500 and holding. Last week. “Blue 
Skies” (Par) (5th wk), nice $9,200. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) —“Hu- 
moresque” (WB) and “Renegade 
Girl” (SG), day-date with Esquire, 
Webber. Good $15,000. Last week, 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Trap” 
(Mono), same as. Esquire, Webber, 
fine $17,000. 
.-Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—“Hu- 
moresque” (WB) and “Renegade 
Girl” (SG), day-date with Denver, 
Webber. Good $4,000. Last week, 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Trap” 
(Mono), same as Denver, Webber. 
good $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
“It’s a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and 
“Boston Blackie and the Law” (Col). 
Big $20,000 and holding. Last week. 


“Song of the South’ (RKO) and 
“Faleon’s Adventure” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $16.500 for a record second 


week for house. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 
“The Verdict” (WB) and “Riding the 


California Trail” (Mono). Nice 
$10,000. Last week, “Bachelor’s 
Daughters” (UA) and “Ginger” 


(Mono), fair $9,000. 
_ Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Shock- 
ing Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and “Dan- 
gerous Millions” (20th), after week 
at each Denver. Esquire.- Webber, 
Aladdin. Fair $4.000. Last week. “Ra- 
zor’s Edge’ (20th) (m.o.) good $5,- 
500. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Hu- 
tToresque” (WB) and “Renegade 
Cirl” (SG). day-date with Denver, 
Esquire. Good $4.090. Last week. 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Trap” 
(mono). same as Denver, Esquire, 
fine $5,000. 


| Opener fairish $22,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99) —“Rene- 
g: de Girl” (Indie) with stage show 
headed by Ralph Slater and Dave 
Apollon, gettine so-so $19,000. Last 
week, “That Brennan Girl’ (Rep) 
|}and stage bill including Katherine 
Dunham Dancers and Jay Jostyn 
(‘Mr. District Attorney”), got okay 


$21,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-94) — “13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th). Big $42,000. 
Last week, “Razor's Edge” (20th) 
finaled with fair $16,000 for fifth 
canto. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
i}—‘Secret Heart” (M-G) (4th wk). 
| Okay $18,000. Last week neat $20,- 
500. 
| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 
| “Show Off’ (M-G) (2d wk). Trim 
| $15,000. Opener good $18,000. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 
| (5 days) (2d run). Fair $4,000, Last 
| week, “Undercurrent” (M-G), fair- 
ish $7,000 for second run. 
| Mastbaum (WB) (4,350; 50-94) — 
| “Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Okay $27,000. Second sesh 
good $35,000. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: $1.30-$1.95- 
$2.60)—“Henry V” (UA) (6th wk). 
Okay $11,000. Last week good $11,- 
500. 

Stanlev (V7B) (2.950: 50-94)—“It’s 
a Wonderful Life” (RKO). Fine $32,- 
500 plus $3,700 for Sabbath showing 
at Earle. Last week, “Blue Skies” 
(Par) bowed out with sweet $15,500 
for ninth week. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94) — 
“Beast With Five Fingers” (WB) 
(2d wk). Sloughing off to poor 
$8,000 after niftv $87,500 for opener 
last week. 


‘LIFE’ ROSY 206, CINCY; 
‘QUENTIN’ ZIPPY 146 


Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 

Rainbowing on h.o. after setting 
an Albee record. “Blue Skies” is 
fronting three firstruns, two of them 
clicks: “Wonderful Life” and “San 
Quentin.” Other newcomer, “I'll Be 
Yours,” is moderate. Biz on hold- 
overs and reissues at remaining 
stands is potty” yet overall count 
for downtown houses continues lush. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70) — 





| 


! 








tional $22,000 after 
for house screen record 


holiday week. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) — 





erate $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70)—“San 
'Quentin” (RKO). Zippy $14,000, 
| puffed ‘by p.a. of Lawrence Tierney 
}on second day. Last week, “Shocking 
Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (3d wk), swell 
| $7,500. 
| Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70) — “I'll 
Be Yours” (UI). Fairish $8,000. Last 
week, “Swell Guy” (U). five days 
on holdover, okay $6,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70) — 
i “Stage Coach” (UA) and “Kansan” 
(UA) (reissues). So-so $5,500. Last 
| week, “Song cf South” (RKO), sixth 
{downtown serenade, lusty $5,500. 


“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Sensa- | 


D.C. Blah; ‘Heart,’ Vaude 
Exception, Grossing 326 


Washington, Feb. 4. 
Despite five new entries this week, 
general b.o. average is not so hot. 
Only standout is “Secret Heart’ at 
Loew's Capitcl, which with combo 
of strong stage show, is doing sock 
biz. “Shocking Miss Pilgrim,’ at 
Loew's Palace, is disappointing, 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 44-80) — 


South’ Pacing L. A. With Sturdy 576: 


Heart Light 306 in 2: ‘D. A’ 336 in 3; 
‘Madeleine’ 634 (2d) in 4 Houses 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. {con's Adventure” (RKO). Bright 





“Secret Heart” plus vaude. Husky 
$32,000. Last week, “Two Smart Peo- | 


on stage, did fine $29,000. 





| 
ple,” with “Star & Garter” revue | 
! 


Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (m.o.). Ex- 
ceptional $11,060 for fourth down- 
town week. Last week, “Clouds Roll 


By” (M-G) (2d wk) (2d run), good 
7,500. 
Earle (WB) (2.154; 44-85)—“Man | 
I Love” (WB). Tepid $20,000. Last | 
week, “Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $21,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80) — 


i “San Quentin” (RKO). Fair $17,000. | 
Lasi week, “Magnificent Doll” (U), 
mild $16,000. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V”’ (UA) (13th wk): $6,300 
for second consecutive week, which 
is slightly below capacity. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) 
—‘Wicked Lady” (UI). Mason fans | 
jamming the house for return of | 
$12,000. Last week. “Time, Place, | 
Girl” (WB) (2d run), mediocre $6,- | 








| 





| 


| 


| 





| 
| 


| Story of 


500. | 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-70) — | 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim’ (20th). 
Poor $16,000. Last week, ‘“Razor’s 
Edge” (20th) (3d wk). Nice $19,000. | 


California’ 356 
Topping Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 








“California” at the Broadway- 
Capitol is romping off with the top 
business in town this week. At the 
Michigan, “Cross My Heart” is liv- 
ing up to expectations while at the 
Fox, “13 Rue Madeleine” continues 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.740: 70-95)— 
“The Jolson Story” (Col) (5th wk). 
Still a nice $11,000. Last week, a 
sweet $12,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,309: 70-95)—‘“California” (Par) 
and “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” 
(Mono). Terrific $35,000. Last week, 
“Notorious” (RKO) and “Vacation 
in Reno” (5th wk), okay $14,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: 70-95) | 
—‘Mr. District Attorney” (Col) and 
“Singing in the Corn” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “If I Had My 
Way” (Par) (reissue) and “Shadow | 
of Doubt” (RKO) (reissue), weak | 
$9,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—‘13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
“The Lone Wolf in Mexico” (Col). 
Lusty $25,000. Last week, a stout 
$40,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 
50-60)—"‘No Leave, No Love” (M-G) 
and “Deadline for Murder” (20th). 
Okay $2,100 for three days. Last 
week, “I’ve Always Loved You” 
(Rep) and “Two Smart People” 
(M-G), usual $2,300 for three days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95 )—“Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Accomplice” (PRC). Good $25,000. 
Last week, “The Strange Woman” 
(UA) and «“Susie Steps Out” (U) 
(2d wk), great $25,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
976; 70-95)—‘‘Never Say Goodbye” 
(WB) and “Hotel Reserve” (RKO). 
Stout $18,000. Last week, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and “The 
Kenneth Randall, M.D.” 
(Liberty) (4th wk), loud $15,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,941: 70-95)—‘“Song of the Souéh” 
(RKO) and “The Falcon’s Adven- 
ture’ (RKO) (4th wk). Solid $15,- | 
000. Last week, rcusing $18,000. 














| 


$36,000 preem | 
in a no- | 


“Humoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Mod- | here 





Crosby, ‘Tails’ 296 Tops 
In Mpls.; ‘Rue’ $16,000 


Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 
First combination film-stage show 
in months, headed by Bob 
Crosby’s “Bobcats” and with “White 
Tie and Tails” on the screen, is the 
loop’s main center Of attraction cur- 
rently and has the Orpheum ticket- 
sellers working like beavers. The 
only other major newcomers are “13 
Rue Madeleine” and “Brief Encoun- 
ter,” both highly regarded, but with 
the former holding the big boxoffice 
edge. High-stepping holdovers are 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” in its sec- 
ond week and “Blue Skies” in its 
fifth.’ The Lyric deviates from its 
moveover policy to offer a “first- 
run,” the reissued “Stanley and Liv- 
ingstone,” while still another “first- 
run” house, the Gopher, also goes in 





for a reissue, “Wild Bill Hickok | 
Rides Again.” Adverse weather cur- | 
rent, including near blizzards and | 


| extreme cold is hurting biz. 


Palace (RKO) (2,609: 55-70)—“It’s 
| Wonderful Life’ (RKO). Boff $20,- 
000. Holds. Last week. “Two Years 
| Before Mast” (Par) (2d wk), solid 
| $15,000. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 55-70) — | 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par). | 


Moveover for third cruise on front 
line. Pleasing $6.500. Last week, “Ra- 
| zor’s Edge” (20th). fourth downtown 
‘sesh, slick $6,000. 


i 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Genius | 
at Work” (RKO) and “Lighthouse” 
(PRC), dual first-runs. Okay $2,000 
in five days indicated. “So Dark the | 


(Continued on page 29) i 


| 400. 


“Song of South” pacing new bills 
this week with sturdy $57,000 or 
better in sight. Film being picketed 
by Negro Congress at Downtown | 


$28,000. Last week, “Wonderful Life” 
)} (RKO) (Sth wk-8 days), okay $15,200, 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Roll- 


Hillstreet but without hurting biz '!. ve 

5 lg > —{} 9 ¢ 
| at that spot. “Cross My Heart” light a Rage | ae Dull $20,000. Last 
$30,000 in two situations. “Mr. Dis- | v0 “ip act Creoted Mere eet, Ww? 
trict Attorney,” heading double bill ind ast rooked Mile” (Rep) (3d 


closed with nice $13,500 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1... 


WK), 


in three spots, sighting okay $33,000 
on eight days. 


Among holdovers “13 Rue Made- |*!: 90-$1 — Cross My Heart” (Par). 
leine” looks ‘ike good $63,500 on Okay | $10,000. | Last week, Biue 
second frame, four houses. Third |>*!€S (Par) (6th wk), nifty $10,300. 
| week, “Till Clouds Roll By.” shoot- RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
ing for $47,000 in three spots. Third |80)—‘“Song of South” (RKO) and 
and final for “Time, Place, Girl’ |“Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO). Fancy 
near $29,000, also three houses. |$29,000. Last week, “Wonderful Life” 
“Chase” in second frame, four | (RKO) (5th wk-8 days), okay $13,000 
houses, bettering $24,500. “Best Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1)—“Swell 
Years” continuzs to pace roadshows |Guy”" (U-I) (24d wk) and “Boston 
with fine $44,500 outlook in two (Blackie and Law” (Col) Weak $5,- 
Feerrens “Duel” stout $39,000 or near |500. Last week. fair $7.500 : 
in two situa s. Si: reek. “Year- ‘ 4 } : i 
ling” okay "8.500. “Staira iota ug New 4 (RWC) (Ses: eres 
Heaven” showing slight improve- | >Well Guy” (U-I) (2d wk) and 
ment on second frame at advanced |_BOston Blackie and Law (Col). 
price run with better than $6,000 | Slow $3,500. Last week. light $5,100 


coming up United Artists (\UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 


Estimates for This Week one , righ an ox ees 
Belmont (FWC) (1.532: 50 $1) dal ale an mM 2: ol) (2¢ RATS 
“Mr. District Attorney” (Col) and Light $7,000. Last week, okay $15,300 
“Strange Journey” (20th). Nice $6.- Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)—"13 
500 on eight days. Last week, “Re- | Rue Madeleine” (20th) (24 wk’ 
turn Monte Cristo’ (Col) and |Handsome $11,000. Last week. stout 
“Crime Doctor's Man Hunt” (Col) | $15,200. 


(2d wk), okay $3,200. Vogue (FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— 
Beverly (FWC) (1,352: $1-$1.80)— |“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (5th wk). 

“Best Years Our Lives” (RKO) (6th | Sighting big $16,000. Last week, 

wk). Near $14,500. Last week, very | Stout $15,600; 

steady $14,400. | Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 50-$1)— 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- |‘Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d 

Blumenfeld) (824: 65-$1) — “Chase” |wk). Hefty $12,000. Last week, smart 

(UA) (2d wk). Neat $4,500. Last | $14,500. 

week, nifty $6,600. : | Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)— 
Bruin (FWC) (1,300; 50-$1)—“Ra- |“Time, Place Girl’ (WB) (3d wk). 


zor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk-m.o.). | Final frame $8,000. Last week, okay 
About $4,500, Last week, smart $6,- | $12.800. 





Earner. Sirele (FWC) (1,518; $1- | , on ‘ ; 

38.500, Zeal “weeks good $11,400. | Pitt Biz OK; Clouds’ 286 
50-$1). pang Rue Madeleine” (20th) | In Lead; ‘Rue’ $18,500, 
‘Humoresque’ $20,000 


(2d wk). Holding up to $16,000. Last 
Pittsbifrgh, Feb. 4. 


week, stout $20,400. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1) — | 
Biz seems to be climbing over the 
recent hump this week. Town has 


“Time, Place, Girl’ (WB) (3d wk). | 

Finales with »12,000. Last week, be- | 
three winners in “Till Clouds Roll 
| By” at Penn, “13 Rue Madelein” at 


low hopes at $15,500. 

Downto. n Music Hall 
feld) (872; 55-$1) — “Chase” (UA) 
(2d wk). Okay $10,000. Last week, 
disappointing $14,400. 


(Blumen- | 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1)— | Harris and “Humoresque” at Stanley, 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d | and all of them should stick around 
vk). Nifty $13,000, Last week, 


healthy $16,200. | for another stanza unless a 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 50-$1 )—“Mr. | drops out suddenly, which ot net 
D. A.” (Col) and “Strange Journey” | likely. Among the h.o.’s, “Notorious” 
(20th). Nice $6,500. Last week, “Re- | is maintaining snappy pace in move- 


turn Monte Cristo” (Col) and|over from Stanley to Warner and 
“Crime Doctor's” (Col) (2d wk), |“Razor’s Edge” is holding up smartly 
“yy, et, ee (1,504: $1.20-81.80) }at the Senator, 

airtax ’ 9 4 . -dl. . 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th wk). Kotimnstes for Tile Week 


l 000. st week,| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
wna Rg nay 9 = A siete “Wake Up and Dream (20th) (2d 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1-1.80) | WK). H.o. session will be limited to 
—“Stairway to Heaven” (U-I) (2d | five days and picture apparently shot 
wk). Beating $6,000. Last week, not- | its bolt in the opening stanza. Won t 
so-bright $6,100. |do much more than $4,000 in abbre- 

Gordon (FWC) (750: 50-85)—“Ra- ' viated current stanza, Last week, 
zor’s Edge” (20th) “Wake Up” got close to $10,000. 


(2d wk-m.o.). , 4 
P ; , ic Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)—‘13 
Near $4,500. Last week, nice $5,400. | (20th), Action pic- 


Guild (FWC) (968: 50-$1)—“Swel] | Rue Madeleine” (2 
Guy” UD Ga — eo “Moston iture started off like a house afire 
Blackie and Law” (Col), Dim $2,500, | and expected to stay that way down 
Last week, scant $3,200. ‘the stretch. Ought to grab at least 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956: | $18,500, maybe more. That's very 
50-$1) — “Chase” (UA) (2d wk). | Dig. Last va —— are 
i $5.5 s ee : 7.|(U-I) wen o pieces alter tairt) 
pag seapntincn tll ii tater-ascanil | brisk start and wound up miserably 

llyw ( 756: 50- __ | at $10,000. e 
“Time. Place, Girt” Cw tod wk). | Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
Fair $9,000. Last week, okay $13,000. | “Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G). — 
Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- | star musical a smasheroo rig rom 
feld) (475: 50-85)—"“Chase” (UA) (2q/ the getaway and will go to $28,000 


. ‘ and may even hit above that. Sure 
wk). Good $4,500. Last week, ‘mart | shot to “stick, of course. Last week, 


$6,500 “7 
ary . Ry ts “The Strange Woman” (UA) held 
Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Swell|,-'". : 9% 

Guy” (U-I) (2d wk) and “Boston | for nine days and did fine $25,000. 


Blackie and Law” (Col). Weak $3,-| wits (WB) (800; 40-70). slrange 
500. Last week, dull $4,600. | Woman" (UA) (ma.). Hedy 
Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2.404: | Picture continuing big mat trade at 
50-$1 —"13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) 1 small-seater and . has already laid 
(2d wk). Smart $27,000. Last week, | Choush away to insure $4000. very 
. og tr : : | good, Last week, e Skies :." 
wae up signe outlook but still | Ziso on m.o, from Penn, where it 
T : y rene ll (D'town-WC) (2,097; | Played 16 days, erry ro 
50-$1)—"Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) | «Razor's Edge” (20th). (6th wk). 
(3d wk). Trim $22,000, Last week,| second stanza here after four of 
good $26,800. ; uaq | them at Harris and still holding up 
ma aacie! Uate SU! 08 | eecheni® it ae ay ts ek 
- ‘| on top o , ast week. 
Steady $9,500. Last week, good $11,- | “Stanley $ (WB) (3,800: 40-70)— 
900. ‘ , _a- | Humoresque” (WB). Notices not so 
se nde Nesade ante” Chen hot but ee 7 mg fay 
5)—"Under VE S *p) | s een getting a big 
with Tex Ritter on stage. Fair $17,- lpuitd-ue. } ng Lan oy special 
000. Final week of film-vaude policy. | screening sometime ago for benefit 
Last week. “Personality Kid” (Col) | of Pittsburgh Press newsboys cam- 
and “What's Namé of Song” radio | paign for crippled children. and 
show on stage, fair $17,100. ‘constant plugs in Scripps-Howard 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 50-| daily. Should climb pretty close to 


$1)—“Mr. D. A.” (Col) and “Strange | $20,000. Last week. “Notorious” 
Journey” (20th). Neat $20,000 on | (RKO) in nine days of h.o. got fine 
eight days. Last week, “Return | $19,000. 
Monte Cristo” (Col) and “Crime Doc- Warner (WB) (2.000: 40-70)—"No- 
tor’s” (Col) (24 wk), light $9,900. i}torious” (RKO) (m.o.). Loads of 
Palace (D'town-WC) ($1-$1.80)— stuff left yet in Bergman-Grant 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Equal- | starrer despite 16-day engagement at 
ing last week’s tremendous $30,000. {| Stanley. Will do solid $9,000 here, 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 50-$1)—/ Last week, “Beast With 5 Fingers” 
“Song of South” (RKO) and “Fal-' (WB) got good $10.000. 
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Va. Exhibs Assn. Urged to Push 
Elimination of Theatre Regulation 


Wednesday, February 5, 1947 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Current (Feb.) issue of Reader’s Digest continues the “Best Years of Our 
Lives” series inaugurated last month with an article by Quentin Reynolds 
on his “best years,” combining it with a special pitch for better pictures 
| based on the “quality” of Samuel Goldwyn’s film. In a Single-paragraph 








ve 


Film Salaries 


Continued from page 3 






—_———— 








snared the following in weekly hand- 
outs: 




















, 1. Louis B. Mayer (M-G)... $500,000 | ogitorial tagged to the end of the Reynolds story, the mag declares: 
Washington, Feb. 4. + 2. Darryl F. Zanuck (20th).. re “If the quality of Hollywood films is to improve, the public must sup. 
Virginia Motion Picture Theatre DP ’ Le it 3. William Goetz (U-I)...... payed port outstanding pictures. The movie entitled ‘The Best Years of Our 
Assn. was urged yesterday (3) to $ g 4. Harry Cehn (Col)........ 226,900 | Lives,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn, is absorbing entertainment (for close 
make a drive to eliminate -— a Continued from page 2 : ser po gate eed . pvgred to three hours) and continues to stir the emotions and provoke thought 
and federal regulation over the the- . Jac . Warner ae ’ 


long after one has left the theatre.” 

New “Best Years” department in the mag has apparently become aq 
regular feature. Rev. Daniel Poling, who columns daily for the N. 7. 
Post, teed off the series last month. Reynolds, in his followup, selects 


atre industry. 
The association, meeting here in 
annual convention, was told by 


by these places did not kill the will 
to perform. In each camp he col- 
lected about him a group of people 


Cohn receives his coin in the dual | 
role of prexy and production chief. | 
| Part of Goetz’s take has strings to it. 





i the 
Robert Coyne, assistant to the pres- | whose interest in dramatics over | U-I topper is paid $2,000 weekly and | period he spent as a war correspondent overseas as his “best years.” 
ident of American Theatres Assn., |looked 14 hours of work on a stat | fakes an added $150,000 payable —_—_—— 
that in many cases theatres have | vation diet, undergoing Ath, vot | Solely out of company (U-I) profits. | Plenty partners in the “Copacabana” (UA) indie film setup, Sam Cos. 
“es-5 ouhdnsk Sh discriminatory reg- human floggings, the expectancy 0 Majors pay considerably less in the | low, Ben Hersh, George Frank, Walter Batchelor and Monte Proser are nen 
ulation where press and radio have | death. |highly important distribution field. | pards. Groucho Marx, co-star with Carmen Miranda, Andy Russell ang 
not been so regulated, In “theatres” which were formed | Here. salaries on the average to sales 


Gloria Jean, has 10%of the profits. His deal calls for $150,000. and Miss 








“The government expects a lot |by pushing aside bunks, with the | chiefs are one-half and less that | Miranda's for half that. Both only drew one-third, the rest after the vic 
from the exhibitor but has little to [only backdoor a huge sign vee doled out to the top pic-makers. It's gets its nut back. Henry Henigson was called in by the banks to co. 
offer in return,” he commented. the dangers of typhus—“Eine Laus, | interesting to note that William A ordinate matters. Standard Capital also has 30% of the pic off the top 
The theatremen huddling§ in Dein Tod”—Feder trained actors | Scully, though heading distribution | foy putting up the end money. 
al ’ 


Washington for the first time since 
1939, spent last Saturday and Sun- 
day in a round of social events and 
then buckled down yesterday to the 
business meetings, which were 
capped off in the evening by a din- | 


and composed plays and songs. There | 
was no paper, so everything had to | 
be memorized. Blankets were) 
draped over the windows to shut | 
out light. } 


“Not every Cay in any camp was 


for U, one of the smaller companies, 
holds top spot. M-G’s William F. 
Rodgers can receive an added $66,- 
250, deposited by the company in 
escrow, which is to be paid over to 
him “under certain contingencies.” 





Columbia Pictures’ Harry Cohn and Al Jolson: now expect a $5,000,000 


| gross from “The Jolson Story,” in which Jolie has a 50% 
| profits. Jolson gave Sidney Buchman 5%<of his share and producer Sidney 
| Skolsky, who was largely instrumental in furthering the venture, } 
1% rooting interest besides the $10,000 Col. paid him for the idea. 


Stake of the 


ids @ 


ner-dance the same,” Feder recalls. “One day | 1. Scully (U)......... +++ $150,093 | se peat 
The New York anti-trust decree | 4 guard would come in to notes 2. Ned E. gy rene (RKO).... ee J. Arthur Rank’'s attorneys from London are currently in Capetown 
was the subject of heated contro- | performance. The next day he mign | 3. Rodgers (M-G eo xq | Winding the details of Universal-International’s deal with Schlesinger 
viel y and involved explanation, | send some of the actors to the /4, Tom J. Connors (20th) grt theatres there. M. A. Schlesinger is on the Coast powwowing with Nai 
rs} n v . 4 Be x i a ! ' s , 97,6 . + . : “ - 5 . . ae W Vill Naie 
with the difference between the | ovens. One dey the SS commandant | 5. Benjamin Kalmenson (WB) ne 735 | Blumberg, Leo Spitz and Bill Goetz. 
sovernment’s position and that of would keep the children around for | 6. Charles M. Reagan (Par) 81,735 | Pee 3 
-~ a we ibi .. |his amusement. The following week | 7. Abe Montague (Col)...... 78,000 | . . 
the independent exhibitor being j ; With a strong upsurge in color film production, long-range plans | 
} h a. |he would order them all burned. A; J[owest of the three industry : surg ! ' , i plans to 
pointed out as almost as s oy =" good day was when you got a piece | branches, on the salary barometer, is treble production capacity are going on at Cinecolor, and at Technicolor 
he e endent and |& , 4 : é | branches, on Salz : rn ’ ildi : ’ hi > TOR 
a ica tatiana adie |of bread and were still alive when ‘that of exhibition. While undoubt- | they’re building an entire new plant which would double output by 1950. 
aj >. ’ : = an " a a | adie 
for MPTOA, expressed the belief | "ight came. edly Charles Skouras, topper for Na- | 


that buying combines will lose their 
usefulness under the decree and ex- | 
plained, to the surprise of many ex- 
hibitors present, that distributors as 
well as exhibitors may propose com- 
petitive bidding under the court’s 
ruling. j 

Levy said MPTOA will urge the | 
industry to adopt voluntary arbitra- | 
tion of internal disputes. This plan | 
will be offered at the proposed in- | 
dustry-wide forum which MPTOA | 


| 


The present theatre used by the 
Kazet group is a relatively sumptu- 
ous auditorium formerly used by the | 
Wehrmacht. The productions, most | 


'of which are written or adapted by |nor director of that company. Other 


include: “It Started 
which revives the | 
memory of ghetto to crematorium: | 
“The Shadow,” “Existing In a| 
Dream,” and “The Partisan.” Dances 
by choreographer Dolly Kotz, for- 
merly of the Lodz dramatic studio, 


Zami Feder, 
Like This,” 





|tional Theatres, is the highest paid 
| exhibitor exec in the country, his sal- | 
| ary 


is not set forth in the 20th’s| 
proxy, since he is neither an officer 


four majors pay out as follows: 

1, Chas. C. Moskowitz (M-G) .$128,482 
2. Harry M. Kalmine (WB).. 107,344 
3. Malcolm Kingsberg (RKO) 55,867 
4. Leonard H. Goldenson (Par) 55,250 


Info available on ad-publicity top- 
pers is incomplete, but current indi- 


Robert Schless, ex-European heac 
will handle a few special films for U 


1 for Paramount and Warner Bros. 


. S. producers on the Continent under 
a selective distribution deal which calls for payoff in U. S. dollars 














— — 





theatres would guarantee playing 
time for an independent producer, 
who would turn out 12 films for the 


Allied Nixes Govt. 


Continued from page 8 ; 











the county which would exhibit the 
nation’s top historic documents 
8. Executive committee 


Was ale 

is calling. lare similar in theme, one the most|cations are that Howard Dietz|product-hungry exhibitors. Other | thorized to continue as a special 

Robert L. Wright, motion picture | dramatic being the “Mother Dance,” | (Metro) leads with $81,785 as his an-| than that Allied would have no com- | committee in connection with the 
specialist for the anti-trust division | which symbolizes the tragedy fol- | nual stipend. N. B. Springold, Col’s 


of the Justice Department, admitted 
under questioning that considerable | 
confusion would result from the | 
New York decree and that little | 
could be done about cleaning it up. 


lowing on the Nazi practice of | 


snatching children who were too 


young to work anc destroying them. 


All the productions are starkly | 


realistic—so vividly recalling the 





veepee in charge of publicity and ad- 


mitment for distribution, nor would 
it back the production. 





vertising,. was paid $74,450; Mort 
Blumenstock (WB), $62,250, and 
Charles Schlaifer (20th), $33,800. 


Dope on foreign chiefs is even 


Meeting pointed out that seven 
majors, 
| released 353 pictures in 1941 and 
| only 221 in 1946, a big source of 


Robert J. Barton,. Jr., counsel for | fate of Jews in Europe that the |skimpier. What's on the record is| worry for exhibitors. Same statistics 
the Virginia Theatres Assn., said the | audience of ex-concentration camp |that Joseph H. Seidelman, U’s over-| claimed that the net profit per pic 
decree was “shot with room for liti- | internees frequently burst into tears |seas head, gets $134,193; Murray Sil-| for the producer increased from 


gation,” to which Wright agreed. | instead of applauding the perform- | verstone (20th), $84,950, and Joseph | $100,000 in 1941 to $560.000 in 1946. | 
| A. McConville (Col), $57,875. Arthur 


“The Sherman anti-trust act should 
be rewritten if a fair display of its 
efficiency to dispel monopoly is the 
chaos now being borne by the film 
industry,” Barton commented, 

The association reelecied iis offi- 


ance. 














| 
| 





Metro Bidding 











| Loew, M-G’s topper, is probably high 


in #he field. 


| Testifying to the litigous nature of 
|the industry are the solid sums paid 


| The conference of the board mem- 
| bers was unusual in the large num- 
| ber of observers it brought out to 


| hear discussion of product shortage | 


| and film rentals, plus some informa- 


excluding United Artists, | 


| Government’s suit against the ma- 
| jors, and the committee was given 
| discretionary power to cooperate 
with other independent exhibitor 
| associations in connection with an 
| amicus curiae brief to be filed at 
| the proper time with the Supreme 


Court in the appeal of the New York 
suit. 














|| Copyright Pact 








anil 


Continued from page 2 


. |out to general counsel for the com-/| tion on the big New York anti-trust thus endowing the Latinos with une 
cers. Named again were: W. F. Continued from page 3 | panies. Salaries in five companies | case. Highlights of the two-day equal rights superior to those of the 
Crockett, president; H. E. Wood, sec- | selling was both feasible and equit- listing them are: session: home-grown tunesmiths. 
retary; and Sam Bendheim, Jr., 


treasurer. 





No.-So. Car. Exhibs Convene 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 4. 


Ben L. Strozier, of Rock Hill, 
8S. C., was re-elected president of 


ony . pendent exhibitor this year. He seas . ; : 
: is divis chiefs here, Metro pressure for lifting of the ban 

the Theatre Owners of North’ Caro- it tg eae “, letter to exhibe in Int'l Battle setah deemilien eiatan oe ke te, against collecting royalties from 

" S . : i ‘ ) stion - : 

tina end uth rolina at its 35th | each situation, notifying them of the gq y q 


annual convention last week. Charles 
H. Arrington, Rocky Mount, N. C., 
and J. C. Long, Charleston, S. C., 
were elected vice-presidents and 
Mrs. Pauline Griffith of Charlotte 
was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 


|able for both distributors and ex- 
| hibitors. Although the decree stip- 


| ulates that pictures don’t have to be 
| sold that way until July 1, Rodgers 
| decided to jump the gun again. 


} 
| 
j 





film’s availability and stating mini- 
mum terms acceptable to Metro, in- 
cluding both percentage and flat 
| rental prices. It’s up to exhibs then 
|to mail in their bids within 10 days 


| Under plans outlined by Rodgers | 


|1. J. Robert Rubin (M-G) ... .$215,642 
2. Charles D. Prutzman (U).. 134,193 
\3. Austin C. Keough (Par).. 78,000 
|4. Robert W. Perkins (WB).. 74,750 
5. Gordon E. Youngman (RKO) 31,944 








Continued from page 5 





tion of the MPEA, to fill one of the 
itwo director - at-large vacancies. 
Johnston is also a director-at-large, 
with the MPEA seeking a suitable 


1. In his annual report, Abram F. 
Myers, board chairman and general 
counsel, declared that high film 
rentals and the job of policing the 
New York decree would be the two 
biggest problems facing the inde- 





solved on a national basis.” He 
warned that the decree will not do 
much for the independents unless 
they fight to have its provisions 
strictly enforced. 

2. The board voted against taking 


ASCAP and SPA reps retorted 
that they were in favor of unequal 
revamping of the law “if only to 
set a good example in this country 
and start the ball rolling for similar 
changes in domestic copyright laws.” 
ASCAP and SPA have been applying 





coin-operated machines and repeal 
of the mandatory 2c licensing pro- 
vision. 
“Moral Rights” 
MPA and NAB hit at the treaty 
as imposing “authors’ moral rights” 





; erti oe liabilities on amusement producers 4 
Direct lected | for approval oF rejection by _ 4 | candidate for the remaining vacency. | the association into the government- in all fields. It makes coe a ae 
juliiieak: eae ” s 4.7 Harold | specially - constituted homeoffice | stockholders of the Assn. consist of | industry central committee, but |in a work on adaptation with the 
UBT SH, sley, S. C.; George committee. With the new program | the eight majors, each of which | agreed that Allied would give in- | author's : : eedone ith 
Carpenter, Valdese, N. C.; H. R.\to be nationwide in scope, Metro Ey - : waiver in accordance w) 
Rosen: Slementiin et aes jto be na M scope, names its top foreign exec as a | dividual cooperation. the law of the particular nation. 
y; artsville, » ©.) H. €£. | toppers expect to face many more | board member. 3. The association made clear that | Film sails ‘died book interests als0 
Buchanan, Hendersonville, N. -C.;| problems than they encountered in ’ Sts al: 


Glenn Davis, Louisberg, N. C.; H. H, | 


Everett, Charlotte, N. C.; J. B. Har- 
vey, Clover, S. C.; H. D. Hearn, 


Charlotte, N. C.; T. A. Little, Char- | 


| the preliminary tests, and hope td 
have all these ironed out by July 1. 


Current two-day sales meet, which 


In another move in the light of 
the need for top manpower in for- 
eign affairs units, Johnston last week 
strengthened both the MPEA and 





it realized it could not halt the 
present bill in Congress to continue 
the 20% admissions tax indefinitely 
and said it would not try to do so. 


charged that they would be sub- 
jected to possibly costly infringe- 
‘ment suits for innocent use of ma- 


At the st Pe D. |terial copyrighted under informal 
lotte, N. C.; George W. Parr, Lan- | called tn et cathe aitesas’ of jthe international division of the cane pte rm a ae + re — Re Loong Bata Since - 
Ss ~ . . le *. ‘a ma “ lon ‘on a wie f mar = a 

caster, S. C.; Ed Haley, Raleigh, setting the sales policy on “year. | MPA. (MPEA is a pool of Ameri p 


N. C.; Roy Rowe, Burgaw, N. C.; and 
A. F. Sams, Salisbury, N. C. 


A record-breaking attendance of 


ling.”” Rodgers also announced that 
| “Beginning or the End,” story of the 
atom bomb, will be released gener- 


{can companies for marketing films 
jointly in 13 foreign countries, while 
'MPA international division deals 


house on taxes and tax ‘information, 
to issue bulletins and to provide 
information of all new local and 





quired, it’s difficult to know what's 
copyrighted and what's not, it was 
argued. 


. ane | State developments in the field. In the course of the wrangle over 
over 500 attended the convention. ; ally in March after special preem heres pier: ge Eee Began 4. Jack Kirsch was reelected for | the compylsory 2c licensing, asser- 
In the keynoate address of the con- | performances late this month. | the vadhesiere 3 ’ Pp a second term as president and | tion was made that record compan- 
vention Robert R. Barton, Jr., of , Special plans for marketing “Be- : or 


Richmond, attorney for the Confed- | 


eracy of Southern Associations, ex- 
pressed the belief that the Supreme 





be announced soon. 
Although George A. Hickey, divi- 


} 
ginning” are in the works and will 


Johnston, prez of both MPEA and 


MPA, switched Alexander Aronson | 


| from his post as assistant to Irving 


| Abram Myers, the perpetual general 
, counsel anc board chairman, also 
automatically got another term. Wil- 


ies in 80% of the cases do not even 
pay that sum per record because 
composers are more than satisfied to 


liam L. Ainsworth, of Fond du Lac, | have wide distribution on their 
Court may entirely eliminate the | cjon manager for the Los Angeles | Maas, v.p. and g.m. of MPEA, to as- Wise., was named treasurer; True- songs. Point was made in answer to 
very controversial competitive bid-' territory. was originally slated to | SiStant to Gerald Mayer, managing man Rembusch, of Indianapolis, | SPA’s Shulman, who contended that 
ding rule from the statutory court | attend the meet, his local business | Gitecter of MPA international divi- | secretary; and P. J. Wood, of Co-/|2c per copy might have been con- 
decree. lkest him on the Coast. Rodgers | *!°- Joe C. Goltz was named to | lumbus, Ohio, recording secretary. | siderable in 1909, when the copyright 
|leaves for the Coast Thursday (6) replace Aronson in the Export| 5. In addition to Kirsch and Myers | act was passed, but meant little to- 

LINET’S AD COURSE 


Hank Linet, Universal’s eastern ad 
chief, will turn lecturer for black- 
board demonstrations of motion 
picture advertising and publicity at 
the New School for Social Research, 
N. Y. He'll conduct series of five 
lectures starting Feb. 7. 

Arthur DeBra, director of the 
Community Service Dept. of the 
Motion Picture Assn. and Ernest 
Emerling, advertising head of Loew's 
theatres, wit! be guest speaker for 
two of the sessions. 


|and will relay all info to Hickey 
, upon his arrival. Rodgers will stay 
on the Coast six weeks to 0.0. new 
product and to huddle with studio 
execs. 


Attending the meeting, besides 
Rodgers, are Edward M. Saunders 
and Eddie Aaron, assistant general 
| Sales managers; John E. Flynn, mid- 
| western sales chief; Rudy Berger, 
| southern division chief; John J, Ma- 
loney. central sales manager, and 
John P, Byrne, eastern sales man- 
} ager. 


Assn., while John Gilman McCarthy 
was appointed to the international 
groups. ‘ 

Aronson was former Continental 
rep for Metro, while Goltz has been 
| with United Artists for the past nine 
years. McCarthy is a newcomer to 
films, but had business experience 
abroad as assistant secretary of 
Johnson & Johnson and v.p. of At- 
lantic Diesel Corp. 


MPEA stockholders, at their Jan. 


22 meeting, reelected the entire slate 
of officers and directors. 





who went on ex officio, the follow- 
ing were selected for the executive 
board: Martin G. Smith, Toledo; 
M. A. Rosenberg, Pittsburgh: H. A. 
Cole, Dallas: Nathan Yamans, 
Boston, and S. E. Samuelson, Phila- 
delphia. 

6. Executive committee was au- 
thorized to select a site for the next 
national convention, in September. 
Chicago and White Sulphur Springs 
are presently in the lead. 

7. Resolution was passed endors- 
ing the plan of the Attorney Gen- 
eral to send a special train around 





day with inflated prices. 

Sargoy claimed changes in rights 
of foreign authors and composers 
should not be determined by treaty 
when no proper hearings on ques- 
tions are provided. Only legislation, 
in which both houses pass on 4! 
points, is the proper vehicle for 4 
revamping of copyright laws. Sargoy 
asserted. Dr. Luthier H. Evans, Li- 
brarian of Congress and head of the 
U.S. delegation at the Pan-Am meet, 
urged ratification as giving U.S. com- 
posers and authors an advantageous 
position in Latin American counties 
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Cripps Crimps 


grounds will be made at the Eng- 
lish Elstreet Studios, owned by the 
former company. Although he re- 
fused to specifically name stories set 
for British production, Warner men- 
tionel “Slipper Hitch” and “The 
Hasty Heart” in connection with the 
pact. He added that all the pix are 





Continued from page 5 





set for top production and will not 


fall into the category of “quota | 
films.” Film chief averred that WB 
will: make no British films independ- 


ently of ABP. 

Strongly recommending all possi- 
ble American aid to the English film 
industry, Warner said that “they | 
need all of our help.” He maintained | 
that the present sovnd financial con- | 
dition of the British motion picture | 
industry is due in large part to 
American aid. He cited the four- 
shilling, nine-pence quotation of the 
ABP theatre chain in 1940, before | 
WB bought in, compared to the cur- 
rent price of 33s. 9d Warner stat- | 
ed that one of the purposes of the | 
new contract is to increase the Brit- | 
ish film industry’s supply of dollar 
exchange, since “Great Britain has 
been magnificent to the United States | 
motion picture industry. We all 
speak the same language, and if 
they can make films good enough for 
showing here, we should make every 
effcrt to get them into theatres. 


“All that unnecessary talk about de- 
Americanization is out, and I think 
my trip had a lot to do with putting 
a stop to that nonsense. Please un- 
derstand,” he added, “I'm not mak- 
ing any statements about the British 
film business on the eve of releasing 
a new picture.” 


Warners is currently undertaking 
a large-scale rebuilding program for 
overseas production facilities. The 
WB Teddington studio, completely 
demolished by a direct hit from a} 
V-2 rocket bomb, is being recon- 
structed at an approximate cost of 
$3,000,000, while ABP’s Elstreet Stu- 
dio is undergoing an $8,000,000 re- | 
building job. Ultimate goal at El-| 
street is the availability of 14 sound | 
stages. Warners’ investment in this 
reconstruction will not impede its | 
withdrawal from participation in| 














| pany 





tionalizing | 











has cut down the turnover from 11 | 
shows per day to six. 

While on his trip, Warner signed | 
three actors to contracts, two Brit- | 
ons, Robert Douglas and Stephen | 
Vincent, along with a Frenchman, | 
Yves Montand. Film chief will re- | 
main in New York for two or three | 
weeks before heading Coastward. He | 
plans to return to England next fall, | 
when production on Warner-ABP 
pictures starts 





| Ghaplin-UA 


—————— (ontinued from page 3 Sone 





‘Verdoux,” company, if it is to get 
the picture, would desperately like 
to get Chaplin to postpone the re- 
lease until it has time to whip up a 
giant publicity and advertising bar- | 
rage, such as it is deemed the picture 
merits. | 

Co, Reluctant | 

While UA is ready to go full 
speed ahead on selling the film, 
company is naturally reluctant about 
going all out on _ publicity and 
announcements until it gets official 
word from Chaplin that he’s turning 
the picture over to it for distribu- 
tion, 

Charles Schwartz, Chaplin’s attor- 
ney, stated in New York this week, 
that the actor-producer had “not yet 
made up his mind on the distributing 
company.” Schwartz pointed out 
that Chaplin has no releasing pact 
with UA and is not “legally, morally 
or ethically bound to distribute 
through the company.” 

Dispute might conceivably arise 
over terms to be given Chaplin. It’s 
assumed he would seek “most 
favored” terms, such as those part- 
ner Mary Pickford was granted for 
any film she distributes. up until 
next Sept. 1. These terms provide | 
for a 25% distribution charge until | 
gross reaches $800,000, after which | 
fee comes down to 10%. Al! new | 
UA distribution contracts are for 
a straight 25% or better, since com- 
execs maintain they can’t} 
make a profit under the old terms. 

To get the “most favored” deal, 











ABP production at the end of the | Chaplin would have to line up Miss | 


contract period, exec said. 


Warner kudosed British producer | 
J. Arthur Rank, saying the latter has 
been the most progressive force be- 
hind Engiand’s film industry because 
he is able and willing to do things on 
a scale equal to the American ma- 
jors. “Rank is doing what others 
failed to do,” he said, “and the only 
motive behind objections to him is 
jealousy.” 

Business in England and France is 
excellent, WB exec stated, falling off 
only slightly where American troops, 
now shipped home, formed a large 
part of the audience. He added that 


the French market is in good shape 
in spite of the power shortage, which 





Tyro Importers 


Continued from page 3 


playing time, Burstyn is not opti- 
mistic about the continued solvency 
of the initiate importers. Fact is, he 
thinks they are “going to break their 
necks.” 


Films they are bringing to Amer- 
ica, he stated, following his return 
last week from a survey trip abroad, 
are mostly coming out of the stock- 
pile of about 300 pictures made dur- 
ing the war. To these have been 
added some 35 or 40 pictures pro- 
duced last year. 


Outstanding pictures, such as 
“Well Digger's Daughter” and “Les 
Enfants du Paradis”, can show con- 
siderable profit if purchased at a 
reasonable price, according to Bur- 
styn, but they are the exceptions. 
They can go beyond the score of 
houses that ordinarily play French 
product and break into perhaps a 
total of 50 theatres. Still more ex- 
ceptional pix, such as Burstyn’s 
Italian-made “Open City”, which 
may gross $1,000,000, will play about 
1,000 theatres via bookings by Fox- 


West Coast and Balaban & Katz cir- | 


cuits. 


“Baker's Wife”, a prewar French 
sensation, grossed better than $150,- 
000. But, in contrast, many of the 
French importations have returned 
well under $5,000 in rentals. They 
formerly could be purchased for 
American distribution for as low as 
$1,000. Present prices run from 
$5,000 to $20,000 for U. S. rights. 
Cost of making prints and the tech- 
niealities involved in English sub- 
titling run into an additional $2,000 
or thereabouts. 


ithe court 


Pickford’s three members of the 
board to vote along with his three 
in favor of the contract. It’s not | 
though likely that he could get the 
three directors appointed by third 
partner David O. Selznick to go 
along. Chaplin and Selznick have 
long been at swords-points. 

Sears would make no objection 
to the “most favored” terms, since 
he has expressed the attitude that 
UA should distribute the product of 
the three owners without charge at 
all, if it is called upon to do so. 

With release time approaching, 
Chaplin last week took on a new 
press agent to handle “Verdoux.” 
He is John Del Valle, until recently 
with Enterprise. 





Chaplin: One Man Band 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

In addition to, writing, producing, 
directing and starring in his forth- 
coming “Monsieur Verdoux,” he is 
|now at work composing a score for 
| the film. 

Chaplin, incidentally, 
more eproductions to 
doux.” Upon his return from Eu- 
rope, after ‘“Verdoux’s’ intended 
spring release, Chaplin and his wife 
will take a two-month European 
trip. 

One of the two new pix already 
has 90 pages of script, finished while 
another only needs transcribing into 
screenplay form. Chaplin will star 
and direct one of the films. While 
he only will direct the other. 

Plans are also reported for Chap- 
lin to produce two films annually 
instead of pauses of several years. 


plans two 
follow: “Ver- 









Decree Fight 


Continued from page 5 


franchises with indies from the de- 
cree’s taboos. Denial of U’s applica- 
tion, according to its brief, will force 
the company to purchase or build 
houses in order to carry out its plan 
for operating first-run showcases. 
Presaging a hike in the number 
of exhib anti-trust suits filed against 
the majors was the refusal by the 
three judges to amend the conclu- 
sions of law. The Big Five had asked 
to drop the conclusion 
which held them in conspiracy in 
discriminating against exhibs while 
licensing pix. Point raised during the 
hearing was that with this finding 
on the books, exhibs would have less 
difficulty than ever to prove monop- 








oly charges in triple damage suits. 


| huddle with 


English Author Sounds 


Off About aoe | Film Reviews 


Hollywood will never again have | 
a “monopoly” on the British market | 
nor the market of any foreign coun- | 


| try, according to John Brophy, Eng- 


} 
lish author, formerly under contract | 


to Metro when Sir Alexanded Korda | 
headed M-G’s British production ac- 
tivities. No country now will submit | 
to seeing pictures dealing with an- 
other country’s life week after week, 
Brophy declared, and will demand 
that pictures of their own lives be 
made with native actors in their na- 
tive countries. 


Brophy, who wrote “The Immor- 
tal Sergeant,” filmed by 20th-Fox, 
arrived in the U. S. aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth recently for a 
month’s vacation. He expects to} 
20th-Fox and Metro} 
story department chiefs during his 
stay with the possibility of turning 
out screenplays for them. - Results 
of the negotiations will depend on 
whether he can get permission to 
bring his family to the U. S. Brophy 
wrote several scripts for Metro dur- | 
ing his three-year tenure of contract | 
with the company in England but | 
the war precluded any of them being | 
filmed. 


} 








Foreign Earnings | 


Continued from page 5 gem | 


$34,000,000 outside the U. S. and 
Canada by climbing 14% over the 
’45 take. Paramount, too, scored a 
healthy advance to hit an approxi- | 
mate $30,000,000 while Warners 
played touch-and-go with the same 
figure. Universal (including Canada) 
hit $23,100,000 for its fiscal year 
ended Nov. 2, and RKO was slightly 
behind with an estimated $22,000,000. 
Columbia and United ‘Artists each | 
took in around $16,000,000. 


Majors customarily compute only | 
on the basis of monies actually 





transferred to company homeoffices. 
Yank tills were hypoed last year 


by receipt of some $3,000,000 in 
frozen currency from China and 
$2,000,000 from France. In both | 
instances, the sums had piled up} 
during the -war and amounts paid 
over to the majors represented part 
of that figure. 

Backed by the talking point of in- | 
creased revenues, foreign dept. execs | 
intend stressing even further the | 
necessity for Hollywood to consider | 
what sells best in other countries 
when culling stories and talent. Too | 
often in the past, they argue, pro- | 
ducers have trained their eyes 
strictly on the domestic appetites. 
with the result that worldwide ren- 
tals lagged behind. 


Drawing room comedies, for in- | 
stance, leaning on glib, fast dialog 
for their punch, are b. 0. poison in all 
but English-speaking countries, they 
argue. 
sports such as baseball, and biogra- 
phies of personalities known only to 
Americans are all ng. with the 
foreigners. ; | 


Execs will plug on a rising pitch 
for musical extravagahzas in color, 
pix with plenty of action, and yarns 
which have an international back- 
ground. Hot foreign grossers during 
the year have been such films as 
“Blue Skies”, “Night and Day”, | 
“Notorious” and “Bells of St. Mary”. | 
Tarzan series, while nothing sensa- 
tional in the U. S., have always 
scored heavily on export. 


Majors made their most solid gains 
in continental Europe east of the 
Rhine, the Philippines and China. 
France, Switzerland, Belgium, Den- 
raark, Norway and Italy all con- 
tributed heavily to the rise in 
rentals. In the Philippines, where 
GI's furthered the cause of films 
by popularizing them with the na- 
tives, the advance was the most sen- 
sational throughout the world. 


Latin America, foreign execs say, 
about held its own despite growing 
inroads of both Mexican and Argen- 
tine product. A slight dip of some 
10% was registered in Britain, India, 
South Africa and Australia. In the 
main, the slide was due to the de- 
parture of Yank servicemen who 
were still in these countries in large 
numbers during the latter half of '45. 











LLOYD'S ‘SIN’ BALLY 
Miami, Feb. 4. 

Harold Lloyd was slated to arrive 
here from the Coast today (Tuesday ) 
to participate in the promotional 
campaign prior to the world preem 
of his comeback starrer, “Sin of 
Harold Diddlebock,” at the Lincoln 
theatre here Feb. 18. 


Lloyd is also attending a meeting 





in Miami of the national officers of 


lwhich no one cam go; 


|as the child 


| assistant director, Frank Fox; editor. 


Strictly local stories, native |" 














| Continued 


The Red House 
adjunct in building up and sustain- 
ing eerie moods. Outdoor shots are 





| strikingly effective. 
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not as confusing as it sounds b 
masquerade being played by the rig 
characters adds much to the co 


me 
Romantic angles lie between  e 


. , f | Fore an i ‘ : 
Pic, however, is built on a single and Miss Storm, latter bPersuad- 


thread, and takes too long in getting 
to its climax. 
of a macabre note, and throughout 
it has several false touches—a 
muscle-brained young woodsman be- 


ing in possession of $750; entrusting 


the money to a flighty girl to buy 
him a bond with it, etc. 

This is the first picture of three in 
which Robinson is linked with Sol 
Lesser as (silent) co-producer. Rob- 
inson has supplied himself with a fat 
part 


cast as a farmer, living with a sister 


land an adopted daughter in an iso- 


lated area of a small community, fur- 
ther withdrawn from the community 
by his strange, gloomy moods. Part 
of his property is a wooded area to 
the farmer 
even employs a young woodsman to 
keep trespassers out by gunfire if 
necessary. 

A young hired hand comes to work 
on the farm, is intrigued by the 
wooded area, and enters it, to meet 
with several mishaps. With the 
adopted daughter he finally stumbles 
on the mystery—a red house where 
two murders have been committed 
by the farmer. But solution is found 
only after the farmer’s sister has met 
her death by trying to burn down 
the house (and save the brother's 
mind); the adopted daughter revealed 
of the long-murdered 
couple, and the farmer committing 
suicide by driving his car into a 
water-pit. 

Robinson portrays the Guick-tem- 
pered, alternately kind and gruff 
farmer with care and conviction. 
Judith Anderson, as the sister who 
sacrifices her own life to stay with 
the mentally-troubled farmer, gives 
a strong performance. Allene Rob- 
erts is winsomely attractive and ap- 


pealing as the adopted daughter, and | 


Lon McCallister wholesome and en- 


| gaging as the young hired hand. Pro- 


duction is modest but adequate. 
Camera work, especially in outdoor 
rustic scenes, is fine. Bron. 





it Happened on Sth Ave. 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan. 31. 


release of Allied Artists (Roy 
Del Ruth) production (associate producer, 
Joe Kaufman). Stars Don DeFore. Ann 
Harding: features Charlie Ruggles, 
Moore, Gale Storm Directed by Del Ruth 
Screenplay, Everett Freeman and Vick 
Knight, from story by Herbert Clyde Lewi 
and Frederick Stephani; camera. lWenry 
Sharp; songs, Harry Revel, Paul Webster: 
Rich- 
Previewed tos Angeles, 
Running time, 116 MINS, 


Monogram 


Victor 


ard Heermance 
Feb. 1, ‘47 
Jim.... 
\iary. 





9660 006.000 oOo se ceneee Ann Harding 
ae ee | ee ee Charlie Ruggles 
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SOU 00-006 6:0600dbee heb eetbs ccs Gale Storm 
PALEOW.. 600 ccccccoeme beeee aks Grant Mitchell 
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Whitey Alan Hale, Jr 
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Es adv Ode 6s ched ee ... Arthur Hohl 
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“It Happened on 5th Avenue” is 
the teeoff film for Allied Artists, 
upper-bracket production company 
slated to make and distribute Mono- 
gtam’s high-budget features. As an 
initialer it offers excellent entertain- 
ment and boxoffice values, 

Film is Roy Del Ruth’s first in- 
dependent production and he realizes 
on it neatly. Picture is overlong and 
has some rough edges, but otherwise 
should be a solid pleaser for general 
audiences, 

While cast names run to youth, it 
remains for oldtimer Victor Moore to 
carry the load. His role as a vaga- 
bond who uses the wealth of others 
to lead a life of ease will probably 
be termed the best yet he has had 
in films. He makes it a gem that 
thoroughly clicks in every facet. An- 
other oldtimer, Charlie Ruggles, also 
makes a bright display of thespian 
experience, sharing honors with 
Moore as a sour-pussed rich man 
who bearns that life offers more 
values than another million dollars. 

Plot contains several basic themes 
that have been neatly correlated in 
the Everett Freeman script. Problem 
of housing, returned veterans and 
their future economic condition, and 
the evil of close concentration on 
riches are some of the themes ex- 
plored. The preachments occasion- 
ally slow things down and make for 
overlength of footage, but it is all so 
well resolved under Del Ruth’s direc- 
tion that general entertainment is 
sustained. 

Moore is seen as a tramp who 
moves into the 5th avenue home of 
Ruggles every winter when latter 
takes himself off to South Carolina. 
It's a life of luxury Moore leads. 
wearing fine clothes. eating the best 
of foods, etc., all without the know!]- 
edge of the owner. Also, it's a life 


of no problems until he befriends | 


Don De Fore, ex-vet who is home- 
less, and takes him into the million- 
aire’s mansion. That slight break in 
routine has Moore also taking in Gale 
Storm, daughter of Ruggles but in- 





the Shrine, of which he is a member. 


cognito; two GI families, and finally 
the millionaire and his ex-wife. It's 


It ends on something 


that suits his talents and to 
| which he gives his best efforts. 


| 
Don DeFore 


ing her father and mother to join the 
masquerade so they will realize the 
young vets worth. De Fore and Mis 
Storm make a strong team that will 
please. Ann Harding is the 





} mother, 
whose adventure in honest’ li, ing 
}brings about a reconciliation ith 
| Ruggles. Grant Mitchell, Edy ard 
3rophy, Edward Ryan, Jr. Alan 
Hale, Jr., Abe Reynolds, Dori thea 
Kent, and others of the cast meas. 


ure up fully to all demand: 


Miss Storm sings three of the 


fo 
He’s |Songs included in the score Ate. 
bers are “Speak, My Heart,” “It’s a 
Wonderful, Wonderful Feeling.” both 
by Harry Revel, and “You're Every. 
iwhere,” by Revel and Paul Ws: bster 
The ensemble joins in on “That's 
|What Christmas Means to Me” 


| Background vocals are contributed 
by the Kings Men. Good musical 
|score was done by Edward Ward 
Henry Sharp’s camera work js 
|solid, making handsome display of 
elegant art direction by Lewis Cre- 
ber and Ray Biltz, Jr.’s, set decora- 


tions. Joe Kaufman served as asso- 
ciate producer with Del Ruth on 
filming of the original story by Her. 


bert Clyde Lewis and Frederick Ste. 
phani. Other technical credits are 
first rate. Brog. 


Boy! What a Girl 








(MUSICAL) 

Herald pictures release of Jack Goldberg 
production, Features Tim Moore, Elwood 
Smith, Duke Williams, Patterson & Jacke 
con, Sheila Guyse. Directed by Arthur 
Leonard; story, Vincent Valentini: camera, 
tieorge Webber; editor, Jack Kemp songs, 
Walter Bishop, Walter Fuller, Mary Lou 
Williams, Deek Watson. Previewe) in 
New York, Jan. 30, '47. Running me, 
70 MINS. 

Bumpsie (The Girl) ........ 1 Moore 
SO ‘delhi oe fet sentir Elwe “mith 
SEO a uvecad ence e Duke Williams 
Bere GEE Ki ca cceccose see Al Jackson 
Sheila Guise 
| The Cummings Sisters...... ? Belli Mays 
jlacdame Debhorah.. ween ‘ 1 Lewis 
Mr. Donaldson Warren Pi n 
rhe Giang: Slam Stewart, Deck W mn and 
lIlis Brown Dots, Sid Catlett ! Ra nd, 
Ann Cornell and the Internationa! Jittere 
hbuecs 

The several hundred Negro film 

houses in this country have long 


;been faced with a product shortage 
ion race-films, and the newly formed 
| Herald pictures will do something to 
alleviate the numerical relief. Ini- 
tiai release, “Boy, What a Girl,” is 
lalong the song-and-dance lines, and, 


*\if only on the strength of its vaude 


land musical names, should provide 
|sufficient playing time on the south 
end of doubleheaders. 

This film is predominantly musical 
| with a cliched, makeshift plot con- 
cerning two shoestring producers 
trying to win backing from a pros- 
pective angel with a wad of dough 
and two daughters. The showmen 
ultimately nab the coin as well as 
the girls. 

Comedy is entrusted to Tim Moore, 
as a femme impersonator, while El- 
\wood Smith and Duke Williams, 
\together with Sheila Guyse and 
| Betti Mays, take care of the romantic 
needs. e vaude and nitery team 
of Patterson and Jackson aids the 
comedy with respective .characterl- 
zations of the angel and landlord, 
| but efforts are generally weak. Forte 
iof the film is its musical sequences, 
|with Slam Stewart trio, Sid Catlett 
jorch, Ann Cornell and Deek Wat- 
|son’s Brown Dots. 
| Sets and production 
film's low budget 


Mame Boveien Eile 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 





indicate the 
Jose. 














“Barbacka” (SWEDISH). Europ: Film 
production and ‘release; stars Gunne! lire- 
stroem, Erik Hell, Sven Lindberg: fer tures 
Douglas Hage, Goesta Cederlund. \!0'10 
Bergman, Ulla Andreasson, Maregreih \\°'- 
vers, Manetta Ryberg: directed by Henet 
Ekeroth: screenplay, Makjen Cullheork. -''* 
Almquist based on novel by former: ©! 
era, Harald Berglund. Reviewed in Stock- 
holm. Running time, 100 MENS 





Offering fair entertainment. this 
film concerning life in a small Swe- 
dish village has been nicely directed 
and acted. Lensing of Harald Bers- 
lund is okay. Should do wel! iD 
Sweden and draw better than aver 
age grosses in U. S. arty houses 





“Rnameorada” (“Girl in Love’) (MEX- 
ICAN). Panamerican Films, *.A.._ Pre" 
duction and release. Stars Maria Felix: 


features Pedro Armendariz, Fernando aa 
nandez, Kugene Rossi. Directed by Emili 


Fernandez; camera, 
‘ine Alameda, Mexico City. 
110 MINS, 


Gabriel Fieuere# 
Running time, 





Though this is graced by Mexices 
top actress, Maria Felix at her best; 
has exceptional work by Eugene 
| Rossi in his Mexican pic debut: good 
|photography by Gabriel Figueroa 
and high-grade megging by Emilio 
Fernandez, this story is more - 
Latin-American than Anglo-Amert® 
can trade. 

Pic did sock biz, is setting ne¥ 
house records at the Cine Alameda 
and is in line for Mexico's best f°! 
1946, 
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hear the coins bouncing in their tills.” 


M. P. Daily 





“Ought to pay off well 


at the box-office!” 


M. P. Herald 











ia COLUMBIA PICTURES 
: presents 





DICK EVELYN 


POWELL KEYES 
Joluny Celock 


|) gow Lee, COBB Ellen DREW Nina FOCH 


S. THOMAS GOMEZ - JOHN KELLOGG 


, Screenplay by Robert Rossen - Directed by ROBERT ROSSEN 
: Produced by EDWARD G. NEALIS = associate Producer MILTON HOLMES 


AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD WEEK 
February 16—23 



































& “Bound to bring smiles to exhibitors as they , 
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State, N. Y. 

John Boles, Ruby Hill, Lee Noble, 
Jerry & Jane Brandow, Lorraine 
Rognan with Pat MecCaffrie, Jim 
Wong Troupe (5), Lou Basil’s House 
Orch: “The Secret Heart” (M-G). 





Current State bill packs plenty of 
diversifying fare, geared at a merry 


own novelty turn. Combines sequence 
of yesteryear tap routines, an imita- 
tion of Phil Harris, a pantomime 
beat with a cigaret machine and a 
session of cating lighted cigarets for 
hearty audience approval. ; 
Bettye Phillips, University of 
Kansas City co-ed, fills the discov- 
ery spot, showing a well-trained 





pace, with Lou Basil, house orch 
leader turning in his usually good 
job of emceeing from the pit via a 
hand-mike. 


After lively number by Basil and 
pitcrew, Jerry and Jane Brandow, 
personable couple take over for nifty 
tapstering session, very much out of 
the ordinary and highlighted by 
male’s slick hoofing On miniature 
staircase. Doubles are done 
with plenty class to garner salvos. 

Lee Noble, youthful magico, keeps 
"em guessing with his hocus-pocus, 
offering practically all the standards 
and pointing up with flow of com- 
edy gab that’s amusing. Gets nice 
response. 

Ruby Hill, sepia songstress late of 
the musical, “St. Louis Woman,” fol- 


also 


lows and does neatly in her song 
stanza. Teeing off with “Five Min- 
uies More” she segues into “For 
Sentimental Reasons” and “Come 
Rain or Come Shine” from her 
former musical. Despite chance of 
encore she preferred to rest on trio 
of numbers. 

However, its Lerraine Rognan 
aided by Pat McCaffrie, who steals 
the show with her zany antics. Gal 
has a field day for her comedantics 


and pulls all stops in giving them 
plenty of laughs with her flip 
clowning and travesty ballroom- 
ology. McCaffrie makes a splendid 
foil for her funstering and gets in a 
few licks on the licorice stick while 
partner’s taking a breather. Mob 
couldn’t seem to get enough of them. 

John Boles follows and clicks in 
his song session. Baritones way to 
solid returns.with “Grand Night for 
Singing,” a medley, “Sooner or | 
Later” and “One Alone” to splendid 
returns. 

Jim Wong Troupe, four Chinese 
men and gal, close session with fast | 


| ing of 


| suggestion, 


voice on “All the Things You Are.” 
Closing is an acrobatic turn with 


Apolie, N. Y. 


Dr. Neff Ghost Show, Jesse Stone 
Orch (12), Harry Lee Long, Pigmeat, 
John Bunn, Conway & Fox; “Night 
Editor” (20th-Fox). 


If all the vaude and magic hokum 


probably add up to Dr. Neff’s Ghost 
show, a traveling entourage which 
hit fhe Apollo boards this week. This 





comedy effects by Raye and Pedro. 
Pair’s balancing features headstands 
and handstands by Pedro with the | 
heavier Raye as anchor man of the | 


‘act. Work is polished and reception 





solid. Quin. 
Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 1. 

Bob Crosby Orch (17), Dunhills 
(3). Town Criers (4). Eddie Rio; 
i“White Tie and Tails” (U). 

First stage show in months has 
plenty of box-office strength, due 
to Bob Crosby pull, along with a 
maximum of entertainment merit. 

With its seven brass, five saxes 
and four rhythm, the band is in- 


clined to be heavy on volume much 
of the time, but its swing emanations | 
nevertheless possess a tuneful, lis- 
tenable quality. 

After “Summertime” theme, band 
sets in groove with “Sioux City 
Sue,” Crosby losing no time in ex- 
ercising his pipes. The three Dun- | 
hill lads size up as tops in precision | 
tapping and they also contribute 
some fast routines and somersaults. 
Nifty appearing Town Criers, mixed 
quartet, score with their harmoniz- | 
“By the Sea,” “Buttermilk | 
Sky.” “Open the Door, Richard” and, | 
with Crosby on #South America, 
Take It Away,” increasing the num- 
ber’s effectiveness with comedic 
touches. 

There’s a minimum of noise and 
a maximum of rhythm and melodic 
paradoxical as it may 
seem, to the drum and string bass 
presentation, “Big Noise From Win- 
netka,” of ace thumper Ray Bau- 
duc and Ward Irwin. Eddie Rio, 
seen here recently with the Bob 


and clever line of Oriental gymnas- | Hope show, lands plenty of laughs 
tics, pyramiding and balancing, all| and scores with his comedy dance 


sold at lively pace and rating appre- | 


ciation. Edba. 


- - Karle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
Dave Apollon & Co.; Ralph Slater, 


| wed Art & Junior, Rochelle & 
eebe; Renegade Girl (Indie). 





Dave Apollon and Ralph Slater | 
share top billing at the Earle this | 


week, with Apollon proving his old 
act continues to be a hardy peren- 
nial and Slater demonstrating that 
a novelty act such as his mass hyp- 
notism has entertainment value and 
holds audience interest. 

Backed by the house band, Apol- 
jon runs through his routine aided 
by three Filipino instrumentalists, 
who also take a brief turn before 
the microphone for comedy bits and 
vocalizing. Apollon still talks with 
that Russian accent, but the “Wolga 
reever” stuff still goes over and 
garners plenty laughs. 

Apollon strums his guitar in 
rapid-fire fashion, playing a medley 
of Russian airs, including “Hora 
Staccato.” A large and lovely lass, 
+ egg by Apollon as “Miss La 

erne, from Paris,” does the piano 
accompanying. She is a_ smiling 
eveful definitely on the Jane Rus- 
sell pattern. 

Slater, known to radio listeners, 
displays a smooth brand of show- 
manship. He has good stage pres- 
ence and iimes his patter well. He 
invites 10 persons from the audience 
to come up to the stage, and then 
he quickly puts three of them under 
hypnosis. Stressing the lighter side, 
Slater’s hypnotic suggestions cause 
the subjects to behave in a manner 
calculated to get laughs. 


However, he never asks a subject 


to do anything that might possibly 
embarrass. He gets his biggest 


laughs at the windup of the acte 


when the subjects react to his post- 
hypnotic suggestions. 

Duke Art and Junior present a 
novelty in their “Plastique Com- 
que,” in which Art models clay 
eads, building up a patriotic climax 
with Uncle Sam. Apollon works 
with him at the close of the act, in 
a comedy bit with the clay. 

Rochelle & Beebe ciick with their 


eomic terping. Biz only fair when 


eaught opening day Friday (31). 
. Shal. 





Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 31. 
Jack & Doris Schaaf, Norman Nas- 
sar, Raye & Pedro, Bettye Phillips, 
Jack Parks’ Tower Orch (9) with 
Kenny Field; “Renegade Girl” (SG) 
and “Sweetheart 
(Mono). 





Current lineup jells into moder- 
ately good entertainment with Nor- 
man Nassar filling m.c. slot neatly. 

Opener is Tower Orch on an 
Ae Berlin medley, with Kenny 

ield taking vocal on “Pretty Girl 
Is Like a Melody,” and side men of 
ne orch gathering around Jack 

arks and the mike for a bit of jam 
pread on “Alexander's 


Ragtime 
nd.” Jack and Dori; 


Schaaf fol- 


of Sigma Chi’ | 


impressions. 


| More Crosby warbling is highly 
| relished. He does “Got to Get Some 
| body to Love Me” as a solo and then 
has the Town Criers join him for 
“The Girl That I Marry” and “Doing 
What Comes Natur'lly,” with com- 
edy variations. The finale, also used 
in the Bob Hope show, has the en- 
| tire company and band converted 
| into a glee club to lampoon various 
| radio commercials. 


Lower floor well filled for 


noon 
show Saturday, despite sub-zero 
| weather. Rees. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Jan. 31. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Sammy 
Walsh, Diane Courtney, Olsen & Joy, 
Capt. Wm. Heyer & Starless Night, 
Les Rhode House Orch; “Nocturne” 
(RKO). 





Current layout adds up to fairish 
vaude with topliner Freddie Bar- 
tholomew overshadowed by stand- 
ard turns on bill. 


As happens with most Holly- 
woodites essaying personals, the ex- 
child star simply doesn’t have an 
act. His material gives him nothing, 

| with audience reacting in that vein. 


Sammy Walsh socks with comedy 
stuff, toppers being doughnut- 
dunking bit, band leader takeoff and 
“Breaking My Back For Becks.” 

Radio thrush Diane Courtney does 
okay with her pop versions, heaviest 
applause-getter being the arrange- 
ment on “For Sentimental Reasons.” 
House went for her all the way. 

Some neat tapology is offered by 
Olsen and Joy, who garner nice re- 
turns with their work, while Capt. 
Heyers and his horse Starless Night 
click with the horseantics, especially 
|in a Latin rhythm routine. Les 
Rhode and house unit back show 
nicely. Biz good. Lary. 


Adams, Newark 
oe Newark, Jan. 31. 
Vivian Blaine, Gordon MacRae, 
Don Rice, “Renegade Girl’ (SG). 

















Vivian Blaine, Newark girl who 
has returned to her home town a 
film star, heads this lively session. 


| Gal pute on a socko exhib of per- 
sonal ty singing, despite cold at 
opening (30). Biggest boost comes 


in tunes from her film, “State Fair,” 
but almost as strong are “On the 
Boardwalk at Atlantic City,” “Rainy 
Night in Rio” and “I’ve Got the 
Sun in the Morning.” All to begoff 
reception. 

Another clicker is Gordon Mac- 
Roe, manly type of youthful croon- 
er, who has plenty sock on delivery. 
Registers with “Sentimental Rea- 
sons,” “Gal in Calico,” “Without a 
Song” and other ballads. 

A hit on the USO circuit during 
the war, Don Rice is pulling just 
about the same act for the civilians. 
It’s good stuff, fast on the comic 
lines and with plenty of panto to 
spark proceedings. Rice’s willing- 
ness to pitch in with other turns 
| gives the show an enjoyable lift. 
| The Jansleys, two girls and a 





ow with a magic routine of silk | man, contrib one of the funniest of 
erchiefs and knock-down bouquets current acro turns. The Merry Mad- 


that is strictly ordinary. . 


Nassar has the center slot for his | 


caps didn’t show opening day. 
Bran. 


| tation. 


bit of old carny showmanship re- 
sembles a three-ring circus in the 
speed with which things happen 
and the steady spiel supplied by Dr. 


Neff. 


Jesse Stone orch opens bill with a 


| jump instrumental, but it is strictly 


in there as filler, as the other 
acts 
song-and-dance men, showing pretty 
good ideas in a couple of spots, but 
a bit more polish is required on the 
terps. 

Chinese crooner, Harry Lee Long, 
follows with “For Sentimental Rea- 


are 


s..s,” and then makes an attempt 
at imitating Perry Como in “Pris- 
oner of Love.” Long’s voice is only 


average, and he’d do better to lay 
off the imitation and i 
own style. He breaks 


into a tap 


| routine, more energetic than skillful, 


but then comes through toward the 
end with some sharp, fast taps. 
Band comes back with “Idaho,” a 
tune Stone wrote. Arrangement 
features a couple of nice reed solos: 
Pigmeat’s weekly burly blackout 
usually one of the high spots in the 


bills, follows and with John Bunn’s 
help he puts it over again, 

Neff’s 40-minute stint, accoutred 
with shapelv and slightly dressed 


femmes, begins as an ordinary magic 
act, with more props than prestidigi- 
Appearing and disappearing 
pigeons, the escape trunk, the cut 
rope which becomes whole again, 
switching objects apparently cov- 
| ered, plus a number of other stand- 
| ard items for the magis is the intro. 
| Then Neff .begins the spook business 
| with his “cabaret de la morte” and 
| 10 people out of the audience. This 
house is a natural for the ghost stuff, 
|and Neff’s tricks with the electric 
~~ chair and the playing instru- 


ments, while his hands are appar- 
,ently tied gets over with a thrill. 
| Closer is a lights-out eerie display of 
| ghostly forms flopping around the 
Stage and over the audience. Great 
returns for this show, and a lot of 


fun. Tomm. 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Jan. 31. 
Jans & Martel, Johnny Downs, 


| Jean Carroll, Think-A-Drink Hoff- 
iman; “Secret Heart” (M-G). 


| Capitol’s bill this week goes along 
| at a fast clip, offering variety and 
solid fare throughout. 

Top billing goes to Think-A-Drink 
| Hoffman, whose fast drink illusion 
| act is new to most of Capitol’s cus- 
tomers. Hoffman follows his usual 
attern, conjuring drinks of all 

inds, including beer, coke and cof- 
fee, from a pitcher of water. Two 
eye-filling femmes, who serve the 
| drinks, plus plenty mumbo-jumbo 
and smooth technique, make this a 
top act. Weekness lies in fact that 
a good part of act is lost to those 
in rear seats. 

Show stopper on bill proves to 
be comedienne Jean Carroll, who 
impresses as a distaff Joey Faye. 
Material is fairly stock, but gal has 
a sock style of putting over a gag. 
Routine ircludes a convincing im- 
presh of Harry James’ trumpet. 
Mitt action terrific. 

Johnny Downs does a slick job 
with a pleasing terp-singing act. Lad 
has appealing personality, a novel 
tap routine, plerty animation, and 
strong pipes. Gets good returns. 

Jans & Martel tee off bill in a 
standard terp act, with a novel ver- 
sion of the toy shop dance as stand- 
out. Lowe. 


RKO, Beston 


Boston, Jan. 31. 

King Cole Trio, Sue Ryan, Arnaut 
Bros., Ruth & Billy Ambrose, Larry 
Flint House Orch; “13 Rue Made- 
leine” (20th). 











Sensational response to King Cole 
trio here puts them up near the 
level of Haymes, Sinatra, Rooney 
and Kaye as box office winners. Au- 
dience, biggest opening crowd since 
Kaye, all but drowns out the trio 
with off-beat handclaps and squeals. 


Trio does six numbers, opening 
with “Route 66” and going along 
with “Sentimental Reasons,” “Best 
Man,” a medley of “Embraceable 
You, “Paper Moon” and “Straight- 
en Out”; continues with “Beginning 
of the End” ani finishes with a jam 
finale with house band. Cole sings 
all the way through, the bass and 
guitar taking occasional instrumen- 
tal licks, but it’s Cole’s piano and 
voice that gets the customers. 

Sue Ryan comes in with some 
good special material which she 
j warbles with zest and assurance. 
She looks nifty, too, as she does 
“Can't Get Along Without Mustard,” 
“I Want to Go Back to Bach” and 
other clever snecials, and such pops 
(as “Zipity Do-Da.” Customers like 
| her plenty and do right by her. 
| Show opens with some nice 
| dancing by Ruth and Billy Ambrose, 
|and a comedy act by the standard 
| Arnaut brothers, winding up in the 
i bird routine ith whistles, sets the 





were put in one big pile, it would - 





Conway and Fox are adequate | 


soloing on trumpet. Tee off with 
|muted trumpet arrangement of 
“™hree Little Words,” spotlighting 
maestro on miniature trumpet. Fol- 
llow with “Squeeze Me,” with vocal 
by Billie Jane Bennett, and finish 
with “Sugar Blues” to hefty re- | 
sponse. W..C. Bryant is other band 


develop his | 
|}show in 





stage for the Cole trio, Show nicely 
backed up by Larry Flint’s house 
orch, Elie. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 30. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (15) with 
Billie Jane Bennett, W. C. Bryant; 
Maurice Rocco, Billy Wells & Four 
Fays; “Shocking Miss _ Pilgrim” 
(20th). 








Clyde McCoy, whose music is on 
the sugary side, toplines current 
stanza here. Orch consists of five 
sax, three trombones, three trum- 
pets, four rhythm with maestro also 


vocalist and clicks in couple of 
comedy numbers. 

Billy Wells and Four Fays score 
in their slick acrobatics, accented by 
Wells’ comedantics. 

Jack Leonard, rotund comic, adds 
to the merriment. Picks up the 
fine fashion as he _ socks 
over his gab and skits, aided by his 


facial contortions and other gim- 
micks. ’ : 
Closer is Maurice Rocco, boogie 


pianist, who plays standing up as he 
pounds out “Begin The Beguine, 
“Hey Ba 3a Re Bop,” and getting 
heavy mitt with his jazzing up of 
“Donkey Serenade.” 

Bill is set for three weeks and in 
spite of sleet and snow house was 
full second show. 

















| Radio Whodunits 














tC Continued from page | Ga 


Chicago convention of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters by William S. 
Paley, chairman of the board of 
CBS. At that time Paley took of- 
ficial cognizance of the mounting 
criticism of the whodunits 


warned the nation’s broadcasters to | 


start putting their house in order. 


Already represented by = such 
night-time crime shows as “Ellery 


Queen,” “Inner ._Sanctum”, “Crime 
Photographer”, “Suspense”, “Thin 
Man”, etc., CBS had adopted the 


policy of refusing to accept any ad- 
ditional whodunits in excess of those 
already being carried by the web. 
Similarly, NBC says, in effect, 
“We're standing pat on our two 
crime shows, ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
and ‘Molle Mystery Theatre’.”. NBC 
management has kicked the whole 
subject around and has decided to 
proceed with extreme care. 


Whodunit candidates for potential 
sponsorship will not only be care- 
fully weighed by NBC, but the time 
spotting will also be a factor in any 
future deals. 

ABC network is also clamping 
down. Policy formulated is that the 
number of crime shows won't be 
hiked; if a new one goes on, another 
will be lopped off. There are a mul- 


tiplicity of whodunits riding the 
ABC  kilocycles, particularly on 
Saturday night, with its back-to- 


back sequencing of “Famous Jury 
Trials,’ “I Deal in Crime”; “Gang- 
busters” and “Murder and Mr. Ma- 
lone.’ Web crime roster also in- 
cludes such items as “Fat Man,” 
“This Is Your FBI,” “The Sheriff,” 
“Sherlock Holmes,” “Policewoman,” 
“Green Hornet,” “Counterspy,” 
“Danger Dr. Danfield,” etc. 

Like ABC, Mutual has a flock of 
‘em, including “The Falcon”, “Greg- 
ory Hood’, “True Detective Mystery” 
“The Shadow”, “Bulldog Drum- 
mond”, “House of Mystery” (al- 
though the latter, as a children’s 
program, has been praised for its ap- 
proach and treatment), “Official De- 
tective”, etc. Mutual, however, has 
no hard and set rule; in fact, it feels 
that the right kind of whodunit is a 
good, stable commodity. 

Several months back Schick-Ever- 
sharp submitted a whodunit to CBS 
for sponsorship. Network said no 
dice. Eversharp people cancelled 
out on the time, moved over to ABC 
and finally came up with Henry 
Morgan. 

In all there are 35 of the “you- 


getting coast-to-coast airing. 





Minn. P-T Assn. Squawk 
Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

Minneapolis Parent - Teachers’ As- 
sociation will launch a campaign to 
“reform juvenile movie and radio 
entertainment.” Action follows re- 
port of a special investigating com- 
mittee. Association wil] combat 
crime and horror movies and radio 
programs which were condemned 
by prominent twin city psychiatrists 
and psychologists. 

At the same time. the report, 
based on poll of aforementioned ex- 
perts and recipient of wide news- 
paper publicity, pointed out that 

















“in these fields of children’s enter- 


and | 


can’t-win (with sound) shows today | 


Ts 





‘Speculative’ Pix 
Continued from page 1 


execs is that the sub-normal quota- 
tions on film stock is due, in large 
part, to the conception, furthered by 
Wall street, that profits are unstable 
and unpredictable. S & P, while 
fostering the same impression, ate 
tributes low quotes to rising produc. 
tion costs and fears over foreign 
competition and effects of the anti- 
trust suit. 

Campaign to antidote the Street's 
poison was initiated recently by 
| Universal, which advertised widely 
|a plug for the basic stability of the 
industry. Ads were in conjunction 
| with issuance of "46 annual report 
by U, which showed peak profits by 
the company. 





Reasons briefed by U and chorused 
by other toppers are many. YJ 
| pointed out that when general busi- 
|ness picks up, films are among the 
| first to respond, while it's one of the 
last to feel’ the effects of a depres. 
sion. The industry, which is a 
| strictly cash biz, ads stressed. has 
| domestic market of 90,000,000 weekly 
| customers in the U. S. and upwards 


| 


of 200,000,000 throughout the world. 
' “What Wall street forgets.” one 
Par exec said, “is that individual 


pictures may be gambles but overall] 
| returns are stable. We can lose 
$1,000,000 on one film but it’s almost 

| certain that we'll make it up with a 
handsome profit, to boot, on the next 
|few. I’ve argued myself hoarse with 
tfinancial men but Hollywood's 
glamour has them frightened.” 
The street’s myth, biggies say, has 
| hurt the credit standing of the com- 
| panies and has kept the level of 
| quotations depressed. While stock 
| quotations are basically computed on 
| seven to eight times annual equiva- 
lent earnings, films’ common is cur- 
rently 25% to 50% below that. 

Insurance companies do not see 
eye-to-eye with the financiers on the 
“speculative” tag. Mutual Life In- 
surance Co., of New York for in- 
stance, picked up a block of 20,000 
shires of Paramount common Jast 
month. Layout of over $500,000 by 
a company that’s strictly regulated 
on type of investment it can make 
indicates that Par’s stock is no 
cat-and-dog. 

S & P’s analysis advises investors 
of a moderate decline in film profits 
during the ‘year. Film companies’ 
earnings probably hit their peak in 
'46, survey opines, and a downward 
tilt is to be expected primarily be- 
cause of a sharp rise in production 





costs. Release of higher cost pix 
during °47, .carrying with them 
heavier amortization charges, are 


going to narrow the profit margins. 

No about-face in the upping cost 
of production is in sight, according 
to the industry survey. Reflecting 
the greater use of color and the 
higher nut for labor, stories and tal- 
ert, individual budgets for pix will 
be at a peak. 











tainment there are features which 
are highly commendable and de- 
sirable” and “only hope for re- 
moval of objectionable features lies 
in cooperation.” 

While fighting crime and horror 
fare for juveniles, association was 
prepared to follow committee’s rec- 
ommendation to “give active sup- 
port to those pictures and programs 
we want our children to have, if 
we expect to get cooperation from 
producers of entertainment in elimi- 
nating things we do not want.” 
Committee report reached conclusion 
that “crime and horror movies and 
radio programs will continue to be 
first on children’s entertainment 
lists unless parents take action to 
eliminate this profitable rket for 
film producers and radio acver- 
tisers.” ; 


“Examination of facts reveals just 
one reason for existence of such 
objectionable features in childrens 
entertainment — they have proven 
profitable,” said Hugh Flynn, com- 
mittee chairman. “Advertisers have 
been quick to discover they have 
tremendous market among children 
in radio box-top programs. Film 
producers want to draw their mighty 
river of dimes from widest possible 
audience, so they set their products 
appeal at level where it will catch 
under-educated, untrained and lazy 
minds.” 


Psychiatrists and psychologists told 
committee they’ve encountered 1f- 
stances in which child’s life has been 
deleteriously affected by over-stimu- 
lating material of this type, that 
crime and horror features in some 
cases do serious harm and that they 
oppose them. 
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Chile's 3-Year-Old Pix Biz Due For 
Revamping After $1,000,000 Spree 





Santiago, Jan. 25. 

Reorganization. of Chile’s faltering 
three-year-old film industry, heavily 
backed by government money, fol- 
lowed announcement of Chile Films 
Co.’s near-liquidation due to three- 
year spending spree in which over 
$1,000,000 was spent on nine pix with 
b.o. returns of less than $200,000. 


Latest Chile Films floperoo, “La 
Dama de las Camelias,” currently 
playing the capital, according to the 
trade hit an all-time low in produc- 
tion quality, despite good try of 
popular actress Desideria. “La Dama” 
fared better than a similar disaster, 
“La Historia de Maria Vidal,” which 
“was shelved together with a costly | 
musical short, for which feature | 


length celluloid was used. 
Sharp criticism has been directed 


at the board of directors, comprising | 


four novice private businessmen and 
three reps of CORFU (Chilean De- 
velopment Corp.). the latter putting 
up most of the company’s capital yet 


following strictly hand-off policy, 
one rep never showing in three years 
for directors meetings. 

Two weeks after studios opened in 
*43, six pix were announced for ’44, 
but only first two were filmed. 
Meanwhile empty studio overhead 
ran close to $10,000 monthly. Com- 


pany’s financial losses were blamed 
on poor planning, coordination, and 
unwise spending. 


Question is being raised as to what 


the company did with all the film | 


received in three years—said to be 
enough for 60 films, though only 
nine were produced. There’s hint 
of a deal made with Argentina, sev- 
ered from U. S. film sources during 
war, yet producing films during this 
period. 

Current rumor is that Warner 
Bros. plans to back Chile Films to 
produce pix in competition with 
Argentina and Mexico; doubled pix 
having been unfavorably received in 
Latin-America. Another rumor is 
that Argentina’s Emelco has a rep 
in town watching for possible sale. 

New Chile Films president, Her- 
nan Garcia, who as former mayor of 
Valdivia denounced the Nazi fifth 
column, has raised hopes for saving 
the Chilean national film industry, 
saying with 30 pix in the next three 
years the company could recoup its 
capital. Reorganization plans include 
a capital of $1,000,000, half to be fur- 
nished by CORFU, a third from for- 
eign investors, and a sixth by local 
investors. 

Another suggestion for the com- 
.pany was the raising of admissions, 
presently the lowest in South Amer- 
ica. Better direction and 
themes are further 





Trish Run lato Black 


Market on Film Tickets 


Dublin, Jan. 25. 


A strong black market in tickets 


booked for Sunday night films in 
Dublin and Cork has grown up in 
past few months. Only Sunday night 
shows are booked and when booking 
opens, operators send agents to 
queue at box offices and buy what 
they can. These operators resell at 
well upped prices—three 25c tickets 
were recently black-marketed for 
$3 in Cork. 

Managers trying to beat the mar- 
ket limit sales to four tickets per 
patron, but operators use so many 
agents this routine isn’t proving suc- 
cessful. Police seem powerless. 


Moscow Takes ‘Roots’ 


“Deep Are the Roots” is the latest 
Broadway play to achieve produc- 
tion in Moscow., Vakhtangov theatre 
is scheduled to present the James 
Gow-Arnaud d’Usseau racial drama 
this spring. 

Only other American contempo- 
rary plays currently running in the 
Soviet capital are two Lillian Hell- 
man dramas, “Watch on the Rhine” 
and “The Little Foxes.” 


Greenberg’s Far East 


Berry Greenberg was appointed 
Far Eastern sales rep for Walt Dis- 
ney and Sam Goldwyn last week. 
He'll headquarter in Singapore and 
work with Leon Britton, Far East- 
ern super for RKO, through which 
both Disney and Goldwyn release. 

Greenberg was formerly’ with 
Metro for 15 years, 10 of which were 
spent in the Far East. He was born 
and raised in China. 
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local 
suggestions. 
Meanwhile, Congress is opening up 
the company books for a check-up. 


Foreign Plays Set Pace 
For B.A. 46 Legit Season 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 18. 
Figures published by the Au- 


Tokyo Workshop 
Tokyo, Jan. 28. 

A radio dramatics workshop, 
patterned after the Columbia 
Workshop, will soon be estab- 
lished in Japan, General Mac- 
Arthur’s Civil Information 
and Education Section has an- 
nounced. 

The Broadcasting Corp. of 
Japan is starting the workshop 
as a training program for 
musicians, actors, producers and 
technicians, who will experi- 
ment with new dramatic forms 








ithors’ Rights Society show 
1946 there were 175 shows. produced 
in Buenos Aires, with the record 


long run marked up for “My Dear | 
A | 


Ruth” with 450 performances. 
| political satire, “The Political Bee- 
\hive” (“Gran Avispero Politico”), 
iran for 437 performances 
| closed by the censors. 
Adaptations .f foreign plays took 
}all the laurels for the year with the 
|following number of performances: 
i“La Gata” (adapted from the 


Italian by Alessi)......... 278 
“Charley’s Aunt” .....+.-. 261 
foe Shining Hour” os ame 
'“Life With Father”.......... 173 
i“The Constant Nymph” 152 
\“Ten Little Indians”....... 155 


A local comedy, “When a Widower 


Weds” (Cuando un viudo se quiere | 
casar”), ran for 370 performances, 
and “Husbands Like Conga” (“Los 
Maridos Quieren Conga”) for 257. 


\'The season stood out for the lack 
of any important productior by a 
| native author. 

| Of the musical revues put on dur- 
ing the season “Pasen a Ver los 
| Fenomenos” and “Habra 
| para Rato” ran for 239 performances 
each. Elimination of the political 
skits, which have always been the 
best part of local showbiz, had its 
leffect on the boxoffice. 











British Film Briefs 


‘ 





London, Jan. 24. 

Derek Farr and wife (Muriel Pav- 
| low) honeymooning in Switzerland 
| ,..Universal International after 
| Marius Goring as result of his work 
in Powell-Pressburger’s “A Matter of 
Life and Death” (“Stairway to Heav- 
en”), but will not get him till he 
returns from northern Europe tour 
where he is appearing for Combined 
Entertainment Service with his wife, 
Lucie Mannheim, till May 5...John 
Corfield’s next pic for J. Arthur 
Rank is “Milkwhite Unicorn,” which 
stars Anne Crawford, Derek de 
Marney and Joan Greenwood. 
Shooting starts March 24 with Ber- 
nard Knowles directing. ..Edward 
Dryhurst Productions reopening film 
studios at Torquay with first picture 
to be “This Tame Garden” from un- 
produced play by Robert Bell. 
Dickering with Flora Robson for 
lead...Mai Zetterling, brought over 
by Michael Balcon to star in “Frieda,” 
has returned to Sweden, but expects 
to be back in the summer to star in 
“Saraband for Dead Lovers.”... 
Alastair Sim, who stars in Launder- 
Gilliat’s film “Green for Danger,” 
was a professor of phonetics at Edin- 
burgh Univ. before he became an 
actor. 

William Thornton, Odeon theatre 
supervisor, off to Cairo shortly to 
open new Odeon picture theatre for 
J. Arthur Rank... _Gaumont-Briiish 
Picture Corp. paying 5% interim 
dividend for current year, making 
first time that such a dividend has 
been paid...Brenda Bruce, wife of 
BBC commentator Roy Rich, chosen 
by Betty Box for feature role in her 
new picture “When the Bough 
Breaks.”...Arnold Pressburger. com- 
pleted deal with Two-Cities Films to 
produce pic here from Somerset 
Maugham’s novel “Then and Now,” 
with George Sanders coming from 
Hollywood for lead ..Two-Cities 
Films are making English version of 
Italian comedy with music, “Fugue 
a Die Voce.” 

Michael Powell having trouble 
with projected plan of doing film of 
“The Beggar’s Opera,” for which he 
intended to bring Deanna Durbin 
over from Hollywood to star. Ap- 
pears that Michael Balcon has prior 
claim to this English opera and re- 
fuses to give way...“Airing in a 
Closed Carriage,” based on Joseph 
Shearing’s bestseller, goes into pro- 
duction at Denham Studios early in 
March, with W. P. Lipscomb produc- 
ing...The Archers Brazilian film 
“Green Days and Blue Days” has 
been renamed “End of the* River.” 
Osmond Borradailes, cameraman, is 
filming backgound scenes in the 
Antarctic for Ealing Studios’ latest, 
“Scott of the Antarctic.”.. Sir Rob- 
ert Watson Watt, pioneer in radio 
location, joined J. Arthur Rank or- 
ganization as scientific adviser. 














that in | 


until 


Caiman | 


in various types of production. 


| A different cast and group of 
| technicians will be used in each 
| show. which will be aired once 
| a week. 

BCJ is offering writers 2,000 


| yen (slightly over $100) for 
scripts — the largest sum it has 
ever appropriated to lure new- 


comers into the writing field. 
Show is slated to start around 
the middle of February. 


Tax Increase Mulled On 
> Argentine Exhibs But 
Admission Rise Nixed 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 27. 

| Total gross takings in Buenos Aires 
during 1946 will far exceed those of 
1945, according to statistics of film 
| attendance published by the munic- 
ipal authorities. Complete figures 
for 1946 aren’t available yet, but for 








the first nine months of the year the | 


total ran to $8,602,330, compared to 
| $8,658,512 for the whole of 1945. 
Average admission scale was 30c. 
There are now 195 theatres in B.A. 


On the strength of the spiraling 
grosses, the municipal authorities 
are planning an increase in taxes, 
but won’t listen to any increase in 
admission scales to meet these, as 
suggested by exhibitors. 

Exhibts want to put up admissions 
by 10%, but the authorities, stick- 
ing to their policy of encouraging 
a “strength through joy” movement, 
argue that the working classes 
mustn’t be deprived of cheap enter- 
tainment. A committee of exhibs, 
headed by Clemente Lococo, with 
Alberto Lautaret, Arturo Brochard, 
Domingo Leone and Ismael Fernan- 
dez, are busy threshing out this ques- 
tion with the financial division of 
|the Town Council. Exhibs argue 
that the municipality should con- 
sider a change in the method of ap- 
plying entertainment taxes. These 
are applied on the capacity of the 
theatres, and not on the scale of 
attendance, as is customary in most 
countries. 


Exhibs aren’t the only ones faced 
with tax increases. The current 
trend of extreme nationalism and 
protection of local industries is lead- 
ing the government full tilt against 
foreign distributors. Confabs are be- 
ing held daily between distribs and 
officials of the Secretariat of Indus- 
try and Commerce, who are mulling 
over application of a tax of $3,750 
on each imported picture. 

Protectionism of this kind is the 
only method local producers seem 
able to resort to in their efforts to 
grab as large a share as possible 
of the local market. In a recent in- 
terview with Gen. Peron, they en- 
listed his support to make the Ar- 
gentine film industry the third most 
important in the world, but during 
that interview no one suggested that 
the best method of succeeding in 
this would be to turn out really 
good entertainment and then go out 
and distribute it efficiently in the 
other Spanish-speaking countries. 


According to entertainment czar 
Alfredo Bolognesi, pressure brought 
to bear since he took office once 
more in the last quarter of 1946, has 
resulted in 59 theatres exhibiting 
more local pix. In other words, 30% 
of theatres in the city are showing 
Argentine films, although they 
dodged doing so before. Distribs of 
foreign pix are having a tough time 
against all this protectionism and 
confabs between the Hollywood reps 
have been very frequent in the last 
month, to decide on what course of 
action to take. 


French Vauders to Tour 
German U.S. Zone Camps 


Paris, Jan. 25. 

With an all French vaude talent 
cast, Matt Duffin has produced a 
revue which will tour all army 
camps in the American zone in Ger- 
many, opening early February in 
Frankfurt. Show preemed in Paris 
at Pershing Hall under American 
Legion auspices, with all military 
personnel in Paris invited. 
Duffin, who during the war was 
with USO-Camp Shows, acted in 
revues here before the war. 
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MOORE CRASH TOOK 


TWO DANISH SHOWFOLK 


Copenhagen, Feb. 4. 
Crash of the Dutch airliner which 


took the life of opera singer Grace 
Moore also resulted in the death of 
two prominent Danish show people 
—36-year-old Jens Dennow and his 
wife, Gerda Neumann, Denmark's 
top songstress of pop tunes. Dennow 
had managed Miss Moore’s concert 
the previous evening at the K. B. 
Hall, in Copenhagen. 

Dennow, who started his career as 
a clerk with the onetime Scandina- 
vian entertainment king, Frede 


Skaarup, went on to c*come the 


most prominent inpresario in Den- | 
he produced. 


mark. Last summer 
and managed “Dagmar-Revuen” 
and was planning a new edition for 
this year’s season. In addition to his 
varied theatrical activities, he had 
also produced the Danish film 
“Swedenhieims,” which starred 
character actor Poul Reumert. 


Miss Neumann, daughter of Den- 
mark’s former operetta prima don- 
na Astrid Neumann, had only re- 
cently completed a film here with 
her brother Ulrik, a guitar player, 
and brother-in-law, violinist Svend 
Asmussen. Along with her brother, 
Neumann had also appeared 
with Jack Hylton at the London 
Palladium. 


G-B to Make 14 Kid Pix In 





Aussie at $600,000 Cost 


Sydney, Jan. 25. 

Ralph Smart, Gaumont-British 
producer-director, in from London to 
set plans for making about 14 pix 
designed for moppet audiences. Cost 
is set at $600,000. 

Pix would include a feature set 
on a cattle station in the Northern 
Territory; three shorts about aborig- 


ines. seven about birds and animals, 


and another a serial. 


Smart, who made “Bush Christ- 
mas,” rated as one of the finest kid 
pix made in the British Empire, said 
that local actors and technicians 
would be used for the first 14. Be- 
lieved here that most of the pix 
turned out by Smart for G-B will 


be used mostly for Rank’s moppet 
“ 


circuit in the British Isles. 





Hoyts to Build Six Nabes 


In Sydney Area This Year 


Sydney, Jan. 25. 

Hoyts will build six new nabe 
houses within the Sydney area this 
year, according to Ernest Turnbull, 
circuit head. ¥ 

Turnbull, who recently took over 
10 cinemas in the stix from the Kou- 
velis group to add to chain, is plan- 
ning further expansion in country 
and nabe centres. Understood here 
that the next major deal will take 
in the Snider-Dean loop. Hoyts 
presently operate some 150 cinemas 
under Turnbull. 


Charles Skouras and Dan Mi- 


chaelove are due to visit this year. 


Hoyts is hooked to National Thea- 


tres via longtime stock deal through 
20th-Fox. 











Gave London Shows 


London, Feb. 4. 
“Anthony-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 
“Follow The Girls,” Majesty's. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune, 

- “Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. 
“Mother Goose,” Casino. 
“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. 
“No Reom at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Red Riding Hood,” Adelphi. 
“Shephard Show,” Princes. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Smith on Arcady,” Embassy. 
“Seng of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. 
“Winslow Bey,” Lyric. 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. 


Emelco Merger 
Raises Squawks 
In Argentina 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 25. 

Amalgamation of Pampa Film and 
Sur studios under the Emelco ban.- 
ner, in a recent merger, seems ° 
likely to, have an epilogue in the 
Argentine courts, according to re. 
cent statements by Manuel Pena 
Rodriguez, founder and alleged co- 
}owner of Sur studios. 

The Emelco merger was put 
through by its principal stockholder, 
Don Joaquin Lautaret, operator of 
ithe Compania Central Cinemato- 
|grafica circuit, which includes the 
|Gran Rex, Ocean, Broadway, Monu- 
|mentai and Ambassador firstrun 
| theatres in Buenos Aires, as well as 
| hundreds of other houses in the in- 
terior. Emelco announced it will 
operate with a capital of $1,500,000 
and will add the production of long 
footage pix to its former activities 
in the field of advertising shorts and 
newsreels. 

Rodriguez alleges that Sur own- 
ership is registered in his name and 
|that he at no time authorized the 
sale to Emelco, On the other hand 
|Lautaret had put up the studio's 
entire capital and Rodriguez figured 
on the company’s payroll as direc- 
tor, but claims that his salary went 
to pay studio expenses whenever 
Lautaret failed to shell out. 

Anti-Lautaret interests have been 
squawking about the Emelco-Pampa 
merger and pressuring for a Con- 
gressional investigation of what they 
describe as his operation of a mono- 
poly in the film industry, especially 
on the exhibition side. 

Emelco’s distribution will be taken 
over by a subsidiary of the com- 
pany, to be called Empa, and the 
firm’s advertising has been taken 
over by Adolfo Glasserman. Mirtha 








Legrand, Roberto Escalada, Carlos 
Borcosque, Carlos Schlieper, Hugo 
Fregonese, Pepe Arias, Francisco 


Alvarez and Eloy Alvarez have all 
inked deals with Emelco. 





Portuguese Crash Takes 
Nine Orchestra Players 


Paris, Feb. 4 
Some nine members of the Ars 
Rediviva orchestra including its 


leader, Claude Crussard, were burn- 
ec to death Saturday (1) when their 
Air France transport plane hit a 
mountain peak 25 miles northwest 
of Lisbon, and burst into flames. 
Musicians were en route to the 
Portuguese capital where they had 
been booked for an engagement at 
the Tivoli theatre. 

Bodies of the performers were 
removed to the nearby resort of 
Cintra on the Portuguese seacoast 
along with remains of other victims 
for positive identification. A faulty 
radio beam was reported to have 
been the cause of the crash. 


Eire Okays More Cinemas 


Dublin, Jan. 25. 

Licenses allowing the building of 
‘cinemas and dance halls up to an 
expenditure of $1,000,000 have been. 
approved by the Eire govern- 
ment. Problem of promoters is to 
get materials and labor for the work; 
many skilled workers in building 
trade have emigrated to Britain for 
higher wages on reconstruction work. 
Main material shortage is steel. 








Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, Jan. 28. 

Manuel Sanchez Cuen is new 
manager of the pix industry's own 
bank, the Banco Cinematografico. He 
was subdirector of Petroleos Mexi- 
canos, official oil company . . . Jorge 
Negrete, actor-radio singer, planes 
Feb. 5 to B.A. He'll play several 
South American capitals, then go to 
Europe for dates in England, France 
and Italy. 

Tourist trade soothsayers figure 
12,000 delegates to the forthcoming 
world Rotary convention here will 
spend $1,000,000 (Mex.) daily. Meet 
is set for early in 1948. 

Allen M. Moyer has taken over 45 
20th - Fox manager, succeeding 
Joseph G. Mullen, who is recuperat- 
ing on his ranch in Virginia from 
an illness . . . Sale and consump- 
tion of intoxicating drinks banned 
under heavy penalties at all paid 
public amusement places here . - - 
Joan Bower decorating Teatro 1''s 
for American legit season. 

















Ow ae OS Oe 


J 
, 
1 
} 











ETY’s’ 
8 ao i LONDON OFFICE 


Place, 


Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 23 





Only 31 Pix Made in Argentina in ’46 
Studios Plan Upped Production for °47 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 25. + 


Argentine film studios released 
only 31 pix in 1946, the low number 
being attributed to raw stock short- 
ages which were acute in the first 
six months o* the year, but eased 


off later when European § stock 
started flowing in. 

The reduction in quantity did not 
make for an improvement in quali- 
ty, according to exhibs, the general 
run of local pix being considered 
mediocre, not even the highly touted 
“Donde Mueren las Palabras” com- 
paring in any way with “La Dama 
Duende” (rated best production of 
1945), “Su Mejor Alumno” or any 
of the better pix of previous years. 

Pierre Chenal’s last pic in Ar- 
gentina, “El Viaje sin Regreso,” dis- 
appointed. M. Serrano’s “No Salgas 
esta Noche” was rated poorly, and 
Nini Marshall’s only picture for the 
year, “Deshojando Margaritas,” fell 
far short of expectations. In the 
comedy line and from the commer- 
cial point of view, the best grosser 
of: the year was Luis Sandrini’s “El 
Diablo Andaba en Los Choclos” 
(“The Devil Was in the Corn”), 
which broke all b.o. records for a 
national production. “Adam and the 
Serpent,” wit: Tilde Thamar and 
Enrique Serrano, aroused squawks 
from church and women’s clubs be- 
c-use of its scarcely veiled, very | 
blue innuendos. 

Production Plans 


Early in February AAA will go | 
into production of “Un Tal Ser- | 
vando Gomez” (“One Called Ser- | 
vando Gomez”), adapted from an | 
old stage success. Luis Saslavsky | 
has been signed for this chore and 
the cast will be headed by Enrique 
Muino and Angel Magana. Argen- 
tina Sono Film is getting set to 
preem its major picture “Albentz,” 
which will be screened at the Am- 
bassador. Piano sequences were | 
played by Argentine pianist Marisa 
Regules, now giving recitals in the 
U. S. Luis Cesar Amadori directed, 
and Pedro —.opez Lagar plays the 
part of the Spanish composer, 

EFA Studios plans to increase 
production in 1947, and is hurrying 
construction of new studios at Mar- 
tinez. Ten pictures will be released 
during the year, of which two, “An 
Ideal Husband” and “The Mys- 
terious Uncle Silas,’ are already in 
the can. The new ALFAR studios 
and San Miguel are merging forces 
for production of a film version of 
William Hudson’s “The Purple 
Land.” Ulises Petit de Murat is at 
work on the adaptation, and Mario 
Soffici will direct. San Miguel will 
lend a number of stars to Alfar for 
this picture, slated for major pro- 
duction. 

Jorge Negre.e, Mexican film star, | 
is expected back in Argentina in 
March. He is under contract to In- 
ter-Americana to make pix in the 
River Plate, possibly teamed with 
Delia Garces. Dolores del Rio is 
expected in April, while Gloria 
Marin is already in Buenos Aires, 
and is to appear in legit with Ne- 
grete on his arrival. Several studios 
are dickering with the Mexican star 
for picture work. 

Following on the success of “Adios | 
Pampa Mia,” which featured Al- | 
berto Castillo, Argentino Sono Film | 
has signed the latter at $125,000 for 
two pix. 

Government plans seem to point 
tc intensification of protectionism in 
Argentina, with the consequence that 
all the studios are engaged in 
feverish activity, hoping to profit by 
this situation and step up produc- 
tion of national material in order to 
meet the requirements of the pro- 
tectionist decree. Emelco has even 
gone as far as to order cameras sent 
down from the U.S. by clipper. 
Cameras and recording equipment 
have already arrived from the U.S. 
by that route and microphones have 
been purchased in Great Briéain. | 


i 











Danish Vauder CitedIn | 
Paris on Registrations 


Paris, Jan. 25. 


Georges Ullmer, vaude and cabaret | 
performer, was sentenced to two} 
months in jail by a Paris court for 
failure to register properly. Actor, | 
who is a name in Paris, is a Dane, | 
and practically unknown in his na- | 
tive country. He has always been | 
careless about registration, and had | 
already been arrested in 1943 for the | 
Same reason, 

He is currently in Switzerland | 
and did not appear in court. 


Censorship Doesn’t Hurt 
Art, Sez Abbey Director 


Dublin, Jan, 25. 

Ernest Blythe, director of the 
Abbey theatre and former Irish 
Minister for Finance, told a meet- 
ing here that he did not think cen- 
sorship did any harm to art. Film 
censorship was necessary, he said, 
largely because of the number of 
young children who attended the 
shows. 

Blythe was speaking at a debate 
organized by the Dublin Technical 
Students Debating Society on the 
motion that “Censorship is incon- 


sistent with the liberty of the indi- | 


The motion was defeated. 


Pix Production 
Sparse in Cuba 


Emphasizing Latin America as 
still a greatly untapped film field, 


vidual.” 





Alberto Ratte, vet Latino film pro- | 


ducer, is currently in New York ne- 
gotiating with major film companies 
to make pictures with Spanish dia- 


| log. A. L. Pratchett, Paramount-In- 


ternational prexy, has expressed 
interest, he said, and a production 
deal with Par awaits Barney Bala- 
ban’s return from the Coast before 
it’s finalized. 


Ratte, who arrived from Havana 
two weeks ago accompanied by his 
wife, actress America Imperio, re- 
cently completed an 85-minute fea- 
ture in the Cuban capital, “Como 
tu Ninguna” (“No One Like You”). 
Filmed on a $100,000 budget, picture 
star Miss Imperio and was made at 
the Plaza Studio. Ibero-American 
Films will handle the picture’s re- 
lease in Cuba while Columbia may 
distribute .in the 
America, 

Painting a drab picture of Cuban 


| film production, Ratte said the Pla- 


za studio boasted but one sound 
stage and top output in the West 
Indian island seldom exceeds two or 
three pictures yearly. Ratte, who at 
one time was associated with the 
EFA studios in Buenos Aires, also 
has been active in film-making ih 
Mexico City. He plans to remain in 
the U. S. for about two months. 


MOROCCO HOUSES SHUT 





IN PROTEST VS. FEE CUT 


Paris, Feb. 4. 

Protesting a local order cutting 
the price of admissions 10% when 
former ‘president Leon Blum’s re- 
cent franc saving edict reduced con- 
tinental French prices by only 5%, 
Morocco exhibs have closed their 
houses rather than continue operat- 
ing at lower admish fee. 

Agreeing the theatre owners’ 
squawks are justified, distributors in 
Morocco have sided with them. Scale 
in the French colony ranges to a 
30c top compared with a 75c top 
here, 


RKO Takes Ads in British 
Mags for First Time 


Revealing RKO is now _ using 
magazines in England as an ad- 
vertising medium for the first time, 
Don Prince, director of foreign ad- 
vertising and publicity also pointed 





out in New York last week that its| lent ban in the U. S. would involve | 


pub-ad department in the United 
Kingdom is largely modeled after 
its domestic setup. 
well intrenched to withstand any 
advantage Universal may have with 
Rank in the British Isles or benefits 
accruing to Warners through its 
association with Associated British 
Pictures, he said. 

Magazine insertions were started 
in English publications shortly after 
Christmas and were an outgrowth 
of veepee Ned Depinet’s visit to 
Britain last Fall. Flack staff is 
centered in such key cities as Bir- 
mingham, Leeds, Liverpool, New- 
castle and Glasgow. David Jones is 
in overall charge in London. Prince, 
incidentally, handled RKO’s British 
pub-advertising during most of last 
year until he came to the U._S. to 
replace Mike Hoffay at the home- 
office, 


rest of Latin- | 


Not Expendable 
London, Jan. 28. 

First day’s shooting of Cine- - 
guild’s “Blanche Fury” at Pine- 
wood was marred by sudden 
collapse of platform supporting a 
700-pound Technicolor camera, 
It missed Valerie Hobson, who 
plays the lead, by inches, but 
threw cameraman Ernie Steward 
30 feet in the air, resulting in 
broken arm and concussion for 
Steward. 

Color camera, of which there 
are only four such zn England, 
suffered no damage. 


' Sudden Ban on Stars For 
| Argentine’s Lux Program 
Stirs Showbiz Circles 


Montevideo, Jan. 27. 

Buenos Aires tongues are wagging 
over latest instance of government 
censorship—because showbiz person- 
alities are invoived, and no reason 
given for the official action. 

On Friday (24) evening—too late 
to yank out the full-page spreads ar- 
ranged for all the next morning’s 
dailies, Lever Bros. was notified that 














| the costly, toprank talent roster lined | 


|up for its Saturday night “Radio- 
} Cine-Lux” program, over Radio El 
| Mundo, had been declared tabu by 


the Radio Control Board, and all the! 


cast’s radio licenses cancelled. 
Program had teed off the Satur- 


day previous, at peak listening time | 


| (10 p.m.), and featured a complete 
adapted version of some w.k. film in 


|each broadcast. The plan was to al-| 


|ternate an Argentine picture with a 
|foreign one each Saturday. On the 
| night in question an all-star cast was 
| to present “Love Affair,” based on 
| the Irene Dunne-Charles Boyer hit. 
| Cast rounded up by Lever included 
| Narciso Ibanez Menta as the prime 
|attraction; Iris Marga, Guillermo Bat- 
|taglia and Elsa O’Connor. 

Radio El Mundo had been plugging 
|}the show for eight days, so apart 
ifrom the spreads in the morning 
|papers, the listeners had plenty of 
|; cause to wonder why the advertised 
cast could not appear. No one has 


\told them. 
Senora Peron Influence? 


In the present case the ban was 
communicated to the network by a 
minor Official and appeals higher up 
brought the laconic explanation that 
the ban came on orders from “higher 
up,” with no reasons added. Senor 
Nicolini,-administrator of posts and 
| telegraphs, the government depart- 
| ment which has radio under its wing, 
is On a tour of inspection in the in- 
terior. Meanwhile, his office is at- 
tended by a secretary and by Senora 
Peron, herself an ex-radio actress. 


Narciso Ibanez Menta is one of the 
country’s foremdst actor-producers 
and an international figure due to his 
work in pictures. Although he ar- 
rived in the country at the age of 
three he is a Spanish citizen and 
avoids politics“as a consequence. Iris 
Marga has never been considered a 
|special friend of the democratic 
cause, and has been on friendly terms 
with members of the present regime. 


A checkup of the number of peo- 
ple banned on the various radio net- 
| works reveals that prior to Saturday 
|/evening’s ukase against the Lever 


|cast, there were 11 showbiz people 


| 
' 
} 





Belgrano and four on Radio Splendid. 
Some observers believe that the 


points to competitive 
and they 


skulldoggery 
ask why Ibanez Menta 





, on one outlet, but has a ban placed 
on him as soon as he transfers to 
| Mundo. 

| It is difficult to identify the forces 
|at work behind the scenes in these 
|matters, but the situation is believed 
| unparalleled elsewhere under a gen- 
|uinely democratic regime. Equiva- 


Crosby, Hope, Burns and Allen or 
|even Helen Hayes or Lunt and Fon- 


It’s currently |tanne being suddenly refused per- |! 


|mission to broadcast over the U. S. 
| networks. 


MPEA Sets Its Mark 


Motion Picture Export Assn. is 
now placing its trademark on ad- 
vertising and prints of all films it’s 
releasing in the 13 countries it serv- 
ices for the majors abroad. Produc- 
ing company’s trademark likewise 
appears in ads and on prints. 

Leading to use of the MPEA in- 
sigria was the fact that many pix 
of minor U.S. indies are also circu- 
lating in the countries and the Ex- 
port Assn. hopes to establish itself 
with native populations as distribs 
of superior U.S. product. 








affected on Radio El] Mundo, five on} 


larger number affected on Mundo! 


should be able to work unmolested | 


Canada Film Board Shorts Prove B.0.; 
Govt. Agency Unique in Sales Push 





Jackson to Film Tauber 
Operetta Hit in London 


Landon, Jan. 27. 

Film producer Lou Jackson, head 
of British National, has acquired 
film rights to Bernard Delfont’s 
operetta, “Old Chelsea,” big hit in 
London in 1943, in which Richard 
Tauber was starred. Understood 
Jackson paid, Tauber, who wrote its 
music, $10,000. 
| Pic goes into production early 
| April with Webster Booth and Ann 
Ziegler, whom Jackson has under 


contract, starred. 
; 





Lehar in Switch 
| On Royalties 


Vienna, Jan, 25. 
| Claiming that the Austrian 
forming rights society, AKM, does 


per- 


not officially “exist” as yet due to 
the absence of government decree, 
| 76-year-old operetta composer Franz 


royalty rights from AKM to the 
Swiss equivalent, SUISA. Accord- 





Ottawa, Jan. 31. 

Canada’s National Film Board 
claims the distinction of being the 
only government agency in the world 
successfully selling a monthly series 
of short subjects to the flickers. But, 
though the distributors okay the 
films as marketable, they saw no 
boxoffice argument for promoting 
one-reelers until recently when NFB 
took on the promotional job itself 
and got substantial results not only 
in admission sales, but in bookings 


/as well. 
NFB’s theatrical releases in the 
“Canada Carries On” series were the 





| 


first to get the homeoffice plug treat- 
ment. A 10-minute pic on the 
Manitoba Music Festival, titled “A 
City Sings,” got a special preem in 
Winnipeg with full backing from the 
festival organization. This introduced 
to Canada showbiz a new angle— 
national premiere of a short subject. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. aired 
the show over its national web, de- 
partment stores donated window 
space and the Winnipeg dailies ran 


photo stories. Branches of the 
‘festival group across the country 
plugged the film, bookings were re- 
ported by Columbia Pictures of 


Lehar is attempting to transfer his | 


Canada to be upped and a city in the 
Maritimes organized a festival of its 
own because of the film. 

NFB shot the works on another 
one-reeler in the CCO . series, 


ing to AKM manager Emil Oswald, | “Fashions by Canada,” a natural for 


Lehar’s attorney revealed the com- | tie-ins with the textile and garment 


poser’s intentions in a letter written 
last October to the society. 

Leaving Austria in 
become a resident of Switzerland, 
Lehar had previously signed up with 


executive committee, in ruling on 
Lehar’s petition to withdraw his 
membership, held last November 
that the composer could only give 
notice of quitting AKM at the end 
of the current year (1947), and that 
from that day on his royalty rights 
would remain for 10 more years with 
AKM according to the society’s rules. 

Lehar also intends to move his 
“Glocken Verlag” publishing com- 
pany to Switzerland which he 
founded in 1935. Composer's fight 
with AKM is being followed with 
much interest by press and public 
in Austria, since Lehar’s foreign 
royalties mean much as dollar ex- 
| change to Austria. 


FRENCH UNIONS DELAY 
MOVE ON COAST STRIKE 


Paris, Feb. 4. 

Following promises of support to 
the Conference of Studio Unions’ 
camp in the Hollywood labor juris- 
dictional squabble, eight French film 
union leaders made a visit to U. S. 
Ambassador Jefferson Caffrey Thurs- 
day (30) to assure him that no ac- 
tion to be taken by them would be 
| directed against the U. S. govern- 
ment. Delegation, headed by Rene 
Houdet, secretary of the Federation 
of Spectacles, stated that they were 
aiming only at the Hollywood studios 
in their projected boycott of U. S. 
films. 














, ing the boycott and pulling workers 
|out on strike who are dubbing 
American films with French dialog, 
is being delayed pending clarification 
of two factors. First is the adverse 
effect Which French film union lead- 
ers fear any boycott would have 
upon the granting of much-needed 
U. S. credits to France in the future. 
And second, French unions are try- 
ing to understand the befoggling 
U. S. film union setup before im- 
plementing any sympathetic action 
in behalf of the CSU. 





| 
| 


What Will They Do Next! 
London, Jan. 27. 

A lie detector, or psycho-galvano 

meter, as it is known in England 

(of which there are only four here) 

was used by United Artists to test 


Outlaw,” at the London Pavilion. 
Test was carried out by leading 
English psychologists who tested a 
30-year-old woman who wouldn't 
admit any emotions from _ seeing 
Jane Russell, although the detector 
revealed a 29 centimeter jump when 
Jane begins to unrobe in the bed- 
room scene. Other emotion reaction 





two years overseas. 

Trade is interested in the test, and 
jis seriously thinking of making fur- 
ther uses of it in future. 


_——— 


Final action, however, on declar- | 


j 


the newly-reorganized AKM. Its | 


trades. Support came heavy from 
the Canadian Dress Manufacturers 
late 1945 to| Guild. Vancouver held a preview 


screening with fashion show for an 
audience of more than 5,000. An- 
other preview was held in the Mount 
Royal hotel in Montreal where some 


|scenes in the film had been made. 


The T. Eaton Co., one of Montreal's 
biggest department stores, bought a 
duplicate of one of the gowns promi- 
nent in the short and used it in a 
special window. Photo stories ran 
in national mags, one of them, 
“Fashion,” turning over 10 pages to 
the story of the film’s production. 
Army Aids Push 

Canadian Army public relations 
people got behind the CCO short, 
“White Safari,” about the army air 
force maneuver, Exercise Musk Ox. 
It handed over snowmobiles from the 
exercise to lug banners around cities 
where the short was playing and did 
various photo story releases. In 
Winnipeg, a special preview was 
given to an Eskimo woman who had 
been flown in from her Arctic home. 
Theatres began giving CCO’s marquee 
billing. “Voice of Canada,” recent 
CCO given on the radio, got natural 
boosts from CBC and indie stations 
mainly where airers shown in the 
film originated, 

NFB theatrical films usually have 
some national interest as their 
themes, so groups backing those 
interests can always be depended on 
for support in promotional efforts. 
The national preem for the CCO’s 
has become customary and filmhouse 
managers get various tips on CCO 
promotion from NFB’s flack shop in 
Ottawa and cooperation from NFB 
regional offices in their cities. 

CCO bookings have been upped by 
around 75% in the past year. 

‘ ? 
Jane’ Catches London 
Eye in Legit Debut 
London, Feb. 4. 

Adapted from the W. Somerset 
Maugham short story, “Jane,” S. N. 
Behrman’s new play of the same 
name, won a good press with few 
exceptions when presented Wednes- 
day (29) under the auspices of H. M. 
Tennent and the Theatre Guild at 
the Aldwych. Despite a somewhat 
dragging plot, “Jane’ appears head- 
ing for a fair run. 


Slated to be done in New York 
next season by the Theatre Guild, 








the reaction of visitors to see “The | 


| 
| 


| 


was from man just back home after | acquired famous 


“Jane” deals with a middle-aged 
woman who weds a man consider- 
ably younger with the idea of step- 
ping aside later for her niece. 
Romantic comedy is studded with 
brisk dialog. Yvonne Arnaud has 
the role of “Jane” while Irene 
Brown, Ronald Squire and Jeremy 
Hawk appear in lesser parts. 


New Co. to Make Irish Pix 


Dublin, Jan. 25. 
Mercury Films (Ireland) Ltd. has 
old Irish castle, 
Gormanston, and 125 acres of land 
in Meath County—about 24 miles 
from here—for executive offices and 
‘studio sites. 
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WILL TOP 
CLAGHORN|'s 


BOX- OFFICE 





More than 150 key dates 
already ...and more 


JUMP ABOARD THE i porn 
BANDWAGON! BOOK IT NOW! =” ™ 








KENNY DELMAR «s SENATOR CLAGHORN .. “IT’S A JOKE, SON!” 


with UNA MERKEL « JUNE LOCKHART + simmy CONLIN- DOUGLAS DUMBRILLE 


‘DAISY’ the Dog « ond introducing KENNETH FARRELL ; 
Produced by Aubrey Schenck » Directed by Ben Stoloff © OriginalScreenplay by Rovert Kent ana Poul Gerard Smith e An. Eagle-Lion Films Release 
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A Thumbnose Sketch—Joe E. Brown 








By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 











You've heard of kids being born with a silver spoon in their mouths? 
Well, Joe E. Brown was born at Holgate, O., in 1891, with a complete sil- 
ver service (including sugar bowl) in his’n! Everybody looked at the kid 
and asked, “What is it, man or mouth?” 

Mattie and Ann Brown had seven kids, which is a pretty good bratting 
average. Joe E. posed for talcum powder ads when a baby. It was many 
years later before he got his face before a camera. He was a bottle baby 
until he was four, then he pushed the cork out and escaped! Holgate is 
one of those towns where they depend on the apple trees blooming for 
their entertainment, so the Browns moved to No. Baltimore, O., for a year, 
one of those towns where everybody knows what everybody knows. They 
finally moved to Toledo. 


‘Henry V’ Finally Gets 
Pitt Roadshow Date 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

The Laurence Olivier picture, 
“Henry V,” has finally grabbed a lo- 
cal booking. Unable to close a deal 
with any of the major circuits for 
one of their houses, sponsors are 
putting the British classic into tiny, 
290-seat Art Cinema here on March 
4 as a roadshow attraction. Original 


sibly go longer. 


It'll be sealed-at $1.20-$1.80 for 
matinees and $1.80-$2.40 at evenings. 





Joe started breaking in his brains in the public schools of Toledo, spent 
one year at the Washington Street school and five at the Illinois Street | 
school, He still corresponds with his first teacher, Mrs. Lillian Schroeder | 
—but she still won’t pass him! In kindergarten he borrowed alphabet 
blocks—he wanted to make a name for himself! After six years of school- 
ing, it was a case of Joe E. Brown versus the eighth grade! He would 
sink in a heap when he tried to add eight and seven. He wasn’t very good 
at grammar, either; he figured many a good acrobat was spoiled by learn- 
ing grammar! Joe was the head of his block—‘“Block Head Joe” they 
called him. He entered pie-eating contests, and the other kids, with only 
one mouth, didn’t stand a chance! 

At the age of 11 he became an acrobat. He figured acrobatic work 
would be profitable, considering the quick turnover. It was at this time 
an acrobatic clown by the name of Billy Ash saw little Joe do an unfin- 
ished flipflop. After a short talk with Joe’s parents, Ash walked out with 
Little Joe and a signed contract to give the kid a dollar and a half a week 
and all the food he could stomach. With seven kids to feed, Joe’s home 
nuisance vaiue was high. 

The act was called the Five Marvelous 
was an aerial casting and return act. Their first engagement was in 1902 
with the Selis & Downs circus, at Chanute, Kan. Then they joined the 
Busby Bros., a one-ring circus. Then followed a tour with the John Rob- | 
inson & Floto show. They had a swell route, playing the same one a cyclone | 
played ahead of them. The knife thrower with the show used Joe as a| 
target but Joe quit—he couldn't take the cut! The kid was doing fine, he | 
kept his neck dirty so his shirt would look white. Between circus engage- 
ments Joe managed to go to school to complete his grammar school educa- | 
tion. He finally got an imitation sheepskin from school. The Five Mar- | 
velous Ashtons finally got to San Francisco in time for the big Earthquake 
to break up the act. Proving an earthquake is somewhat of a critic. 

A Trampoline Artist 

Joe then joined the act of Prevost and Bell, and for two years was the 
trio of the Bell Prevost Trio, trampoline artists. 
around like a piano at a benefit. He then joined up with Prevost, and the | 
act, Prevost and Brown, in “A Few Minutes of Foolishness,” was billed at | 
fairs, carnivals, vaudeville and, finally, burlesque for 10 years. Joe was as} 
sharp as a cribbage peg. He had a mouthul of gold teeth, and when the | 
spotlight hit his mouth it looked like a guy chewing a sunset. When he} 
smiled he showed you how mustard looks when happy. 

The boys had swell dressing rooms—all-tile floors. They usually opened | 
the show—even leopards get better spots than that. It was at this time | 
Joe met the beautiful and charming Kathryn Frances McGraw; they were 
married at New York’s City Hall. A year and a day later, Don Evan} 
Brown, their first boy, was born. Soon Joe L., Mary Elizabeth Ann and | 
Kathryn Frances followed, as swell a set of kids as ever filled a happy 
home. Three years ago a grandchild was added. Captain Joe’s Cynthia 
“Cindy” Lee. 

In 1919 Joe’s dream came true. He was signed to replace Hansford | 
Wilson in “Listen, Lester.” He was made up at six o’clock, and after the | 
overture was played, the stage manager informed him there would be no | 
show; Equity had declared a strike! Joe borrowed five bucks and joined 
Equity. He never paid back the five bucks but is still a member of Equity. 
Aiter the strike, Joe played in “Listen, Lester,” season 1919-20; “Jim Jam 
Jems,” '20-21; “Greenwich Village Follies,” '21-23. Then. played an O. 
Henry skit in vaudeville called “Arrest Me,” ’23-24; “Betty Lee,” '24-25. 

He then gave up acting—he went into pictures. He mugged so much 
the stills were blurred, His first picture was a silent, “Hit of the Show,” 
then five more silents, all dramatic parts. The Druggist Weekly gave 
them four aspirins. Then came a string of hits for Warner Bros., “On 
With the Show,” “Sally,” “Hold Everything,” “Top Speed,” “Elmer the 
Great,” ‘Earthworn Tractor,” “Alibi Ike,” “You Said a Mouthful,” “Tender- 
foot,” “Burlesque.” Did a number of pictures for First National, RKO, 
Columbia, Paramount and Metro. He was among the boxoffice “10” for 
four years. He also did six pictures for David Loew, then freelanced. He 
only made two pictures during the war. He also filled in time with one 
year on the radio for Post Toasties and a year with “Stop and Go,” besides 
playing many guest shots, and stock guest-starring. 

His War Record—Tops! 

Joe E. Brown's war record as an entertainer is tops. He spent 14 months 
Overseas, doing 742 shows (not counting hospital visits), played to 2,500,000 
men, traveled 203,000 (logged) miles by plane. He was the first entertainer 
in Alaska and the Aleutians, first in Central, South and Southwest Pacific, 
first in China, Burma and India; on that trip he did shows in 28 countries. 
Made a second Pacific trip and played 11 Philippine Islands where there 
was action. Came home and wrote a book about his experiences called 





Ashtons 


but they weren't! It 


The act was pushed | 


than last 


itry took audience collections. 


In addition, there’ll be supper shows 


'on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sat- 


urdays at night prices. 

“Henry V” is being presented by 
Theatre Guild, and Guild-American 
Society legit subscribers at Nixon 
will be offered tickets in advance at 
reduced prices. 


Dimes Compaire 
Under Last Year 


Motion picture division of the an- 


nual March of Dimes campaign is 
now in the final bookkeeping stages, 


with the campaign week having 


wound up last Friday (31). Although | 


final returns are not yet in, percent- 
age of collections this year is higher 
year in theatres taking 
audience collections, according to 
Emil C. Jensen, industry . division 
| director. 


With most of the affiliated theatres 
| refusing to pass plates this year, only | schedule. 


| 7,000 theatres throughout the coun- 
Total 
figure is not expected to equal, con- 
sequently, the $5,600,000 collected in 
1946 but Jensen declared he hopes to 
announce the first $1,000,000 within 
the next 10 days. 








Laurel & Hardy in ‘Hood’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


| §tan Laurel and Oliver 


deal is for four weeks, but may pos- | 


American Red Cross, meanwhile, | 


disclosed last week that $350,000 was 
the amount of the contribution from 
the film industry which it rejected 
because the money was raised along 
with other charity funds. Accept- 
ance of the money, the Red Cross 
said, would violate its rule against 
participating in joint 


been determined, 


DUEL ON U.S. RIGHTS 
TO GERMAN ‘BEL AMI 


Two-way fight as to who owns 
the U. S. distribution rights to “Bel 
Ami,’ German film based on a yarn 
by Guy de Maupassant and made in 








| 


11937 by Willy Forst, is currently in | 
| progress in New York. O: the side- | 


lines and ignoring it all, he says, is 
Albert Lewin, who, in association 
with David Loew, recently produced 
his own Hollywood version of de 
Maupassant’s tale, “The Private Af- 
fairs of Bel Ami.” 
Slated for release 
through United Artists, Loew-Lewin 





“Your Kid and Mine,” which has already sold over 200,000 copies. He | picture stars George Sanders, An- 


received the Bronze Award. Only other civilian to receive this great 


gela Lansbury and Ann Dvorak, 


honor was Ernie Pyle. On Dec. 7, 1945, Mayor Roulet of Toledo declared with Lewin handling the direction 
a Joe E. Brown Day and presented him with 16 awards, including Medal |@"d scripting the screenplay. Tale 
of Achievement. He also received an honorary Master of Arts degree from | is said to be in the public domain 


the University of Toledo. The town gave him a motorcycle escort, and 
Joe ran between the cycles, probably thus starting the expression, “Run- 
ning in cycles.’ And now Joe is starring in “Harvey,” and packing them 
in all over the road. He is playing it not as a clown but as a fine actor, 
and every rabbit in the country is proud of him. 

His hobby is sports. He owned racehorses and played baseball. He has 


in all countries except 
where Lewin owns the copyright. 


| tine situation, 
| though her husband is on the board 


drives for | 
funds conducted by outside groups. | venture. 
Announcement of the rejection was | 
made in Los Angeles on Jan. 16 but | 
the size of the donation had not then | 


on March 7 | 


Hardy 
will play Little John and Friar Tuck 
in “Robin Hood,” a tunefilm, for Al- 
fred Shipman, in England. 

Pair are also due for 
Britain. 


§ Pix in 8 Weeks 
For U-Intl 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
production 


vaude in 





Bill Goetz, 


Universal-International, 


head of 
points to 
eight pictures which go into work 
in the next eight weeks as refuta- 
that, the 


shooting 


tion of grapevine rumor 


studio was looking for 


scripts. Admittedly, the changeover 
since the U-I merger slowed produc- 
tion schedules but that’s now 
coordinated and Goetz has 25 picts 
all lined up for 1947-48. In addition 
| he has a number in reserve awaiting 
casting, etc., such as Mike Todd’s 
“Up In Central Park,” which might 
| become one of those all-star studio 
roster propositions. “The Egg and 
I” is U-I’s first, just previewed and 
ready for marketing. 


been 


Goetz meantime has nixed 
| Todd’s dicker for H. Allen Smith's 
| “Rhubarb,” which Todd optioned. 
| Latter also has taken an option on 
John Roy Carlson's “Under Cover,” 
expose of subversive groups in 
America. 





On the subject of politico themes, | 


Mrs. Leo (Frankie) Spitz will not 
release “Thieves In the Night,” the 
Arthur Koestler book on the Pales- 
through U-I 


of that company. She is adamant on 
filming it, and Irving Reis already 
has a screen treatment which he may 
| also direct. However, that’s her own 





Buchanan’s Pic Hypo 
Buchanan ad agency is hypoing its 
Coast staff by switching of account 


to the Beverly Hills office to do con- 
tact work on film accounts. Fred M. 
Jordan, exec v.p., remains in charge 
of the office, and Paul Radin con- 
tinues as head of the creative di- 
vision. 

Change became effective Monday 
(3). It is believed that it came abgpt 
as result of the spotlight put on 
‘need for more Coast manpower 
when the agency ran into difficulty 
recently on the “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” campaign. 


Pulitzer Plays | 


Continued from page 1 




















the chance that an early spring en- 


|try will be a surprise winner. 


|The Iceman Cometh,” 


France, Ago” and 


| 


Dramas figured in the going are 
“Joan Of 
Lorraine,” “Another Part of The 
Forest,’ “Christopher Blake,” “Years 
“All My Sons.” It’s 
possible too that one of the new 


Holder of the U. S. distribution | musicals will be in the competition 


rights, whi:. he acquired 
Forst Film Productions of Vienna 
last summer, Joseph Scheinman, 





a built-in trophy room with on of the finest collections of sport and war | 
trophies. He also has a package of Turkish Trophies. Besides being a) 
Lamb, he was president of The Masquers; is a Mason, a Shriner, life mem- | 
ber Elk, member of board of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, member of, 
L. A. Recreation and Playground commission and member of Los Angeles | 


head of the Casino Film Exchange 
of New York and operator of the 
86th St. Casino theatre, N. Y., de- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


clared last week that he had signed | 


a contract with Forst Films dated 


Coliseum board. These cards added to his police and fireman cards. | June 24, 1946, which gave him the 


He is very fond of children—eats at Childs. Is a close observer—near- 


sole right to exhibit the film in the 


sighted, ya know. Has a great sense of humor—he grates it himself. He|U. S. Abroad last year on a five- 


knows the secret of comedy, and knows how to keep a secret. 
he ever did a mean act in his life, his good nature is superb, his kindliness 


and generosity inspiring. His heart is as big as his mouth and his mouth | 


has a heart. 


I doubt if; month trip through Germany and 
| Austria, he had visited Forst, an old 


friend, who had promised him “Bel 
Ami,” which Forst had produced, 


The late President Coolidge once said, “No person was ever honored | written, acted and directed. 


for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.” Joe 
E. Brown gave plenty—he gave of his “comedic” talents, he gave of his 
heart. He speaks for all of show business, and show business thanks God 
for his big mouth. 








Harrison fer ‘Harrow’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
: Esouly ween, Feb. ol Rex Harrison's projected trip to 

Maurice Bergman, _ Universal's England has been cancelled because 
eastern pub-ad head, trains.for New | of 20th-Fox setting him for the lead 
York tomorrow (5), with hip in cast.| in “Foxes of Harrow.” 

Bergman came a cropper while William Bacher is preparing pro- 
riding a horse last week on pro-| duction, which John Stahl will di- 
ducer Jack Skirball’s ranch. rect. 
< 


Bergman Finally Cast 





| The other “Bel Ami” claimant is 
| Levinson-Finney Enterprises of Los- 
| Angeles, ‘represented by the Coast 
‘law firm of Kenney & Cohen. Ac- 
cording to Vitali~ L. Chalif, Schein- 
man’s attorney, Levinson-Finney 
notified Scheinman in a wire filed 
|last Christmas Eve that they held 
the U.S. rights to “Bel Ami” and had 
| copyrighted the film in Washington. 
| Latter threatened to take full legal 
|steps against Scheinman. As yet, 
Chalif said, l.is client had not been 
| served with papers. 


from |and if so “Finian’s Rainbow” and 


“Street Scene” would be the prob- 
able contenders. Latter show how- 
ever won the prize for Elmer Rice 
when originally produced as a melo- 
drama. 

Fact that a dramatist has pre- 
viously won the prize does not dis- 
qualify him. Eugene O'Neill has 
won the award three times, his “Ice- 
man” appearing to have a good 


i chance to get him additional laurels. 


He copped with “Anna Christie,” 
“Strange Interlude” and “Beyond 
The Horizon.” O'Neill may have 
another candidate in “A Moon For 
The Misbegotten,” now in rehearsal. 

“Iceman” is definitely among the 
/season’s successes but attendance is 
considerably under the capacity pace 
,of the early weeks, That is blamed 
on the drama’s extreme length which 
makes the four-and-one-half hour 
|performance an endurance contest 


‘for audiences, if not for the actors | 


too. It is believed that had the 
author cut the script and eliminated 
its repetitiousness, instead of being 
| obdurate about it’s “Iceman” would 
| have become a smash, 


Todd’s first, “Great Son,” goes per 


even | 


exec John Krimsky from New York: | 


Exhibs Actually Ask for Reissues— 
And They Do Biz, Sez Arthur Mayer 


+ With many exhibs voicing constant 


| squawks about the fact they’re 
| forced to play reissues, an interest- 
ing angle has cropped up in that 
some of the reissues which have 
proved to be the top grossers were 
revived by distributors through ex- 
hib suggestions. 

Latest such instance is “Tower of 
London,” a Universal reissue cur- 


rently in its second week at the 
Rialto, N. Y. Same house played the 
| picture when it was first released ‘in 
1939 and pulled a nice $10,500 dur- 
| ing the first week. Hard up recently 
for suitable product for his house, 
Rialto operator Arthur L. Mayer 
suggested to U sales chiefs that they 
let him have “Tower” again this 


yeal Result: the picture brought in 
a smash $14,500 during its first re- 
week. Based on the Rialto 
is expected to set a na- 
tional release date now for the re- 
issue 

Same situation occurred several 
years ago .when a small indie exhib 
talked U into booking him “Dracula” 
and “Frankenstein” for a dual run. 
Exhib backed the two pictures with 

op ballyhoo 
em as an “all-horror” show Re- 

ult again: the two pictures cleaned 
up, resulting in an unexpected gold- 
mine for both the exhib and U. Lat- 
ter subsequently reissued the two 
pix nationally in package form and 
many theatres have repeated with 
them several times since then, doing 
boff business in almost every in- 
stance. 

Same method of distribution was 
picked up by 20th-Fox for reviving 
‘Jesse James,” first released in 1939, 
and “Return of Frank James,” turned 
out a year later. Two were sold to- 
gether as a package dualler several 
years ago and again did top busi- 
| ness. 

Most exhibs, meanwhile, believe 
they’l! make out okay with reissues 
if they play them judiciously but 
feel they must steer away from play- 
ing too many in too short a time. 
| They're also averse to paying too 
| high rentals for the revivals, claim- 
ing the distribs have already re- 
ceived first money for the pix when 
they were first released and, since 
the actors, writers, etc., don’t get 
| paid when a film is reissued, all re- 
turns into the distributors’ coffers 
| represents clear gravy. 


Dr. Gallup 


Continued from page $ 


added for up to 126 people. Each 
| set of a dozen of these gadgets sells 
| for $125. Salesmaen’s handbook esti- 
| mates 20-week delivery wait. 

| A third opinion-registering device 
' was developed by radio-researcher 
Dr. Horace Schwerin when he was 
in the Army. He is now using it for 
commercial radio surveys and in- 
tends extending the service to films 
shortly. It’s more complicated than 
the other two, since it registers each 
person’s opinion separately and, via 
a punched-card system, opinion of 
separate segments of the audience 
can be determined, such as all the 
women, or all the women with 
blonde hair and blue eyes, for in- 
stance. Instead of a hand register, 
Schwerin’s machine employs a sort 
of joy-stick affair attached to the 
side of the chair. 


FBI Nabs 
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on Brown as purportedly furnishing 
37 films between May and October, 
45 to an exhib at Big Bear Lake, 
'Calif., and 14 others in June, July 
and August, 45 to another 16m oper- 
ator at Inyokern, Calif. Arrest of 
Brown, who was an assistant direc- 
tor at one time, is part of a drive 
recently Jaunched on the Coast by 
the FBI to wipe out copyright in- 
fringements. 

Cooperating throughout the coun- 
try with the FBI is the law firm of 


Sargoy & Stein, special national 
counsel for the majors with con- 
nection with Copyright Protection 


Bureau activities, 


White Midnight in Texas 
Dallas, Feb. 4 
A midnight show for white patrons 
was held here at the Joy Theatre 


when “Beware.” an all-Negro cast 
|picture, released by Astor, was 
shown. 


House is owned and operated by 
L. C. Montgomery of New Orleans, 
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Brotherhood Week 








When there’s a story to be TOLD... about “What’s Coming”...to your theatre. .. 
and patrons to be SOLD... on the idea of returning to your theatre ;.. you KNOW 
you can count on The PRIZE BABY. ..to do a “telling” job... at “point-of-contact” 
... week in and week out... with TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES! 


He’s well cut-out... for this Big Job... of serving TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES 
... With the “show-must-go-on” type of SERVICE ...so essential to your business... 
BECAUSE ...he delivers the SHOWMAN’S kind of Advertising... from a Single 


Source ...that saves Time and Effort for YOU! 


It’s no secret... that he’s still “The PRIZE BABY of the Industry”. .. BECAUSE 
.-+ he’s been making his mark in the motion picture industry... for Twenty-Seven 
years..<by Carving A Reputation... at your BOX OFFICE! 


national SERVICE 


PRIZE BRGY OF THE (HOUSTAY 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


(Col) and “Fool's 
(UA), also dual first-runs, open 
Thursday (6). Last week, “Man 
From Rainbow Valley” (Rep) and 
“Strange Holiday” (PRC) split with 
“Wanted for Murder” (20th) and 
“Rolling Home” (S.G.), all dual first- 


Night” Gold” 


runs. Satisfactory $2,200 in eight 
days. 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Round- | 


Picture Grosses 


Continued from page 17 





ing out five big weeks downtown | 


and concluding session should wit- 
ness satisfactory $6,000. Last week, 
good $6,000, 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘“Wild 


Bill Hickok Rides Again” (WB) (re- 
issue). Old horse-opera making good 
comeback at $4,000. Last week. 
“Bringing Up Father” (Mono), good 
$4,000 

Lyric (Par) | (1,000; 50-70 )—‘‘Stan- 
ley and Livingstone” (20th) 
issue). This moveover house having 
a fling at a “first-run.” i 
meeting moderate response at $4,500 
Last week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par) 
(2d wk), mild $4,000, making good 
$19,000 for loop fortnight. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-85) 
“White Tie and Tails” (U) and Bob 
Crosby orch and acts on _ stage. 
Crosby a big magnet. State show 
very well liked and film sufficient 
support. Very big $29,000 in pros- 


pect for first stage show at any local 


film house in months. Last week, 
“Song of South” (RKO) (2d wk). 


mild $9,000 at 50-70, but good $23,000 
for fortnight. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
wk). In the big money. Hitting so 
fast a clip it’ll remain a third canto. 
Big $16,000 in sight. Last week, 
terrific $23,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“It's Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Demand so great it’s held for 
sixth canto downtown. Will really 
bow out after good $5,000. Last 
week, fine $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“13 Rue 
Madeleine” (20th). Picture highly 
praised and Cagney considerable of 
@ magnet. Sweeping along at swift 
$16,000 gate. Last week, “Mighty 
McGurk” (M-G), good $11,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“Margie” (20th), First neighbor- 
— showing. Big $5,000 indicated. 

ast week, “No Leave, No Love” 
(M-G), good $4,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99 )—“Brief 
Encounter” (U-I). Opened lightly in 
bad weather, but word-of-mouth and 
critics raves should help it build to 

retty good $3,000. Last week, “One 
Romantic Night” (Aster) (reissue), 
ight $1,800. 





Frisco Snagged by Fog, 


Holdovers; ‘Show Off’ 256, 


‘McGurk,’ Vaude $27,000: 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 

Business: still off. Fog and hold- 

overs mostly blamed. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
— “Mighty McGurk” (RKO) plus 
yaude headed by Wally Brown and 

ileen Barton. Colorless - $27,000. 

st week, “Wonderful Life” (RKO) 


Edwards, a healthy $27,500. 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95) “~- 
ue Madeleine” (20th) (2d wk). 
lediocre $20,000. Last week a husky 


31.500. 
(FWC) (2,656; 


Warfield 55-85 )— 
“Man I Love” (WB) four days. Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Humoresque” 
Okay $25,300. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,646; 55-85 )— 
“Show Off” (M-G); $25,000. Last 
week, “2 Smart People” (Par) dis- 
appointing $14,700. 

State (FWC) (2,183; 55-85) — 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (3d 
wk) (m.o.). Four days, $5,500. Last 
week, $8,610. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85) “Johnny O'Clock” (Col). 
Tepid $14,500. Last week, “Swell 
Guy” (U) (2d wk), sad $8,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 
207: 55-85) — “The Chase” (UA) 
(2d). Weak $10,300. Last week, fair 
$12,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.20- 
$2.80) —“Henry V” (19th wk). Husky 
$6,000. Last week, good $5,500. 


Shadow,’ ‘Marriage’ 936 
, In Frozen-Out Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 4. 








week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (3rd wk), | 
smash $7,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“If I Had My Way” (U) and 
“Shadow of a Doubt” (U), under 
average $8,500. Last week, “Caesar 
and Cleopatra” (UA), a so-so $9,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—‘“Perfect Marriage’ (Par) and | 
“Shadow of a Woman” (WB), light | 


$9,500. Last week, “Sweetheart of | 
Sigma Chi” and Bob Crosby’s stage 
band show, whopping $22,800 at 
20-80c. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—"Till the Clouds Roll By” (2d 
wk), fair $9,800. Last week, terrific 
$15,300. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 15-50) 
Business good despite storm. “Two 
Years Before Mast” (Par) and “Traf- 


| fic in Crime” (Rep), did a nice $4,000 


| “Down 


“My Darling Clementine” 
Missouri Way’ 


(20th) and 
(PRC), 


|; opened Sunday and general forecast 


(re- | 


Reissue | 


| 
| 


' 





Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 
— “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” 
| (Mono) and “Renegade Girl” (SG) 


Sleet, snow, wind and below-zero | 


temperatures put a decided crimp in 
nearly all boxoffices over the week- 
end, but “rising” forecasts made the 
week look better. The Brandeis with 
“It's a Wonderful Life” held them 
out even in the cold and will get a 
big $8,500. This means a certain 
holdover. Orpheum and Paramount 
with “Perfect Marriage” and second 
week of “Till the Clouds Roll By,” 
good for around $10,000 each 
Estimates for This Week 


Brovdeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“It's a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) and 
“So Dark the Nigh#” (Coil), a husky 


$8,500 and holdover indicated. Last 


(4th wk) plus vaude headed by Joan | Doll 


was favorable. 


‘RAZOR’ KEEN 226, BUFF; 
‘DEAD,’ ‘BETTY’ $20,000, 


Buffalo, Feb. 4. | 
Biz good here. “Razor's Edge” 
leading town with over $22,000, but 
dual “Dead Reckoning” and “Betty 
Co-Ed” near it with $20,000 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70)— 
‘Secret Heart” (M-G). $15,000. Last 
week, “Bachelor’s Daughters” (Par) 
and Vaughn Monroe orch on stage, | 
nearly $37,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) 





(3,000; 40-70) 


“The Razor's Edge” (20th). Over | 
$22.000. Last week, “Time. Place 
and Girl” (WB) (2d wk). Topped | 
$15.500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“The | 
Chase” (UA) and “Pilgrim Lady” 
(Mono). About $10,000. Last week, 
“Wicked Lady” (U) and “Spook 
Busters” (Mono). $11,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Time, 


Place and Girl” (WB) (m.o., 3d wk). 


$4.500. Last week, “Till Clouds Roll 
By” (4th wk). Over $5.000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 


“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Betty 


Co-Ed” (Col), $20,000. Last week, 
“Temptation” (U) and “Blondie’s 
Big Moment” (Col). $13,500. 


20th Century (20th Cent. Inc.) 
(3,000; 40-70)—“Song of the South” 
(RKO) and “Joe Palooka” (Mono) 
(2d wk). Over $13,000. Last week. 
same show did $18,000. 


‘Doll’ Fair 156 in K.C.; | 
‘Jolson’ 206 in Second 


Kansas City, Feb. 4. 

Theatre biz is slowed down from 
the fast pace set thus far iu 1947. 
Warners has a pair of new films 
on the row with “Never Say Good- 
bye” in the Orpheum and “The Man 
I Love” at the Newman, but neither 
is doing more than mild biz. “Jolson 
Story” in a second week at Mid- 
land continues to mop up as the 
brightest spot among firstruns. It 
has definite staying power, and may 
remain a third week, unusual book- 
ing in this big house. “Magnificent 
in the Fox Midwest firstrun 
trio is disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown-Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (820; 2.043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Magnificent Doll’ (U) solo, for fair 








$15,000. Last week, “Dark Mirror” 
(U) (2d wk), light $11,000. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— | 
“The Jolson Storv” (Col) (2d wk). 
Packing them in for a rousing $20,- 
000, easily a holdover figure, but 
may be pushed out by backlog of 
product. Last week film had a mod- 


erate start but built to a smash 
$25,000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 


65) — “The Man I Love” (WB) get- 
ting fair play for $12,000, and not 
expected to holdover. Last week, 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (5th wk), nifty 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Never Say Goodbye’ (WB) and 
“Shadow of a Woman” (WB) dualed. | 
So-so $10,000. Last week, “It's a 
Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (5th wk), | 
closed with $9,000, nice. 





with vaude. Average $9,000. Last 


week, “Plainsman and the Lady” 
(Rep) and “Dangerous Millions” | 
(20th) with variety bill on stage. 


Light $8,000. 


Mage Pacts Balto House 


Laffmovie chain, headed by James | 
Mage of New York, has signed a 21- 
years lease on the Vogue, Baltimore, 
with Walter Gettinger & Associates, | 
according to Berk & Krumgold, the- | 
atre brokers. 

Remodeled last fall, house opened 


Thanksgiving Day under Mage’s 
management. Company also oper- 
ates Laffmovie theatres in Boston | 


and New York. 


General Service Back 
To Work With Miracle’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 











——————— 


Catholic Pic Boycott 


Continued from page 9 











General Service lot, currently 
marking time, will hop back into | 
activity Feb. 24 with the resumption 
of filming on the Benedict Bogeaus 
production, “A Miracle Can Hap- 


pen.” Fourth and last of the epi- | 
sodes will be made with James 
Stewart, Henry Fonda and Dolores 


| Moran in the top roles. 


Following “Miracle,” Cagney Pro- 


| ductions will launch the William 
Saroyan yarn, “The Time of Your 
Life.” 

Sees Every Home With 


Sound Filmer in 30 Yrs. 
Chicago, Feb. 4 
Causing no concern to the industry 


| panies to absorb the rap for two, 





moral films.” A meeting of 600 local 


films is felt particularly tough. | Sodality officers will be held in Los 


Fear, of course, is that the Cath- | Angeles Sunday (19) at which time 
olic boycott will lead to much more ,the Rev. Charles Leahy. Jesuit 
restrictive censorship and perhaps | Priest. who is general moderator 
legislation. Such moves could set tee netioeeia Lavenst a 
all picture making back years in the der way. The action is purely on a 
efforts to attain more adult ap- | voluntary basis by members of the 


Sodality and it is understood comes 
as an 


proaches and invoke a severe hard- 


outgrowth of the campaign 


ship on Hollywood in many ways. on . “a 
agains Duel in Sun although 
¢ I & ] Te Ron d 5 1 
It wa a similar (¢ atholic step | Father Leahy denied that picketing 
izainst “immoral pix back n 1933 8) tnat il i i piace He 
i that led to the « iblishment of the ieclared he would oppose and stop 
Bishops’ Committee and eventually | any movement by the organization 
the Legion of Decency. It also led to | to single o the Se ick picture in 
the strengthening of the administra- hat manne 
tion of the Production Code, which “Duel ’ t t 
pam ( ) { Cl i presen 
had been adopted in 1930. This new ‘ pr 
. . State is expecte to e Diaste DY 
move is considered the most signifi- ene Catho Pane ; - 
. , _ | ~ 2 7 acti ALIN ( wocesan au Orit! 
for the immediate future, C. Scott | cant Catholic action since the Legion . non telease in his territory. Chueh 
= . upon reiease } iS teérritol lure 
: ? neyclopedia | was established | é : 
Fietcher, prexy of Encyclopedia! was establishec | authorities are understood to be 
Britannica Films, predicted last 


week that 30 years from now will 
see a sound projector in every house, 
just as there are radios today. 

Speaking before Chicago Film 
Council, who announced production 
of six adult education pix by his firm 
year, he increasing life ex 
pectancy of Americans and world 
complexity demand more adult edu- 
cation, and visual means are recog- 
nized as the best method to accom- | 
plish this. 


41 aia 
Lilis Saia 


chagrined the 
ments given Gregory Peck and Jen- 


ovel warm endorse- 


Boycott Extension Held Likely 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. | 


|nifer Jones for earlier portrayals in 

Threatened month-long boycott of | “Keys of Kingdom” and “Berna- 
films by some 6,000,000 members of dette.” onl) —s to find the pair 
the Catholic Church’s Sodality of neck” Bate oma a binge. 
Our Lady appears more than likely, | gate that a lay sroun of Cathalic 
with a total of 25,000 members of} clergy now believe the Legion of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles al- | Decency and production code can be 
ready having taken pledge to ab-j|and is being sidestepped or hood- 
stain from attending films during| winked by producers, with the re- 


February as a protest against “im- | sult clergy acting on its own. 
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NEW 


recorder by 


Western Electric 


“ 


makes re-recording better and easier 


outstanding features 
of the new 
RA-1251 RE-RECORDER 


1 With it, you keep flutter down to 
no more than 0.05% in any particular 
frequency band and total flutter down 
to no more than 0.07%. 


2 You can play all types of film 
tracks: variable area or variable 
density, 100 mil standard, 100 mil 
push-pull or 200 mil push-pull. The 
scanning slit covers all existing types 
of 100 mil and 200 mil tracks without 
moving optics or film. Visual inspec- 
tion of scanning is provided for. 


3 It’s easy to adjust accurately the 
film start mark to scanning beam. 


4 The method of vernier synchro- 
nization provides accuracy of better 
than one sprocket hole. 


8 During threading, Automatic Loop 
Setter enables you to lock movable 
rollersto mid-point operating position, 
thus assuring accurate setting of loop. 


6 You're assured of low distortion 
by highest quality photocell amplifier. 
Plug-in mounting is handy. 


7 Re-winding is simplified. Auto- 
matic Re-wind Cutoff has separate 
motor, which cuts off when film is 
re-wound, You can adjust speed of 
re-wind. 


8 You can watch operation through 
glass doors that keep out dust. 


This radically different re- 
recorder is the result of an en- 
tirely fresh approach to the 
complex problem of re-record- 
ing sound on film. 

Engineers of Western Klec- 
tric’s Electrical Research Pr 
ucts Division talked with stu- 
dio technicians—studied their 
re-recording methods and diffi- 
culties—found out where pre- 
vious equipment. could be im- 
proved. 

Then they designed the RA- 
1251 to meet the technician's 
needs and specifications. It 
marks a tremendous step ahead 
in appearance and compact- 
ness—in efficiency, accuracy. 
speed and ease of operation — 
in quality of reproduction! 

It is one more evidence of 
Western Electric’s continuing 
contributions to the technical 
progress of the industry. 





Electrical Research Products Division 


Western Electric Company 
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JAMES OLIVER CURWOOD STREAMLINERS 
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JEAN PARKER, RUSSELL HAYDEN, JO ANN MARLOWE in 
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Oakland Ball Magnate Buys Into 
Eight Coast Houses; Other Briefs 


Oakland, Cal. 

Clarence “Brick” Laws, co-owner 
with Joseph Blumenfeld in a local 
chain of theatres, and also co-owner 
of the Oakland baseball club of the 
Pacific Coast League, has acquired 
a one-third interest in eight the- 
atres in northern California and 
southern Ore »n at a total cost of 
$500,000. 

The houses include four in Med- 
ford and two in Ashland, Oregon; 
one each in Weed and Eureka, Cal- 
ifornia. Laws’ partners include Ed 
Downer, president of the Mechanics 
Bank of Richmond, who backed 


Laws in his original handling of the | 


Roxie, Esouire and T & D theatres 
in Oakland: and Robert Lippert of 
Alameda, who acquired a big chain 
of small theatres during the “war. 
Lippert will operate the new prop- 
erties. 
Philly Filings 
Philadelphia 

Tom Friday has been appointed 
executive secretary of the UMPTO, 
with headquarters here, it was an- 
nounced last week by Lewen Pizor, 
president. 

Airport Theatre Corp., headed by 


David Molliver, Principal Film Ex- | 


change, has purchased the Airport 
for a reported $85,000, according to 
Harry Barrist, theatre broker 

The following committees for 
1947 have been named by Motion 
Picture Associates: Welfare, Lou 
Formato, chairman, Jack Bergin, 
Ben Bache: publicity, Milt Young, 
chairman. Bill Brooker, Jim Ash- 
craft. Mike Weiss. Hank Howard, 
Ed Rosenbaum, George Fishman; 
finance, Earle W. Sweige't, chair- 
man, Robert Lynch, James P. Clark, 
Jack Beresin, Meyer Adelman, Jay 
Emanuel; entertainment, William 
Doyle, chairman, Sam _ Diamond, 
Sam Palan, James Dalton, Joe 
Engel: me: .bership, Charles Beilan, 
chairman, Mitchell Pantzer, Frank 
Sculli: sergeant-at-arms, Dave 
Rosen; histori.n, Addison Gottschalk; 
constitution and by-laws, Albert M. 
Cohen, chairman, Ely Epstein, Mort 
Magill, George Schwartz. 





$200,000 Indpls. Suit 
Indianapolis. 
Vern Young of Gary. Robert R. 
Young. Mare Wolf and Al Blocher 
of Indianapolis, were named defend- 


— 
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MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT e 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited » Walter Jacobs: 

















GUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 
trom Coast to Coast 

4 Century 








DE KALB 


reoms, skewers, levcteries, 


De Kalb Ave. 










Ask for Booklet V 





Chrysler Bidg. 
N. Y. City 17—LE. 2-5000 


Auctionees— Daniel J. McEtveney, Ir.. 






UP. 


ifornia stockholders of Fiftyler, Inc., 
one of their subsidiary concerns. 
Suit alleges that a combination 
store, theatre and apartment build- 





“just rate.” Appointment of re- 
ceiver to collect rents, profits and 
liquidate anc distribute proceeds 
among stockholders of Fiftyler, is 
isked. March 18 date has been set 
for receivership hearing. Those 
j}named are officials of Montgomery 
| Theatre Corp. and Y. and W 
Management Corp. as well as 
Fiftyler. 

Harry Markun, Indianapolis ex- 
hibitor who is a member of Scouts 
| Central Indiana board of directors 
has arranged for Indianapolis Tent 
| No. 10 of Variety to adopt the down- 
|town boy scow’. troop, left stranded 


| when-the church with which it was | 


affiliated moved to a_ residential 
section. Tent will support troop 
through heart fund. 

Trueman Rémbush, 
| Joe Finneran, Columbus and Sam 
| Switow. Louisville, attended Allied 
| States board tieeting in Washington 
this week as ATOI representatives. 
Carl Nuiesse, owner ol Vogue, 
| Indianapolis, plans new drive-in at 
Lake Wawasee, near Syracuse, Ind., 
for operation next summer 

Don McLeod, Metro office mana- 
ger here, vacationing in East. 


Would Legalize Seating Diagram 

Providence, R. I. 
Rhode Island theatres would be 
required to flash on the screen, at 
least once during each performance, 
a diagram of the seating arrange- 
ment of each floor plainly showing 
th. location of each exit, under a 


lature here Wednesday (29) by Sen- 
ator James J. Brady, Comberland 
Democrat. 


Kallet Chain Re-elects 
Oneida, N. Y. 

Myron J. Kallet was renamed 
president of the Kallet Theatres at 
the annual meeting of the company. 
Other officers are: Jay J. O'Leary, 
first veepee; Frank C. Walker, N. Y., 
second veepee; Thomas Friday, 
Scranton, secretary; William R. 
MacNeilly, Utica, assistant secretary; 
Michael J. Larkin, Rome, treasurer; 
Eva M. Zophy, Oneida, assistant 
treasurer. 

The company operates 23 theatres 
in New York state. During 1946 the 
company opened a drive-in theatre 
near Syracuse, took over the Park 
theatre in Avon and remodeled the 
Strand theatre in Brockport. 





Loew’s Div. Mgrs. Meet 
outside New York are slated to hud- 


(Thursday) .on ad-publicity matters 
with Howard Dietz, Metro veepee 
over ad-publicity, and Ernest Emer- 
long, Loew’s ad-pub head. 

Managers include Joe Di Pesa, 
Boston; Ed Fisher, Cleveland; Ted 
Barker, St. Louis: Brock Whitlock, 








THURS., FEB. 20—1:30 P.M. 


1155 De Kalb Ave. (Near Broadway), Brooklyn 
2,200 seats, orchestra, mezzanine, balcony—13 dressing 


steam heet. One bleck. from subway station, trolleys on 


ALSO IDEAL AS Recreational eentre, dancing, skat- 


ing. bowlin§ alleys, sports arena. 


Washington; Lou Brown, Poli circuit, | 


jand Gertrude Bunchez, Baltimore. 





A. C. Chain Enlarges 
Atlantic City. 

Waxman interests are increasing 
| their theatre chain from three to 
{four houses. They'll operate tie 
Shore theatre, formerly the Em- 
bassy, located in midcity, after the 
house, long shuttered, has been re- 
| novated and refurbished. 

With the Shore they'll have the 


house, in midcity. 





Burnett Upped in Pitt 
Pittsburgh. 





sion chief for Loew’s in this district. 
His territory will comprise Pitts- 


SALES 


Fachange a ar 
20 Vesey St., ° 


THEATRE 








fire proof, partly sprinklered, 


ants in a $200,000 damage suit filed | 
in federal court here by three Cal- | 


Indianapolis, | 


bili introduced in the State Legis- | 
ieclerks and other 


| Mo., being erected for 
| Adams, who also operates the Roxy, 
|a 600-seater in the same town, is 


| the Blue Mound, a 300-seater, Blue 
| Mound, Ill, has shuttered the house 


Loew’s theatres division managers | 


dle at the Loew’s h.o. tomorrow | 


Cinema. uptown, the Astor, down- 
town, and the Hollywood, their best 


Marty Burnett. former manager 
of the Penn, has been upped to divi- 












Mowatt, 


| former membership secretary of the 
| Dall las Symphony orchestra. House 





burgh, Columbus, Toledo, Canton, | 
Akron and Dayton. He replaces Al- | 
len Sparrow, who has been trans- 
ferred to the southern post. 

Charles Dortic, veteran Pittsburgh 
film salesman, who has been with 
Columbia in Albany for the last 
two years, has been named PRC 
branch manager there. 

John J. Maloney, Metro’s central | 
division manager, whose home is in | 
Pittsburgh, has been re-appointed to | 
the executive board of the Boy | 
Scouts of the Allegheny County 


' Council. 
in * at Gary is leased by them at | 
annual rental $20,000 less than a/ 
| will get star -d by Dr. R. B. Her- 
| rick, of Meadville, on a 4,500-cdr lot 


District will have a new drive-in 
theatre next summer. Construction 


at Parkstown Corners, four miles 
west of New Castle, Pa., within the 
next month 


Gray Barker, furmer projectionist, 
has been named manager of the 
Pictureland and Lyric theatres in 
Gle man W. Va.- Both houses are 


owned by C, W. Marsh. 
Goldwyn Names Loewe 

J. Winston Loewe has been named 
sales rep for Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions in the south and several 
midwestern territories. 

He was formerly manager for 
Warner Bros. in Oklahoma City and 


| Dallas. 


Plitt Join: Northio Theatres 
Henry G. Plitt has joined the 
Northio theatres, Paramount affiliate 


|}in Ohio and Kentucky, as a 


to Jack R. Keegan. general manage! 
Plitt formerly was a major in “the 
10lst Airborne division and was 
decorated as the first paratrooper to 
land in Normandy. He handled spe- 
cial assignments in Paramount- 
Richards and United Detroit theatres 
prior to his current stint. 


Wendt Union Biz Rep 
St. Louis. 
Matty Wendt. formerly employed 
by the local UA exchange, has been 
elected biz rep of Film Exchange 


| Employes’ Union, Local B-1, an af- 


filiate of IATSE, Local No. 1438, and 
representing inspectors, shipping 
back-office em- 
ployees of local exchanges. 
Other officers chosen are John Rey- 
ner, M-G prez; Eddie Koehr, Na- 
tion Screen v.p.; Abe Engel, Na- 
tional Screen treas.; Millie Corry, 
secretary. 

A new 750-seater in Crystal City, 
Dickson 


ready for lighting. Fire of’ unde- | 


;}termined origin destroyed the 
| Kansas, a 200-seater, 
| owned and operated by M. W. Jessup. 


Kansas, IIL, | 


Illness of William Lee, owner of 


for an indefinite period. The Ply- 


| mouth, a west end indie nabe, has 
| been sold by Tommy Tobin to Helen 

McMillan and William Hayes, new- 
; comers in the St. Louis exhib field. 


St. Louis Hustings 
St. Louis. 

After operating the Edinburg, 
Edinburg, Ill.. several months 
Helden Gordon has sold the house 
to Carl Pohlman. 

The St. Louis exchange of RKO 
Radio on film row is being mod- 
ernized following the recent signing 
of a 10-year lease. 

The Ravenswood, Ravenswood, 
Mo., the only motion picture theatre 
in the town for many years. is ready | 
for lighting. It is owned by E. L. 
Bradley. 

Orville Crouch. city manager for 
Loew's. has been upped to assistant 
to division manager Carter Barron, 
Washington, D. C. Crouch will be 
replaced by Russ Bovin, manager 
of Loew's Midland, Kansas City, a 
vet of 23 years with the organiza- 
tion. Milton Burnet, Barron’s late 
assistant, moves to Columbus. vice | 
Alan Sparrow who has been shifted 
to the Atlanta, Ga., territory. 








Minny House Changes os 
Minneapolis. 

With business steadily declining 
since end of war, Newsreel here has 
abandoned newsreel policy entirely, 
changed its name to Pix and will 
offer subsequent runs of double fea- | 
tures. Admission has been tilted a 
nickel to 50c, including tax. 

Lessee of house is Coast operator 
of chain of newsreel houses, and 
during war straight newsreel policy 
was highly profitable. A few months | 
ago, however, theatre started using | 


|} an action feature along with com- 
| plete newsreel program. 


Theatre originally was opened as 


| a Translux newsreel] house, but soon 


went to’features. It seats 250. 
Republic’s Minneapolis branch 
manager. William M. Grant, re- 
signed, effective Feb. 1. He'd been 
with Rep three and a half years. 





Longhair Buys House 
Dallas.. 
The Gay theatre. owned and op- 
erated by P. H. Fletcher and J. J. 
former ex-marines, has 
been purchased by John J. Stewart, 


has a seating capacity of 400. 


VToeffier Switch 
Minneapolis. 
Joe Loeffler has resigned as Par- 
amount sales manager here to be- 
come local Republic branch man- 
ager. 
He succeeds Bill Grant. 








indie production 


| future to make 


Metro owns 


Bracken Buys Ball Yarn 

Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Bracken took 
a baseball yarn, “.750 Smith,” 
his entry into the 
field, with himself 


‘"y, owned for several years 
deals with n out- 

750, a pretty good 
ball player, or a thesp 
6’ anybody, for that 


Report Again Crops Up 
N. Y. Mayfair May Go 
First-Run for Loew’s 


4397 


still unconfirmed 
bought the Astor 
New York to construct 

M r Hal; ft pe 


observers believe 


, hake Loew will fir 
Mayfair theatre, on Tt 
47th street, to a first- 
Reports of the Mayfail 
* cropped up period- 
while Metro execs still 
decline to comment. it’s believed the 
conversion will take place soon. 
Metro currently has only the Cap- 
Criterion as Broadway 
Several of its pix play 
each year but must 
playing time at that 
the top product of 
Reports that the 
be razed in the near 
way for a new giant |. 
g store have been confirmed, 
indicating Metro will be left with 
only the Capitol as its own show- 
Conversion of the Mayfair 
which has been play- 
ing second and third run, 
run house would be 
to replace the Criterion (1,610 seats). 
the entire Mayfair 
much of the office 
space for special divisions of its in- | 
ternational department. Latter will 
moved to the new 
which is planned 
in the near future. 


an option on 


in 


ito our films 


to a first- 
the easiest way 


Old Customers’ Pleas Move Par To 
Boost Releases in 47, End Pinch 


Recognizing the pinch on exhibs 
because of the current product 
shortage, Paramount toppers have 
decided to hike the number of ree 
leases for the current season over the 
25 total distributed last vear. Agree- 
ment was reached during studio 
huddles last week of Par’s Coast, 
home office and foreign toppers be- 


cause of a request for increases 
from both company customers and 
theatre  partne Ti rding to 
Charles M. Reagar harge of 
distribution 

During the first nine mo com- 
pany will release as mat or more 
pix than in the whole of the 1945- 
46 season, Reagan sai P recently 
set a pace of one pic for every two 
weeks for its first eight fil vhich 


it will have to hypo to car: 
its new schedule 

Survey and conclusion on the 
many problems which have de- 
veloped in foreign 


through 


countries were 


discussed at the confabs. Barney 
Balaban, Par’s prexy. revealed. 
Understood that company toppers 
also talked plans for expansion of 
theatre holdings throughout the 


orld. Blueprints call for acquisi- 
tion of showcases in all capital and 
leading cities abroad 











/ Benton’s Rap 


——~= continued from page 2 = 





tural imperialism” through pictures. 

Brooker told the Washington Film 
Council that Benton's opinion was 
constantly reiterated by representa- 
tives of various nations at the 
UNESCO session Brooker even 
quoted a speech of then Premier Bi- 


dault of France against “monopoly 


|of expression.” 


In the field of mass media, aceord- 
ing to Brooker, the fear applies only 
because we dominate 
the world in that field, but predicted 
that Britain will find itself in the 
same position, as soon as its film 
industry reaches higher productive 
levels. 

Quoting from speech by Anne 
O’Hare McCormick, one of the U.S. 
reps at UNESCO, in which she 


| stressed that “the battle for mastery 


of men’s minds is just beginning,” 
Brooker predicted “in the battle for 
men’s minds, films will play a dom- 
inant part, along with radio and 
press.” 

















New York Theatres 

















JOHN 


CRAWFORD °* GARFIELD 


in the New Warner Achievement 


“HUMORESQUE” 


with 


OSCAR LEVANT 
J. CARROL NASH 


Jean Negulesce 


Produced by Jerry Wald 


HOLLYWOOD 


IDA LUPINO bad ROBERT ALDA 
ANDREA KING © BRUCE BENNETT 


In Warner Bros. Hit 


“THE MAN I LOVE” 


Directed by Raoul Walsh 


In Person 


Charlie BARNET 
AND HIS —" ESTRA 


RAY ENGLISH ® COLES AND ATKINS 
B’way at 47th St. STRAND 














RIVOLI .... 


RADIO CITY _— COABE ee 


Rockefeller Center 


“THE YEARLING” 
GREGORY PECK © JANE WYMAN 
CLAUDE JARMAN, JR. 


in Technicolor © An M-G-M Picture? 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





MIpwIeNT Pratues 
mientiy 





| “CALIFORNIA” J 


Technicolor 


Picture Starring 


Ray MILLAND, Barbara STANWYCK 
Barry FITZGERALD 
Coulouris, Albert Dekker, 

Anthony Quinn, Frank Faylen 
B'way and 49th St. 
ors ) Open 9:30 A. =e 














_ 


mM.6 Ms New and Different 


LADY '* THE LAKE 


AUDRIY TOTHER - LOTS NOLAS 











A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
PLUS ON SIAGE— G@RACIE FIELDS 
Extra! ARTHUR BLAKE 


ROXY Suns." 









‘THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 
N. Y. Film Critics 


lhe BEST Years 
me’) Qur a aees 





3 PALACE = 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr 


MAUREEN O'HARA - WALTER SLEZAK 
SINBAD me SAILOR ¥ 


4W GORGEOUS TECHN/COLOR 








ON SCREEN 
Thurs., Feb. 6 


IN PERSON 
| Wilbur Evans 


Bing Crosby Pierre O' Angele 
Fred Astaire & Vanya 
Jean Caulfield « 

Irvine Berlin's } Exira' 


“BLUE SKIES" Jesse BLOCK 
In Technicolor ‘ Bee SELLY 





















































AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. 


Presents 


HE PAUL WHITEMAN HOUR 


WJZ-ABC COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK EVERY WEDNESDAY, 9:00-9:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
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Featuring the Sensational Young Pianist 


EARL WILD 


Playing “RHAPSODY IN BLUE” 
EUGENIE BAIRD 





JOHNNY THOMPSON 


NW BOOKING SPRING CONCERT TOUR 
| 


‘Tour Direction 


LAWRENCE GOLDEN, Inc. 


Thanks, Pops, for the Privilege 
of Booking You 


a. 


tak. 
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Wee Mart Men Back Anti-Mayflower 
Stand, Boost BMB, Whack at Spots 


Washington, Feb. 4. 
The Small Market Stations’ Ex-| 
ecutive Committee of NAB is rd 
latest industry group to fall in line 
behind NAB Prexy Justin Miller's | 
campaign to outlaw the FCC's May- | 


flower opinion and permit radio | 
licensees at least limited editorial 
right 

The Small Market men (operators 
of 5kw-or-under stations, in towns 
of 50,000 population or less) ¢ 
cluded at the end of a_ three-da) 
se ym here last Friday (31) that 
thei members are already edi- 
torializing in espousing various com 
munity reforms and boosting “pub 
lic service” projects, This, they co! 
cluded, was violation of the ost 
rigid interpretation of FCC's no- 
editorial policy. 

It was pointed out by committee 
chairman Wayne Cribb of KHMO, 
Hannibal, Mo., and Marshall Pengra 
KRNR. Roseburg, Ore., that in those 
cases where radio operators have | 
remained aloof from community | 


citizens have criticized 
nands-off attitude. 


stopped short ol 


problems 
thei 


} . 
rhe 


' 


committee 


any definite resolution promising 
all-out support of Miller’s move to | 
wipe the Mayflower opinion off the 
books, but gave him oral assurances | 
of its willingness to go along. ‘7 
Miller and NAB exec veepee 


Willard discussed legal phen =| 
the fight over the Mayflower opinion 


at a luncheon meeting with the 
Small Market men last Pere 
(30). 

The small-town broadcasters | 


steered clear of espousing edi- | 
torializing on political themes, 4 
confined their support to backing | 
of projects of the sweetness and light 
variety—better drinking water, hot 
lunches for the kiddies, etc.—hardly 
topics which would be openly chal- 


lenged 





Twice in 3-Weeks 


The committee is second NAB} 
group in three weeks to take up 
the cudgels against the Mayflower 
opinion. The 14th District meeting 
of NAB in Salt Lake City in mid- 
January backed Miller unanimously | 
in his fight to abolish the editorial | 
ruling. 

Importance of the* Small Market 
men’s attitude toward the Mayflower 
decision is highlighted by -fact that | 


mentary 


| production, 


they form almost half of all existing | 


licensees, and will account for two- 


thirds of all stations when the new | 


small-town operators authorized in 
the past 18 months actually get on 
the air. J. Allen Brown, NAB Di- 
rector of Small Market Operations, 
estimates over 900 small market 
Stations have been authorized to 


(Continued on page 44) 


CBS Psycho-Bearish, 
Net Won't Risk Limb 
Airing Its Neuroses 


CBS wants no part of shows that 





delve into the subject of psychiatry. | 


As a result, the web’s continuity 


acceptance dept. has nixed an orig- | 


inal script scheduled by producer 
Martin Horrell for presentation Feb. | 
8 on the Saturday morning “Grand 
Central Station” show. 

According to Horrell, 
ot the 
some of the recent advances made 
in psychiatric treatment. 


In turning thumbs down on the | 


script, however; CBS has taken the 
position that there’s too great an 
element of danger in trespassing on 
such ground; that it bases its deci- 
sion on guidance from experts in the 
field of psychiatry and that, being a 
fa: less exacting science than medi- 


cine, and a highly individualized 
affair, any generalizations on an- 
alyzing symptoms, motives, etc., are | 


fraught with danger. 


Hub’s Hubby and Wife Show. 


Boston, Feb. 4. 
Muriel Williams, formerly B'way | 
star (“Three Men on a Horse”). and 


husband Francis Hart, former legit | 
producer, now operating a mode! | 


agency here, started a husband and 
wife show as of Monday (3). 


Sponsored by First Nationa!) 
Stores. airer is called “Women’s | 
Radio Journal,” and is on | 


daily | 
from 9:30 to 10 2.m. over a Regional 
Network for WBZ and WBZA. For- 
mat calls for guest appearances 
three times weekly. main’y by vis- 
iting stage and screen personalities. 
Agency is John C. Dowd. : 


the purpose | 
program was to dramatize | 





Wobbly Ukase 
Washington, Feb. 4. 
FCC may be forced to come 
out with a new interpretation of 
its Mayflower opinion in view of 
mounting industry confusion 


and opposition to the editorial 
ban, observers here believe. 
Only reason commission hasn't 
done so already, they say, 1s 
ded opinion on the FCC 
itself about the May- 
flower ukase. Majority of the 
FCC members pooh-pooh idea 
that the Mayflower was ever 


licenses from go- 
air in their own right, 
broadcasters appear to 
believe. But generally, commis- 
sion. from Chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr., down, is reported 
confused and undecided as to 
future of the decision. 

It was speculated that any 
FCC clarification would stress 
fact that broadcasters may take 
up the cudgels for causes pro- 
time available 


meant to Dal 
on tne 


as some 





viding they make | 
for opposing points of view un- | 
der “public interest” clause of 


me radio statute. 











| and 





MacLeish's 60-Min. 
CBS Passion Play 


CBS has commissioned Archibald 

MacLeish to write a one-hour Pas- 
sion: Play based on the Four Gos- 
pels. It will be presented during 
the Easter holidays. It will be a literal 
adaptation from the New Testament 
in which the Biblical characters will 
be integrated into the script. 


The network is planning the 60- 
minute program as part of its special 


|series of super-productions, such as 


Corwin “One World 
series, the hour-long docu- 
shows on the upcoming 
agenda, etc. 
The Passion Play will be a costly 


the Norman 
| Flight” 





Mauldin D-Day Odyssey 
Mulled as CBS Special; 
Juve Comeuppance Soon 


Robert Heller, CBS producer-exec 
who heads up the web’s new docu- 
mentary unit, is mulling a special 
D-Day anniversary show, ambitious 
in scope, which would send Bill 
Mauldin over to Europe: fo retrace 
the steps of the invasion forces. 


Plan is to have Mauldin cross the 
Channel, land at the same spot of 
the invasion troops, and follow: the 
| same route over France, talking ‘to 
the people and find out what they 
| think two years later, ete. 


{ 





60-minute documentary shows, based 
on the nation’s juvenile delinquency | 
problem, is scheduled for airing | 
within the next few weeks, with_| 
possibility that the web may yank a 
|; couple of back-to-back commercial 
_shows, as it did with “The Empty 
Noose,” to thus expose a multi-mil- 
lion audience to the show. 





involving a full orches- | 
| tral background for the Bach Mass. 


Meanwhile the first of the season's | 





KLZ PRODUCTION HAND 


CLAYTON BRACE 


A radio producer with Army} 
Special Services for three years, 
Clayton Brace now produces KLZ’s 
Barn Dance and “Colorado Speaks” 
writes the Sunday morning 
Funny Paper Hour. 


KLZ, DENVER. 











‘If Crosby Is Licked, 


? 

P&G Hasn’t Heard It; 

> | . b J . 
CBS’ Time A’Begging 
CBS is again experiencing a dose 
of the “Wednesday At Ten” blues. 
That's the opposite-Bing Crosby 
time, segment, and Procter and Gam- 

ble, for one, wants no part of it. 
When, a couple of months back, 
the CBS segment became vacant, 
the web offered it to P & G, which 
had been shopping around for better 
time for its Saturday night Hedda 
Hopper “This Is Hollywood” show. 
But P“& G nixed it, preferring to 
stay put. Instead. Cresta Blanca 
grabbed it, moving over from the 
Tuesday night 9:30 (opposite Fib- 
ber & Molly) slot and deciding it 
would be better to buck Crosby. 
Now Cresta Blanca is giving 
the time and its 
ers” show. And once more CBS has 
proffered the slot to P & G, but 

|P& G says “we'll stand pat.” 


up 











“Hollywood Play- | 


| a 


NBC FINALLY FOLDS 


NBC has finally folded its Sunday 
night “Pacific Story” series of 
dramatizations. Plans to yank the 
show had been on the NBC agenda 
for some time, feeling being that the 
spotlight is no longer on the Pacific, 
but fear of repercussions from pub- 
lie service-minded listeners caused 
the delayed action. 

Originally it was planned to re- 
place “Pacific Story” with a new 
series of dramatizations or a revival 
of an old series of scientific shows. 
But a house orchestra has been sub- 
stituted, latter move reportedly be- 
ing cued to a general budgetary 
| trimming of sails. 


: Bellamy ‘Our Town’ Series 


New half-hour series based on 
| Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town” has 
| just been packaged by Ralph 
Bellamy, the legit star, and Bill 
| McCaffrey, and is currently under 
consideration for potential sponsor- 
ship by a few of the agencies in New 
York. Show has a $8,500 price tag. 
Record was cut last -week, with 
| Bellamy in the narrator role which 
, the late Frank Craven did in legit. 
| Dramatic series is backed by an 
orchestra. 


























Eight shows cracked the “10 or 
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sition slots in the new (Jan. 30) Hooper report. 
the sacred sanctum of the Top 15 (night he was rated was the Al Jolson 


and Fibber. are in the 1 and 2 leadoff posts. 


Top 15 and Opposition 


better” portals in the Top 15 oppo- 


Bing Crosby re-entered 
r the second consecutive tally, Hope 


Total 
Network 
Competition 

6.1 

11.8 

soooe 27.1 
16.9 
14.7 


OPPOSITION 


11.3 Crime Doctor .. 


| cial shows would have to join the| 


|}mum scales, 


Directors Ask 207% H.CL. Hike, 
Reopening .Pact 11 Months Early 


+ 





AFM-Webs Stalemate 


Negotiations between the net- 
works and American Federation 
of Musicians both in New York 
and on the Coast were at a stale- 
mate yesterday (Tues.). Mon- 
day’s meeting in N. Y. drew a 


blank, local 802 reps announcing 
they'd have to go back to the 
union for further instructions 


after network reps rejected wage 


hike figures of union. On the 
Coast, similar situation exists. 
There the union asks 374% in- 


crease for staff musicians and 
50% for casual commercial pro- 
gram windjammers. Webs, how- 
ever, have flatly rejected and 
countered with offer of 124% 
tilt for all musikers. 

The webs on the whole feel 
that the 18'%%% boost granted 
in Chi should set the pattern 
coast-to-coast. In N. Y. web ex- 
ecs feel it shouldn't be higher 
in Manhattan than in the mid- 
west. 


Writers: Guild 
In 2-Way Stab 


Pursuing its newly-adopted line of | 
“straight trade unionism,” 
Writers Guild this week took two 
steps toward having the networks 
recognize it as appropriate bargain- 
ing unit for freelance radio script- 
ers. 











On behalf of sustainer freelancers, | 
the Guild filed a petition with the 
National Labor Relations Board. At 
the same time, on behalf of free- 
|lancers on commercial shows, 


the Radio | 


the | Artists. 


+ The Radio Directors Guild has res 


opened its network contract, which 
still has almost 11 months to run 
(until next November), insisting on 
a 20% cost of living wage increase. 
Under the terms of the pact, RDG 
has the right to reopen the agree. 
ment whenever Government figures 





show that cost of living has gone 
| up. Guild bases its 20% hike request 
|upon figures from the U. S Bureau 
of Labor Statistics which shoy that 
| living costs rose, in the vea, ending 
| last September, by 13.2%. The ne 
| wage negotiations were begun at a 
| network-RDG conference sun moned 
| at CBS, N. Y., yesterday (T lesday) 
| afternoon. 

| Meanwhile, plans are unde) way 
| for the Guild’s first national conven. 
tion, which is expected to be held in 


| Chicago late this month or early in 
| March. 

| Confab plans and agenda are be- 
|} ing discussed with RDG 


$ members 
| by their prexy, George J 


Zachary, 


who is currently on the road with 
the Vaughn Monroe show, and defi- 
nite decision as to date and other 
| details will be worked out in the 
next couple of weeks 
Progress on Coast 

Hollywood, Feb. 4 

| The Radio Directors Guild has 
|reached its first Coast agreement 


| with CBS, continued contract nego. 
| tiations today 


(Tuesday) with NBC, 
and has a won a majority at Mutual, 
| with preparations already under 


| way for pact talks with this net. 

| CBS contract is now being worked 
out by lawyers for both sides who 
{are framing terminology, but has 
|already been accepted in principle 
by both sides. Pact sets $90 weekly 
minimum for directors for first year, 
with $100 after that. So-called “con- 


tact producers,” who are assistant 
directors, have ben taken into the 
Guild, having been turned over 


by American Federation of Radio 


The assistants will get $70- 


| Guild made another stab directly to! $75 per week. 


the webs, asking for recognition. 
Significant of the Guild's approach 


| to the nets on behalf of the commer- 
| Clal 


‘PACIFIC STORY’ SERIES 


freelancers was the fact that 
copies of the network letter went to 
44 advertising agencies and 35 pack- 


age producers. In each case the 
agencies and packagers were in- 


formed in the letter that it was being 
sent to them “for your information 
only.” 

This “FYI” 
contained 


approach, 
a threat in it, 


however, 
since the 


| Guild outlined its principal demands 


as including the Guild shop. That 
would mean that writers on commer- 


Guild whether they were assigned or 
hired by a net, packager or ad agen- 
cy. And the rest of the Guild terms 
would obtain, including licensing— 
rather than sale—of scripts, mini- 
and revision of what 


| the Guild calls “the present notor- 


} 








11.0 Telephone Hour ....... 17.1 

17.8 

es 11.8 

13.9 Man. Merry-Go-Round.. 24.4 

pine ve 20.0 

Sf SO eee 21.4 

beweas 18.8 

16.0 Frank Sinatra .......... 19.7 
{11.3 Johns Manville News 

{14.2 Dr. Christian .......... 186 


ious’ release form. 


Letters on behalf of the commer- | 


cial negotiations sought from the 
nets were signed oy the Guild’s new 
national executive secretary, Roy 
Langham. 


Monday (3), Langham and Peter 
Lyon, eastern region veepee of the 
Guild, appeared before the NLRB in 
N. Y. to push their case for recogni- 
tion on behalf of sustainer free- 
lancers. With NBC. CBS and ABC 
denying such recognition admissible 
under the Wagner Labor 
NLRB took the case under advise- 
ment. (Mutual was not approached 
by the Guild because it has no free- 


|lance shows originating from N.Y.) 


‘Peter Potter to Push 





Around Pancakes On 
Jock’s First Hookup 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

First network show for a platter 
spinner was landed last week by 
Peter Potter, one of the most active 
disk jocks around the home turn- 
tables. He was signed by Chesterfield 
for six half hours a week on four 
stations of the Don Lee network and 
two indies starting Feb. 17. Ciggie 
outfit is calling the series “Chester- 
field's ABC Platters Party with Peter 
Potter.” Potter 
cakes with jivey interpolations and 
interview bandsmen and singers. 

Harry James, 
they meet his price. was up for the 


show, but Larry Bruff, of Newell- | 
Emmett, cast the deciding vote for 
Potter, 





Kingdon, Straus Break 
As Amalgamated Bank 
Buys Gabber Via WINS 


Frank Kingdon, whose WOR 
(N.Y.) across-the-board props were 
knocked from under’ him a month 
ago, is back on the local N. Y. night- 


time air, having started a Monday- 
Friday 10:39 p.m. 15-minute gabfest 
on WINS this week (3). 

New sponsor is Amalgamated 
Bank of New York, offshoot of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America (CIO). 

Jerry Layton placed the deal, but 
just what the length of the contract 
is seemed somewhat vague from 
conflicting accounts. Layton called 
it a 52-week contract. Station said 
it had Kingdon down on the sked 
for 13 weeks, ending May 3. And 
a third report was that the pact was 
for .26 weeks. 

One thing was certain, however, 





and that was that Kingdon’s going 


| to WINS meant a break, as far as 


radio is concerned, between him and 
prexy Nathan Straus of WMCA. 
Deal had been practically set a cou- 
ple of weeks ago for Kingdon to re- 
turn to his old 10:30 p.m. spot on 


|'WMCA, Station had insisted on & 


| 52-week contract, which at first was 
Act, the) 


going to be shared between Amal- 
gamated Bank and Ripley Clothes, 
and then was going to be bankrolled 
entirely by the Ripley people. Be- 
fore actual inking, however, deal 
fell through, vith the Kingdon man- 
agement b'aming WMCA and the 
latter’s execs claiming that nothing 
definite enough had been proposed 





will spin the pan-/| 


who'll turn jock if | 


to warrant the station changing its 
| eee. 

Politically, Kingdon and Straus 
are oh exactly the same side of the 
fence, Kingdon being co-chairman 
(with sculptor Jo Davidson) of the 
newly-formed Progressive Citizens 
of America, and Straus being one 
of two top contributors who helped 
kick off PCA’s kitty with a $5,000 
gift. But that’s as far as their old 
friendship goes now. 

Straus, reportedly, is sore becawse 
Kingdon, whom he feels he built 48 
'a commentator via WMCA, had been 
| too willing to take a powder and 8° 
| to WOR, where he finally lost out 
| Straus is said to have felt tha! 
he puts Kingdon on sponsored for 4 
| couple of cycles, he’d be stuck wil! 
him as an expe.sive sustainer, °! 
| get kicked by liberals who'd acctse 
\ WMCA of silencing a liberal. 
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NBC, CBS PULLING OUT OF N.A.B. 





Strictly Wholesale 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

The wholesale licensing of radio stations by the FCC, both in the 
AM and FM field, is causing considerable anxiety and an increasing 
viewing-with-alarm, It’s the feeling that the FCC should proceed 
with greater caution both in investigating the financial statement and 
pill of particulars as to intentions. 

If the commission’s intent is to set up competition with the motive 
of improving programming to measure up to Blue Book standards, the 
fact remains, it’s felt, that any Tom, Dick and Harry cannot fulfill these 
obligations, nor can a minimum capitalization permit for worthwhile 


GLIMAX T0 
LONG abn lah 


NBC and CBS are pulling out | 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters. By the end of the| 
week the parting will be official. 

NBC, to all intents and purposes, 








competition. At the best, after a try, the end of a year of operation 
will leave many of the new entrants high and dry, with a resultant | 
mad scramble to unload the “lemons.” Or, come renewal time, and 
the FCC will be dropping those economically irresponsible. 

From a standpoint of carrying out the principles of the Blue Book, 
there’s much to be said, it’s conceded, in the FCC’s “come-on-in”’ in- 
vitation, with follow up check of one against the other to provide the 
necessary stimulus. But to insure the plan’s fruition, new applicants, 
it’s argued, should be carefully culled as to their capabilities in sup- 
porting the Blue Book formula. 











it’s reported, has already done so 


|via mail, but whether or not NAB | 
|hdqs. in Washington had received 


Frank “Scoop” Russell’s letter of 
notification of NBC’s pull-out wasn’t 
determined yesterday. Russel] sits | 
on the NAB board as NBC's repre- | 
sentative, with Frank Stanton, CBS | 
prexy, as the latter web's rep on the | 
directorate. And CBS, it’s known, | 


=m; jis all set to bow out of the NAB 


picture within the next few days. | 
(Mutual network joined up oat 





Philly Bulletin’s WCAU Buy Part Of 


$12,000,000 Package; WPEN Poser| 





Philadelphia, Feb. 4. + 

WCAU, Philly’s giant CBS outlet | 
and-one of the key stations of the 
Columbia network, was sold Friday 

night (31) to the Evening Bulletin | One of the 

by J. David Stern. 

The 50,000 watter was part of the | 

package deal in which Stern ae 

| 

} 

| 


‘Once Upon A’ Coin * 
Detroit, Feb. 4. 

“heavy goods” 
outfits in Detroit that prefers 
anonymity for the time being is 
casting sponsorship eyes at CBS’ 
“Once Upon A Tune,” the music- 
with-lyric series that has come 
out of Canada and is now being 
slotted in the Saturday Colum- 
bia Workshop time. 

The CBS sales boys in New 
York have also been following 
up several feelers from ad agen- 
cies, indicating that “Tune” may 
wind up in the commercial col- 
umns shortly. 


loaded his vast newspaper and radio 
holdings. Stern blamed the three- 
month-old strike by the Newspaper 
Guild for his act. 

Although no official announce- | 
ment was made of the price involved 
in the transaction, insiders esti- 
mated the deal at about $12,000,000 
for the properties, which in addition | 
to WCAU, included the Philly Rec- 
ord, the Camden Courier and the 
Camden Post. Stern purchased 


NAB for the first time last year, but | 
prexy Ed Kobak is not on the board, | 
preferring to “sit it out’ from the | 
sidelines. ABC never came into the 
association). The two major net- 
|works threw in their lot with the 
NAB about seven years ago. 

The NBC-CBS exit marks the cul- 


relationship work. Invariably there 


thinking vs. 

thinking and too often they never 
saw eye to eye on major issues. This | 
feeling crystallized itself, for ex- 
ample, at the recent San Francisco 
board meeting, when the network | 
reps burned plenty over the board's | 
repudiation of the webs on he | 
AFRA fact-finding committee pred 
pointment. The long-time schism | 
went even beyond labor problems, | 
the networks also feeling that the | 
NAB was remiss in setting up a/'} 








If show is sold, it would be 
moved out of the Workship 
PP anil iin and given new time. 


WCAU only about six months ago 
for $6,000,000 from the Levy Broth- 
ers. i 

The transaction—insofar as WCAU | 


is concerned—is subject to the okay | 

of the FCC. And inasmuch as the} CF Broc B din A 

FCC has dual holdings, the Bulletin roo 9 \ 

will have to unload its indie sta- | 

tion WPEN before the Government | K. S ith S 
Of Mutual Rich 


agency okays the deal. 
In the official announcement by | 
the Record and by Robert McLean, 
Bulletin prexy, it was said that the | 
station would remain under the di- 
rection of its “present management” | 
The switchover of Kate Smith and 

Ted Collins from CBS to Mutual, 
effective in June, when Miss Smith 
goes co-op, has reportedly generated 
a lot of ill feeling. The fact that Miss 
mith is moving into the noontime 


~which means the management of 
MBS strip for her 15-minute cross- 


(Continued on page 42) 
ithe- board commentary, for one thing, 
ayti OSY le , isn’t resting any too well with Gen- 


CBS bets Color— 
| eral Foods. GF has been sponsoring 

















Things appear to be looking up | 
at CBS, with’ high prospects that | 
the web will close some of the gaps | 
of those wide-open spaces on the 
daytime schedule, The Armour meat | 
people, for one, are buying ‘Hint 


Hunt,’ cross-the-board daytime show. | 


It marks the re-entry of Armour 


into the radio picture after a CBS | 


lapse of several years. 
Similarly General Mills is also 
YTeported dickering for a CBS day- 


time show, and a general overall | 


optimism prevails around the CBS 
Sales division for the first time in 
months, 

The network took an approximate | 


Sales Smith in the noontime CBS 
‘slot since 1938, and although it is 
' relinquishing bankrolling of the 
‘stanza in June, it is retaining the 
| CBS time for a new program. 
| Feeling of GF execs, it’s reported, 
lis that the Collings deal for Miss 
| Smith to move into the noon slot on 
| MBS adds up to something approxi- 
|mating ingratitude. For it means that 
jthe singer-commentator will be in 
|direct competition to an ex-client 
ithat has been footing the bill in a 
| decade’s association. 

As a co-op talent package, the 
Kate Smith-Collins duo is stepping | 
|into top coin sponsorship figures. As 


proper public relations operation. | 


And CBS and NBC have been asking | di 


recently: How come nothing’s been 
| done yet about a program depart- 
ment within the NAB? In the past, | 
too, the networks have been accused 


to kick their weight around. 
Teo, the network representation 
on the NAB board had never quite 


with only one top network exec 
(Stanton) sitting on the 
“Scoop” Russell actually represented 


gen. mgr. Frank Mullen 
participating. 

Thus to many who have followed 
closely the widening breach between 
the local broadcasters and the net- 
works, the parting of the ways comes 
as no surprise, 

Though the networks are pulling 
out, their stations will remain in. 


Major Shakeup 


actively | 





Simultaneous with the moveover 
from its Brooklyn h.q. to new studios 
in Manhattan, occupying a remod- 
eled church building at 207 W. 30th 
street, WLIB underwent another! 
major shakeup last week, with more | 
direct responsibility being taken 
over personally by owner Dorothy | 
S. Thackrey. 

Three execs .e1 the organization, 





6° nosedive on billinge*in 1946, with | an illustration, WOR, the MBS key | and two of the jobs were assumed | 


the exit of daytime clients one of 
the chief factors in the tobogggan- | 
ing of gross time sales during the 
year, 


Armour Buys CBS Show 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Armour & ° Co. goes network for 
the first time in several years with 
CBS “Hint Hunt,” 
dience participation show which | 
will promote Chiffon Soap Flakes 
Shot was one of two that was tested | 





by Foot Chica- | 
~ fo ee Se we? 'mugg and last with WHN, New 


£0, Milwaukee and South Bend, 
Ind., for several weeks before final 
approval. __ 


Five a week 15-minute show (2:45 


Pp. m. CST) will be traveled out of 
Chi after a few months. Unable to 
FC&B 


buy full CBS net presently, 


able, 


Chuck Acree au- | 


>gay in New York, has peddled 
the quarter-hour  cross-the-board 


| Segment for $1,100 to Sweetheart | thur Engel as commercial and sales atre,” 


Soap. In terms of talent for a single | 
| mache, that’s figured to be a lot of | 
| coin, exceeding even the time cost. 


Deal with Mutual calls for a re- 
| ported guarantee of $5,000 a week | 
i for Miss Smith. 


-_--—--—- --—- -—— —_-—— 


} 


} 
| 





| Gilbert on Arizona Net 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Dick Gilbert, erstwhile VARIETY 


York, where he originated the disk 
jockey twist of singing with records, 


has joined the Sun Country Broad- 


casting Co., 
program manager 
Gilbert will 


supervise all pro- 
execs said plans call for coast to| gramming and program personnel 
coast airing a: soon as time is avail- 


by Mrs. T. She succeeded Lou Jac- 
}obson as station manager and Ar- 


| manager. The third departee, pro- 
| gram director Lee Randon, was suc- 
| ceeded by Clifford J. Evans. Only 
| other “old” hand left in a respon- 


| . . 
sible post at the station is chief en- |‘ 


| gineer Lou Thompson, who's been 
ly with the organization five months. 
Evans is also head of station’s pub- 
| lic service, news and special events. 
| He’s been with the station four years, 
| and before that was a newspaperman 
|16 years. 

Evans is expected to hypo the sta- 


tion’s coverage, especially in the field | 


of local news and United Nations 
originations. He's familiar 


of Phoenix, Ariz., a5|UN picture, having covered it since 


{the charter meeting at San Francis- 
co. And on city affairs, he is known 


|to be very close personally to Mayor 
of the four AM and four FM sta- | William O'Dwyer, who had planned | It 
jtions comprising the statewide net. 


to make Evans head of WNYC, 
i 


. 


was a conflict as to local broadcaster | 
network (big city) 


|on the invitation withdrawal, 


by the local broadcasters of trying | 


been clarified in the minds of many, | 
board. | 


the Washington end of NBC, with} 
neither prexy Niles Trammell nor | 


Again Hits WLIB 


with the | 





NBC Plunks $150,000 Schwerin’s 


Way for Com’i Reactocaster Use 


+ Horace Schwerin’'s 


| while-you-waic 





pretesting- 
Reactocaster has 
been pacted by NBC for a six- 
month period, with the retention of 


Star Bait 
Hollywood, Feb. 4 
Flock of new Fords and Mer- 


curys cropping up along Sunset the Schwerin Research Corp. on a 
boulevard, is causing some sur- commercial basis representing an 
prise here, but not among the in- NBC outlay of approximately $150,- 
side-gadio bunch that knows 000 
where they're all coming from. | i , 

Succession of guest stars on For the past eight months or so, 


the Dinah Shore Wednesday NBC has been using the Reacto- 
night CBS show for Ford have 
been getting paid off with the 
new cars, in lieu of cash. That’s 
the deal the guesters have been 
asking—with the Ford people 
chiming in with an okay. 

_ poms seen tenner mcmenntinremncnet at 


caster on an experimental basis for 
| its network programming, package 
| show s, and its recording division 
Deal with NBC also _ permits 
Schwerin to make presentation to 
ad agencies and to solicit their 
business. Meanwhile, the web is 
planning on expansion of the use of 
Schwerin research facilities 


Minn. Slams Door |.cee sees ess 
| a S$ | particularly in the testing of com- 


|}mercial plugs on network program- 
| ming. 
th ose S Face | NBC has been keeping under 
wraps the results of the experi- 


| mental research work, over which 








mination of a long-time feeling on | : 

. i th we "ass 1s “e “te ‘oOnsider- 
the part of the network brass that ably pe R sed agp ere 
they were never able to make the | er ell ] — atm, SRG peas .ere Row 

-% | /under way for a formal presenta- 


tion to the trade press within the 

Minneapolis, Feb. 4. | next week or two. 
Minnesota state legislature’s low- | 
er House withdrew an invitation to | 





Upton Close, radio commentator, to | 
'address it. Withdrawal aa | Nn IS rner: 
protests by labor, the American 


| Veterans Committee, liberal mem- 
bers of the body, and an almost un- 
precedented objection by Gov. Allen Vs Mor an 
Luther W. Youngdahl, Republican. « g 
It’s the first time “any governor: has 
{tried to tell the House who may ad Henry Morgan and Fred Allen ap- 
dress it and who may not,” one | pear to be a ‘feudin’. It started a 
member told the press. , couple of weeks back when Morgan 
The governor’s objections are cre- |contended that Allen was cribbing 
ted with having put the clincher |his ideas. Specifically, Morgan was 
al-'of the opinion that the H.. Allen 
though it was announced that “ul--|}Smith guest shot contrib on the 
timate decision against the speaking | Allen show was strictly a hangover 
date was based on fear that the in- |from the idea Morgan had cooked 
cident might interfere with smooth | up a couple of weeks previously for 
functioning of the House at the cur- |Dana Andrews. In both instances, 
|rent crucial session.” the guesters, after a terrific buildup, 
Speaker Hall of the lower House, merely chimed in with a couple of 
Republican majority leader, took it | words. 
| upon himself to extend the invita- As. far es Allen’s- concerned. tha 
tion to Close, who had come to Min- |... oy. ioe the ¢ dans ante 
|neapolis primarily to speak before ws eetean or ae aves or il = 
back long before Morgan dreamed 


of a network show. In answer to 
|Morgan’s squawk, Allen mailed him 
one of his lower-case rebuttals point- 
ing out that it was back in 1938 that 
jhe, Allen, introed the idea when 
Frank Sullivan was doing as guest 


Complaints against Close were shot on his show. 
mainly that he is reportedly anti- Thus far Morgan hasn't answered. 
labor, anti-Semitic, pro-fascist and —" 
| “generally provocative in his re- 

marks.” Labor members of oe GRACE MATTHEWS GETS 
house took the lead in protesting 

against Close’s appearance. taee ‘BIG SISTER’ LEAD ROLE 
George Murk of Minneapolis, pres- 

(Continued on page 42) | Coveted “Big Sister” lead role re- 

a aes linquished by Mercedes McCam- 

bridge, who has given up her lucra- 

tive radio career to travel with her 


| SAMISH SETS UP FIVE husband and child, goes to Grace 
Matthews. Latter has been acting i 
| COAST SHOWS FOR ABC itt hew utter has been acting In 


radio and legit in New York and 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. | Canada since 1940. 

Five shows were dropped intO| Choice of Miss Matthews followed 
ABC’s hopper by Adrian Samish, | copies of Compton agency auditions 
program chief, before he took his/jn which more than 20 gals com- 
leave for New Yo k afte r three peted. “Sister” is sponsored by 
weeks of auditioning, scanning and | procter and Gamble and is heard in 
jeeomting the taient marts. Of the jpe 1 p.m. CBS cross-the-board slot. 
four programs earmarked for sus- Miss Matthews checks in next 
| taining duty, only two or three will | Monday (10). Miss MaCambridge 
/actually be put on the web. Prize of | ;. already off the show, with the role 


j} the Northwest Lumbermen’s Assn. 
convention. Close accepted the ifvi- 
| tation to address the solons prior to 
his main talk. The governor's inter- | 
vention was called “most unortho- 
dox” by both Senate and House 
members. 














| the lot, Joel McCrea’s “Frontier The- written out for a week. 
goes out for direct sale with- ay 
/out any sampling. 
| In the sustaining group are Ken ° ° 
Dolan’s new “Beulah”; MCA’s Phil Flight Into Legit 
Silvers comedy show: ABC's own . 
‘Meet My Uncle Charles,” with On Corwin Agenda 
f > nic ( Raisback’s 
‘Info Please,” with the guest panel | CBS which, for six aga ar Shap - 
of picture reviewers answering. the | Ye, permits him to fre lance - 
questions sent in by film fans. . Ali Other fields, Norman Corwin is plan- 
shows will be recorded within the ing a fling into legit, either as 
next month. producer or as writer-drector, upon 
ics tpantcimmmmgamidnllaite Pigs “7p of his current “One 
World Flight” series 
SCHOFIELD TO KYW Corwin “dei has a picture deal 
*hiladelphia, Feb. 4. pending for an adaptation of his 
| Arthur C. Schofield has been “Mary and the Fairy” radio pro- 


named advertising and sales pro- gram, which» may take him to the 
motion manager of KYW, succeecd- | Coast later in the year. 
ing William Y. E. Rambo, resigned, His book of wartime radio shows, 
it was announced Friday (31) bya«titled “Untitled,” is due off the Henry 
. Holt presses in a few weeks, 

Yi Fa pure 4 


j Robert E. White, general manage! 
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KFWB 


Pulls Out Stops and Goes 


To Town on March of Dimes Show 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


The honors for one of the top 
show biz benefits of all time go to 
Warner Bros.” indie station here, 
KFWB. Outdoing its previous an- 
nual celebration of the late Presi- 
dent’s birthday, it combined its 
standard 19 hours of air time de- 


voted to the March of Dimes with | 


a super live show that played to| 
50,000 people. 
Credit goes to Harry Maizlish. 


station manager. 
of disk jockeys, aided by the pro- 


duction staff of Bill Ray and Alan | 


Mann, corralled and presented a 
smooth-running event of virtually 
cosmic proportions. The cream of 
locally available talent was heard 
either early in the day or seen in 
the night show on the playground 
of an immediately adjacent junior 
high school. Air show ran from five 
a.m. to six p.m., and was followed 
by the staged event which ran to 
1 a.m., and which also was aired— 
all of it for free, for the station and 
the public. 


Traditionally, all commercials 
were cancelled for the day, in ad- 
dition to which the station ladelled | 


out some $5,000 for expenses in- 
curred .in advertising, promotional 
material, stage construction, sand- 
wiches and coffee backstage, etc. 
Double truck ads were taken in the 
Valley Times and the Citizen News, 
and the downtown Daily News and 
Herald carried smaller paid space. 
The event was of such note that the 
story of it crashed some of the 
radio-verboten dailies the following 
a.m. 

Million Dollar Publicity Payoff 

Little could follow in the way 
of ‘public service and smart public 
relations. During the performance 
volunteers collected donations, But 
more important, the Dimes campaign 
and the station collected a million 
dollars 
constantly flowing crowds from near 
and far literally packed the block- 
square grounds, watched from roof- 
tops, knocked down fences — and 
nearly froze, incidentally. Two 
eager lads parked themselves in bas- 
ketball court baskets. 


Dancing had been planned after 
the show but was not permissible 
under the crowded conditions. Be- 
sides, the 100-foot stage and fixings 
such as lighting towers, all hastily 
assembled by studio carpenters, had 
to be removed by morning for 
school to start. 


A special song was written for 
the show and played frequently dur- 
ing the week preceding it on the 
station. Harry Mears and Belmont 
Parks composed it, “Dancing on a 
Dime,” and Herb Jeffries, with 


Johnny Moore and the Three Blazes 


backgrounding, recorded it. 


Heard during the day via tran- 
scription were: Basil O’Connor and 
David Larson, of the Foundation; 
Judge Justin Miller, NAB prexy and 
many other civic and business lead- 
ers. From show biz were heard: 
Dinah Shore, Harry Von Zell, Bob 
Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall, 
Alan Hale, Constance Bennett, John 
Emery, Hope, Tex Beneke and band, 
Fred Waring and band, George Jes- 
sel, Paul Owen Choir, Michael 
North, Woody Herman, Perry Como 
and Walter Pidgeon. 


Acts and bands were deftly worked 
on the split stage, personalities com- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Oppenheim, Ambruster 





He and his stable | 


worth of publicity as the | 





Brooklyn, Sky-High 


Now it’s the sky quiz. 

As part of its “Salute to 
Brookiyn” program this Friday 
(3), WNBC, N. Y., will air a quiz 
show from a United Air Lines 
plane flying over the Borough of 
the Bums. The sky-riding con- 
testants will get awards for iden- 
tifying landmarks. 

Actual flight will be made to- 
day. (Wed.) and show done via 
wire recorder for rebroadcast 
Friday. 





} 


ABC’s Flock Of 
Chi Originations 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 








— 


Current quest in search of eco- 
| nomical network shows, which main- 
jtain high enough quality to start 
ithe lush money sponsors thinking, 


| springs up. vividly in Chicago where 
| ABC preemed five low-cost webbers 
| within the past three weeks, one of 
| which is on the verge of going com- 
mercial for a large sponsor. 

New York biggies have been shin- 


ling the green light lavishly at lo- | 


| cally packaged sustainers which have 
|been wrapped up around low cost 
|Chi talent. This is not, in the strict 
}sense, a move to provide a shot in 
| the arm to Chicago radio. Network 
|spokesmen indicate the scheme te 
|be an attempt to develop inexpen- 
| sive packages by utilizing fresh pro- 
| duction ideas and light-name, heavy- 
| talent thesps. 


Guinea pigs in ABC’s laboratory 
| between the coasts are: “Those Sen- 
|sational Years,” Quin Ryan drama; 
Studs Terkel- 
music; “Skip ‘Farrell Show,” croon 
stuff; “Alex Joseffer,” piano pops on 
classics; “Gypsy Nights,” drama- 
| music, 

Edward R. Boroff, ABC Central 
Division veepee, whose eastward 
treks with program director Harold 
Stokes preluded the Chi network 
|splurge, bases the development on 
ABC’s theory that web quality shows 
can be built here cheaper than at 
| other major talent centers. 
| Termed “ideal,” by Stokes, is the 
local music setup which he has been 
able to dig into_for combos, vocal 
groups and arrangers. Adding to 
the healthy situation is the avail- 
ability of original music for dramas. 


“Years” Best 

Of the five new shows, best bet 
with respect to value, according to 
the production topper, is “Years,” 
which he claims to have been pro- 
duced for less money than any 
scripted, original music, drama on 
the air today. 

Examples of trend are beginning 
to show up in actual commercial 
sales elsewhere, with other networks 
putting local sustainers across their 
boards for new sponsors. Armour & 
Co. went CBS last week with “Hint 
Hunt”; Rayve Shampoo bought the 
NBC net recently for “Grand Mar- 
quee”; Sheaffer Pens-CBS deal for 
“Adventurers Club” was inked a few 
| weeks ago, 


‘Most outlets have blossomed out 
with several local shots, but all of 
the sustaining shows mentioned are 
offered to the net, while the spon- 
sored programs are sold on a net- 
work basis. ABC-wise, current pro- 
gramming gives the Chi studios a 


|“Barbecued Riffs,” 





Join Revamped WINS Staff Chiseee pestinmaree Siemens 


WINS, .Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp.'s New York outlet taken over 
recently from the Hearst interests, 
has added two execs to its staff. New 
men are Charles Oppenheim, who 
becomes director of publicity, and 
Russ Ambruster, who takes over as 
night supervisor and producer. Op- 
penheim comes from WOR. Mutual 


flagship. He succeeds William Bar- | 


low, of Cincinnati, whom the Cros- 


ley management brought to N. Y. ' 


when the Jim Shouse-Bob Dunville 
team took over WINS. 


Ambruster, who has _ produced 


some top musical shows, including | 


“Hour of Charm” and “Telephone 
Hour,” takes the place of John 


Poindexter, who resigned. Plans of | business manager of WBT, to the) 
the station management, reportedly, | 
are to put Ambruster in charge of | the vacancy created by Crutchfield’s| New pact, for which 


developing live talent for nighttime | 
shows, especially in spots where the | 
local outlet is going to try to buck 
some of the other indies as well as 
some of the net-originated shows. i 


available to affiliates, which is by 
far the record since the Red-Blue 
split. Time will be boosted shortly 
with the arrival of the “Ladies Be 
| Seated” show. 











Crutchfield a Veepee 


Charlotte, Feb. 4. 
Charles H. Crutchfield, general 
manager of WBT, has been elected 
‘vice-president of the 
| Standard Broadcasting Co., operators 
| of the Charlotte 50,000-watter and 
other radio properties. 


company, announced at the same 
| time the election of E. J. DeGray, 
| post of secretary-treasurer, 


promotion to the vice-presidency. 








| Room” where Chuck -is filling a 14- 





Jefferson | 


Joseph M. Bryan, president of the | 


filling efor a period of three 
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CHUCK FOSTER 
| Successful Band Leaders are al- 
| ways on the alert for new ideas and 
| Chuck Foster has discovered a 
natural, 
| This 14-carat “gimmick” was 
christened coast to coast over Lang- 
| Worth’s 400-station platter net and 
is now pulling in capacity business 
at Hotel New Yorker's “Terrace 





week return engagement. 
LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


New Bid for WOV 
Sets 1006 Price, 


Dea Swaperoo 


Charles Narins, New York lawyer 
and business man with interests in 
manufacturing and commercial or- 
| ganization, though new to radio, is 
ithe “other interested party” men- 
' tioned in last week’s Variety seeking 
to acquire WOV in Manhattan from 
Arde Bulova. Narins officially made 
an offer in a letter to Bulova last 
Friday (31). 


It’s considered doubtful whether 
Bulova will accept the terms set 
forth in the offer. Bulova ,who‘also 
owns WNEW, must unload one of 
the stations under the FCC's 
duopoly rule, but he’d prefer to sell 
WOV to his brother-in-law, Harry 
Henschel, who is also a veepee in 
the Bulova watch setup. 


Here are the terms under which 
| Narins would take over WOV: He 
| would buy up all the outstanding 
stock except that belonging to Rich- 
ard O’Dea, who owns 50% of the 
station’s assets plus 20% of B 
stock, which represents the income. 
In return, Narins would turn over to 
Bulova the 10% of the WNEW stock 
which O’Dea owns, thus divorcing 
O’Dea entirely from the WNEW 
operation. Narins would make a 
cash payment of $50,000 to Bulova, 
plus an additional $50,000 over the 
next couple of years, the latter 50G 
to come out of the new corporation 
in which O’Dea would have a finan- 
cial interest. 


Under the new setup, Ralph Weil 


would continue as gnl. mgr. of the 
Station and would also be a stock- 

















| holder. Reported, too, that Arnold 
Hartley, program manager, would | 
continue under a similar arrange- | 
ment. 


| It’s contended in the Narins-O’Dea | 
bid that the station’s net earnings | 
jlast year, after all deductions. was 
| $4,000; that in two of the previous 
|four years, the station lost $60,000 
| annually; hence any attempt by 
| Bulova to sell the station for the 
| approximate $500,000 he purportedly 
claims can be gotten from Henschel 














would be inflationary. 


WMCA Buys ‘New World’ 
Title Rights from Ottley 


WMCA (N. Y.) has bought the | 
| radio rights to the title, “New World 

A’Coming” on a permanent basis | 
from author Roi Ottley, and has | 
“frozen” the show by that name into | 
the station’s permanent program | 
structure, 

On the air for three years, “New | 
World” has been, until now. subject | 
to year-to-year cancellation. The} 
original contract with Ottley, for | 
which station paid $500, called for | 
use of the title for radio oe 





| 
| 
| 
} 





| 
| 


years only. 
Station paid | 


| Ottley $1,250, gives WMCA the radio | 


| NBC Central Division fiddler, 


— 


From the Production Centres 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bob Buckley, who’ handles the American Home Products account for 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample, on the mend after a month’s illness... 
was KFAB, Omaha, that switched from Petry to Free & Peters, not KOIL 
as erratumed last week....Ray Boyle has been elected vice-president of 
Griffin, Boyle & King, new production and packaging agency... -Ferrucio 
Tagliavini, new Metopera tenor sensation, to make U. S. radio debut on 
the Telephone Hour Feb. 24....Margot Gayle, ex-CBS staff writer, who 
wrote the Margaret Arlen show among others, has opened own publicity 
office. ...Following an illness of six months, Henry Sylvern, musical di- 
rector of WJZ’s “Boston Blackie” series, has returned to the show... 
Arline Blackburn added to “Lora Lawton” players....lrene Hubbard and 
Robert Haag new to “Our Gal Sunday”....Curtis Arnall joins cast of 
“David Harum”....Rosalie Allen’s (WOV) new tune, “I Think I'll Go 
Home and Cry,” has been recorded by Gene Autry for Columbia Records, 


Bill Meeder now handling the music on “Hollywood Story”. Hal Davig 
of Kenyon & Eckhardt commuting between N. Y. and Detroit, in connec. 
tion with Detroit Symphony airing, and also handling new promotion for 
“Superman”....Rod Thompson and Steve Jackson -have resigned WMCA 
sales staff, with Aaron Hanger taking Jackson's place....Moran & Mack 
team coming back to radio, with new Mack inheriting role of one who 
died a few years back. Mason Candy Co., which sponsored old team on 
air, will probably bankroll new combo....WOR disk jock George Monag- 
han celebrated his first anni at the station this week (3)....Leonard Holten 
new scripter on “County Fair”.:@-Henry R. Reichhold, Detroit symph 
maecenas, cocktailed newly-arrived Czech songbird, Eva Likova, at Savoy. 
Plaza, N. Y., Monday (3)....Mutual’s “Exploring the Unknown” drama.- 
tized scientific aud research for Hollywood films on last Sunday’s (2) 
stanza. Script was by Paul Milton....Arthur Hull Hayes hospitalized 
with sinus condition....Mark Woods elected to Metopera board of di- 
rectors....At home: Christopher Hobe Morrison, 


Hilly Sanders, former radio veepee for Mitchell-Faust, has joined 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample as copywriter in Chicago offic... .Feb. 2 “Here’s 
To Ya” dedicated to George Gershwin by emcee Phil Davis, who was re- 
cently signed to cut for Associated Programs..,.Johnny Grant, former 
WINS wire recorder interviewer, heading for the Coast to try syndication 
of thé 108 gabbers already cut and to look for local Hollywood spot 
WEVD preeming new series devoted to music of young American com- 
posers next Sunday (9), with an established noter introing each young- 
ster....Larry Finley outfit cutting 26 more “Flight With Music” shows 
and 52 more stanzas of “Myrt and Marge’’....Martha Alexander, scripter 
of “Romance of Helen Trent” and “Hollywood Story,’ married-ex Coast 
Guard Lieut. John Hayes in Danbury, Conn., last Wednesday, (29). 


That's a trophy Kenny Delmar’s going to get Feb. 15 in Baltimore. He’s 
being kudosed by the local Advertising club as “radio discovery of the 
year”....Alton Alexander now continuity scripter on CBS’ “Here’s To Ya” 
Hires show....Screen cowboy Col. Tim McCoy set by Lester Lewis last 
week (30) for WNBT’s “Hour Glass” tele show. 

Mutual's veepee Robert D. Swezey father of a new daughter, his fourth 
child,...Two CBS spot salesmen, W. Eldon Hazard and David V. Sutton, 
shifted to net sales as account reps....WNYC’s Seymour N. Siegel, off on 
Florida vacation, to visit Daytona Beach and help install new station 
manager there....Through J. Walter Thompson agency, Dick Dudley 
signed far WNBT’s “Dancing on Air” show for Standard Brands. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ed Helwick left the Thompson writing staff and moved his typewriter 
over to the Kay Kyser campus....Tom McKnight couldn't find the actor 
he wanted to fill for an ailing thesp on “Sherlock Holmes” so he tossed 
the script to Dennis Green for a reading. P.S. He got the part. P.SS. 
He wrote the script....The Walter Craigs due out next week for a few 
days’ visit before taking off for a Cuban vacation....T. Wells, formerly 
with Foote, Cone & Belding, has set up an ad and publicity agency with 
Car! Rhodes... , Bernie Schubert auditioning talent for “The Falcon,” which 
takes up origination here....Campbell Soup has first refusal on “Book of 
the Week,” dramatic series from the fertile minds of Bobby Lee and Jerry 
Lawrence....Jim McFadden around and denying rumors that he’s shop- 
ping around for Sealtest. He dismissed the loose talk with, “we're happy 
with Haley”....Ted Sisson headed back to N. Y. satisfied that “This Is 
Hollywood” is moving along in even stride. ...Option on the Frank Morgan 
show for Pall Mall comes up next month and everybody's guessing which 
way the ink will flow....Jane Powell and guests will fill out the three 
weeks on Old Gold, while Frank Sinatra is siestaing in Florida. ~ 


Frank Stanton, Davidson Taylor and Howard Meighan, of the CBS up- 
per echelon, are coming out next we@®k to case the KNX operation...» 
Eddie Cantor had a birthday last week and still looks the juvenile at 55.... 
Park Johnson and Warren Hull lolling on the desert and helping KCMJ 
celebrate a year on the air with a broadcast of “Vox Pop.” It also gave 
many CBS “acts” the chance to hie away for a Palm Springs holiday.... 
It was kiddies’ day at the “Blondie” broadcast last Sunday, CBS letting 
the bars down on its 12-year-old minimum....Irving Brecher pulled out 
of his Metro writing job after nine years to devote full time to his pack- 
aged “Life of Riley”.... Freeman Gosden on the mend from his kidney 
cutting....Mel Blane got a renewal from Colgate for the final quarter.... 
Bernie Milligan, radio p.a., fathered a son for a change. He has three girls 
....Harry Ommerle back to his old N. Y. base for the Lyons agency and 
Joe Donahue holding down the Hollywood office....A certain top comic 
is thinking about cutting his agent to 2%—if he can get away with it. And 
still another, whose budget is high in the bucks, will ask for his release 
if the ante isn’t upped. Says he just can’t make out with what he’s getting 
....Lewis Allen Weiss and Willet Brown, Don Lee execs, east for the 
Mutual board meeting. ...Texaco and Borden are both said to be interesied 
in Edgar Bergen when his contract with Standard Brands expires at year's 
end....“Corny” Jackson, headman of the Thompson agency here, now 
rates the call of president. He prexies L. A. Tennis club. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Fred Waring set for return concerts at Opera House here March 13-14, 








/on heels of sellout last October....Frank Schrieber, WGN manager, t0 


Washington on biz... .Bill Ray, NBC Central Division special events head, 
to address radio news students at U. of Minnesota on Feb. 14... .“Aldrich 
Family gang and NBC played host to Chi press at party prior to last 
week's show....Sy Twery, former Oriental theatre flack, now readying 
Script for freelance sale....Hugh Downs takes over platter chatter duties 
at WMAQ as Dave Garroway heads for two weeks of Florida. ...Al Morey, 
WBBM production chief, hasn’t as yet decided on any mystery yarns he’s 
been pleading for. Notable twist is that none he has received so far came 
from gal scripters....Howard W , WIND salesman, chosen for Golden 
Gloves referee chore. This marks first time newcomer has been added to 
staff in 17 years....Dave Bacall turns up with unusual combo by using 


| organ and tympani on “Adventurers Club”,...Fred and Elaine Barry 


added 12 guest air shots to their Palmer House terping....David Moll, 


Foster set for Kimball Hall concert... .Cedri¢ 
oster, Mutual commentator, due on Feb. 10... .Norman Boggs, gen. MS!» 


WLOL, Minneapolis, appointed prez of Independent Merchants Broad- 
casting Co., parent of WLOL....Dottie Dotson, former Del Courtney and 
Breakfast Club” chirper, headed for racio and stage chores in New 
Orleans. ...Three new local shots bow on WENR this week. one live. fea- 


rights to the name in perpetuity turing Jack Lester's 

’ ei . Jv: S songs, other tw . ne leaves 

Worcester — Charles Stevens has | _ Station has spent a total of $58.-| Schwimmer & Scott to become ce ica IB aap amici er ee Sem nll yr & 

been added to the announcing staff | 500 in production costs alone since | Olzak... -“Terry & Pirates” will probably gm once lial twisters 
of WTAG. | show has been on the air. | . eae a ae oo 


with new offer of five-room house as prize in Quaker Oats contest. 
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Court Decision on WKBW OK With 
FCC, But Affects Other Tangles 


Washington, Feb. 4. + 


'Scripter, Lead Quit 


The FCC is satisfied with a Dis- 
irict of Columbia Court of Appeals 
decision last week on the legality of 
a contract which WKBW, Buffalo, 
holds with the Churchill Tabernacle 
of Buffalo, FCC spokesmen said to- | 
day. 

The court upheld FCC’s right to 
void contracts which provide for re- 
verters of license and automatic use 
of broadcast time hy other than sta- 
tion licensees over long periods. The 
court, however, jumped on the FCC 
for interfering with weekly pay- 
ments made by WKBW to the 
church, in accordance with the terms 
of a 1931 contract. 


FCC general counsel Benedict | 
Cottone explained that all FCC had | * 
voided was that part of the contract | 
turning control of time over to the| 
church and giving it final say on| 
disposition of the license. FCC, he| 
said, will not appeal, but will prob- 
ably rewrite its opinion in the 
WKBW-Churchill: case to fit the 
court's ruling. 

Meanwhile the church has decided 
to rebuy WKBW, and negotiations 
for the sale are now in progress. As 
a result, the court ruling may be 
academic, and FCC may be saved 
the embarrassment of spelling out 
what it considers “a reasonable 
amount of time” which a licensee | 
may contract to a second party. 








The Impact 


The court's opinion has an imme- 
diate impact on several other con- 
tracts which broadcasters now hold 
with churches or former owners of 
their properties. 

A Denver court ruling last month 
that KOB, Albuquerque, was not ob- 
ligated to live up to a contract which 
gave the Univ. of New Mexico (for- 
mer owner of the station) an hour a 
day on KOB is due for appeal to the 
Supreme Court, it was learned to- 
day. The university, like the 
Churchill Tabernacle, feels that it is 
entitled either to the time or. to 
money in lieu of time under the 
terms of its contract with the sta- 
tion. 

In Joliet, FCC had decided to re- 
fuse a license renewal to WJOL be- 
cause of a time contract with for- 
mer owner, Irvin Felman. Last 
week FCC said it would reopen hear- 
ings on WJOL’s operation to include 
testimony on horseracing programs 
which have been protested by the 
Joliet chief of police and several 
civic leaders. 

WAIT, Chicago, is also on tem- 
porary license, by virtue of a con- 
tract which gives a church weekly 
broadcast time on the station. 


Big Brain Mobilization 





|}from here 
have come to a parting of the ways. | 





KGO Show in Tiff 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 
KGO and Dick Breen, writer- 
producer of “Pat Novak for Hire,” 
which has aired for the past 20 weeks 
over ABC’s Pacific net, 


Immediately following disclosure 
that Breen was dropped from the | 
show and was going to Hollywood, 


where his future plans reportedly in- | 


volve work with Bill Wilder at Par- 
mount, Jack Webb, the show’s “Pat 
Novak,” announced that he would 
leave the KGO staff effective Feb. 15 
to freelance in Hollywood 

Local press reported disagreements 
between Breen and station manage- 
ment over such items as references 
to police in the script and prepara- 
tion of scripts in advance. But the 
only official statement from Gayle V. 
Grubb, KGO general manager, was 
that “Breen refused to follow in- 
structions for writing the scripts and 
we have therefore had to seek _an- 
other writer.” 


Radio Crafts Body 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

With the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers the sole 
remaining holdout among radio-op- 
erating unions, the Council of Radio 
Arts and Crafts will move this week 
to set itself up formally. With or 
without the IBEW and the reluctant 
American Federation of Musicians 
(Local 47), the *group ‘is determined 
to function as a labor front. 


Go ahead was reached when 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists this week indicated its agree- 
ment. The Radio Directors Guild, 
sparker, will call the meeting before 
which it will seek a definite yes or 
no from the IBEW. The latter is 
thought to be stalling since it is pre- 
sently with AFRA in a jurisdiction- 
al tussle over the sound effects men 
at CBS here. 


Those in the Council now, in ad- 
dition to the foregoing, are: Radio 
Writers Guild, office Employees In- 
ternational Union (CBS collarites); 
National Association of Broadcast 
Engineers and Technicians and the 
Screen Publicists Guild (CBS press 
department). 

Local 47 of AFM has refused 
twice to go along with others and 
will be left out. 
Chicago and New York, musicians 





Lined Behind Programs 
Set for Boston Outlets 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

Boston's Lowell Institute went on | 
#ir with three different educational 
series on three different stations as 
of Monday, Feb. 3. 

Plan has been mulled for 
time by the century-old foundation 
working in association with Harvard, 
Boston Univ., Boston College, North- 
eastern, MIT and Tufts, but was held 
up as FM, first offered, didn’t appeal. 

One series on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m., goes over 
WMEX, indie, 
and deals with “Our Children.” 

Second series is “We Human Be- 
ings,” over WCOP, Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 8:15. Third series is 
“Great Books” over WHDH, indie, at 
9:45, Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days. Meantime, Lowell Institute 
Cooperative Broadcasting Council, is 
completing arrangements for ad- 
ditional series on industry, music and 
government. These will be added as 
public service programs to other sta- 
tions, with WBZ, WNAC, WEEI soon 
tc go. Plan is to get these educational 
programs on all Boston stations, 
utilizing the vast reservoir of brain 
trusters in the universities of the 
metropolitan area. 





some | 


in quarter-hour slots, | 


| union here stated it was not in ac- 


cord. On the second pitch it refused 


Jellmg in Hwood 


Unlike chapters in | 


MULTHIALLION 
BILLING PAYOFF 


do the double 
local live talent 





Single formula to 
job of stimulating 
shows on network affiliates and, at 
time, pushing the latter’s 
| time sales up to the saturation point 
|has been hit right on the button by 
Radio Sales, reps for CBS’ nine 
major national outlets, including the 
net’s o&o stations Outfit’s 
“open sesame” consists merely of 


the same 


seven 


15% commission incentive on live 
program sales—and human 


takes care of the rest. 





spot sales, salesmen receive a 
straight salary. 
This 5% formula, which is obvious 


enough but still unique in network | 
isales rep operation, was inaugurated | 





by Radio Sales in 1943. Since that 
itime there has been a phenomenal 
|upwards climb, reaching a multi- 


|million dollar level, in billings for 
the group of nine stations with the | 
major slice of the intake represent- 
fng advertiser’s payment for live 
|programs. According to the sales | 
chart drawn up by organization, fig- 
uring 1940 as the base year, there | 
was a 78% increase in the number | 
of live shows sold in 1943, and a 
191% increase in 1946. 

Development of all salable pro- 
grams is in the lap of the individual 
stations with Radio Sales reps lend- 
ing assistance wherever necessary. 
Via this method, local talent in each 
of the areas covered by the stations 
is being given a chance to show its 
| stuff, thereby forming another reser- 
voir which the nets can 
their future big names. Unlike 
packaged programs that are sold at 
a single composite price, Radio Sales 
approached potential sponsors with 
a cost breakdown for each of their 
shows including price for an- 
|nouncers, star, music, etc. 








According to J. L. Van Volken- | 


4 burg,- Radio - Sales: ~general ~sales 
|manager, promotion of live pro- 
gramming has been instrumental in 
boosting spot sales on the nine sta- 
tions to record heights also. Bank- 
rollers, he claimed, were more re- 
ceptive to buying spots around al- 
ready sponsored live shows than 
loading sustaining schedules with 
e.t.’s. 

As a result of the highly lucrative 
operations of Radio Sales in its 
repping for the nine outlets, com- 
pany is now in process of adding 
three or four additional key stations 
into its setup. At present, Radio 
Sales are reps for the following o&o 
stations: WCBS, N. Y.; WBBM, Chi- 
cago; WEEI, Boston; WCCO, Minn.; 
+ KNX, Hollywood; KMOX, St. Louis; 
and WTOP, Washington, WABI, 
Birmingham, was included in Radio | 
Sales original setup because it's 45% 
owned by the CBS net while WBT, 
| Charlotte, was formerly a CBS 0&0 
;outlet before its sale to the Jeffer- 
son Life Insurance Co. last year, 








ito even discuss the situation. Local | 


stood pat on its cursory dismissal of 
the matter in a previous letter that 
stated the board could 
| the agreement without suggesting 
| revisions or other corrections fa- 
| vored. 


| Expand in N. Y. 
| New York’s “united front” of 


radio unions, projected a couple of 
months ago during the height of 
negotiations between American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists and the net- 
works, has now expanded to take in 
ithe one big AFL union which was 
previously missing from its ranks, as 
well as two CIO unions, 
Sparkplugged by the Radio Direc- 
tors Guild which started the move 
simultaneously in New York and on 
the Coast (where it’s called Council 
|of Radio Arts and Crafts) ,the Assn. 
of Broadcast Unions and Guilds at 
first included all the major AFL 
groups except American Federation 


of Musicians or reps from the CIO 


side. 

Now Local 802, 
newly elected prexy, Dick McMann, 
has come into the fold, as well as 
i/the Radio Guild of the United Of- 
fice and Professional 
| America, and the American Com- 
| munications 


AFM. under its 


not accept | 


Workers of | 


Assn.—both of the latter , 


Sid Reznick’s Non-Name 


Pointing up a new trend toward 
|/non-name shows, instance of a talent 
/agency investing coin for an audi- 
tion platter of show sans top names 
occurred this week when Music 
Corp. of America cut new situation 
| comedy label “Young Mr. Gabriel.” 
Most audition platters cut by talent 
agencies feature top names and at 
that they're usually reluctant to do 
so unless there is the danger of 
losing the artist to another o fice. 


| 


“Gabriel” show, packaged and 
produced by Sidney Reznick, will 
stress writing and direction. Script 


is by J. Franklin Jones and Reznick. 
with direction by Carlo Angelo. Au- 
dition platter has music by Harry 
Salter, and will feature Bobby Rea- 
dick. Ken Roberts announced. 
JACK HARRIS TO KPRC 
Houston, Tex., Feb. 4. 
Jack Harris, assistant general man- 
agey of WSM, Nashville, has been 
named manager of KPRC. Harris 
succeeds Kern Tips who resigned to 


join a loca] advertising agency, as a 


partner. 


(BS REPS IN LIVE SHOW VELVET 








furnishing its salesmen an additional | 


nature | 
For all other | 


tape for | 


‘Gabriel’ Gets MCA Com 
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Temple U. Gets 356 
For School of Radio |: 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 

A gift of $35,000 has been received 
by WFIL from Walter H. Annenberg, 
editor and publisher of the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer, for establishment 
of a new school of radio at Temple 
| University 

The school will be 
kind in this area, and one of the few 
in the east, according to Dr. Robert 
| L.. Johnson, president of Temple. 

The new school will offer a four- 
year course leading to a bachelor of 
| science degree with a major in radio, 
| Dr. Johnson said that, within the 
100,000 new 


the first of its 


next 10 
will be open in the 


years, positions 


field of radio. 


Pact Pix Stars To 
Plug ABC Shows 


} 


;}commercials to be 


| New gimmick for network listener | 


| Promotion, 
names 


utilizing Hollywood star 
for testimonials, has been 


| both 


| launched by the ABC web under the | 


supervision of Ted Oberfelder. Tie- 
ins have the stars pitch for ABC on 
5 and 50-second etectrical transcrip- 
| tions, in return for which each testi- 
|monial is preceded by a plug for 
the actor’s latest picture, with no 
;cost to either side. In addition, 
|there’s an open end on each tran- 
|scription for local station identifica- 
tidn, with Oberfelder currently dis- 
| tributing the platters to affiliates 
| throughout the country. 

Idea, according to Oberfelder, re- 
sulted from a billboard campaign 
— the same type testimonials in- 
augurated for KECA (ABC, L.A.) 
| last year by Jack O'Mara, 
|!Coast publicity § chief 


Oberfelder 


| white collarites 


ABC | 


| followed up by huddling with film | 


|} execs on the Coast to use their stars 

for the tieins. Only problem, he 
| Said, 
convenience; a production schedule, 
taking that factor into consideration, 
is now being worked out. 

ABC so far has used such names 
as James Stewart, Claudette Colbert, 
Betty Hutton, etc. Oberfelder is 
also planning now to set up a series 
of newspaper ads for local insertion, 
carrying the same star tiein and pic- 
ture credit, along with a plug for 
| ABC shows. 








WHCU’s MOD Drive Hypo 
Despite Assortment Of 
Snafus; Hit 8G Mark 


Ithaca. Feb. 4. 

In the face of general lethargy in 
the Ithaca March of Dimes effort, 
| local outlet WHCU injected some 
fresh hypoes, including devotion of 
its entire program schedule of Jan. 
30 to polio patients with some start- 
ling results. 

During 16 previous days of the 
drive only $4,000 had been netted in 
ithe city, but on Thursday (30) and 
Friday (31) a total of $2,500 poured 
in and the city is now past the $8.,- 
000 mark. On his Wednesday night 
show Robert Trout plugged the ef- 
fort with special script material 
written by WHCU, and Arthur God- 
frey followed with a similar stint 
the next morning. Among bumps 
encountered was when Kate Smith, 
currently miffed at CBS. turned 
thumbs-down on the script sub- 
mitted. 

Station borrowed the Salvation 
Army Christmas collection kettles, 
using a portable radio under each 
one playing the MOD program 
schedule. Adjacent county collec- 
| tions were hypoed as a result of the 
‘show, and local officials of the 
Ithaca Reconstruction Home, polio 
| rehabilitation outfit, have left for 
New York to protest to national 
MOD people for falling down on 
publicity, and to include some of 
; the WHCU plans in 1948's program. 





is in getting the stars at their | 


| 


' with’ World Broadcasting on 


| 


‘NAB Code Plans Pushed Forward, 
May Be Ready for Board in May 


Washington, Feb. 4. 
A new NAB code, prescribing the 
maximum number and frequency of 
carried on U. S. 


radio stations, appeared closer last 
week when NAB president Justin 
Miller set March 5 in Washington 


as date of next meeting of the or- 


ganization’s Standards of Practice 
Committee. 
Informal code which may be 


tentatively agreed upon at that time 
is expected to be cleared as well as 
with the NAB Program Directors’ 
Executive Committee, which is due 
to convene in Washington, March 
3-7. 

Code was discussed at the Frisco 
meeting of NAB directors in Janu- 
ary, though NAB kept officially 
silent on the subject. Association 


officials stressed this week, 


however, 
that the old code will have to be 
completely rewritien but that. no 


of an amended code has been 
decided upon. Justice and FCC have 
refused to hand down any declara- 
tory judgments on legality of gen- 
eral types of code regulation but in- 
sist on seeing completed document 
before giving their okay, it was 
understood. NAB president Justin 
Miller has promised to have a new 
code setting quality standards for 
programs and commercials 
ready for the board of directors next 
meeting May 21-22 in Washington. 


UOPWA Sets Up Overall 
Local in N.Y., Climaxing 
2-Yr. Organization Drive 


An overall local of the United 
Office and Professional Workers of 
America (CIO), embracing all radio 
in New York, will 
be established tonight (Wednesday), 
marking the emergence of this group 
of unionites from a campaign that 
lasted almost two years. 


The new group, tabbed Local 50, is 
expected to be headed by Chester F. 
X. Burger, an editorial researcher at 
CBS television. CBS is the only net- 
work thus far contracted by the 
union, though pacts are also inked 
the 
transcription side of the business, 
and with WMCA among the New 
York indies, 

Tonight’s meeting, launching Local 
50, will be attended by reps from the 
other net headquarters in N. Y., and 
as a full-fledged union group the new 
local is expected.to step up collarite 


ersion 





| recruitment at the other nets as well 
jas at WOR, Mutual flagship. 


| mally organized as yet. 


CBS chapter of the new local, 
however, is the only one that’s for- 
Elections of 


| first slate of full-term officers at the 


CBS chapter were conducted Mon- 
day (3). Myra Jordan won out as 
chapter chairman, defeating Donald 
Pelz by a vote of 150-111. Eleanor 
Walsh was chosen secretary. 

Elected to the CBS chapter plan- 
ning committee were: William Gass- 
ner, William Lind, Betty Whitney, 
Don Ickes, M. Kelly Steele, Louis 


Werle, Charles Korbett, A. L. St. 
Cyr, Nathaniel Scott, and Maxine 
Sachs. Miss Jordan heads the execu- 


tive board. with the others elected 
being: Miss Walsh, Steele, Lind, St. 
Cyr. Pelz, Philip Sterling, Scott, 
Ickes, and Philip Srapnuany. 


FBI To Help WGY Anni 
With Kudos on Program 


Schenectady, Feb. 4 
One of the highlights of WGY’s 
25th anni week, Feb. 16-23, will be a 
special “FBI ‘n Action” broadcast 
marked by the appearance of Louis 
Nichols, executive assistant to J. 
Edgar Hoover. Nichols will speak on 

the program’s fifth anniversary. 
Show, first radio dramatizations 
based on cases taken from the FBI 
files, and with scripts approved by 
the organization, was originated by 
Earle Pudney. He still directs and 
produces the half-hour evening 
show, and writes some of the scripts, 
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ARRY GRAY ON BROADWAY 
ith Barry Gray, Guests Jack Bar- 
rett, Marion Colby, Walter Gross, 
Oisen & Johnson 

Producer: Phil Tonkens 

30 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 


This new show for the first time 
gives acid-tongued Barry Gray a 
chance to advance his 
opinions on a network broadcast. This 
is the guy who as an all-night disk 
jockey on WOR the past couple 
years has stirred up more contro- 
versy in the music and radio trades 
than the atom bomb. 

Gray is a clever adlibber when a 
situation suits his fancy. He has 
frequently shown flashes of ability 
that promised or promises to mean 
something new and fresh to radio. 
However, too often things get away 
from him on his own a.m. show or 
he gets into a line of argument about 
which he knows nothing and stub- 
bornly blasts ahead like a bull in a 
china shop. And things wind up in 
a beautiful clambake. That, unfortu- 
nately, is what happened on his net- 
work debut. 

Gray’s new show is based on 
favorite subject—controversy. 
ad lib repartee with guests over a 
chosen subject. This program 
partly devoted to “are critics neces- 
sary?” and dialect comedy, a cam- 


his 


paign of Walter Winchell’s in recent , 
Out of the whole thing there 
intelligent | 
observations by Olsen and Johnson, | “ 


weeks. 
were a cauple of sane, 
on the latter item, but all in all the 
clambake this time was done to a 
turn, although it’s understood 
not easy to hold a verbal free-for- 
all down to one voice at a time. 
Gray made his mistake in selecting 
the “critics” routine to chew over. 
And he kinda left himself wide open 
since he sets himself up as a forked- 


INSIDE STORT 
With James Orgill, narrater; John 
Price, William Boehm, Ruth Lee 


Riaph Edgar, announcer 
Writer: Sidney Vincent 





searing | 


It’s 


was | 


it’s | 


Producer: John Saunders 

| 15 Mins.; Sunday, 1:45 

S- staining 

| WGAR, Cleveland 

In this, the second year of the 
| atomic era, when racial and religi- 
ous bigotry appear on the increase, 
WGAR's “Inside Story” becomes so 


Jones, Joseph Berg, Bert Brown. | 





| vital a program. Blunt, without 
seeking to pacify any group, and 
' calling a spade a spade, WGAR, in 
dramatic fashion, highlights actual 
| incidents in the city’s racial and re- 
ligious background that have flared 
into open battles. 

Through the use of narration by 
James Orgill, producer John Saun- 
ders has built a vehicle that in the 
eries of 10 incidents portrays the 
pertinent need for a community to 
fight for tolerance 

The script, through a deft touch 
of ridicule, points out how racial and 
religious hatred grows from small, 
misunderstood incidents. The effec- 
tiveness of the program comes from 
the pen of writer Sidney Vincent 
of the Jewish Community Council, 
who knows, first hand, the story be- 
hind the incident. 

One story tells of how a high 
school basketball team became di- 
vided, player against player, because 
of a false thought that a Polish lad, 
a foreigner of different religious 
belief.” attempted to “steal all 
| honors.” 

Another tells how distrust and 
misunderstanding almost brought a 
race riot in a high school between 
Negroes and whites. 

The programs’ formation began 
i'many months ago when civic groups, 
| including the Council, 


| Builds His Dream House,” 


the Urban | Producer: Jane Nillis 
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tongued critic of things with which | 
he has had comparatively little ex- | 
perience. At any rate, the point 
under fire was that most critics | 
aren’t qualified to judge their sub- | 
ject. The point is untenable and not | 
worthy of suc: discussion since it’s | 
widely known that men with vast 


experience in producing shows, 
selecting hit songs, pictures, and 
anything else you might think 
of, often err in judgment. It’s 


a contention that can go around 


in circles forever, like the dog 
chasing his tail, without proper 
answer. And Gray and athe kids 





helping him debut on the network 
didn’t clear it up. In fact it was | 
more muddled thereafter, and so 
seemed the participants. Especially | 


League, Cleveland Community Re- 
lations Board, an organ of city gov- 


| ernment, headed by Frank Baldau, 


and others looked for an effective 
medium to combat intolerance. 
They plotted their programs, pre- 
pared the copy, and then asked 
WGAR if time were available. 


Presented with good material, com- | 


petent organization, well-thought- 
out scripts, ~. 3AR’s program man- 
ager, Dave Baylor, snapped at the 
opportunity of doing a job of “pub- 
lic service” and cleared “A” time 
Sunday afternoon., 

Community agencies, such as the 
library, are cooperating through 
recommending and displaying lit- 
erature in connection with the sub- 
ject to be presented each week. Also, 


since they couldn’t seem to make it| the library is printing bookmarks 
clear what t- ve of critic they were | announcing the series. 


roasting 
have you. 
There’s no question but that Gray 


ie., legit, nitery or what 


has something for modern radio if | limited 


he can only keep both feet planted 
while his quick tongue soars and 





sears. But this show wasn’t the 

answer. Wood. 

SATURDAY “TIGHT SURPRISE 
PARTY 

With Art Ford, Hot Lips Page, 
Pete Johnson, Sid Catlett, Pete | 


Johnson, Roy Ross band, Frances 
Wayne; anneuncer, Bill Williams 
Producer-director: Ted Cott 
55 Mins.; Saturday, 8:35 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW,; N. Y. 


Seldom have the latent possibili- 
ties of the much-bruited jam ses- 
sion been so well realized, radio- 
wise as in this new series by WNEW. 


With a cast of good voices, with 
incidents of dramatic value, this is 
a series that should not run for a 
time. Rather, its value 
should be enhanced through the 
greater use of background music and 
made a “must” in public service 
shows for months to come. 

“Inside Story” contains a positive 
punch. It is one of the better rec- 
ommendations for community ac- 


| tion, through education, in combat- 
| ing intolerance. 


Mark. 


HOME EDITION 

With Albert L. Warner, Robert Gard- 
ner; Ken Powell, producer-an- 
nouncer 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 12 noon 

Sustaining 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

_ New news program is freshened up 

in several ways to make it an inter- 


The term itself has been abused by.i esting addition to the daily commen- 


almost every station on the air, ap- 
plied to the well-rehearsed pash of 
mickey mouse bands, when its real 
connotation is one of informality and 
usually good jazz music. Informality 
is certainly a keynote of “Saturday 
Night Surprise Party,” and the mu- 
sic is, for the most part, excellent. 

With talent rounded up and shows 
bo gas by station manager Ted 

ott, this program will probably 
wind up a must on the listening list 
of jazz aficionados, and could well 
provide .hefty competition for the 
nets on the general listener market. 
Ford, who usually makes a point 
of exhibiting his broad knowledge 
of abortive jazz terminology, stays 
pretty much in the background, let- 
ting his string of talent intro their 
own numbers and explain their 
choices. On the show caught (1) his 
lineup was tops, with Hot Lips Page 
leading off after the station group 
came in with a singing station iden- 
tification. 

Page opened with “Open the Door 
Richard,” assisted by Sid Catlett, 
ace drummer-man. Studio aud, obvi- 
ous swing ‘:ns. came in on the 
chorus for a nice off-the-cuff touch. 
Trumpet man followed with “Take 
Your .Shoes Off, Baby,” and then 
did “St. James Infirmary Blues,” 
tune he recorded for Artie Shaw. 


Informal note was struck when Page | 


had to run out of the studio for a 
different mute for his horn. The 
hot trumpet was much in evidence 
between vocals. Robbins paid off the 
guest shot by making frequent ref- 
erences to Page’s new Apollo 
recording of “Open the Door.” 

Frances Wayne, ex-Woody 
man chirp, followed Page with 
“Passe” and “I Love You for Senti- 
mental Reasons.” Her husband, Niel 
Hefti, was called up to accompany 
her on “Hapniness Is Just a Thing 
Called Joe,” using Page’s trumpet, 
and it came over nicely after a little 
ddling with various keys. Miss 

ayne evidently needs a full band 


| Rose.’ 


Her- | 





behind her -7¢ all times, since she 


aries. Two men carry the ball, Al- 
bert L. Warner, Mutual's D. C. news 
chief, being heard from Washington, 
and Robert Gardner, former maga- 
zine editor, coming in from New 
York. Gabbers alternate for two or 
three minutes each. Switches back 
and forth help build impression of 
wide news coverage, of on-the-spot 
reporting from the nation’s two key 
centers. 

In addition, both commentators 
seem well posted and are hep in the 
delivery. Warner’s snappy style, 
Gardner's dramatic touches, enliven 
the news handouts. Coverage gives 
brief, but good interpretations of the 
day’s highlights, with Warner add- 
ing a little human interest stuff to 
boot. Monday’s (3) premiere had 
Warner discussing from the capital 
such matters as the Supreme Court 
sitting, Baruch and atomic energy, 
Congress, and Justice Douglas’ 17- 
year-old daughter, who’s working as 
a soda clerk. Gardner spieled about 
Palestine, Jap and German trials, the 
cold wave. a ship foundering at sea, 


farm production figures, etc. Pro- 
gram sounded authoritative and 
bright. Bron. 








didn’t show to much advantage with 
only a small group. 
Catlett. who stayed with the show 


| throughout as rhythm accompanist, 


came in for a solo on “Honeysuckle 
” One of the best brush men 


in the business, Catlett stuck for 


| Roy Ross’ station group’s arrange- 
| ment of “Flyin’ Home.” 


Closer was boogie artist 
Johnson, who rendered 
City Blues.” Rolling bass and sharp 
right hand were a nice climax to 
the show, but a better one might 
have been to have Page, Catlett. 
Johnson and Miss Wayne work one 
number as a unit. 

With a little plugging this pro- 
gram could become a major Satur- 
day night air item. It’s fine enter- 
tainment, Tomm. 


Pete 


145 Mins.; Mon., Wed., Fri., 


“Kansas 


+ Transcription Reviews ; 
FOF FFF FFF FFP Sees oooot 


ALL-AMERICAN BOOK PRE- 


VIEWS 
With Jack Goodman, Eric Hodgins, 


Dr. James F. Bender, Marilyn | 
Monk 

. wducer-Director: Al Westbrook 

15 Mins. 

Cco-OP 


5 Stations 

- “(ALL Amerion Radio Forum) 
A gabby interview program 

designed to garner listeners with a 

better-than-average quotient 


grey matter, “All-American : 
Reviews” has already been sol at 
a co-operative basis. to several she 
the nation’s top publishers. Actua y 
the title is misleading, since | the 
discussion makes no attempt at re- 
view, but spoons up a lively and 
interesting insight into the mental 


workings of author, publisher and 

reader. 
On the 

gins, author 


preem platter, Eric Hod- 
of “Mr Blanding 
and Jack 
Govdman, editor of Simon & 
Schuster, were t main attractions 
in an interview -with Dr. James F. 
Bender, director of the National 
Institute of Human Relations. Off- 
the-cuff comment was quick an 
engaging, with this particular book 
open to humorous treatment. 

is \ 
FO ton to be spotted carefully in 
order to catch the particular type 
of audience to which the programs 
are pitched. Tomm. 

LETTERS 
rd So MacCormack, Ennio 
Bolognini, Dave Bacall 


11:15 p.m. 
(CST) 


| Charteck, Coleman Prod. 
| HOLEPROOF HOSIERY 


, Chicago 
bats Gu (Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

This transcribed series has & 
format and_ style appeal aimed 
strictly at female audiences. Show 
caught featured romantic poetry, 


ing of love letters and soft or- 
regen Bas holding little, if any, in- 
terest for male listeners. However, 
show seems to be a natural for spon- 
sers desirous of catching the female 


ear. ; 7 
Franklyn MacCormack is entire 
show. Reading love letters of 


“anonymous” authors, MacCormack 
has a slow, silky manner of unfold- 
ing his stories, entirely in keeping 
with the material. 

Using one letter for theme of each 
show, paragraphs are intermittently 
sprinkled with poetry and lyric 
quoting of pertinent sentimental 
ballads. - Drawing out his words, 
MacCormack could actually air the 
entire show in one-third the time. 
Average commentator reading script 
would tend to produce a monotonous 
spell which has been avoided here. 

Background music of cellist Ennio 
Bolognini and organist Dave Bacall 
is well chosen and tailor-made for 
show’s style. Without commentary 
fronting it, however, music would be 
too drawn out for consumption, be- 
ing altered to fit into MacCormack’s 
slow style of romanticisms. 


THE PLAYHOUSE OF FAVORITES 

(“Adventures of Don Quixote de la 
Mancha”) 

With Joe di Santis, Burford Hamp- 
den, Eugenia Rawls, Alfred Shir- 
ley, John Carradine, Jean Gilles- 
pie, Frances Heflin, Chester Strat- 
ton, Alastair Kyle, Luis. Van 
Rooten, Signe Hasso, Betty Fur- 
ness, Wendy Barrie, Arnold Moss, 
Elissa Landi, others; narrator, Ted 
Jewett 

Writers: Raphael Hayes, 
Burnett, Max Ehrlich 

Producer-Director: Bert Wood 

Music: Jon Gart 

30 Mins, 

CO-OP 

107 Stations 

(NBC Recording) 

Another all-out electrical tran- 
scription venture by a network that 
won't allow the platters on web fa- 
cilities, this series of great stories 
features sOme of the best-known 
stage names available, plus top writ- 
ing talent. An individual outlet 
couldn’t hope to approach these 
shows in either — or budget. 
Series includes “Pride and Preju- 
dice,” “Tale of.Two Cities,” “David 
Copperfield,” “Moby Dick” and 


Murray 


grams. 

| On the platter caught, “The Ad- 
| ventures of Don uixote,” an- 
! 


nouncer intros the dramat by ex- 
plaining that the story by Miguel De 
Cervantes Saavedra was a biting 
satire on the elaborate etiquette of 
knighthood. Spiel segues into the 
play, featuring Joe DiSantis as the 
addled knight and Burford Hampden 
as Sancho Panza, the rascal squire. 

While the show is pretty good, 
production occasionally shows spots 
of carelessness, especially where the 
scripter has given Don Quixote too 
much to say in one breath and Di 
Santis lets his sentences trail off in 
a gasp. Thesping, otherwise, is ex- 
cellent, and the show paces swiftly 
through the peregrinations of the 
old man who was born a couple of 
centuries too late. Sancho tells most 
of the story, bridging from the affair 
| of the windmills to that of the freed 
prisoners, etc., in good style. 

Some of the other shows have top 
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Book | 


| fully 
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series looks promising, but | 
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“Treasure Island,” among its 52 pro- 





DID JUSTICE TRIUMPH? 

With Julian Noa, Chester Stratton, 
Earle George, Al Hodge, Lawson 
Zerbe, Nancy Sheridan; George 
Carson Putnam, narrator 

Writers: Barth-Conry 

Pr>ducer-director: Jock MacGregor 

30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR-MUTUAL, N. Y. 


Program, based on the N. Y. Daily 
News Sundav feature of the same 
name, is just another whodunit se- 
ries, mystery crime yarns being 
culled from the newspaper files 
based on 
Wednesday’s (29) opener, is made 
up of familiar stuf", familiarly pre- 


sented. Story, motivations, clues, 
jete., are obvious. Whole program 
shapes up as unexciting. But since 
whodunits are a_ staple of films, 


books and radio, there’s no reason 
why this » rogram won't fit into the 
general pattern. Especially since 
current program seems to be care- 
produced and_ interestingly 
presented. 

Wednesday’s stanza dramatized a 
murder committed by an avaricious 
man, aided by his reluctant, 
son, so that : insurance company 
could be hoaxed into paying out a 
large sum. Writing was above par, 
if situations and development were 
Acting was quite good, and 
Putnam's narration 


jha!' the necessary dramatic flair, free | 
| of patronizing. 


Bron. 





SYMPHONY ORCH. 
60 Mins.; "ur., 10:15 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WFAA, Dallas. 

Latest sym honic group to join 
tne ever-growing list of those on 
the air is the new. Dallas Symphony 


| Orchestra, conducted by Antal Do- 
| rati. It’s a far cry from Texas’ early 


radio programs of cowboy and hill- 
billy music to that now being pre- 
sented by this group. Through a 
unique commercial arrangement, the 
orchestra is being presented for a 
series of 13 weekly concerts. Each 
one is, being sponsored by a local 
business concern. On opus caught, 
the Byer-Rolnik Co., of Garland, 
Dallas County, were sponsors. They 
are the makers of the Resistol hats 
for men. 

Broadcasts originate in the studios 
of WFAA each week and are at- 
tended by employees and friends of 
each sponsor. Through the broad- 
casts it can be heard how in little 
more than a year the Dallas Sym- 
phony has risen to top stature. Or- 
chestra is masterfully conducted by 
Dorati and shows real tone, depth 
and expression in its playing. Solo- 
ists on the program were Werner 
Gebauer, concertmaster, and. Zelman 
Brounoff, assistant concertmaster in 
the Bach violin concerto. 

John Rosenfield, amusement edi- 
tor of the Dallas News, is com- 
mentator of the airings, and does a 
nice job in giving a*“brief resume 
of the life of the artists and inter- 
esting highlights on the selections 
to be played. 

A salute to the orchestra was made 
by Harry Rolnick, v.p. of Byer- 
‘Rolnick, who also kudosed the deal- 
ers who handled the product. 

Commercials are handled ably and 
are of an institutional nature in 
most cases and are handled by 
Harry Harber. 

Coming as it does at a late hour 
and on a 50,000-watt clear channel 
station, the orchestra should win for 
itself and for Dallas much good will, 
increase sale of recently made rec- 
ords made by the orchestra, and 
prove that down Texas way there 
is also a fine appreciation of good 
music, beautifully presented and 
well played. Andy. 





film and stage names, such as Wendy 
Barrie in “She Stoops to Conquer” 
and “Vanity Fair”; Signe Hasso in 
“Anna Karenina”; Betty Furness in 
“The Necklace”; John Carradine in 
the two-episode “Hunchback of 
Notre Dame”; Elissa Landi in “A 
Doll’s House,” and Leon Janney in 
“The Wager.” Tomm., 





HAUNTING HOUR 
(“The Uptown Express”) 
Producer: Bert Wood 
Music: Rosa Rio 

30 Mins. 

CO-OP 

99 Stations 


(NBC Recording) 


_With this top-budgeted transcrip- 
tion series NBC trades on the almost 
universal appeal of the whodunit, 
and with good effect. Show already 
has pretty wide distribution, and 
much is made of the fact in promo- 
tion material that several national 
advertisers are backing mystery 
airers. In “Haunting Hour” the net's 
recording division has made an at- 
tempt to combine the supernatural 
and the straight crime program. Re- 
sult is somewhat detrimental to each 
treatment, but the show emerges as 
better than fair radio. 


In “Uptown Express,” story is told 
of a business girl who gets on the 
subway, closes her eyes for a mo- 
ment, and wakes up five years later 
to find herself married to a murderer 
against whom her brother, as district 
attorney candidate, is trying to prove 
acase. Kay Loring is starred in this 
entry in the series. Thesping is okay 
and suspense holds well: sound ef- 
fects on the subway are excellent. 

Tomm, 





jand he handled himself adroitly, 


weak | 
good.points in a manner that would 
|be impossible in the press here, the 
|listeners were rewarded with an en. 
| joyable half-hour, and a good publie 





Wednesday, February 5, 1947 
Tailed. 


NE ta eenCE 
th Je vidson, Ha Dorner 
-_ Syaloman, Ea Perens Seree 
orris, John Reid, Harry ¢ 

Moderator: Robert Mansficia  ""*™ 
Producer: Jerry Heck 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KJR, Seattle 

This half-hour, the second 
series donated by KJR and prod 
under the auspices of the Was 
ton State Press Club, reflects credit 
on all concerned, particularly this 
broadcast which featured Jo David. 
son and Hannah Dorner of the Prog. 
ressive Citizens of America, in town 
on an organizing campaign. 

Davidson was bombarded with 
questions by the interrogators, made 
up of newspaper and radio reporters, 


in a 
uced 
hing. 


re- 
| vealing a new radio personality 
| Questions were not as leading or dif. 
jficult as they might have been. with 
la large portion of the time taken in 
discussing Davidson's artistic career 
|his friendship with numerous celeb. 
|rities of the past four’ decades, and 
comments on. his work 
Thus the PCA got across some 


service program was further estab. 


llished for a goodly run on KJR. 


Jerry Heck, of McKay Advertising 
Agency, who produced the show for 
the Press Club, deserves kudos for 
his choice of both questioners and 
questionee; Dick Crombie, announcer, 
and Mansficld as moderator both do 
tip-top jobs. 

It’s an encouraging entry on the 
public service side of the ledger for 


|radio in Seattle. 





SURPRISE PACKAGE 
With Red Benson, guests 
120 Mins.; Mon.-Sat., 2 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 

WINS, N. ¥. 

Red Benson is one of the live pieces 
of new talent being boomed by WINS 
under its Crosley Broadcasting Corp, 
ownership and in its revised program 
setup. He runs a Monday-Friday 
show at 11:15 a.m., and does a Mone 
day-Saturday grind for two hours, 
teeing off at 2 p.m. Latter stint is 
labeled “Surprise Package.” As heard 
last Saturday (1), the sole surprise 
was that the guy, at the end of a 
week's tough riding, didn’t sound a 
bit tired. He was personable, like- 
able and fairly informal in his pre- 
sentation. . 

The job, of course, is pure jocko, 
including many of the commercials, 
As for the iatter, it may surprise 
some who've taken the Crosley 
standards as the mccoy to find that 
Saturday’s two-hour session had 16 
spots on it, by actual count. How 
much more spotty a program can get 
is an open question. fj 

An idea of Benson’s music can be 
obtained from a listing of his guests 
on the show auditioned. These in- 
cluded Johnny Desmond, Jimmy 
Brown, Johnny Blowers—not to men- 
tion eight Conover girls, the giggling 
prexies of the Vaughn Monroe and 
Andy Russell fan clubs  (respec- 
tively) and a studio audience of 
femmes left over from a morning 


show. - 

But if disk riding is what WINS 
audience wants—this is probably as 
good as any around town. And if 
plug-loading {is the objective, that 
goal seems just about atteines ST 





BARBECUED RIFFS 
With Studs Terkel, Charlotte Morris, 

Beverly Younger, Eddie Goldberg, 

Burr Lee, Ralph Martire orch 
Producer-Dire¢tor: Phil Patton 
Writer: Marvin Davis 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 6.360 p.m. (CST) 
Sustaining 
WENR-ABC, Chicago 

If a local disk jockey stacks up 
to terrific between platters, why 
shouldn’t he fare as well with a live 
network shot? This may have been 
ABC’s reasoning behind this new 
Studs Terkel package which, sur- 
prisingly enough, falls short of waxed 
Terkel. 

Based on Terkel’s enthusiastic, Da- 
mon Runyon-like, banter about the 
music and musicians of yesterday $ 
New Orleans and vicinity, theme 
seems to take on confusion when @ 
parade of characters sets in. Format 
has Terkel as proprietor of a bar- 
becue joint that becomes infested 
with jazz guys, a newsboy, a blues 
singer and a disappointed opera star 
turned waiter. , 

Preem (30) used eight pieces of 
Dixieland stuff, which is set to alter- 
nate week to week with George 
Barnes swing combo. There isn’t any 
question about the jazz being tossed 
off in great style. But will a half- 
hour of old time, trumpet blaring, 
Dixie keep a dial in one place, ever 
though the trumpet is good? 

Terkel’s narration, in which he 
brings in gimmicks from the King 
Oliver and Basin street school, fills 
the bill fine. However, mix it with 
Situation stuff plus radio actors and 
you sorta get lost. 

Charlotte Morris runs hot and cold 
between a Steinway and her chirping 
chores. The 88 comes through nifty. 
As for the situation of the waiter. 
with a Shakespearian twist, havins 
a dislike for jazz and newsies—!t wa> 
tough deciding if it were meant to be 
funny. ; 

There is an idea here, but the show. 
as is, fails to ring the bell as sharply 
as may be possible, 
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California Broadcasters Oppose 
Planned State-School FM Chain 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. * 


California broadcasters today 
(Tues.) took their initial step at 
thwarting the creation here of a 
state-financed and school-controlled 
FM station chain. Charles McCarthy, 
prexy of the Northern California 
Broadcasters Association, arrived 
from Washington, D. C., for huddles 
here with Robert Reynolds, head of 
the Southern California Broadcast- 
ers Association and other industry 
reps. 

An immediate investigation will 
be launched into.the whys, where- 
fores and hows of tht plan before 
it gets into bill form for presenta- 
tion to the current legislature in 
Sacramento. With the necessary in- 
formation in hand, the broadcasters 
will then seek to organize a united 
front of commercial station opera- 
tors and devise the means to com- 
bat the powerful and wealthy aca- 
demic-political lobby fathering the 
plan. 

Sroadcasters are determined not 
to leave the threat on its own in 
the hope that it will not get through 
or, perhaps, be stymied by some 
existing State or Federal laws pro- 
hibiting such operations. Once be- 
fore a similar bill was in the mak- 
ing but it never got to the presenta- 
tion stage. No such chance will be 
taken on the newcomer. 

The local office of the FCC states 
there is no regulation prohibiting 
school ownership of commercial or 
non-commercial stations. And under 
existing regulations such _ stations 
that are owned by schools are per- 
mitied to transmit to the general 
-public and engage in networking. 
There are several stich stations now 
in operation, Loyola University’s 
WWh, New Orleans, being one and 
Georgia Tech’s WGST, being an- 
other. Both are reportedly strongly 
commercial, 

Planners of the FM chain here 
state that no commercial operation 
is intended. However, commercial 
or non-commercial, broadcasters 
want no part of what they feel will 


be definite competition for audiences. 
oo 





Bertell’s Theatre Quiz 


Jack Bertell, ex-MCA who re- 
cently opened his own office, has 
taken an option on a_ half-hour 
theatre quiz show, “The Play’s The 
Thing” (temporary title), as his first 
producing effort. Program was 
written by Georgia H. Cooper, War- 
ners publicist and ex-scripter on 





“Lux Radio Theatre” etc, and was | 
based on an original idea by| 
Dorothy Hirsch. 

Show features battle of wits be-| 
tween board of judges composed of | 
legit, pix, newspaper, music experts, 
plus weekly guestar and aspiring | 
professionals who enact capsule bits | 


} 


from plays, films, etc. 


MILLER NAMES GROUP 
TO MULL AFRA PLAN 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

In line with a mandate from his 
board of directors, NAB president 
Justin Miller last week named a 
five-man committee to report to the 
board on the AFRA-network plan 
for a joint advisory council to air 
grievances of the union against the 
“Big Four.” Miller said the commit- | 
tee will ppear before the NAB 
Noard in the spring. 

Members of the committee in- 
clude: Chairman, I. R., Lounsberry, 
WGR, Buffalo; Roger Clipp, WFIL, 
Philadelphia; John Elmer, WCBM, 
Baltimore; Herbert L. Pettey, WHN, 
New York; and Paul W. Morency, 











WTIC, Hartford. 





KOAD IN BIGTIME WATTAGE 
Omaha, Feb, 4. 

Omaha’s FM radio station KOAD 
received word last Friday that the 
FCC had granted its application to 
increase power to 380,000 watts, mak- 
ing it by far the most powerful sta- 
tion in Nebraska. KOAD has been 
operating under a temporary power 
setup of 1,000 watts. Station is owned 


WGBS Shifts to CBS 


As anticipated, WGBS, the 10,000- 
watt Fort Industry station in Miami, 
joins CBS June 15, the same day 
WWVA, Fort Industry’s 50,000-wat- 
ter in Wheeling, returns to the CBS 
fold. Both have been ABC affiliates. 

WGBS has an application pending 
before the FCC for a power in- 
crease. to 50,000 watts daytime and 
10,000 night. 


WIBC-IBEW Tif 





Over Wage Ended 


Indianapolis, Feb. 4. 
WIBC was 0o:- 
Saturday (1), until today (Tuesday) 
due to a strike by Local 1225, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers, following breakdown 
of negotiations between the union 
and employer, Indiana Broaccasting 
Corp. The dispute was caused 
mainly by disagreement over wage 
provisions of the new I.B.E.W. con- 
tract. Old contract expired at mid- 
night, Jan. 31. 


tional office of I.B.E.W., was han- 


ficials. Settlement was made yester- 
day (Monday). 

Technicians’ contract with WIRE 
also expired Jan. 31, with similar 
dispute as to provisions of new con- 
tract. But, to date, the union has not 
called a strike at that station. 





KFEL Settles 
Denver, Feb. 4. 

An agreement settling the strike 
called by technical employees of 
KFEL on Nov. 29, was reached Sat- 
urday (1) by representatives of 
Local 1222 of the* International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and Eugene P. O%Fallon, Inc., the 
station’s owner. A joint statement 
signed by A. L. Smith, business 
manager of the local, and Joseph A. 
Myers, vice president and general 
counsel of the company, said: 

“An agreement has been reached 





by the World Publishing Co. 


settling our dispute which both con- 


Fac Seen Help to Wee Papers 
As Sen. Murray Does 


Swan Song 





So. Methodist Radio Course 


Dallas, Feb. 4: 
A study of radio, designed in part 
to raise programs “above soap-opera 
level,” will be offered at the South- 
ern Methodist Univ., late this month. 
| The course will include the funda- 
mentals of broadcasting, radio speak- 
ing, script writing and program pro- 
| ducing, as well as a study of radio 

|'as a medium for creative writing. 





| 


nated 5 a | A studio, completely equipped, will 
e air from m., | 


be installed on the campus with 


everything except a_ transmitter. 
Plans in the future call for trans- 
mitting the programs ‘over the 


campus by wire. Studio equipment 


and installed late this month. 


NEW PLAN PROPOSES 








Ten radio itchnicians were in- 
volved in the walkout. John A. | 
Thompson, representing Interna- 


dling negotiations with WIBC of- | 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


| Industry engiimers last week re- 
newed efforts at FCC to permit op- 
eration of standard broadcast sta- 
| tions on frequencies only 30ke apart, 
rather than the 4{ke separation now 
required by commission rules. 

Proposal, which has some support 
|'within FCC, would accommodate 
| several more new AM stations in 
major markets, «nd several score 
more elsewhere. The industry men 
are not suggesting a reshuffling of 
existing stanuard broadcast assign- 
ments. The closer allocation of AM 
channels wis suggested last summer 
during engineering conferences on 
FCC’s investigation of clear channel 
radio service. 





sider a fair and equitable one, and 
which was arrived at by sincere 
collective bargaining upon both 
sides. The terms are being reduced 
to writing, and a formal contract 
dated Feb. 1 will be signed by both 
parties.” 








_ 













ron or less to spend in radio adver- 
“tising that it can out-pull any media 

ic they have ever used. No “big” name 
etc.|talent ;no trick shows, just low-priced 
jtested ‘formulas that pay their way, 
ve, penny by ny, day in and day out 
for advert throughout the United 





1440 Broadway, New York ; PE 6-8600. [OL 
: __AGENCY, il 7) he 





teelStates. Call or. write WOR Sales Dept., |cou 
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is already on order and will be here | 


| LOW FREQUENCY WALL 


+ Washington, Feb, 4 
| The possible use of FM-facsimile 
broadcasting to keep small news- 
papers alive in the future, urged yess 
terday (3) by Sen. James Murray 
(D., Montana), retiring chairman of 
the Senate Small Business Commit. 
tee. The impact of facsimile broad. 
casting and lowcost "FM radio on 
ability of small newspapers to sur. 
| vive was one of several subjects COV. 
jered in “Survival of a Free 
| petitive Press,” a : 
|Murray to 
mittee. 
| The 





Com- 
report made by 
members of his com. 
cited 


report facsimile—or 


|radio printing by FM—as the “most 
}radical technological development 
| likely to affect small papers.” Mur. 


| ray pointed to the infiltration of 
| newspapers into FM, a point made 
only last week by FCC Commis. 
sioner Clifford J. Durr, with news. 


papers holding 37.8% of the FM 
authorizations to date. 

The report declared “It seems 
Safe to say that most of these 
licenses . . : went to the big pub- 
lishers, The commission should im. 
|mediately clarify its policies with 
respect to the development of fac- 


simile and its impact on diversity of 


ownership. Such a policy is not 
easy to construct. 
“One way of handling the fac. 


| simile side, would be for ee to 
issue separate licenses for the radio 
|frequencies and the right to fac- 
| simile, the latter to go to more than 
one user in every town, This would 
divide control over the two media. 

“Aside from the licensing probe 
lems, the possible use of facsimile to 
keep small papers alive and revive 
competition through the entry of 
newcomers who will compete with 
the standard press needs prolonged 


study. It is such a revolutionary 
change as te require the earnest, 
continued interest of the ap- 


propriate committees of the Con- 
gress.” 

The Small Business Committee’ has 
also studied monopoly tendencies in 
radio and the pic fields, but decided 
that competition in these media was 
much more evident than publishing. 
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BLUEPRINT j« SALES 


WCAU is built of superior engineering, distinguished program- 
ming, productive promotion—all of which constructively serve you 
from the very beginning of your association with us. 
This is cis important consideration in any blueprint for a profitable 


sales plan in America’s third largest market. 


POWER + PROGRAM = SALES 


WGA 


50,000 WATTS + GBS AFFILIATE 
PHILADELPHIA’S LEADING RADIO INSTITUTION 
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Our Mr. Gallaher gets around 


‘ 


Eddie Gallaher has a habit of popping up in the most interesting places. 

Like this... 

A radio reporter catches the drama as a kidnapped girl is returned 
unharmed to her mother. J#’s Gallaher, Washington sport fans listen to a 
description of first downs and touchdowns. /t’s Gallaher. 

And again it’s Gallaher—WTOP’s versatile mike-man about Washing- 
ton—who emcees three of WTOP’s most popular local originations: 

Monday through Friday afternoons Eddie. Gallaher and organist 
Johnny Salb dare listeners to “Stump Us” with musical questions. (“Stump 
Us” pulls more mail than any other WTOP show!) Six afternoons a week 
Eddie “Meets the Missus”. . , fishes-sturits out of a fishbowl ...and awards prizes 
to contestants. (It’s standing room only at every broadcast until after Easter t) 
At night, Gallaher jockeys dises. D.C, night owls like his “Moon- 
dial” for its patter about new releases, inside Tin Pan Alley 
stories, and the finer points about recordings. 

Eddie Gallaher, like all other 
WTOP performers, can handle 





a variety of assignments Pd 
—all equally well. 
To get big sales 


around Wash- 





ington, get 
Gallaher — 


or another versatile 


WTOPer—to doa 





capital job for you. 


WTOP Py 


Columbia Owned 









? 2 











Washington's only 

50,000 watt station 
Represented by Radio Sales 
the SPOT Broadcasting 
Division of CBS { 


























Inside Stuff—Radio 


Something new in songwriting has been added to an otherwise legit 
profession by Pat Ballard, songsmith, who has invented and introduced via 
“We, The People” radio program a machine that enables anybody who can 
turn a crank to write the identifying phrase (melodic sequence) of g 
pop tune, Ballard takes the notes from the machine and delivers g 
finished tune in less than two minutes, which can be played by an organ. 
ist, later’ arranged for orchestra. Lyrics come one week later and the 
contestant, or audience participator, gets a recording and 100 published 
copies as a reward on the gimmick. 

Full size radio program for the device is in the works, with Ballard 
working the sidelines in a composing booth (he only supplies the middle 
section of tune and edits the phrasing) and an offer made to the air 
audience to send for leadsheet and submit lyrics, winner to get his name 
on the copies. Ballard has set up a pub outfit (B&B Songs) to publish 
what comes out of the machine. 





Eighth annual music, festival of WNYC, New York’s municipally-owneq 
station, will start Feb. 12, and will continue until Feb. 22. Festiva) all- 
nually showcases American music, new artists and composers, and presents 
varied musical organizations in the city in offerings of American music. 
Among those to be heard during the festival will be Kenneth Spencer 
baritone; Carol Brice, contralto; Vivian Rivkin, pianist, and the Randolph 
chorus, who will be aired on the initial program. Other sessions wij] 
include Susan Reed, folk singer; Margaret Dodd Mastersingers, Sagul 
trio; Will Lorin, conducting the Chamber Orchestra of N. Y.; Veterans 
Symphonic band, conducted by Salvatore Minichini, and the Philharmonie 
Symphony orch. 





What is believed to be the first contest of its sort, a search for a sepig 
singer has been undertaken by WBBM, Chicago, in a tieup with the Chicago 
Defender, Negro newspaper. Station offers 13-week contract, at $100 per 
week, to winning singer. Eight finalists, who will be chosen out of severa] 
auditions, are slated for airing on March 29, at which time winner will be 
chosen. Search takes in both male and gal singers. 





I. D. Levy, vice-prexy. of WCAU, reported the sale of 400 shares of CBS 
Class A common, according tothe Securities and Exchange Commission, 
The sale brought Levy's holdings to 31,726 shares. Levy also reported 
holding 21,380 shares of Class B common, Samuel Paley sold 1,700 Class B, 


i WCAU Making the best 























Continued from page 35 
Dr. Leon Levy and I. .D. Levy, the 

original owners who had been run- even 
ning the station for Stern. 


The Levys indicated that. there better! 


would be no change in policy or 
personnel—at least not for the pres- 
ent. Since they had been running 
things under the Record’s banner 
there were very few changes in key 
jobs. One of the jobs—that of news 
editor—had been taken over by Paul 
Capron, Stern’s son-ifi-law. 


‘ The Bulletin had been trying for 
months to get a network affiliation 
for WPEN; but had. failed. Ac- 
quisition of WCAU—if- okayed by 
the FCC—would give the Bulletin a 
powerful voice. McLean, besides 
owning the Bulletin, is prexy of the 
Associated Press. 


With WCAU, the Bulletin would 
acquire the site and plans for a new 
“Radio Center” which had been all 
set up on paper, to be erected on 
North Broad street. It would in- 
clude> besides WCAU A-M, a tele- 
vision station, FM and a giant studio. 

















Minn.—Close || NOW— 


mmc ontinued from page 35 


- 

ident of the Musicians’ Union here, along with 
tried unsuccessfully to get the con- | e ” 
servatively- controlled Hennepin The Texas Rangers 
County delegation to take a stand 
against Close. The group decided it 
wasn’t any of its business. A sure-fire give-away or 

Labor members of the house talk- Be eons . Ate 
ed about a house filibuster to block self liquidating offer! inal 
a necessary recess for the speech, tractive 48-pages of Origina 
and finally decided they’d walk out Songs The Texas Rangers 


in a body if Close visited the House . 
chamber. , Sing and scrap-book album. 


“A formal invitation to speak Provided sponsors of “The 
here would dignify a man who T ” ! 
: exa - at cost: 
stands for nothing but hate, Fascism . . Rangers . 
and intolerance, all in their worst Write for full details. 
forms,” Murk said to newspaper 
reporters. “His appe pance here 
would just confuse everything and 
do no good whatever.” The Texas Rangers 
Ph gona gre eo _ invitation, AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
speakers representing various 
trends of thought customarily are PICK gpa CITY 6, MO. 
invited to give a well-rounded pic- WICK HOTEL, KAN ‘ 
ture of current topics and attitudes. 
The policy of this house through all 
the long years I have been here has 
been to invite various types to ad- 
dress the chamber. Be assured I do 
not agree with all that they stand 


for, and that goes for Upton Close, 
too.” 

















The hall where Close addressed 
the iumbermen was picketed by 
members of the American Veterans 
Committee. 





o- WNOC SHAKEUP 
Norwich, Conn., Feb. 4. 
Shakeup at WNOC, which went on 
the air a few months ago, removed 
Bill Harris as commercial manager 
and Don Ross and Jimmy Macione 
from sales staff. 


Station has also lost platter-spin- 
ning fave, Bill Hickok, to WTHT, 








Hartford, 
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Nationally known Radio Personality begins 1947 as Assistant 
to the President, Mr. G. A. Richards, of WJR, WGAR, and 
KMPC. He will expand the important work these three stations 
are doing to preserve those principles of keen competition 
ond fair play which characterize the American Way of Life. 


Wo AIR IKMIPC 


THE GOODWILL STATION THE FRIENDLY STATION STATION OF THE STARS 
DETROIT CLEVELAND LOS ANGELES 


G. A. RICHARDS, President 
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Task Force Frigid Gives Net Shows 
Warm Reception, Sez CBS’ John Daly 


Best program ‘schedule ever heard and the nature of the maneuvers, 


in U. S. territory is currently being | 
aired to American troops in Alaska, 
according to John Daly, CBS com- 
mentator who just returned from an 
assignment with the U. S. Army’s 
Task Force Frigid on maneuvers 
Far North. Daly the 
only radio reporter on the trip. 

He said that every top radio 
show airing over the major webs 
is transcribed and flown to two 
Alaskan stations for rebroadcast to 
troops on maneuvers and in garri- | 
sons where they're heard within 
four or five days of original broad- | 
cast. Daly added that there’s plenty | 
of good nighttime listening, since 
sunsets usually come around three | 
in the afternoon. Two stations air- 
ing the shows are KFAR, Fairbanks, 
owned by ex-sourdough Cap | 
Lathrop, who works with the Army | 
personnel at Ladd Field, and a small | 
Army 50-watter on Adak Island in 
the Aleutians. During the war, Ladd 
Field was the point at which Ameri 
can lend-lease planes were turned 
over to Russian pilots for flight | 
across Siberia. 

Daly said that, in spite of com- 
plaints from Russia on concentra- | 
tion of American troops in Alaska 
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There are 6,468,256 consu- 
mers in Worcester’s 75 mile 
radius — 4,974,868 in Bos- 
ton’s — 4,681,726 in Spring- 
field’s. 





| B-29’s, latter used for polar weather 


| Aleutians, 


there are actually only a few thou- 
sand men_ garrisoned up there, 
mostly maintenance personnel for 
the air bases, where there are three 
squadrons of P-51’s and another of 


task 


and 


reconnaissance. Of the two 
Frigid has 1,600 officers 
Adak has 840. 

DX Dead 

course of his stay, 
tried twice to get 
through with shortwave broadcasts 
to San Francisco, but failed both 
times. During his 10,000 mile jaunt 
through the territory, Daly filed an 
laverege of 1,000 words per day to| 
ithe CBS New York office. He said 
the Task Forces were divided into 
two sections according to the type of 
weather encountered. Force Frigid, | 
lon the mainland, was testing equip- | 
|ment and men under sub-Arctic con- 
| ditions: while Force Williwa, in the | 
was testing cold and wet 
Coldest weather | 





forces, 
men, while 


During the 
CBS reporter 


weather reactions. 
the radio reporter encountered was 
the 62 deg. below in Anchorage. | 

Daly said that radio was virtually 
ithe only source of recreation to the | 


men, outside of two motion picture | 
\theatres and one gymnasium. Thea- | 
tres are currently playing “Jolson | 
Story.’ Gym was built in huge 


warehouse, one of two designed to | 
supply two divisions of American | 
troops who were to push an attack | 
against Japan through the Kurile | 
Islands. Army station on Adak 
broadcast during the morning get- 
up hour, then went off the air until 
noon. when it played for two hours | 
and then stopped until dark. Broad- | 
caster said that all radio equipment 
worked well in the cold with the ex- | 


ception of battery operated sets, 
which froze. 
All 20 correspondents fiew in a 


| whereby all of the 
| road 


| Dean will be 


|major league baseball games. 


| special C-54 supplied by the Army. 
!Men worked in pairs when out in 
ithe open, each watching the other’s 
face, which was the only portion of 
anatomy exposed to air. If a yellow- 
ish-brown spot appeared, Daly said, 
the partner knew that flesh was be- 
ginning to freeze and could warn a 
|man in time. 
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| KOZY’s Cozy Setup 

















Kansas City, Feb. 4. 
KOZY, the area’s pioneer FM ra- 
dio station, is getting a commercial 
foothold, based upon sales results 
for January, the first month in 


lL 2 3. 
which it has tried to sell time and 


ed cashiman | facilities. After a month of selling 
station has piled up $15,000 in bil- 
HOLLYWOOD 





| lings, according to O. R. Wright, 
promotion manager. 

Month was something of a trial 
period, but commercial operation 
will be the policy henceforth, 
Wright said. Station had previously 
operated on a subsidized basis. 

Concurrent with its switch to 
time-selling KOZY is expanding its 
facilities. Plans call for 3 kw. with 
a 70-foot, 2-bay G. E. antenna to be 
|in operation about the middle of 
'this month. Wattage has been about 

1,200. Station is licensed up to 10 
| kw., and will push up to that grad- 
‘ually. 





HERE THEY ARE! NEW Parodies! | 


Introductory offer! Parodies on standard hit 
songs. Good for years. Only $1.00 each. Six 
for $5.00. Funny! Brand new! 

GAGS! “PUNCH LINES” No. [ and “PUNCH 
LINES” Noe. 2. (Contains over 200 fresh 
gags in each PUNCH LINES). Written by a 
ten gagman for Me's, Comics, Disc Jocke’s, 
Magicians, Ventriloquists, ete. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 West 43rd Street New York City 


























ON TARGET 


Even when it looks easy, the ball doesn’t 

drop into the basket by itself. It takes 
energy, skill and experience to score con- 
sistently . .. which is why so many of Amer- 
ica’s finest radio stations have chosen Weed 
and Company to represent them. 


WEED 


RADIO eh gy 


REPRESENTATIVES 
EW YORK -BOSTON- CHICAGO - DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD 
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Dizzy Gabbing Gets 
Second Chance, Dean 
Signed for St. L. Browns 


St. Louis, Feb. 4. 
Fears that Dizzy Dean, whose in- 
imitable slaughtering of the King’s 
English has endeared him to baseball 
fans in the midwest, would not re- | 
turn to the air next summer, were 


dispelled last week when Dancer, 
Fitzgerald, Sample closed a deal/| 
home and on-the- 
Louis Browns 
Teamed with } 





games of the St. 
will be aired over WIL. 


gabber of KWK who was bought for 


the stint 
Last season, the Griesedieck Brew- 
ing Corp., and the Falstaff Brewing 


suds dispensing and | 
broadcast all local | 

Griese- | 
Ruthrauff & | 


Co., rivals in 
radio advertising, 


represented by 
used Harry Caray and | 
Street, former big league | 
as the mike men. 


dieck, 
Ryan, 

“Gabby” 
manager 
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lard, Charlie Spivak, Dick Stabile, 
Gary Moore, Jack Teagarden, Frank 
Devol, Peggy Lee, Benny Goodman, 
Herb Jeffries, Art Kassell, Hal Der- | 
win, Pinky Tomlin, Merry Macs, De | 
Castro Sisters, Ken Curtis, Spike | 
Jones, Basin Street Boys, Judy 
Canova, Louanne Hogan, Matt Den- | 
nis, Dave Barbour, Jack McVea., 
Hadda Brooks, Betty Hall Jones, 
Johnny Moore and Three Blazes, 
Johnny White Quartet, Emma Lou 
| Welch, Connie Haines, Frankie 
| Laine, the Starlighters, Sir Launce- 
lot and H. C. Farnham. Bands were: 
Louis Jordan’s, Spade Cooley’s, Jerry 
Brent’s, Ear! Spencer’s, Buddy 
Baker’s Dozen and Tommy Tal- 
bert’s. Assisting in m.c. chores were 
KFWB’s jockey stable: Martin 
Block, Frank Bull, Maurice Hart, 
Bill Anson, Lou Marcelle, Gene Nor- 
man, Peter Potter and Stuart Ham- 
blen, (Eddie Cantor, Dinah Shore, 
George Montgomery and Freddy 
Martin failed to show). 

Top contribution came from the 
Hollywood Turf Club which gave a 
check for $10,000. 











Wee Mart 


Continued from page 34 


date. Last year, 72% of the new 
licensees were small-town operators, 
Their attitude on the role stations 
must play in shaping public opinion 
rather than reflecting it is considered 
important in view of their numbers 
and the belief that they are less 
equipped to do all-out job of edi- 
torializing. 
Other Small 
actions included: 
Following the lead of earlier NAB 
committees and board meetings, the 
Small Market men adopted a resolu- 
tion endorsing work of BMB as “a 
long step forward in the develop- 
ment of the stature of radio as 
an advertising medium.” Committee 
urged all small-town stations to use 
BMB data to the fullest. 
Committee went on record in favor 
of boosting program sales and min- 
imizing sale of excessive spots as 














Market Committee 


order of Gen. 


| KFWB | sports 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





St. Louis—Edwin H. Fisher, former 
merchandising manager of Time 
magazine and promotion manager 
of Sports Afield, has been appointed 
sales promotion director of KMOX, 
local CBS outlet. 





St. Louis—The Veterans Adminis- 
tration Certificate of Service for 
1946 has been awarded to KXOK by 

Omar Bradley. The| 
was made by B. C.| 
Administrator of the | 





| Presentation 
| Moore, Deputy 


Johnny O’Hara, sports | St. Louis branch of the Veterans’ Ad- 
| ministration, 


Selected by audition 


Cincinnati 
Dallas DeWeese 


from 75 applicants, 
joined the WLW staff last week as 
the Sohio reporter for morning, | 
noon and evening newscasts tagged | 
by Standard Oil Co. of Ohio. He re- | 
places Daniel Riss, who filled the | 
slot for several: years and is moving 
to California. 
que | 
Cincinnati—WKRC, 
|rated a steady calendar 


which inaugu- | 
of juvenile ; 


activities last summer by | 
————- Continued from page 36 jaa ponsoring ae pimiat Olympics in| 
this area, is the Cincy tagger fo 

ing on-stage through doors cut in a/|the Golden Gloves tournament 
20-foot facsimile of a recording in| Boxing bouts for the simon pures 
the stage center, and groups alter-| here take place Feb. 4, 6 and 8 | 
nately appearing on either of the | a 
40-foot sides of the stage, eliminat-| ouyisville—Town will soon have 
ing stage waits and making for fast |a total of six a.m. stations on the 
switchovers. lair, WKYW, to be operated by 
The show opened with Sheriff | Radio Kentucky, Inc. will begin 
Eugene Biscailuz’s Boys’ Band and | airing about the middle of February. | 
10 champ drum majorettes, suc-|A 374-foot transmitting tower is 
ceeded by the following profes-| being erected, and studios are being | 
sionals: readied in a downtown location. | 
Bob Hope, Skitch Henderson, | Eugene Sandford, local business man 
George Jessel, Bob Nolan and Sons |and tenor vocalist is president of 
of the Pioneers, Martin Block, Tex | the new firm. 
Tyler, Jo Stafford, Phil Harris, | monenent 
Betty Rhodes, Andy Russell, Joey Nashville—WSM has put a rate in- | 
Preston, Page Cavanaugh Trio, Betty | crease into effect, and has eliminated 
| Hutton Paul Weston, Dick Haymes, | the 10% discount for 52 weeks of | 
Helen Forrest, Hoagy Carmichael, | consecutive broadcasting. Advertis- | 
Pied Pipers, Margaret Whiting, Mel ers on the station can go along on| 
Torme, Johnny Mercer, Slim Gail-| the old rates for a year, providing 


first show is dated before end of 1946 
and providing program has gone on 
without interruption since, 
wise, new rates prevail. 


Syracuse—WNDR, Syracuse's fifth | 
Monday at | 
1260 on the dial and a wattage of | 


station, went on the air 


5,000, 

Louisville—Don Hill, town’s 
sports announcer and head of 
WAVE sports staff, was awarded a 
trophy by Sport Guild of Atlanta 
for being adjudged the top play-by- 
play basketball sportcaster, between 
halves of the Kentucky-Notre Dame 
game Sat. (1). 





Muscatine, Ia.—In its first week of 
operation on the air, KWPC had eight 
remotes, two special highschool 
presentations, two sports interviews, 
two wire recording—one introdu- 
cing one of Iowa’s new senators— 
plus the fact that all of newscasts 
are edited by a full-time news man 
with a definite local and regional 
slant. In first week, 28 newscasts 
averaged over four local stories per 
day, 


Other- | 


vet | 


of programs placing 
phasis on news, music, and Sports, 
Dedicatory ceremonies, formally 
introducing WRNY policy, purpose, 
and personalities to the listener 
public, were aired on 7 Station 
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 2. P; resident 
of the company is vated B. Kelly, 


Special em. 





Memphis—Matty Brescia 
signed as night editor of 
Central Division to become 
motion manager of WMPS. 
phis. Brescia was with NBC 
for 10 months. 


has 
the 


re- 
NBC 
pro- 
Mem- 
Central 


Hartford —- Larry Edwardson has 
been renamed president of the Cen: 
tral Connecticut Broadcasting Co, 
| Organization is currently awaiting a 
decision from FCC on a license for 
a full time radio station at nearby 
New Britain on 910 kaycees and 5.- 
000 watts, 


Des Moines—Wayne Crew has been 
appointed sales promotion manager 


of KCBC, Des Moines, which took 
to the air Feb. 1. He was formerly 
radio promotion director for the 
| Register and Tribune and later was 
production manager for KRNT, Des 
Moines. He has been in radio 12 
| years, 





“HIRES TC YA‘ 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 


























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 


M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn” 
Ae remeron cma! A ee 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 








Rochester, N. ¥.—Pointing for a 


casting Co., 
the Rochester area with a schedule 





late January opening, WRNY, owned | 
and operated by the Monroe Broad- | 
soon will be serving | 


AVAILABLE 


10 years diversified experience in top 
positions Radio — Theatrical—Adver 
tising-—-Recording flelds. Excellent ref 
erences, Available now in New York 
Can travel. 

Box 858, VARIETY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 19 














SS 


men 





FN THE THE CENTER OF 





SAL 





aid to better programming of the} 
small market stations. A committee | 
member reported success in his | 
policy of encouraging the sale of | 
programs by giving salesmen a 20% | 
commission on program sales, and 
only 12%% on spots. 

Committee resolved that “further 
devélopiment of retail advertising is 


vital to continuation of present 
broadcast system in the smaller 
markets,” and urged small-town ops 


to make heavy use of NAB’s recent 
report on “Radio for Retailers.” 
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CENTER OF THE UTAN MAPKETS 


THE UTAH MARKET. 





JOHN BLAIR & CO, NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
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e r udience for almost an hour with 
Plas varied a repertoire as one could 


¥q there. 
is friendly spirit, which was noted in 
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THAT BOTTLE / 


LOVE 


THOSE BOTTLERS If 


MORTON 
3 DOWNEY 


—<=aax| Just concluded four years 


frien out 


lily 
peing practical yo, weds" e witho 
ne tried oy os "out of tie Waldo you could iment. ene tea * , . 
e The place was of some § om tte’ t 
encores. “ - in the stomach’ OF ve vney opening ta as one of the most © n ee ad | r Oo r CCM 


o . 
ing your ghted and reported thr had been des y, whe 


ning lingsle 
a n’ because even se e eingside table 


history: i . ear a 80) 
gensasb iD ve been sump ik Club; aPP hor, who is 7 
And it must Mieen out of his nicist. Even Ged fn his customary su 


has the ace ary world, #PP to 
Steve Hannas 1m restaura a Shor 
with nce Astor of like Billingsley ‘he 





































NOW AT 


= THE WEDGWOOD ROOM 


ee penne 86 oll WALDORF-ASTORIA 


“Showmanship and talent are still Fdzation of the gathering in the Wedg- 
hotest commen denominators INE wood Room on the night that I was 
show business, -= Le Leihipeng 4 eee hg. J aay sy a mmareenee 

r-century of pertor a thing to wa only because the 
quarter-consery average night-club client, with his 
mind on his. next-drink or his last F: 
remark, is notoriously a tough party FE np, 
to mesmerize. From the moment E 
4 Downey walked into the spotlight, — 






















































eh hear—then, brother, 4 manipulating his Irish personality, — 
Be — ny ue. . : 2 until the moment, about an hour Bis . ee T | 
A At the preem pe 4 le*‘er, when he was grudgingly al-§: : 














a lowed to give up and go home, he § 
E4so bewitched his audience that dur- § 
4 ing his light numbers even a tenta- f 
4 tive smile on his part provoked af 
ts— E4 burst of laughter and during the sad 
f4 or slow ones you could have heard a 
"Ea tip drop on the rug. 
Ea The Wedgwood Room appeared to 






















“The light, lyrie . 
’ e 
wed Re 5, cocentas a Mevten 
° e Pper Gael, 
capacity throng to pang Sh 
Room of the Waldorf-Astoria ‘in one 


of th ‘ 
rh. _ season’s most memorable 


BACK ON THE AIR 






























‘abe just as crowded by Downey en- Over ¢ 
-_ ag ses thusiasts last week as it was by. maintained a hola om nie oat _ 
MERE LEA sia inatra followers a couple of months § which includ Se ie wit a 


es some of the bi Z 

mame of he Business ‘ana secaif 

2 tribute to th - 

be e en 

manships of his type of show- 

t takes a star to hold 
th 

- in the Wedgwood Seon, aa 
- or cafe entertainer who wants 

the top. Morton holds it.” Z 


‘ mag eee o this : ago; and although the boys’ tech- 

‘Morton Downey ane awit the fi niques are exactly opposite, it’s not 
roe temiliar charm and boyishness. — hard to see why they are both suc- 
a ihe moment he sat down at the F cessful. Sinatra makes you want, 
— in the center of the floor the bite sprawl, out and listen, while 
piano ~ © ‘had the customers in fg Downey makes you want to sit up 
Irish singe his hand and kept them and listen; Sinatra has one meod, 
the palm of his awhich he is willing to stick te in- 


definitely, while Downey depends on 


ce EW SHOW 


THE NEW YORKER. Beton ta ~g tele 

































Singer looked well and exuded & 


the reception accorded. His whistling 








Owney, smooth thrush, never bet- 


te 
. a ny now at Waldorf Wedgwood i 


LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Mirrer. 


interpolations and side patter in in- — Sa gee 
troing numbers also registered solid.” ea i le 
ie DON MARSHALL, Billboard. § Be , -" j — - 
HOES ee ee BR fog: Sa of ! 3 
> eg : in the m bs a 
“ oe What @ d : 
j WOW OF THE WEEK: Morton Extiseerr hand. sf P Pp ee 
an se ss ° 
sense * t to hea oe 
oROTH 


M. C. A. 
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Hiked Costs Worry Diskbox Confab; 
Direct Sales, Free Plates Pushed 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Convention of 10,000 members of | 
the Coin Machine Operators Assn. | 
here, which started Monday (3), in- | 
dicates that diskbox operators. are | 





Dick’s Sister, Dora 


It didn’t take long for a fol- 
lowup for the new novelty hit, 


going to great lengths t6 get out; “Open the Door, Richard” to ap- Someday You'll Want Me. .Dash 
from under the heavily hiked op-; pear. Bish ; oot SN, ccc ad cays bo .. Yale 
erating costs they have been facing. Music publishers in New York Too Many Irons.. Connelly 


last week were offered a song 
titled. “Close the Door, Dorah,” 
by Clarence Gaskill. Not one 
has touched it so far. 


One of the moves they have made 
is to approach the major recording 
manufacturers for a pjan of direct 
selling. Another a wild idea and 
whether it has actually been brought | 


up at the convention is unconfirmed 
—but it is said some ops would like G ° N Y 
Roosevelt Grill, N. Y., 
To Fold for Summer 


to figure out a method to make 
music publishers supply them with 
recordings of their songs. 

Grill of the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., 
which in recent years has main- 
| tained a policy of remaining open 


First plan is said to have been} 
refused by the disk manufacturers. | 

through the summer. will fold for 
the hot months this year. Room goes 


It would entail the elimination of all 
distributors to coin machines, there- 
by saving the box operators that | 
i »mé > ; ‘ofits. uying . , 
jiske her eam ge et \dark June 26 on the completion of 
would mean a saving of 2c. or 3c. a | Lawrence Welk’s run and reopens 
Aug. 25. Opening band is mot yet 

set. 
Welk follows current Guy 
Lombardo, the perennial occupant 


disk, @ ovel 

free platters of their songs for disk- | Ol the Grill, on March 24 and shore 

box insertion is unquestionably | ably will stay to closing. Lombardo 
. . . = . es 23 Co “o> = 7 C “2 F: me- 

founded on the theory that the disk- | '5 being set up oe percha. c 

box today is the most important ex- | night dates for 1e sump " 


is 








sizable computed 


a vear’s time to some large-scale 


the 
vperators 


Idea of making pubs cough up 





ploitation medium for a new song 
recorded by responsible artists. 
Since the publisher profits hand- Dreyfus, Charlton Deal 


somely by a hit, the ops apparently | 
feel that the cost of supplying them 
with the_records would be negligible. 


U.S. TUNES RIDE HIGH 
IN AUSSIE SCHEME 


Sydney, Jan. 15: 
Sheet music Sellers, radio program 
arrangers, and orchestra leaders feel they have not been renewed. 
that U. S. tunes will maintain popu-| New deal with 
larity in this Aussie zone throughout ‘have gone through if the latter had 
the year, as in past spans. Coin 


machine men echo that feeling. 


For Lyrics Falls Through 
Dreyfus music combine joined 
| Irving Berlin last week as a major 
publishing firm unattached to any 
lyric magazine for the use of 
material. Dreyfu*, who had a dual 
agreement with Charlton Fublish- 
ing and DS Publishing, which split 


: P : lexclusive hold on the combine’s 
Hits with the localites at the mo- | lyrics, but the sale of lyric mags has 


ment include:—“Sioux City - Sue,” | fallen off so sharply that the figure 
“Oh! What It Seemed to Be, Dig asked. a reported $80,000, was 


You Later,” “Some Sunday Morn-| geemed by Charlton to be too high. 
ing’ “Here Comes Heaven Again,” | 
“Under the Willow Tree,” “Ill Be | 
Walkin’ With My Honey,” “It’s Been | 
a Long, Long Time.” 











Jeffries Eighty-Sixed? 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Disk jockeys tesi their weight to- 
night when vocalist, Herb Jeffries, 
is named initial candidate for jock- 
eys’ nix list. He failed to show as 
promised to substitute for Bob 
McLaughlin, ill, on pilot’s daily 
show over KLAC, here. McLaughlin 
will ask his fellows to play no more 
Jeffries platters, and has had it in- 
dicated by organization sparkers, 
Bill Anson and Peter Potter that 
they'll press tHe measure at regular 
meeting tonight (4). 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





Bernie Miller Again Stricken 

Bernie Miller, attorney for nu- 
merous music and band agencies 
and the latter’s talent, suffered an- 
other heart attack last week in New 
York after recovering nicely from 
the first he experienced several 
months back. Miller had been out 
of action for some time and had 
just gotten back into the swing 
when he faltered again. 

His condition is described as good. 








1. For Sentimental Reasons (11) (Leeds)... ! ae y is on = Ro aes 
2. Open Door, Richard (1) (Duchess)...... bet. Viele 
8 Anniversary Sone (1) Mond. {A FMI ose Da 
4. Old Lamplighter (12) (Shapiro-B)...... { Rav" Mave ++: Fite «0 


5. Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (5) (Hudson)..... 


e 
iy 
a 


Hoagy Carmichael....Decca 


oa sip Freddy Martin...,....Victor 
6. Managua Nicaragua (2) (Encore).,... Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
Perty- Come. .. .ccsee Victor 

eh | een ery Sistas Gawalieso..... Decta 
¢ re { Dinzh Shore.......Columbia 

8. Oh. But I Do .(3) SPREE). os us cnSbsése i] Margaret Whiting "h .Capitol 
snl: ee { Tex Beneke...... .... Victor 

9. Gal in Calico (8) (Remick) .......... ‘** ) Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
10. Kay Kyser... ...,.Columbia 


PAe eyes st) Vnene VE). «<2... Connee Boswell.......Decca 


Coming Up 


Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


*ereees* ) Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 

Sooner or Later (Santly-Joy) ........... as . eve... . cae Victor 
° , : > { Dinah Shore .Columbia 
li Close My Eyes (Maurice).............. ) Mildred Bailey ....Majestic 
- et} \ Margaret Whiting... ..Capitol 
NED 4c GeRs dnbde ids 2ccbbeosatd ses ) Johnny Desmond. .... Victor 
NO Ce eis ce tapas vere . Al Jolson . oer 


You Can't See Sun (Simon)....... Vaughn Monroe......Victor 


§ Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
** ) Andy Russell Capitol 
Jan August.........Diamond 
King Cole Trio......Capitol 
Les Brown.......-Columbia 


. § Paul Weston.,.......Capitol 
Just Squeeze Me (Robbins) ** ) Dick Jurgens......Columbia 


This Is Night (Jefferson)....... 


Miserlou (Colonial) 


re + eee 


Best Man (Vanguatd) ..........scsceeceees 


eeeeeee 


‘Anti-ASCAP Bill 


its | 


rights to Dreyfus catalogs and the | 
payment of $65,000 last year, let its | 
|eontracts expire six weeks ago, and | 


| 
Charlion might 


agreed to pay Dreyfus price for an | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan, 23 °47) 
London, Jan. 24. 
Five Minutes More..Ed. Morris 


To Each His Own...... Victoria 
Old Lamplighter.........+- Dash 
You Always Hurt......... Wood 
Anniversary Song...... Connelly 


Sweethearts Never Old....S-M. 


Dream Again........ Box & Cox 
BS Pee ee Wood 
"THT EOL. Cb cecs evens Chappell 


Second 12 


Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 


It’s All Over Now...... Connelly 
Sentimental Reasons....Maurice 
3 Beautiful Words. .World-Wide 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Da Vics Se 
Sooner or Later.... ...5un 


Things We Did...Edwin Morris 
Somewhere in Night.New World 
Night, Darling.....Macmelodies 
Always Remember Sterling 
Buttermilk Sky...Edwin Morris 
World Belongs to You.Strauss-M. 














Into Ind. Senate 


6) 





American Societys f Composers, 


which has | 


] 
faced anti-ASCAP actions in various 
states during the past decade or 
more, has another to contend with, 
jor at least lobby against. Bill was 
|introduced in the Indiana state sen- 
j ate last week making it unlawful for 
|any writers, printers or publishers to 
form’ a combination the object of | 
| W hich is to control the right to per- 
|form musical compositions publicly 
| for profit. 

Just introduced, the bill 
been acted on as yet. 


Authors and Publishers, 


has not 


Garr Gifts Frawley 
With Slice of Band 
As Payoff for Injury 


| Glenn Garr, whose band recently 
closed a tun at Donohue’s, Moun- 
tain View, N. J., made one of his 


ership in the band recently as a re- 
sult of a mix-up the two participated 
in together. Musician, Morey Fraw- 
ley, and Garr were in a Chicago 
ltavern sometime ago when a drunk 
|started a brawl into which they 
were drawn. Frawley, as a result, 
lost most of the sight of one eye. 


In return for Frawley’s handicap, 
which presumably was caused by 
Frawley’s attempt to help Garr, the 
latter gave him a sljice of the band. 


BMI Ups Chi Staff 
To Speed Licensing 


Chicago, Jan. 28. 
Broadcast Music has hired two 
men, Joe Gates and Stanley Myers, 
to assist Harold Ornstein in the new 
office being set up here to license 


local ballrooms and cafes for the use 
of BMI music. Gates, who was with 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in this ter- 





musicians a present of a part-own- |i 





ritory for 16 years, and Myers -ex- | 
bandleader, will go to New York for 
|confabs soon. 


| | 
| Ornstein has a meeting scheduled | 
| with the Chi Cafe Owners Assn. over 
|BMI's licensing aims. Cafe men’s 
| board will make a survey, presum- 
lably to cetermine the amount of 
' BMI music used in local clubs, and 
iwill go into a huddle with BMI 
| thereafter. 


| New Pitt Combos 
| 








Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Couple of new bands in the mak- 
ing around here. Bob Clayman, son- 
in-law of Dave Rubinoff, who used 
to have a top-flight outfit a decade 
ago but disbanded to become Rubin- 
off’s road manager for a while, and 
then subsequently went into the 
army, is reorganizing and expects 
to be ready with a 12-piece outfit 
in a few weeks. 


Another orchestra, currently in re- 
hearsal with arrangements by Max 
Adkins, one-time conductor of Stan- 
ley theatre orch, will bear corporate 
name of Mickey Lane, but is being 
fronted by Hal Terry and Howdy 
Albert with Mike Broderick as busi- 





Everything's Movin’ Too Fast (Capiiol).... Peggy Lee ..........Capitol 


ness manager. It’s being backed by 





Cal Smouse, an automobile man. 





Divvy Up 


There's a sharp feeling of discontent among the few minor stock. 
holders of the Robbins Music combine over the latter's purchase from 
Metro producer Arthur Freed of the Variety Music catalog and there's 
a definite possibility a suit may result. Metro, which owns virtually 
all of the stock in the firms grouped under the Big 8 tag, i.e., Robbing 
Feist, and Miller, secently purchased the Variety firm from Freed for 


$150,000 after he had bought it for $30,000. 


the Walter Jacobs catalog. 
What has the minor stockholders 


It was then known as 


in Robbins burning is the fact that 


no dividend from Big 3 earnings was declared this year for the first 


time in four or five years. 


And they are convinced that the lack of a 


dividend was caused by the $150,000 payment to Freed. They violently 
disagree with the manner in which the transaction was carried out 
without their knowledge and consent, and intend disputing its legality. 











The instrumental trio may never | 
take the place of the Bunsen Bur- 
ner, but nevertheless: it looks as if 
it’s here to stay. In recent weeks 
several male vocalists have been re- 
cording with trios rather than lush 
orchestral backgrounds, until the 
tendency has begun to assume a dis- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 





tinct trend. The latest is Sinatra. | 
He and Axel Stordahl will undoubi- | 
edly continue to go steady, but it’s | 
significant that one side of the new- | 
est Sinatra Columbia..“That’s How | 
Much I Love You"—utilizes the | 


| services of the Page Cavanaugh Trio. | 


There’s nothing radical about this, 
of course. Jean Sablon, for ex- 
ample, used to chant in Paris to the 
background of a trio that included 
Django Reinhardt, while Bing 
Crosby, on an early theatre tour, | 
groaned to an accompaniment pro- | 











Best Bets 

Dance—‘I'm Gonna Lasso a 
Dream” (Tommy Tucker) and 
“Speaking of Angels” (Tex 
Beneke) 

Novelty—“That’s How Much 
I Love You” (Frank Sinatra) 

Hillbilly—‘“I’m Gonna Be Boss 
From Now On” (Bob Wills) 

Hot—‘“Happy Go Lucky Local” 
(Duke Ellington) 

Ballad—“How Are Things In 
Glocca Morra?” (Tommy Dor- 
sey) and “You’re Driving Me 
Crazy” (Mel Torme) 











vided mostly by another great gui- 
tarist, the late Eddie Lang. Only 
in the past few weeks, however, has 
the background intime-and-on-the- 
beam really hit its stride. 

The trend is understandable. For 
one thing, a trio background en- 
ables a vocalist to eliminate arduous 
hours of rehearsing complicated or- 
chestral arrangements. For another, 
a trio on a recording date costs a 
lot less than a full band. Then, too, 
there is the cozier atmosphere pro- 
vided by a small group. Things are 





more flexible. 

But to get back to Sinatra’s “That's 
How Much I Love You”: it’s great 
stuff. A pseudo-boogie woogie af- 
fair with a clever lyric, it gives him 
a fine change of pace. He does it 
superlatively and the Cavanaugh 
group backs him. Every jock and 
juke in the country will ‘spin this 
side to ribbons. Reverse is “I Got a 
Gal I Love” (a Cahn-Styne extract 
from “Ladies Man”). Here, to 
Stordahl’s harmonies, the Voice goes 
cowboyish with laudable results. In- 
cidentally, his friend Pedro puts in 








Suggested Program 

“Oh, Johnny, Oh, Johnny”— 
The Andrews Sisters (Decca). 

“Bill’—Tommy Dorsey (Vic- 
tor). 

“Casey 
(Decca). 

“Jim’—Jimmy Dorsey (Decca). 
_. “Happiness Is a Thing Called 
Joe”"—Woody Herman (Colum- 
bia). 

“Sam and Delilah”—Lee Wiley 
(Liberty ). 

“Open the Door, Richard”— 
Count Basie (Victor). 


Jones"—Terry Shand 











his first appearance since “The | 
Coffee Song.” You'll hear this side 
too, but “That’s How Much” will be 
the nickel-snatcher. 

We're a bit tardy in getting around 
to Mel Torme, but his Musicraft of 
“You're Driving’ Me Crazy” just ar- 
rived. Torme, as you doubiless 
know, is being rather brashly ex- 
ploited as the New Sinatra, which, 
all in all, is a little confusing to 
those who see nothing wrong with 





the old Sinatra. For all this, 
though, Torme has something on the 
ball. He has taste, musicianship, and 








a whispery voice with boudoir ap- 
peal. Sonny Burke's band’ gives him 
an. unobtrusively effective back. 
ground. Given any kind of promo. 
tion by Musicraft, this could become 
a big, big seller. Flipover—“]{'s 
Dreamtime”—is considerably less ex. 
citing, Torme, by the way, should 
watch his enunciation. 


Two “Finian'’s Rainbow extracts 
“When I'm Not Near the Girl ] Love” 
and “How Are Things In Glocea 
Morra”” constitute Tommy Dorse, g 


newest Victor. “Glocca” is the bet- 
ter side and will do all right. Stuart 
Foster warbles. Dorsey’s handling 
of “Girl” is baffling. He drags what 
is supposed to be a buoyant, lilting 
waltz. 
“Richard” 


is 


still 


moving from 
portal to portal. Newest versions 
are Lips Page's (Apollo) and The 
Three Flames (Columbia). For the 


| kind of people who fancy “Richard.” 


these are for those kind of people. 

Decea, which has been bringing 
out a number of old items, has re- 
issued Hoagy Carmichael’s chirping 
and pianoing of his own “Stardust” 
and “Hong Kong Blues.” With Car- 
michael more popular now than at 
any time in his career, both these 
faces should have a renaissance on 
the Wurlitzers. 

Columbia’s “I’m Gonna Be Boss 
From Now On,” by Bob Wills and 
his Texas Playboys, will do swell 
in sagebrush sectors. A billy named 
Jesse Ashlock does the vocal with 


Wax Facts 


Jack Smith, “the voice with a 
smile,” does “I Tippeti My Hat and 
Slowly Walked Away” and “If This 
Isn't Love” with the Clark Sisters 
on a new Capitol. “Tipped” is prairie 
stuff that has a fair chance of catch- 
ing on. Smith sings the “Finian’s” 
tune with enormous energy. “Sep- 
tember Song” continues to come out 
in various versions, the latest being 
a Musicraft by the Teddy Wilson 
Quartet. It’s a nice job and Sarah 
Vaughan sings it more impressively 
than most girls who have tried it. 
Backing is an _ instrumental of 
“Moonlight On the Ganges” . 
Stan Kenton’s “His Feet Too Big fur 
De Bed” (Capitol) is a Cuban 
calypso. It’s a clever idea that un- 
fortunately doesn’t quite come off. 
Nevertheless it should entice a mod- 
erate Seeburg play. June Christy 
and the Pastels handle the lyric. 


Reverse is Seger Ellis’s ballad, 
‘After You” Duke Ellington 
plays “Happy Go Lucky Local” 


(from his “The Deep South Suite”) 
on his first two faces for Musicraft. 
The band, as always, is great, but 
Duke has written better music than 
this. Disk’s pull will be primarily 
with hot fans .. . Tex Beneke's “It 
Might Have Been a Different Story” 
and “Speaking of Angels” (Victor) 
are two jukeish-sounding _ ballads. 
Full-voiced Beneke band plays them 
very effectively ... Elliot Lawrence's 
mounting popularity should put his 
“They Can’t Convince Me” and “Let's 
Put Our Dreams Together” (Colum- 
bia) among the better-than-average 
sellers, but, for our taste, the band’s 
style (which Columbia likes to think 
of as “dreamy”) is almost soporific. 
We got the feeling that vocalist Jack 
Hunter was about to drop off to 
sleep any minute , Tommy 
Tucker's “Anybody’s Love Song” 
(Columbia) may turn out to be one 


|of Tucker’s most popular faces. Both 


it and its backside, “I’m Gonna Lasso 
a Dream” are excellent dansapation, 
by the way. 


Shelby York Named Sales 
Mgr. of Majestic Records 


Shelby York was appointed new 
sales manager for Majestic Records 
last week, He'll work under general 
sales manager A. J. Lindhelm, with 
offices in Elgin, Il. 

York was formerly sales managet 
for one of the smaller indie labels. 
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AFM Beams Pleasantly on Bands 
By-Passing Agencies in Bookings 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. * 

American Federation of spony 
execs have grown alarmed over the 
state of the dance band biz and are 
focusing attention sharply on it to 
determine what can be done. After 
check of situation with numerous 
jocals in keys throughout nation, 
AFM computes that musicians dur- 
ing past four months and two months 
to come will have lost $1,000,000 in | 
salaries, due to the many top name | 
combos folding and small spots drop- 
ping live performers and musical | 
combos. 





As vet the Federation has not burst | 
into the open with any boldness, but 
already many officers of locals as- 
sertedly have told distressed mem- 
bers to book themselves into ball- 
rooms, if they are not tightly tied to 
agencies. Theory is based on angle 
that a dance promoter, hard-pressed 
himself currently, may be more 
easily induced to use an orch if the 
nut does not include pecuniary pro- 
vision for the 10-20% commission 
automatically going to a booker; pro- 
moter would not need so great a gate 
to meet his nut and the musicians 
themselves would net as much. (The 
only fly in this ointment is that most 
agency contracts demand commis- 
sion payments whether they book a 
date or it’s done direct. Some won’t 
split commissions when another 
agency books one of their proper- 
ties). 

AFM-is not likely openly to en- 
dorse such a stunt, of course, but al- 
ready agencies across country are 
aware that lesser-name bands are | 
trying to book directly. Further, it is 
no secret that the Federation frowns 
on bands signing long-term booking 
contracts. Out here bands are frank- | 
ly advised now by Local 47 not to| 
sign with an agency for more than | 
three years, and word has swept 
around that one year is enough. 

With the info tipped that union is| 
interested in the angle of agencies’ 
commissions and how they are said | 
to affect playing dates, the Western | 
Ballroom Operators’ Assn., mutual- | 
aid organization of all top terpalace 





operators and one-night promoters| problem is to fill succeeding weeks | 


west of the Rockies, is mulling a vol- 
canic experiment. Org’s secretary- | 
treasurer, Marty Landau, admitted | 
over weekend he is calling a board | 
of directors’ powwow next week to 
ask that a rep be hired to deal di- 
rectly with bandleaders on prices, 
ignoring agencies, and where possi- 
ble making buys sans agency repre- 
sentation. 
also lay out routes for the one-night 
promoters, thus performing another 
agency function. Whether this de- 
parture will prove boon to the ball- 
room ops will have to be proved, as 
will its feasibility. 

It cannot at present be said there 
is any direct tieup between ballroom 
owners and the union, but the ops 
here seem on most warm terms with 
Local 47, and the execs of each side 
frequently have been huddling of 
late. Cps want to make money, and 
the union wants its members to 
work. To date maneuvers of both 
seem to be edging agencies into a 
corner. 


Beneke, Marg Whiting, 
Sinatra Top WNEW, NY., 
12th Anni Balloting 


Tex Beneke orch, Margaret Whit- 
‘ing and Frank Sinatra won out by 
substantial majorities in the semi- 
annual balloting for top people in 
their categories, conducted by Mar- 


ti: Block over station WNEW 
(N. Y.). 


Beneke, as favorite band, got 33,- 
415 votes, with Vaughn Monroe next 
with 23,066, and Harry James third 
with 21,562 votes. Miss Whiting’s 
vote as favorite female vocalist 
topped that list with 46,263, Jo Staf- 
ford getting 33,481, and Dinah Shore 
32,006 votes. Sinatra’s vote as top 
male vocalist was 51,933, incidental- 
ly giving him the biggest single 
voi: of anyone in any category. 
Perry Como was second on the male 


| 





list with 36,569, and Bing Crosby | 


third with 20,665. 


Block's “Make Believe Ballroom” 
marked its 12th anni on WNEW 
Monday (3), 





~ 


Ham Fisher, creator of “Joe Pa- 
looka,” has written words to a tune of 
the same name, musie by Ted Moss- 
man. It’s slated for one of Mono- 
&grtam’s “Joe Palooka” series. 


This hired hand would | 


Downbeat Vice Bumps 
By Betty Rowland 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Betty Rowland, best-known and 
best-paid burlesque stripper in Far 
West, is planning to front a band, a 


Krupa, McKinley, Rich 
Could Do This Trick Alone 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Musicians’ Local 47 has 13,600 
members, of whom only about 4,300 
regularly are employed, but Enter- 
prise Productions had to search a 
week before it could muster 153 
drummers capable enough to thump 
the skins simultaneously for sound 
track of “Arch of Triumph.” 

Drums, tapped at varying inten- 
Sities, are used throughout film. 
Instruments were military 
drums, and the search to round up 
sufficjent number of men was as 





yen she long has nursed. After clos- 
ing stock stand at Burbank Friday 
(31), she is taking layoff, and will | 
cast around for a scale crew to baton | 
during local ballroom engagement. | 
Reportedly, Meadowbrook Gardens, | 
erstwhile name-band mecca which 
lately has been open but two nights 
weekly with 
ested in peeler and a combo as a 
biz hypo. 

Prime difficulty Miss 
expects to encounter 


Rowland 
is getting a 





local crews, is inter- | 


tough as the bush-beating by stick- 


| wielders. 





Decca- Finian’ 
Deal Falls Flat 


Deal between Decca Records and 
Lee Sabinson and William Katzell, 
co-producers of “Finian’s Rainbow,” 


membership card in Musician’s Local | through which the latter would have 


47, but as she has tinkled a bit of 
piano in past, hopes to get by the 
test. 


——— 


Band Biz Better, 
Cafe Rouge Seen 


Firm on Policy 


With business picking up nicely 
in the various band rooms in New 
York and in the guburban areas, it’s 
very unlikely that the Cafe Rouge of 
the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
will even temporarily discard its 
band policy, a move that had been 
mulled in recent weeks. 


James McCabe, general manager 
and buyer of the Penn’s music, says 
he “can’t kick about Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s (incumbent) business” and is 
not worried about the draw of 
Frankie Carle, who will follow. His 


with names sufficiently strong to sus- 
tain the pace Dorsey is setting and 
Carle’s expected results. 


This unquestionably means that 
the Penn this summer will not be 


| » 
| using lower-rated bands and conse- | 


quent lower marquee values as it 
did last year. It also means that 
Dick Jurgens, who had been ver- 
bally set to follow Carle, but with 
whom no contracts have been signed, 
may not come in. 


McCabe’s reasOns against using 
Jurgens is that a date at the Penn 
would be the leader’s initial location 
job in N. Y., and that the time is 
not ripe for Jurgens to make the 
move in view of such unsettled B.o. 
conditions. His is unquestionably a 
strong band in the midwestern ter- 
ritory, but it is untried in N. Y. and 
a brodie would do neither the band 
nor the hotel's band policy a bit of 
good. 


Cafes in and around N. Y. have 
found a much brighter b.o. picture 
the past 10 days or two weeks, as 
cited in VaAriery last week, and 
things seem to get better each day. 
Mid-week biz in virtually all spots 
has improved considerably, and 
weekends, which had been from fair 
to good right along, picked up com- 
mensurately. 


Local K.C. Indie Disker 
Uses Only Home Talent 


Kansas City, Feb. 4. 

| Kay-Cee Records, a new label, is 
| being marketed here by a new firm 
with John V. Prather as president 
and general manager. Waxings thus 
far feature local talent only, in- 
cluding songs by Al Crocker, long- 
time writer in these parts, vocal- 
instrumentals by the Four Tons of 
Rhythm, orchestra numbers by Ozzie 
Clark and Dee Peterson aggregations 
and vocals by Don Sullivan, KMBC 
cowboy crooner. 








Recordings are being made in 
K.C. with pressings made at the 
plant of the Alpra Corp., Emporia, 
Kans. Alpra has been producing 
records for some of the more popu- 
lar labels and it’s continuing the 
outside work. Kay-Cee records are 
being distributed along with Con- 
tract Records, a Louisville, Ky., out- 
fit of which Prather is manager. 
He's also g.m. of the Emporia plant. 





| been the first producers to partici- | 


pate on a royalty basis in the sale 
of Decca albums of their show’s 
music, fell through last week. After 
having agreed to terms calling for 
five cents pei album be yond th 
first 20,000 to Sabinson and Kaizell, 
Decca upped the ante, it’s claimed, 
to exempt the initial 50,000 books 
from royalty. Producers wouldn’t 
go for the change and the entire 
deal fell flat. 

There are other complications, 
however. Decca is said to have 
signed all principals in the cast to 
record the music for them, with the 
exception of Ella Logan (who in- 
sisted on top billing on the album 
cover). New attorneys, it’s claimed, 
do not know where the cast stands 
in the event another recording com- 
pany discusses a.deal with Sabinson 
and Katzell. If that occurs, and one 
is supposed to be cooking, there 
seems to be a question as to whether 
Decca’s contractual hold on the prin- 
cipals for an album which that com- 
pany will never make, would pre- 
vent the cast members from per- 
forming for another company. 

Miss Logan subsequently signed an 
album deal with Apollo records. 

Exempting the first 20.000 albums 
|from the payment of royalties, pre- 
sumably to allow Decca to make up 
its investment, apparently has been 
a normal procedure with that com- 
pany in the past. In these situations, 
however, only the stars in the shows 
whose reproduced se- 
cured royalty arrangements. Neyer 
before had a producer profited such 





music was 


had the Decca deal gone through. 


Jordan Opened the Door 
To Fletcher Suit, Disk 


! 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Decca Records was forced to make 
a second reéording of “Open the 
Door, Richard” by Louis Jordan last 
week, or face possible legal action 
by Dusty Fletcher and National 
Records. Job of redoing the disk, 
which delayed the campany’s re- 
lease of it, was completed not too 
soon before Jordan was cut cup by 
his estranged wife at Billy Berg’s 
nitery here last week and put out 
of action for a couple minths. 

It seems that when recordifg the 
tune originally, Jordan made some 
reference in the lyric to Fletcher, 
using the word “inebriated.” It was 
supposed to be a kidding remark. 
National and Fletcher, who was 
asked for a release by Decca on the 
use of his name before issuing the 
disk, didn’t like the gag and re- 
fused. A suit was threatened if 
| Decca put the platter on the mar- 
| ket. Jordan thereafter remade his 
; version, 





ASCAP BIGGIES DUE ON 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Three bigwigs of American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers due on Coast late this 
month to preside at series of pre- 
election meetings. In party will be 
Gene Buck, ASCAP prez emeritus; 
Deems Taylor, present prexy, and 
Johnny O’Connor, who will read an- 
nual treasurer's report to Coast con- 
tingent. 

Last year for first time in many 
the ASCAP board in N. Y. cancelled 
annual Coast meet, resulting in an- 
guished howls here from Society 
vets who were wont to bleat their 
beefs annually to visiting biggies. 








field | 


as Sabinson and Katzell would have | 


Remade by Decca Pronto 


COAST FOR ’47 MEET 





Michaud to 0.0. Coast 
Prior to Opening Office 


Arthur Michaud, 
Tommy Dorsey, Frankie Masters, 
| Ziggy Elman, Sy Oliver, et al., left 
New York for the Coast Friday (31) 
| where he will eventually set up an 
| office. More partial to the Holly- 
Sees area than N. Y Michaud in- 
| tends basing his activities there in- 
| stead of the east 





Dorsey, meanwhile, has no plans 
made to resume work. 
ideas up until last week of reorgan- 


| izing his orchestra to open sometime | 


|in April at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 


| brook, but after being off and on} 


| several times they've definitely been 
| dropped. He’s going to Miami for 
|a rest, after a brief trip to the Coast. 


NAPA Move Beats 
| ASCAP to Punch 


j 





On Copyright Law 


| National Assn. Of 


|American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers to the punch 
iin proposing amendments to the 
| Copyright Act of 1909 which would 


| require that coin machine operators | 


| pay a royalty for the use of record- 
ings. However, Speiser’s interest lies 
jnot in aiding or taking the play 
jaway from ASCAP in the matter 
| His proposed amendments, submitted 
|in Washington by Rep. Hugh D. 

Scott a week or so ago, also seeks 
|to protect possible royalty rights of 
{performing artists who make the 
|recordings used in diskboxes. 
| ASCAP, which has been preparing 
,to move for an amendment to the 
| Act itself, in an endeavor to wring 
jadditional revenue from diskbox 
operators, is as surprised as anyone 
else by the knowledge of Speiser's 
| move. It had not known of it, and 
|}presumably would have preferred 
‘to at least act in concert with the 
NAPA on the matter. 

As the 1909 law stands, it specific- 
ally prevents music publishers from 
exacting royalty fees from 
graphs and electrically operated 
pianos (the only mechanical uses 
known theri) unless an admission 
fee is levied specifically for the 
privilege of hearing such reproduc- 
tion. That’s the gist of it. Speiser 
would alter it by the simple process 
of striking out the reference to 
charging admission. 

His second amendment, long and 
couched in involved legal terms, 
would seek to protect the rights of 
performing artists and give them 
extra revenue from such use of their 
works. Both amendments have been 
referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


Stuart Foster Still 
On Tommy Dorsey Pay 


Stuart Foster, vocalist with Tom- 
my Dorsey’s orchestra for several 
years before it broke up two weeks 
ago, will remain on Dorsey’s pay- 
‘roll while he’s out of action. Foster 
| will leave for the Coast soon to do a 
| single at the leader’s Casino Gardens 
ballroom, Ocean Park, Cal., to keep 











sumes, 

When Dorsey expects to reor- 
ganize is anybody’s guess at the 
moment, including his own. 








| Smart Gal 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Concluding that band = singing 
|locally is too precarious an occupa- 
‘tion, Karen Jersun has quit the 
{canary business to take a steady job 
las hostess at downtown Mercur 
|Music Bar. Gal’s been warbling 
, around here with different dance 
'bands for couple of years. . 
Before that, Miss Jersun was a 
showgirl in Earl Carroll's “Vani- 
ties’ and later did a dancing single 
lin cafes for a time. 


manager of) 


He did have | 


Performing | 
| Artists, through its counsel, Maurice | 
|Speiser, seems to have beaten the | 


phono- | 


his pipes in shape until Dorsey re- | 


Whittemore, Facchine, Thayer Combo 
Sets Up New Mus-Art Booking Corp. 


4 Jack Whittemore, Russ Facchine 


| and Lyle Thayer, all ex-Music Corp. 
|of America executives, finally made 
| up their minds late last week on the 
| direction their alliance was to take 
them and their decision has resulted 
in the birth of a new booking agency. 
While the new outfit is at the mo- 
| ment devoid of properties to handle 
and is an agency on paper only, the 
formation of the organization, to be 
called Mus-Art Management Corp., 
is very important to the trade since 
it involves three men recognized by 
the music industry as among the tops 
in their line who can control, if they 
secure the proper artists, a fair num- 
ber of the best talent outlets avail- 
able. 

Howard Christensen, who manages 
| Jimmy Dorsey and a group of mid- 
western territerial bands, was to 
have been included in the Mus-Art 
picture, but for the present will re- 
main outside its confines. His man- 
agement contracts with J.D. and the 
|other outfits, mamely, Art Kassel, 
Jimmy Joy, Clyde McCoy and Sher- 
man Hayes at the moment preclude 


| 


his declaration as a member, since 
American Federation of Music 

regulations forbid one man or agency 
to be both manager and agent of tal- 
ent. Christensen’s position, how- 


| ever, must be looked upon as tem- 
; porary; he will pick up with Mus-Art 
at the proper time. 
Set Up L. A.-Chi Offices 

New outfit has secured offices in 
Los Angeles, where Thayer will be 
stationed. Facchine will operate out 
| of Chicago offices, and quarters are 
| being sought in New York to house 
Whittemore. When Christensen even- 
tually tosses in his lot with the trio, 
he will be a roving member of the 
band, dividing his time among the 
|} three posts. Harry Romm, who has 
set up an agency of his own in New 
| York in recent months, will handle 
the group’s theatre bookings. He 
has no other connection with Mus- 
Art at the moment but it’s not be- 
yond the realm of possibility that he 
may eventually step in as a partner. 

Mus-Art has been building for 
some time. It originated last sum- 
mer and fall with Christensen and 


Facchine, following the latter's 
1esignation from MCA. Thayer and 
Whittemore’s exit from the same 
agency followed, at least partially, 
on prearranged plans for them to 
join up. Not until late last week, 


however, did the quartet crystalize 
their aims. Prior to that, during a 
meeting in Chicago, they had arrived 
at no definite plans as to whether a 
management or booking agency 
would be the best bet—or whether to 
forget the whole thing and go their 
separate ways. 

Meanwhile, the various agencies 
now in existence have been deeply 
interested in the plans of the quar- 
tet, not only in view of the possi- 
| bility of a new rival (which some 
| executives agree will be a stimula- 
(Continued on page 52) 


18 Others Join Granz 
In Exiting Esquire Mag 
Jazz Supplement Board 


Norman Granz, director of the 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” troupe, 
started something two -weeks ago 
when he resigned from the judges 
board of the Esquire mag annual 
jazz supplement. His move was fol- 
|lowed by 18 others, with two of the 
|remaining four refusing to join the 
move and the remaining pair in Eu- 
| rope and unapproachable. 

Cause of the move, first by Granz 
and later by the others is their as- 
sertion that this year’s jazz edition, 
;} out about a month ago, was an “Ed- 








| die Condon issue” brought about by 
the complete editorial control held 
‘over it by Ernest Anderson, Condon’s 
manager. It was charged that Con- 
|}don and Anderson's friends received 
|the majority of space and mentions, 
jete.. while the winners of the an- 


| aul jazz poll were badly fluffed. 
Mal] Braveman, Dan Burley. Brick 
Fliegel, Leonard Feather, John Ham- 
| mond, Don Haynes, George Hoefer, 
| Mike Levin, Paul Edward Smith, J. 
| Mize, Frank Stacy, George Simon, 
|Barry Ulanov, Bob Thiele, Harold 
Jovian, “Foots” Thomas, Bob Lough- 
j lin and Harry Lim were those who 
resigned. Dave Dexter flatly refused 
,to put himself out on a limb by tak- 
,ing the same stand, along with 
|\Charles Edward Smith. Timmie 
Rosenkrantz and his wife, Inez Cav- 
anaugh, are in Europe. 
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Where Are We Heading in Int! 
Copyright? Geiringer 0.0.s Problem 


By JEAN GEIRINGER 

(Former officer of the Interna- 
tional Confederation of Authors’ So- 
cieties; Now Director of Foreign Re- 
lations of BMI.) 

At a time when the nations of the 
world are moving rapidly toward 
workable solutions of international 
economic, political, and social prob- 


melyvy to re- 


it would 
view the 
national 


lems, seem ti 


general iter- 


copyright. 
Specific phases of 

problem have 

tail in 


problem of it 


the copyright 
been dealt with 1 e 
umerous technical journal 
peen recorded the 
utes of the various national and in- 
ternational copyright 


or have min 


50 years. This, however, is an at- 
tempt to present objectively the 
overall accomplishments in the field 
of international copyright. A little 
statement of facts might well clarify 
the problem and,-perhaps, suggest a 
workable solution 

There is no doubt that technical 
aavances in communications lave 
encouraged the world\y 
tion of creative works. 

No one can deny that a free in- 
terchange of such works among na- 
tions promotes mutual understanding 
and, thereby, contributes greatly to 
the cauge of lasting peace. But the 
tangible benefits to the creator of 
such works must keep pace with the 
areas of exploitation if he is to be 


ide exploita- 


encouraged to continue his creative | 


efforts. Only when a way has been 
found to protect creative works in 
every country with a minimum of 
formalities will this worthy objec- 
tive be achieved. 

Certainly, works created in the 
few countries which have no inter- 
national copyright relations will not 
have much chance to be published 
or performed in foreign lands. It 
may well be in the interest of such 
nations to enter into relations with 
other countries in order to make 
their creative genius known to 
others, 

2 Known Relationships 
At the present time there are two 


conventions 
which have taken place in the past | 


{known types of relationships be- 


‘tween countries for the protection | 


of copyrighted works. The first re- 
jlationship is that established by a 


reciprocal agreement between two 


countries whereby each agrees to! 


protect the copyrighted works of the | 


other, The second relationship is 
international 
three or 


Subscribers to 


that established by an 


ention to which more 


countries subscribe 


ich a convention adhere to its rule 
d egulations for the protection 
of literary and artistic orks among 
all the members 


; 
The convention relationship would | 
seem to be more in harmony with | 
our global thinking, for by such an 
instrumentality each country would | 
automatically protect the works of | 
all others. Many attempts to formu- | 
late a worldwide convention have | 
been made, The Berne Convention 
founded in 1886 and many 
countri¢ the Eastern and | 
Western Hemispheres became 
bel Because many of the 
scribers, at the time of signing, ha 
national copyright laws which were 


Was 
both in 
mem- 


sub- 


|partly in conflict with the proposed | 
international law, it was deemed 
expedient in the interest of greater 


membership to accept such members 
with certain reservations. Later on, | 
however, at a revision conference a 
resolution was passed which denied 
prospective members the privilege 
of membership with reservations. 
The effect of this resolution was to 
i discharge certain countries which 
| would otherwise have become mem- 
| bers. 


| 


i There exists a 
|Hemisphere convention, commonly 
| called the Pan-American Conven- 
| tion, Within the membership of the 
|two conventions are the great ma- 
| jority of the nations of the world. 
| A solution would seem to be found, 


special 


| therefore, in effecting a bridge con- | 


|vention between the two which 
| would encompass the membership 
|of both and -thus stimulate a world 


(Continued on page 53) 
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10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Feb. 1) 
Anniversary Song.........Mood 
Old Lamplighter.....Shapiro-B 
For Sentimental Reason.Duchess 
Managua Nicaragua......Encore 
Oh, But I Do......+....Witmark 
Gal in Calico..... ease Remick 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah .Santly-Joy 
I'll Close My fyes......Maurice 
Ole Buttermilk Sky. .Burke-VH. 
Huggin’ And Chalkin’...Hudson 


Second 10 





,. Oxford 


Blue Skies—i“Blue Skies” ... 
For Sentimental Reasons......... 











last 
did not 


and Publishers 


apparently have as 


|membership in a week or 
the annual elections, which 
be completed by mid-April. 


two 





much 


|on the ballots due to go out to the | Years and Years Ago 
for | You Broke the Only 


|directors was named by the Ameri- | 
can Society of Composers, Authors | 


The remaining 20 songs of the u 


week. Society | Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Published by the Office of Research, 


| 


AFG. GO | aquest 


t Filmusical. * Legit Musical 


Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun”, 


seek, from 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover. 
age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks, Pub. 
lished by the Office of Research, Ine. 

(Survey Week of Jan. 24-30, 1947) 
A Gal In Calico—i“Time, Place, Girl”..... edevbvreccececed Remick 
A Rainy Night In Rio—;“Time, Place, Girl”’.,....... 


soe oees Witmark 


And So To Bed wre vy reer ctee. & Cee ceeerereereereeereses coos aMmous 

. ~~ ae aay? 
Anniversary Song—“Jolson Story” o....e.ssee-veseeeese+e+MoOod 
Bless You wird Fido 9 . «rt eee deere eee rete eeeveeseeees ONapiro-B, 


. Berlin 
. Duchess 
»Berli: 


seeeerae 


ee) aS Pe | Gotta Get Me:-Somebody To Love—i“Duel In the Sun”.,.,. Morris 
AT. ie Feist | Guilty tol re rs Sowa 6 ahd cow Eb s00 00 +0000 ened CIBt 
Sooner or Late Santly-Joy | How Are Things In Glocca Morra ‘Finian’s Rainbow”..,..Crawfotrd 
Open Doo Richara Leeds I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode AWAayY..ccccccccecsccce Mille) 
For You For Me Chappell 19) Close By Eves. cs... cccocsdecccuceesscocedes waeehaas $00 eeUrice 
Girl That I Marry Berlin “| It's a Good ERS MRI FTN (aehebesses apt ae Capitol 
September Song Commarea: “| Sits: ANE Sieke Meee... .. dtanneameisieghe sss etuneiere . BMI 
Rainy Night in Rio Remick | Life Can Be Beautiful Mi 
Uncle Remus Sak Santly-Joy Managua Nicaragua beim is i Enceo, 
Things We Did Morris | Oh, But I Do -+*Time. Place, Girl’ .. Wit rk 
| Oh Why, Did I Ever Leave Wyoming?... TYeLTeTeeee Feist 
| Old Lamp-Lighter eee Se dy hay Ie ae Pe Shapiro-B 
= | Ole Buttermilk Sky—i“Canyon Passage” ........+++4.. Burke-VH 
ASCAP Flection | On the Other End of a KisS....0.00.s0.c000. Sea Civbbeess ; -Beverls 
| September Song ...........+- eccceses. Crawford 
| Sonata Tec rer ed shanks edomiad WA «Bb 0060446 660500608 bavee estore 
B Sooner Or Later—i“Song of South” .,..........eeeeeee8-+- Santly-Joy 
Oar ame | Things We Did Last Summer, The..... yo ret ore E. H. Morris 
Uncle Remus Said—i“Song of the South”...............+.. Santly-Joy 
Whole World Is Singing My Song ....... ...... a tobbi 
Nominating board which will} You Keep Coming Back Like a Song—j“Blue Skies”. Be: 
|select the nominees to Oppose in You'll Always Be the One I love—t“Song of South”.,.. Sant Toy 
cumbent members of the board of | Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—i“Song of South” Sant | 


the copyrighted Audience 
Music Broadcast on Radio Networks, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director, 


| trouble this year as in past, in get-| All By Myself 4% Gaal Berlin 
| ting men to serve on the nominating Among My Souvenirs ...... T. B. Harms 
| board. At this time last winter, some | Connecticut ........ Tue Harry Warrer 
| difficulty was experienced in round- | Far-Away Island ie i ae . SAT ria »... Leeds 
|ing up sufficient members for the| For You For Me Forever—i“Shocking Miss Pilgrim”.......Chappell 
chore, due to the claim of many | Huggin’ and Chalkin’ .......+....... Rar r Pay es ....Hudson 
that it was a thankless task and a|.[ Gotta Gal I Love Seu se wees se RNOUS 
| difficult one securing people to op-| [’ll Never Love Again ae ed Po eh 2 . Pee! 
pose the strong incumbents. |My Heart Goes‘Crazy—i“My Heart Goes Crazy”..,... ..+. Burke-V. H 
New board will include’ Por the | (There Is) No Greater Love aie ee weed Pe Ore T World 
publishers, Jack Robbins, Bernard | Open the Door, NE Salk sb8 cafe 4 cae 600s OREUERVE Lee ‘ Duchess 
Goodwin, and Willard Sniffin: f6r | Rickety Rickshaw Man Dee cgi Neds A satel dy, : - Southei . 
|the writers, Mitchell Parrish, Mack | me Would =f My Heart Goes CFOLYT eee sue eeds + Burke-V, H. 
|David, Clara Edwards, Al Good- | That g the Beginning of the End ABC 
heart. Leonard Whitcup and Vic | rhere Is No Breeze TreTECT.CeLarrL Ty e eve ° Robbins 
Mizzy. This Is the Night so ball. RRs ss oes  OCREROO 
‘ RU NR a iinacb dks cveeadecerivese sda 0.5 EA bh wee: des bee’ Dorsey Bros. 
They will select the names to go} Too ee Ee ee er eee : brent < ese vanced 


.. Bourne 
.Chappell 








BREGMAN, VOCCO and CONN, Inc. 


NEW 


(AD 1 - 
) dG ( HIG 














Wednesday, February 5, 1947 























, 
tbe 
L 5 nis 2 music by Peter De Rose 
lyric by Charles Tobias 

, When a song gets aterrificdise = = ’ 
vis send-off from top artists .. . and THAT's W | FPF | CA 
when “first pressings” total over a e Ones Tobias © muysi- by Pete 

half. million records, you can be sure... * moderately Slow with much expression) 

It's Headed for Top Popularity! 
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VICTOR 
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rag | = INK SPOTS 


DECCA 


DICK JURGENS 


COLUMBIA 


RAY McKINLEY 


MAJESTIC 


TED STRAETER 


SONORA 


JACK FINA 


MERCURY 


DEL CASINO 
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Fastest Growing Hit On The Networks 


: | TIPPED MY HAT 


(AND SLOWLY RODE AWAY) 


words and music by larry Morkes and Dick Charles 


re te ne rnc 


Acclaimed The Outstanding New Ballod By The Entire industry! 


THERE IS NO BREEZE 


(TO COOL THE FLAME OF LOVE) > 


h ¥ by A dre o ~ Qa! d Ro e Re nstetn 


— en pen ncn 
ett iaid « . = 
he ee . 


ROBBINS MUSIC of6)°4 10)'e-WElel. x 799 Seventh Avenue, N. Y. 19 
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‘Smoke’ Joker Snarls Suit, Issue 
May Not Reach Fundamental Trial 


song is recorded, to protect their 
mechanical rights. 
lows any record manufacturer to cut 
it at will, so long as he pays the full 
figures to become a very important | statutory 2c royalty rate. 


A joker turned up in the suit 
filed in the U.S. District Court, New 
York, last week over the song 
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes,” which 


test suit if and when it goes to trial. 


Longines-Wittnauer tossed the ac- | licenses the first recording of it, the 
tion at T. B. Harms, asking a de-j|pub can restrict 


claratory judgment to compel the 
music publisher to accept payment 
for the transcribed use of “Smoke” 
on a radio transcription at the rate 
of 2c per record. This is contrary 
to the accepted 25c per performance 
rate exacted by publishers on their 
own valuation since the 1909 Copy- 
right Law does not specifically cite 
transcriptions, which were then un- 
known, as a mechanical or any other 
right. 

Longines’ contention that a tran- 
scription is the same as a mechani- 
eal right as it applies to a popular 
recording may never be tested. It 
seems that Harms has never filed a 
“notice of user” on “Smoke” with 
the Copyright Division at Washing- 


ton (all pubs do this the first time a went ahead and recorded the tune, 


The filing al- 








tune’s use for | , 
llisher’s failure to file “notice of 


“Public Domain” 


Harms to file a 
the tune despite the fact that it 


times, puts the “mechanical right in 
the public domain.” This is the way 
|attorneys interested in the case look | 
the situation, 
'allows Harms an avenue of escape 
lfrom testing the transcription angle 
‘by the simple expedient of not de- 
manding payment for Longines’ use 
of “Smoke” and nullifies Longines’ 


Up until now, the publisher has 
never asked Longines’ for payment. 





























SANTLY-JOY, 


1619 Broadway, New York 19 
Tommy VWalando, Gen. Prof. Mar. 








NIGHT SHALL BE 
FILLED WITH MUSIC 


COLLINS - FIELDS - MARKS 





then asked for a license for 200 per- 
formances of it on the basis of 2c ac- 
companying the request with a 
check for $4 each. Harms, through 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers in such matters, returned 
the check and told Longines’ the 
rate was incorrect, stated the cus- 
tomary rate, and advised that any 
other basis of payment would con- 
stitute an infringement. 

Regardless of whether the above 
circumstances allow Harms to dodge, 
if it chooses, a test suit, or proves 
that Longines’ suit has no solid 
foundation in law due to the pub- 





user’—Fox and Harms and other 
major pubs would like to see the 
question settled once and for all. 


LOUIS JORDAN CANT 
WORK FOR 2 MONTHS 


Louis Jordan, knife - slashed on | 


Coast on Feb. 26, won’t be able to 
work for nearly two months. He 
left Pasadena hospital Monday (3) 
and will rest, hoping he can resume 
with a date at Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., ia late April. His combo has | 


disbanded and will lay off until re- | aa 


formation 


Berle Adams, Jordan manager, | 
states Jordan will not bring any | > 
| charges against his estranged wife, | 
|who did the cutting and who has 
been released by police. According | 
to doctor who attended Jordan in | back to England yesterday (Tues- 
| day). 
affect a nerve and may necessitate | : 


Pasadena, cuts on his left hand may 


an operation inthe future. What 


keeps leader from working are | 


slashes about the lips which pre- 
clude singing or sax-tootling. 





Exclusive to Open Wax 
Plant Around Gotham 


Hollywood, Feb. 4 

Exclusive Records, Coast - born 
waxery, will open a pressing plant 
in or around New York by early 
| spring. As soon as prexy Leon Rene 
finishes opening second plant here 
next month he will scoot east to get 
project popping. 

Only one other of the myriad indie 
platteries which have sprung up 
herein past five years ever ex- 
panded to possessing an eastern 
ylant, the now bankrupt ARA. 


| 





On The 


New York 


Charlie and Henry Tobias have a 
“Brother” song, written last year, 
which was then approved by the 


Anti-Defamation League .... Four 
Notes cut new sides for Interna- 
tional Records next week (15)..+> 
Benny Goodman's first Capitol rec- 
ord to be released March 1.... 
Johnny Bothwell orchestra resumes 
name band policy at Terrace Ball- 
room, Bronx, N. Y., Feb. 26... .Mil- 


| waukee blizzard cancelled Stan Ken- 


ton one-nighter at George Devine 
Ballroom iast week....Cab Calloway 
goes south on one-nighter tour Feb 
15 for first time in years....“Old 


Lamplighter” song by Charlie To- 
bias was on shelf for six years; his 
“That's Where I Came In,” another 
plug tune, is three years old.... 
Arnold Shaw, exploitation head for 
Leeds Music, wrote music, Rosemary 
and Stephen Vincent Benet the lyric 
to a new educational book for kids 
made up of original tunes based on 
and written around the lives of per- 
sonalities prominent in U. S. history 
the tune “My Dearest Uncle Sam” 
Teddy Powell and Little Jack 


Little into music publishing biz to- | 


gether with “Oh My Achin’ Heart” 
Jerry Lewin moved to Harms, 
Inc., contact staff....Louis Dreyfus 


Hollywood 


Tommy De Carlo, ex-BG trumpet, 


bows Friday (7) at Pete Pontrelli’s 
terpalace ... Jack McVea’s combo 
opens at Red Feather tonite (5)... 
Hal McDonald, oldtime Whiteman 
drummer in the 20's who of late 
years has been studio musiker at 
Universal-International, opening mu- 
sic store here next week, selling and 
servicing nothing but drums .. .Desi 
Arnaz orch set for Feb, 7-9 and 14-16 
stands at Aragon ballroom .. 

Vaughn Monroe, who opened last 


ers here and get him studio attention 

Horace Heidt says he will def- 
initely re-form band after Feb. 15 
when his contract with MCA expires. 





———______ 


Upbeat 


Heidt quit batoning nearly two year 
ago after tiff with agency.” Bud 
Overbeck, MCA bandbooker, weath. 
ering siege of grippe; ditto Car} Von 
Ritter, his opposite at rival GAC 

Teen-Agers band a,ain one-niting 
around area... Hal McIntyre com. 
ing to Coast this spring, with Wile 
liam Morris office now digging dates 
Band last here for stand at Palladium 
three years ago... Gerald Wilso i's 
recently formed crew into Billy 





Leeds took over from Sun Music | 


night at Palladium, anxious to whack |} 
at pix; toward that end he has hired | 
Russell Birdwell to pop off firecrack- | 


Berg’s, vice Louis Jordan . Wile 
lard Alexander arrived over week. 
end for a fortnight sta H - 
King crew set for indef d af 
Mark Hopkins, San Franc April 1 
Kansas City 

Julia Lee and Baby Lovett. Canis il 
Recording artists, soo i 
waves for a local spons S m 
man Hayes band. which just clos d 
lat the Muehlebach hot l, will wax 
| for National Records ... Gordon Du. 
|dero band winds up two months in 
ithe Drum Room of the Pr: sident 
| hotel and returns to St. Paul hotel 
iSt. Paul, crew’s home stomping 
ground . . . Vaughn Monroe and 
Camel troupe in for one-nighter at 
| Municipal Auditoriun Count Ba- 
sie orchestra played a hi { n 
date with a dance in the A torium 

.. Will Back orchestra take « in 
|the Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach 
;during February ... Frank Wilson 
| band into the, Penguin Room of the 
Continental hotel .. . George Wins. 


low band has replaced Ozzie Clark 
crew as the current resident band in 


|\formed own eight-piece crew which | 
Srtt-picce Ww which | the Pla-Mor Ballroom 











Always Sung—All Ways Popular 
MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


THAT’S MY DESIRE 


1 SOLD MY HEART 
TO THE JUNKMAN 


WHEN YOUR OLD 
WEDDING RING WAS 
NEW 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 
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TRIANGLE MUSIC CORPORATION 


ROCCO VOCCO 
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AND THE GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA 


featuring 
GARRY STEVENS and THE MELLOLARKS 
























































































































































































































































Repeat Winner | 
MARTIN BLOCK “MAKE BELIEVE BALLROOM’ 
ORCHESTRA POPULARITY POLL 
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For Second Time in One Year! 































































































Currently se “TREASURY BANDSTAND 
CAPITOL THEATRE CBS COAST TO COAST 


NEW YORK SATURDAYS 3:30 to 4:00 P.M. EST 



























































































































































VICTOR RECORDS 























































































































gbhéiad Menagemens GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
DON W. HAYNES ieaiy sin Elo beatin Ciuc nner Renin 
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LA. Disk Jocks COIN DEMAND SNAFUS 


Liquidate Cuffo 
Band, Pix Plugs Chicago, Feb. 4. 


Xavier Cugat might have inaug- 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. | urated a name band policy of a sort 

Free rides are over for all mo-|at the new Copacobana nitery here, 
tion pictures and other entertain- but he demanded his entire salary 
ments, say local disk jockeys. At/| for a four-week run, at $8,500 per, 





the second meeting of the Disk|in advance. Sam Rinella, who with | 
formed to buck the|his partners spent around $100,000) 


Jockey Assn., 4 ‘ om 
trend toward replacing pilots with | getting the place going, couldn't see 
name bancsmen, etc. it was voted | Cugat’s demand to put the coin in 
by two dozen attending that cuffo | eSctoW and dropped the plans. i 
plugs in any form are out Cugat would have opened Feb. 25 


No mentions will be given unless | °F 26 for four weeks, followed by 
. - ‘ So : ’ - 7 an 
they are paid for announcements Rudy Vallee, who's drawing $7,500 
Nix applies to pix, ballrooms, thea- weekly for his first cafe date in 


years. He’ll work as a single, Cugat’s 
date was being set by Associated 
Booking Corp., through Music Corp. 


tres, niteries, etc., whether or not 
recorded mus‘c being played origi- 
nates from a sock picture or if the 


band or personality being heard by of America. ABC also booked 
listeners is currentiy appearing at a Vallee 
local stand. at SA Sore Tegan 

Group will also start an intensive Major music publishers were 


drive to corral all of the odd-50! plenty burned last week upon find- 
jockeys ovlying the trade _ here. | ing copies of a tune being published 
—-——-- |by Forster Music distributed on 
Chuck Foster orchestra has had its , tables at the Commodore hotel, N. Y., 
option ,'cked up at New Yorker;at the opening of Eddy Howard's 
Hotel, N. Y. until April 1 and may | orchestra. Practice is against Music 
continue into summer. ‘ Publisher’s Contact Employees rules. 
e 


S CG 

















— 
Vw a 










‘y 


CUGAT’S CHI COPA DATE 


| Mus-Art 


Continued from page 47 


tion to the business), but with a 
thought to the talent they may lose 
to them. For example, Jimmy Dor- 
' sey, who has long been known to be 
at odds with General Artists, 
huddled with GAC prez Tom Rock- 
well Friday (31) afternoon. His con- 
tract with GAC is up in September. 
Rockwell would like a renewal. 
MCA Interested 

MCA was deeply interested, too, 
not only due to the talent it may 
lose eventually to Facchine, Thayer 
and Whittemore, but also due to its 
coveting the return of at least two 
the three latter men: MCA’s in- 
terest in the new organization may 
switched Mus-Art’s plans to 
booking rather than managing. One 
of MCA’s top men is said to have 
advised the Mus-Art quartet that 
MCA would deal with them if they 
into management, but sepa- 
not collectively. In other 


of 


have 


went 
rately, 
up aS a management 
| MCA might exercise its AFM-given 
| right to pass on or reject a manager 
| selected by an artist. This AFM 









BG PEDDLES MANAGER - 
TICKET ON ART LUND 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Benny Goodman has sold _ his 
managerial interest in vocallist Art 
Lund to William Morris agency. 
Four months ago chirp told Good- 
man, with whose band he worked, 
that he wanted more coin and no 
more road trekking. Batoneer ex- 
| plained he was under tight pact and 
| must fulfill dates. Result was that 
| Lund, in semi-huff, literally went 
|into retirement. 
| Deal whereby Morris office takes 
lover thrush is an amicable settle- 





ment. with Goodman due to receive | 


unspecified slice of future booking 
fees. Primarily Morris here at- 
tempting to sell Lund to films, but 
there is a possibility he will return 
as a fixture on Goodman’s airshow. 


1S 


Whiteman Assist On 
| Dorsey Bros. Pic Preem 


| Paul Whiteman will help launch 
\the state-wide premiere in Penn- 
sylvania the week of Feb. 26 of the 
\“Fabulous Dorseys,” by working out 
|a two-way broadcast on his Wednes- 





words, if the group set themselves |\day night show on the ABC net. As 
organizatione } 


it’s planned, the Dorseys, Jimmy and 
Tommy, will be at the Harrisburg 
premiere of the picture with Penn- 
sylvania’s governor. They will be 








Leeds Music in New 
Campaign for Higher 
Availability Rating 


Leeds Music, which has been dor. 
mant in ths fight for a higher avyaij. 
ability rating since its last rejection 
by tite American Society of Com. 
posers, Authors and Publishers, ig 
starting a new campaign. Publisher 
last week asked for an appointment 
with the Society's publisher’s classi. 
fication board, which governs availe 





ability-point boosts, to again argue 
lits case. 

Twice in the past Leeds has be en 
|upped from 750 to 1,000 points py 
ASCAP’s appeals board, only to be 
knocked back to the lower figure by 
the classification committee. At one 
time it had thoughts of aligning with 


Broadcast Music because of the deal. 








> © 








| 


| rule has never openly been used by |cut into Whiteman’s program, with 
| an agency; there have been whispers, | the latter in New York, and so se- 
| however, of one or two refusals by | cure a national send-off for the indie 
| an agency to do business with pros- | pieture, being released through UA. 
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Hit Tunes for February 
(On Records) 


ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS (marks) 


Dick Haymes—Dec. 23731 ©~ Desi Arnaz—Vic. 20-2052 
Hal Derwin—Cap. 336 © Herb Kern-Lloyd Sloop—Tempo 984 
Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apollo 1034 
Don Alfredo—Pan.-Amer. 076 


BEST MAN, THE (vanguard) 


Les Brown—Col. 37086 © King Cole Trio—Cap. 304 
Reme Vincent—Dec. 23749 © Sunny Skylar—Mercury 5004 


COFFEE SONG, THE (Valiant) 
Lovis Prima—Maj. 7191 © King Sisters—Vic. 20-1943 
Frank Sinatra—Col. 37089 © Andrews Sisters—Dec. 23740 
Dorothy Claire—Enterprise 227° 


EV’RYBODY LOVES MY BABY, 
MY BABY (Goode) 
Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-1914 © Pied Pipers—Cap. 279 
Three Suns—Maj. 7180 © Gene Krupa—Col. 37078 
{1 LOVE YOU) 


FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS (duchess) 


Eddy Howard—Maj. 1071 © Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-1981 
Elia Fitzgerald—Dec. 23670 © Dinah Shore—Col, 37188 
King Cole Trio—Cap. 304 © Art Kassel—Vogue 781 
Fran Warren—Cosmo 514 © Brown Deots—Maneor 1041 
Skip Strahl—Emerald 106 


1 GUESS I'LL GET THE PAPERS 
AND GO HOME (Campbell-Porgie) 


Mille Brothers—Dec. 23638 © Hal Derwin—Cap. 288 
les Brown—Col. 37066 © Herbie Fields—Vic. 20-1962 
Hal Mcintyre—Cosme 507 © Ray Herbeck—Four Stor 1132 
Shep Fields—Vogue 764 © Tommy Ryan—Famous 7004 


LL NEVER LOVE AGAIN (ta Borrachita) (Peer) 


Dinah Shore-Xavier Cugat—Col. 37090 © Andy Russell—Cap. 20035 
Desi Arnaz—Vic. 20-2020 ® Tito Guizar—Mercury 6006 


IT’S ALL OVER NOW emi) 


Peggy Lee—Cap. 292 © Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-1981 
Russ Morgan—Dec. 18922 © Three Suns—Maj. 7205 
Orrin Tucker—Musicraft 15091 © Vera Massey—Diamond 2039 
Frankie Carle—Col. 37146 © Connie Haines—Mercury 3034 
Jack Mclean—Coast 8002 © Jimmy Palmer—Arvid 7050 


MANAGUA, NICARAGUA Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2026 © Guy Lombardo—Dec. 23782 
Kay Kyser—Col. 37214 © Gordon Trio—Sonora 3032 
Twe Ton Baker—Mercury* © Dick Peterson—Enterprise* 


OPEN THE DOOR, RICHARD (duchess) 


Three Flames—Col. 37268 © Count Basie—Vic. 20-2127 
Jack McVeo—8 & W792 © = Bill Samvels—Mercury 8029 
Lovis Jordan—Dec.* © Charlie Spivak—Vic.* 

Pied Pipers—Cap.* 


RICKETY RICKSHAW MAN, THE (Peer) 


Eddy Howard—Maj. 7192 © Two Ton Baker—Mercury 3047 


WE COULD MAKE SUCH 
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC (emi) 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2095 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37222 
Monica Lewis—Sig. 15068 © George Towne—Sonora 2002 
Billy Butterfield—Cap.* © Blue Barron—M-G-M* 


WHAT MORE CAN I ASK FOR? (London) 


Guy Lombardo—Decca 23782 © Jack Mclean—Coast 8003 
* Soon to be released 
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| pective handlers ef talent. 


| Talk.of Tommy Dorsey's possible 


| connection with Mus-Art is a lot of 
| conjecture, born of his dissatisfac- land key city theatres all on Feb. 26 


In addition to the Harrisburg pre- 
miere there will be unveilings in 50 
or more Pennsylvania small-town 


| tion, for the umpteenth time, with | 5, 97. 


: : All dates have been definitely 
his connection with MCA. 








His Con- | scheduled. 
| tract with that agency has four years; Reason for the - Pennsylvania 
| to. run and it’s not likely that he | splurge of premieres is that the 
| will oy freed from it despite his ' porseys hail from Shenandoah, Pa. 
a ast week to the AFM. In the | Whiteman’s participation in the idea 
,event he does, however, it’s very lis due to the fact that the two 
possible that he would go over to| 
teas iad - | brothers once worked as sidemen 
acl as - ‘for him. 
? 
Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 
| Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Emil Coleman®... Waldorf (400; $2).... .......6..008. 16 2,450 44,525} 
| Jimmy Dorsey... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50) ....... 5 2,225 13,575 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 5 1,425 8,125 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2).. ......... 13 2,100 34,550 
| Eddy Howard.... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)..... soces: O~- thee 1,300 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........... 12 1,125 13,075 





| * Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Morton Downey; 
New Yorker. 
+ 4 days. 


Ice Revue at 


= 
~~ 


Chicago 

Henry Branden (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach: 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Took it on the chin from snow and sleet; poor 3,500. 

Don McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Considering 
weather McGrane did handsome 4,000. 

Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; 2.50-$3.50 min.). 
| Brutal 2,000. 
| Victor Lombarde (Panther Room, Sherman; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Lom- 
bardo and Jan August replaced Thornhill Friday (31); fine 5,000 consid- 
ering the elements. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer; 650; $3.50 min.). 
turn with good 4,500. 





Surprising up- 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Ever-solil 3.200 tebe. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). Brisk 3,100 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


Chicago 

Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk: 500: $2-$2.50 min.). 
able week. 

Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650: $3.50 min.). 

Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 

Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 
pretty 5,000. 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 





Cushy 4,300 this miser- 
Top 6,500, snow or no. 

Hefty 19,000. 

700; $2.50 min.).,Bad weather didn’t dent: 


Near top 18,000. 





(Los Angeles) 

Al Donahue (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 4th wk.). 
4,000, poor. Stan Kenton opens tonight (5). 

Art Kassel (Aragon, B, Ocean Grove, 9th wk.). Xavier Cugat in again 
on three-day weekend and pulled take to fairish 7,800. 

Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 4th wk.). Pallid 5,000 
| or fewer. 

Charlie Spivak (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 6th wk.). Final frame touched 
| moderate 13,000. Vaughn Monroe opened last night (Tues.). 

2 


AND SO 


Windup week around 








‘Richard’ Rises in Chi 


| Chicago, Feb. 4. 

| Biggest surprise in record biz here 
in the past few months is the rapid | 
rise of “Open the Door, Richard.” 
Platter, which was not in the first 
twenty here previous to this week, 


has soared to number one sales posi- 
tion. In last two weeks, sales reps | 
for Black & White Records reported | 
‘orders for Jack McVea rendition of | 
jover 80,000 for northern Illinois | 
| alone. 

Other sales offices reported sim- 
‘ilar proportional sates. 
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(Johnny Mercer-Robert Emmett Dolan! 
Recorded by 


With MEL TORME and His Meltones 
Musicraft Record No. 441 
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The Bailad Hit for 1947 


Let's Put Our 
Dreams Together 





Victor: CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Columbia: ELLIOTT LAWRENCE 
— with more to follow — 


eymZCOH4 ACOOZPHY 
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Dove of Peace Flies | 400 CLUB,NY, FILES | ry oe 
C 
At Western Ballroom PLAN FOR PAYOFF | '™"! Vopyrignt =f Music Notes 
Operators’ Get-To ether Nat Moss’ 400 club which last week | ; Continued Eom page 48 aaa Gears 4 
ig Hollywood, oe 28  vdiadieadan Ya the 10 bagel en . Geetecten | creative Bob Miller, national director of songpluggers’ union, arrived in Holly- 


Pe | : ; : wood Mond: (3) on annual visi » solicit ads for program for rir 
. Western Ballroom Operators’ Assn. | ‘$5 PTOPOsing to pay off unsecured In order to build such a bridge, A z + ee <tr + : — : Eagar ne le sete — 
- ca larly placid ti ‘| creditors 24 cents on the dollar at however, the regulations of both benefit performance of “Finian’s Rainbow Harry Hume joined Harry 
Idas ar acid meetin st | - ; : ; i mm 
on held a singu my : ple . 8 last the rate of 1% monthly. First pay- conventions would have to be recon- Warren Music Co.’s Hollywood office. Hume formerly repped Jewel on 
a » thi 10 ‘ = , 4 . i ilo LORE ries ~ . , . : 
n- week, from which two determinations | ment to be made 30 days after ar- a A recent Inter-American con- | Cgast....Murray Lazar, once with Rudy Vallee Publ. Co., starting own pub 
o : > lin .| rangement is accepted. erence in Washington. which met , . : 
ig flowered. me “i vas - x up the wale Bes . ere - to conside her eh to th Pai firm....Theodora Lynch, lyric-soprano, pacted by Enterprise Records, 
ganization with similar midwest} Spot filed last week listing assets ee | eee Se eee | a * Je Se ED Nef a 
er ee ee ee: ; American conventi sought . Which also has bought from trustees of bankrupt ARA waxery an album 
a kk, aeniicoes aisha +! of $505,500 and liabilities of $195.500 merican convention, sought to pre 
nt group an J ie ere The arrangement petition also atic pare fer the possible future con-. of six sides of Rimsky-Korsakov, which Miss Lynch disked but were never 
. . ; . j « , . bs a . 4 7 2 ¢ a x 7 , y : " . . . ; 
sic association into a_ national body. for full payment of wages, which is sti eae of such a bridge conven- released. _Nacio Herb Brown. Jr.. new Coast ep for Stewart Musie 
> wester 2-nite pro- ‘e } ’ a , | tion. The success eir efforts can , “ wi ; jae . , 
le Other is for western one-nite pro required by law, while secured pace am adh i ay, . Co....Dave Fleischer reviving “bouncing ball” musical film shorts 
oa ont 4 : Parcing : — vend a ‘ . ; ae nly >» determine yen a l A en 
ue moters to-set about forcing a lower creditors including first.and second their findings are ratified by the re- Roy Acuff to Hollywood from his Nashville e to cut eight sides for 
salar lands ortgagees would get all their : e — ‘ ; ' 
ing of salary demand : Ina — = : * : spective governments, which at the Re ( H MI y re ! ( st 
. . qaougn I r tne pian I mort- ! 
n Meeting here was characterized by ' Sia ae e pial Ms t ne nresent time eseame arohiemat : ~ 
‘ : , gage nolder would get $150 weekly |~ ; 
nee f : eg: 4 y Sic ee 4h ’ 4 
y absence of a delegate from Music until total of $30.000 reached The Berne Convention é R S I Je ! Ben 
ve Corp. of America, although all other’ while the $20,000 second mortgage Another solution to the problem Se \ € ecore ct he € 1 f 
a band bookeries were represented wou be aa out at une rate ol ght be found R gs ape 3ern Cor : ‘ ] I ( 1 SIX ea 
Bookers sat down with the ops, ls- S100 weekly Spot also listed other elf. Should a t , Artic le 1 R¢ 
u . loans totaling $30,000 De tlered t ine nex re\ < oO t 
al. tened for several hours to their tales , ; - Ber nape See ee a ‘ A-\ 
sani : ; ' Club owes a total of $55.500 in , te7eEnce ¢ e Berne Conventio u Formed ‘ ore ¢ Jul I 4 
me of b.o. woe, — ogre i 9 taxes, of which $50.000 is owed the | 28219 accept nembe rs with sags wath lene Town.” which he wrote in collaborati vith Fred Spielman, Ke it 
a crying towel, expl:z d th mre ; ations t is high] ssible t a aati : 
them a ve _ “— rem 1inec — Federal government, while N. yY., | Va@tion it is highly possible hat Goell’s Hudson Music trod a thorny path of adversity until Goell rewrote 
7 re "oO ‘s > Ar : : 4 7 . ‘ P * " 4 — ‘ be > a on 
they under: re _ predicament and | state is owed $4.000 and the city, the friendly spirit of international | Clancy Haves 23-year-old “Huggin’ and Chalkin last September Then 
have done and are doing their best $1,500. cooperation which prevails today | jn the hole for $17,000, “Chalkin has since become Hudson's shot in the 


~_— 
Basen es cave Y 


to induce Jeaders to cut demands and 
gamble more on percentages. The 
14 ops present from alk over far west 


The 400 club is continuing opera- 
tions until its petition for arrange- 


action, 
offer to 


might influence favorable 
Such action would at least 


all countries anxious to join in pro- 


arm with sheet sales in excess of 300.000 copies and 1,500,000 platters sold. 


Used for years in a vaude routine by Jerry Lester, “Chalkin’” has the 


dubious distinction of having been barred on NBC when first released last 















thus were mollified, but after the ,™ent is acted upon with Billy Max- tecting literary and artistic prop- | fal], It has been okayed by all others 
meet they jointly resolved to heef to ted’s orch. Spot in 1945 started using erty an opportunity to enter a con- lal nas i é 
j MCA for failure to send a rep name bands during which time it | yention in which many countries of a ee ” 
Idea of a national org of ballroom used outfits of the calibre of ‘Tommy | ali continents are presently membe: a FCM 
: ops has possibilitie Hope is that a “sp 5 oe ny Good net and othe o A third soluti to the problem S ARUUA 
: national group could approach the ID is said to be the only outfit would be to request the United Na 38 
American Society of Composers, Au- which really made money for the ¢jonc — ¢} rough UNESCO, to formu- a) 
thors and Publishers and seture a cafe. late an entirely new international 
blanket licensing deal, such as has ee ee ie convention in which all countries 
been obtained by the national roller- nn * {would participate from the begin- 
rink group, Ice Showmen, Inc., and Williamson Temporarily ‘ning. It is only fair to point out, 
the American Hotel Assn. however, that the time and effort 
required to draft such a new con- 




















GIVE YOUR PROGRAM 
THAT LIFT 


COMIN’ ON 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 








Shutters; Staff Shifted 


Music, the 
subsidiaries operated by 


Williamson one of 
numerous 


the Dreyfus publishing group, tem- 


Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein, who 
have no Broadway or film produc- 
tion plans immediate enough to war- 
rant the expense of keeping the 


|publishing firm in operation. 


Staff was shifted to Crawford, 
Chappell and T. B. Harms catalogs. 


vention would be much greater than 
the time and effort required by the 
other means suggested above. 

The enactment of national and in- 


and recording industries, and all 
others vitally interested in copyright 
protection will have to make con- 
cessions. But no international prob- 


|lem has ever been solved peacefully 


without close cooperation and, if 
necessary some sacrifices by all. 







MUSIC OF DISTINCTION 
Now Sixth Week 
DESCHLER-WALLICK HOTEL 


7 . ternational copyright legislation is a 
i FEEL porarily folded last week and its governmental matter. But before 
contact staff redistributed through | governments will act it is imperative Columbus, Ohio 
other Dreyfus firms. Closing of |that the viewpoints of the many , ‘ 
Williamson was due to a lack of | interested groups be reconciled. It . 
siatesiak trams ten € Richard is expected that the creators, pub- 
1€ pen oO cna lishers, the radio, motion picture, EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Alo) mci@-)) 4 Mae te 
Fifth Ave., New York 22 


PL. 5-5572 
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Indie Agents to Press for Divorcement 
Of Agency-Bookers at Next ARA Meet 


Agitation for divorcement of 
agenting and booking functions of 
talent agencies is being pressed by 
indie agents. 
tion is reaching thes point where 


much of their talent can be wooed | 


to the combo offices by the prospects 
of playing some of the spots and 
theatres controlled by such offices. 


Blowoft on the situation is ex- 
pected to come at the next meeting 
of the Artists Representatives Assn 
date of which is still to be set 

“Situation has become especially 
acute for the indies since the drop 
in cafe business With the slack in 
act emblovment becausé yf the 
slump, their has been a ce 1D 
shift ir le ffiliatior \ 
indies reported getting the wo I 
it 


Indie percenters aren't hopeful of 
getting complete seperation of book- 
ing and agenting functions, but see 
the possibility of affecting some re- 
forms which would permit them to 
hold on to their acts, as well as set 
talent into the spots controlled by 
the combo. offices ‘ 

At one time the American Guild 
Artists forced a divorce- 
ment policy on the agents when 
AGVA affected its first agreement 
with ARA. One office, the William 
Morris agency, had Lawrence Golde 
give up his headquarters at WM anc 
transter to the Edward Sherman 
office. It was also prepared to give 
up its lucrative cafe booking de- 
partment, but in a last minute fight 
by ARA, AGVA dropped that de- 
mand. 

The indies’ agitation, of late, is 
especially directed against theatre 
bookers who have lists of their own. 
It’s contended that a €omplete 
avenue of revenue is being closed 
to them. They threaten to break the 
Situation through 
untary reforms are instituted. 


of Variety 


They feel that situa- | 


ARA unless vol-} 
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Trio of Partners Take 


Over Crest Room, N. Y. 


Press agent Frank Law, together 


with Charles Robinson and Sam 
Meisler, has taken over the opera- 
tion of the Crest Room, N. Y. Law 


previously handled publicity for the 
it one time was 
Brooks Cos- 


1 hotel 


while Robinson 


of the 


Meisler 


spot, 


oper- 


; handled by 
Albert Bayne, 


Law's publicity bi 


Betty and 


Adams, Newark, Tosses 
Vaude for Pix Policy 


Adams theatre, Newark, Is slated 
to drop its vaude shows around 
March 13, but will resume talent dis- 
plays in the fall. Vaude layoff this 
vear is earlier than usual, inasmuch 


as house has insured a supply of 


spring and summer p!x with a re- 
eently concluded pact with Univer- 
sal-International 

Until last year, house went dark 
in May, but last. summer, experi- 
mented with summer showings of 
major pix. Policy was successful, 
and with the U-I pact, is closing 
earlier than usual to go into film 
policy. 


RUTH AARONS AGENTING 
Ruth Hughes’ Aarons, 
singer and who at one time did a 
table tennis act, 


agent, 
She has joined the Henry Hermann 
office. 





| liamson 
| bought “Dream Girl” for presenta- 
former | tion Down: Under, with final papers 
| tc be signed by his N. Y. agent, Dor- 
has deserted per- | 
former ranks in favor of being an | 

















Personal Management: 
ELBERT PERRY 





MAXINE) 
SULLIVA 


VILLAGE VANGUARD 


; NEW YORK 


NOW 


(indefinitely) 





Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


Benay Venuta’s Vauders | COLE DANCERS SET FOR 


Benay Venuta, musicomedy com- 
|edienne, making her film debut for 
| Eagle-Lion, is due east in mid-May 

for a week at Loew’s State, N.Y., and 
Capitol, Washington. * * 
While in New York, Miss Venuta 
(Mrs. Armand: Deutsch) will prob- 
| ably shutter her Park ave. apartment 
—whieh columnist Earl Wilson may 
sublease—since _ their permanent 
| home is in Beverly Hills. Deutsch is 
president of Story Productions, 


Mille. Boyer Solo Act For 
Cafe Society Uptown, N.Y. 


Lucienne Boyer, arrived in 
New York last week on the S.S 
America, will be the sole entertainer 
at Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., start- 
ing Monday (10). It’s the first time 
in the history of the Barney Joseph- 


son spot that a single performer will 


who 


carry the show. Mlle. Boyer goes in 
at $2,500 weekly. 
In permitting Mlle. Boyer to be 


the sole performer on the bill, Jo- 


sephson is following the trend al- 
ready established in the cafe ap- 
pearance of top Gallic singers. 


Charles Trenet, who started as part 
of the floor show at the Embassy, 
last year, soon became the entire 
floor show. Jean Sablon occupied 
the floor exclusively at the Wedg- 
wood room of the Waldorf-Astoria 
and the Versailles. 


‘Dream Girl’ Skedded 


For Aussie Production 
E. J. Tait, head exec of J. C. Wil- 
Theatres, Australia, 


othy Stewart, when drawn up. Tait, 
who also bought “Annie Get Your 
|Gun” and “Born Yesterday” for 
| Aussie presentation, is leaving today 


| (Wed.) on the Queen BEiizabeth for | 


| Europe. 

| He'll gander London shows look- 

| ing for buys, and will return to the 
U. S. March 20. “Annie” is first show 
on Williamson’s 1947 schedule, to 

, preem in Sydney in May. Cast will 

| include U. S. and Aussie players, 

| to avoid conflict with Aussie Equity. 





Sissle’s Talent Agcy. 
Albany, Feb. 4. 
Noble Sissle, Negro bandleader, is 
| set to open a talent agency in New 
York. 
| Sissle has obtained a charter of in- 
| corporation which listed capitaliza- 
‘tion at $5,000. 























Who hits the top...singing his own top hits! 


A stylist whose charm and personality are clicking with audiences 
from El Rancho Vegas in Las Vegas to the Roosevelt Hotel in New 
Orleans ... from Miami and the Lookout House, Covington, Ky., to 
the Midwest ... on his current route! 


Bookings 
HARRY MOSS AGENCY 
Suite 314-316 
Hotel Lincoln, New York City 


Feb. Sth — Olymple Theatre, Miami Beach 
Feb. 26th —Leokeut House, Covington, Ky. 


Management Counsel 


GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG & VALLON 


601 RKO Bidg 
Radio City * New York, N.Y. - 





| but 


has 


LATIN QUARTER, N. Y. 


Jack Cole, dance producer at Co- 
lumbia pictures,.who took a year’s 
leave of absence to go back to terp- 
ing, has been signed for Lou Walters 
Latin Quarter, N, Y., starting March 
16. Cole, who comes in with a 
troupe of eight dancers, is currently 
playing the Chez Paree, Chicago. He 
| gets $2,500 for his LQ stint. 

Walters has also signed Eddie 
Schaefer to hit the spot in April in 
support of Sophie Tucker. Comic is 
| currently playing the Latin Quarter, 

Palm Island, Fla. 


| 





Morris Stoller Shifting 
To Coast Morris Agcy. 
Morris Stoller, comptroller for the 
r.Y 
Coast branch 
take on 


William Morris agency’s office, 


transfer to the 
March 3, 
ilar duties 

Stoller was originally 
make the Coast trip late last year, 
several resignations in the 
accounting department of the N. Y. 
office delayed the move. 


will 


where he'll sim- 





Maxim’s, N. Y., Expands 


Maxim's, nabe cafe_in the Bronx, 
N. Y., long regarded as a developing 
spot for comics, will resume full 
week operation Feb. 12. Cafe is cur- 
|rently operating three days weekly 
starting Fridays. 
| Opening show 
policy not yet set. 


under expanded 





HERZOGS BACK TO AUSSIE 
The Herzogs, Australias acro act 
,who have been in the United States 
{since pre-war, have signed to play 
theatres in their native country. 
Troupe has been pacted to play the 
Tivoli circuit starting in May. 
William Morris agency set the deal 
with Sam Kramer, Tivoli’s U. S. rep. 





French Ballet Due 

Paris, Jan, 25. 

| Ballet des Champs-Elysees, pre- 
miere French dance troupe, is re- 
ported booked for a New York sea- 
;son in late spring. Arthur Lesser 
| will handle booking. 


Troupe is headed by ballerina 
Yvette Chauvire and Roland Petit. 


Saranac labs 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac -Lake, N. Y., Feb. 4. 

| Gang shocked over the passing of 
Mathea Merryfield in Stockton, Cal. 
During her stay at the Rogers she 
founded the monthly magazine, “We, 
The Patien’;,” and was its first edi- 
tor. She also created a fund for the 
welfare of patients. 


Birthday greetings are in order 
to Kitty 





Moe Gould. 


Will Rosers Memorial Hospital 
was again rated among the first 
three institutions to meet the ap- 
proval of the American College of 
Surgeons, again holding its past 
reputation as a top sanatorium. 

Chester Lalis motored in from the 
Eig-Town to bedside his brother, 
Bill (Warner Bros.) Lalis, who is 
doing -o.k., and was recently upped 
for pix. 

Jack Adams, Montreal booking 
agent, took time out to mitt some 
of the gang; ditto for Jack Phil- 
lips, ex-colonyite, who is angling 
for a niterv here. 

Among the strictly in bed ozoners 
who were upped for pix and visit- 
ing privileges are Isabelle Rook, 
Kitty Bernard, William “Whitey” 
Mathews, The Amazing Mr. Bal- 
lantine and Laura Sloan. 


Bruce Bairnsfather did a one- 
nighter here and took time out to 
mitt and cheer up the gang with 
his timely stories. 


Among those progressing nicel 
with the bed routine are Helen te 
Claire Carlson, Eddie Slagus, James 
McCarthy, Garry Vandermast, Kit- 
ty Bernard, Margie Regan and Sam 
Schulman. 

Rufus Weathers, who graduated 
from here, back to work as operator 
at the Grandview, Louisburg, N. C. 

Archie Ormsby, musician, who 
beat the rap here, is working again 
in 5 Siege nitery. He was at 
one time a member of the mus 
act, Cahill & Ormsby. : 2 


(Write to those who are ill.) 


slated to} 





lhis Little Club, Feb. 22 with 


| signed 


Suit Vs. Hotel Sherman, 
Chi, After Alleged Assault 


Chicago, Feb. 4, 
Ted Lewis added a few more dents 


to his topper last week when he 
mixed dukes with a Sherman Hotel 
waiter, resulting in a broken thumb 
for. which Lewis is asking $100,009 
in a suit filed in Circuit Court here 
| Monday (3). 

Brief, directed against Hotel Sher. 
|man Corp., and “John Doe,” the 
waiter, charges that Lewis’ fists were 
flying in self-defense as the waiter 
| became rough after being asked to 





| bring a table instead of a tray in 
serving breakfast 

According to George R Bieber 
Lewis’ attorney, the waite, started 
fight- which netted a plaste: cast 
and skinned leg for Lev ho is 
currently heading Latin Quarter re- 
vue here 


Reed’s N. Y. Nitery 


Billy Reed, former producer at 
the Copacabana, N. Y., is set to open 
Xl Doris 
Day headlining. 

Spot, located on the site of Radio 
Frank’s, will operate on 
ous entertainment policy 


a continu. 


DIAMONDS’ BRIT. VAUDERS 
Diamond Brothers 
for British 
open for Harry Lowe in London 
around April 11. Comics are re« 
ported getting 200 pounds weekly 

Deal arranged through Al Gross- 
man, 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


have 
vaude 


been 
dates to 





























Bernad, Rose Hanken, | 
James McCarthy, Hugh Carney and | 





HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy’ Dance Antics’ 
Curreatly 
365 CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 




















STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Opening Feb. 14, FARKLE, PHILA. 


DIR.: MATTY ROSEN 


THEATRICAL ATTORNEY 


EXPERIENCED 


Wishes to associate with an established 
theatrical agency for mutual benefit. 


Box V 183, 113 W. 42nd St., N.Y. 18 
— : 
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Reneé and Eddie Root 


EMBASSY CLUB, NEW YORK 


Per. Mgt.—-MAY JOHNSON ASSOCIATES, Mount Royal Hotel 


Ted Lewis Files 100G  - 
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cilities 
Names Snaring 
Top Grosses In 
9 Ni . 
Bway Niteries 
Heavy investment in name talent 
by Broadway bonifaces has virtually 


put the Stem in the prosperity 
prackets. Cafe business, 


which 


AGVA Drafting New 
Code to Curb Agents 


New code of ethics which Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists is 
working out for the smaller agents 
and club bookers is expected to be 


when latter will be called in for 
signaturing about the same time their 
new AGVA agent franchises are 
issued. 

Main point in the new code will 





picked up appreciably during the|curb practise of some agents in 


. 
past five weeks, has in many cases 
approached the highs set during the 
boom war years. 

The Vanity Fair which preemed 
Friday (31) with a show topped by 
Gertrude Niesen, anticipates a 
$50,000 gross for its first week of 
operation. Spot had one of the big- 
gest opening nights in years and did 
SRO over the weekend. If the 50G 
total is reached, Miss Niesen who's 


in on a $7,500 guarantee and per- | 


centages over $42,000, will go into 
percentages. 

Olsen and Johnson show at 
Nicky Blair’s Carnival is similarly 
hitting top business. Gross is re- 


ported near the $49,500 pulled dur- | 


ing it’s preem session, while the 
Latin Quarter is consistently cashier- 
ing around $39,000. Diamond Horse- 
shoe biz has also picked up ap- 
preciably, although figures weren't 
revealed. 

Other Broadway _ spots 
picked up somewhat, but 
showing appreciable profits. 


have 














SONIA CORTIS 


INTERNATIONAL 
SINGING STAR 





Opening February 7th 
BROWN HOTEL 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


k Opening February 24th 
ING EDWARD HOTEL 
TORONTO, CANADA 
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Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
*% Draw from our library, one of the 


largest, most h 
Shee bie! comprehensive in 


*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. L City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 

















139 E. 57th Se, N.Y. C. 


aren't | tically 


|bicycling acts pacted on club dates 
|to other than the pacted date and 
| Short payoffs for the additional ap- 
}pearances. Such practises have been 
chronic, according to the 
}among unfranchised agents whom 
|AGVA up to this time had not at- 


jtempted to bring into the fold 
|through stress of more important 
}union matters having precedence 


|But now at the instigation of Asso- 


|Ciated Agents of America, official 
organization of the smaller agents 


,and club bookers, AGVA has stepped 


|in for their protection and will now 
require all agents be franchised 
|either under group arrangement via 
| AAA or individually 

Bicycling complained about in- 
volves agents who book a team for 
$60 for an individual date, add two 
|others and give the act $75 for trio 
of dates although reportedly collect- 
ling full price on all. Unfranchised 
agents are said to have had a field 
day on this up to now and prac- 
with immunity unless acts 
'thusly treated brought their beefs 
to the union. 


PROSER MAY ENTER 
PERSONAL MGT. FIELD 


pacabana, N. Y., and who will soon 


ment business, Proser, currently 
Co. producing the film “Copacabana,” 
has already signed Bill Shirley, sing- 
er now at the N. Y. Copa, and plans 
to pact others. 

Proser aims to pact likely film 
material for future productions and 
who can be developed through cafe 
appearances. 





Carroll Expects to Start 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Earl Carroll figures 
strictions will ease sufficiently by 
July to permit start on his 7,000- 
capacity de luxe picture theatre 
which adjoins his present nitery on 
Sunset and Vine. Charles P. 
Skouras (National Theatres) would 
be associated in this super-Radio 
City Music Hall type of theatre, to 
include plenty of parking, a general 
indoors market “to sell ’em every- 
thing while they’re waiting to be 
seated,” etc. 
Meantime Carroll is _ collecting 
$40,000 annually from a parking lot 
on the ground. 





Trio of Warner Filmsters 


Strand theatre, N. Y., has booked 
a show to be headlined by players 
from the Warner lot, starting Feb. 
14. Alan Hale and Martha Vickers 
will stay for a three week engage- 
ment while Dane Clark will appear 
opening day. 

Cab Calloway was originally set 
to go in, but date has been put back. 
Pic will be “That Way With 
Women” (WB) in which Clark plays 
one of the leads. 

Louis Prima orch is set to open 
March 7. 








Martha Raye slated for her first 


: | Philadelphia cafe date in some years 


Into Strand, N.Y., Vauder 


|ANNUAL ACTORS FUND | 


drafted within the next few weeks. | 


union, | 


Monte Proser, operator of the Co- | 


open another Copa in Hollywood, is! yy 
planning to enter personal manage- | 


On H’ wood De Luxer in July 


building re- | 








when she opens at the Latin Casino, | 
| 


PL. 9-7470 March 24. 








lovely Lady © 
of Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 








———SENSATIONAL—TWO-ACT REVUE” 


HELD OVER—KING EDWARD HOTEL, Toronto 


New York Rep—HARRY GREEN 





Bach to Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


GUEST 








| 
' 
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BENEFIT GROSSES 156 


|ceeds from the souvenir program. 
| Most tickets were sold to a _ sub- 
; scription list at premium prices. 


Mickey Rooney's Miami Date at 16456 





On Bic cling’ Acts . Actors Fund benefit at the us: DP Gold R h S ill () f N 
y lgrossed $15,000 which included ee | roves US ti i Or ales 


¢@ The tall coin of night clubs has 


| been luring fil Ss with increas- 
Affair was produced by a commit- | KETTERING SWITCHING re, epi “Latest to be  pacted 


tee which included Arthur Hopkins, 


chairman; Vinton Freedley, Walter | 
Vincent and Marcus Heiman. 
Those who appeared included 


Gracie Fields, Lew Parker, Ed Sul- 
livan, Sid Caesar, Frank Fay, Bern- 
ice Parks, Mary Small, Basil Rath- 
bone, Robert Merrill, Blanche Yurka, 
Walter Greaza, and part of the show 
from the Latin Quarter, N. Y. 


Frolics, Miami, Reopening 
Snarled by Salary Claims 


Frolics, Miami, which folded 
couple months ago after two weeks 
operation, is reportedly ready to 
make another try with burlesque 
policy floorshow. New financing has 
been interested and only remaining 
hitch on reopening is the insistence 
of American Guild of Variety Artists 
that before talent union okays spot, 
operators must settle several claims 


on unplayed contracts on the previ 
ous foldo. 
Spot had sufficient cash up with 


AGVA to cover a week’s salary on 


the previous operation. This was 
paid: off by the union when spot 
folded. However, after payoff it was 


learned that several unplayed con- 
itracts had been issued, which had 
not been included in the security up 
with AGVA. Union has leveled 
| against nitery and demands payment 
of these claims, no matter who 
operates new venture, before giv- 
ing sanction on reopening. 


Jane Pickens slated to succeed 
Morton Downey at the Wedgwood | 
room of the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., starting Feb. 24. 


operating the 


TO N.Y. AGENCY OF FB 


Tom Kettering, Frederick Bros. 
veepee in charge of the artist dept. on 
the Coast, will transfer to the 
office next week. 


L. A. Frederick, head of the Coast 
office, who has upped Kettering’s 
assistant, Howard Bruce to Ketter- 
ing’s slot on Coast 

Bill Frederick will continue to 
head the N. Y. layout Office is 
planning a series of additions to 


strengthen the agency Transfer and 


addition of personnel has hitherto 
been delayed until the decision on 
its injunction battle with Charles 


Yates came down. FB sought to re- 
strain Yates from working elsewhere 
until his 10-year FB- contract was 
completed. 


Weinger Reported Buying 
In on Riviera, Ft. Lee 


Murray Welnger, operatlol of the 
Copacabana, Miami Beach. may be- 
come associated with Bill Miller in 
operation of the Riviera, Ft. Lee, 
N. J. Weinger and Miller were at 
one time partners in the operation 


of the MB Copa 

Riviera, currently in a form of 
receivership in which Miller has a 
|six-month period to pay 
|incurred in its first season of opera- 


ition, will reopen in May with a 
name policy. 
Attempt to interest Weinger in 


ithe deal is seen as a bid to attract 
fresh dough into the venture. Nego- 
tiations have now been in progress 
for several weeks, and no final deal 
has been set yet. Miller is currently 
Embassy, N. Y. 


N. Y. | 
Shift was made by | 


off debts | 


for niteries is Mickey Rooney, who 
|opens at the Copacabana, Miami 
| Beach, Feb. 28, at $16,500 weekly, 
out of which he'll pay two acts, 
Rooney’s deal calls for percentages 
when gross hits $48,000. 

Rooney is the second filmster to 
be used at the Copa this season. 
Danny Kaye just completed a two- 
week stint there at $20,000 per week. 

Cafes 


also 


are tapping the con- 
cert field. Katherine Dunham, who 
terped in longhair emporia, is slated 
to go into La Martinique, N.Y., Feb. 


13 for two weeks. This sepia dancer 


recently started a vaude tour, and 
will go into the Roxy theatre, N-Y., 
at completion of her La Martinique 
stand 


Ability of cafes to pay top dough 
is causing many filmsters to lose 
their disdain for bistro work. Spots 
in Las Vegas and Miami Beach are 
‘currently able to get the top layer 


of film names because of the free- 
wheeling bankroll. The Las Vegas 
clubs with incomes buttressed by 
proceeds from adjoining casinos, are 
so far getting the greater number 
of top talent 
Las Vegas Plunging 
Spots in that area have booked 


| Abbott and Costello at $15,000 week- 
ly, Andrews sisters at $12,500 per. 
Gracie Fields came out of semi re- 
tirement to play a Las Vegas spot 
jand since then has been wowing 
audiences in vaude and cafes. 

| The big money offered by the nit- 
}eries may be able to lure other 
i|names into the cafe field. “Agents 
are constantly pressuring topliners 
}to hit the personal appearance trail. 
| With the five figures being proferred 
it’s becoming increasingly more dif- 
| ficult for the names to refuse. Ulti- 
mately, agencies hope to get the 
stars to play boites at lesser dough. 




















“ .. fame as a raconteur... 
has established himself to a four 
figure weekly earning capacity. 


“In his Latin Quarter appear- 
ance Cohen's material ...is clean 
and according to his exit hand is 
very much in demand by the au- 


dience ... two encores ,.. he’s 
okay.” 
JOSE, Variety. 
~- 
“Myron Cohen js. skilled In 
putting over his stories at the 
L. Q@.... new star... gives a 


singular demonstration of enter- 
taining 16s 


VIRGINIA FORBES, N. Y. Sun. 





Personal Management 


HARRY ADLER, 165 West 46th Street, New York 


America’s Foremost Story Teller 


MYRON COHEN 


Just Concluded Eminently Successful Engagement 
LOU WALTERS’ LATIN QUARTER, New York 
Where He Was Accorded These Splendid Notices 


« .. smashed all records at Lou 
Walters’ L. Q. first week, Natch!” 


and 


“ .. busting all records at L. Q. 
and proving the biggest laugh hit 
of seasons. Sunday night, Cohen 
busted the record seating of 604 
diners, hitting the high water 
mark of 715! With 237 people 
unable to get in.” 

and 

“Lou Walters trying to get rec- 
ord-cracking Myron Cohen to 
stay over, but Cohen must open 
at Kitty Davis’ Miami Beach on 
Feb. 12th.” 


ED SULLIVAN, Daily News. 


“Myron Cohen had one of the 
biggest openings in history in his 
Broadway debut at the Latin 
Quarter. The room was packed. 
Walters had to cut off reserva- 
tions 24 hours before. 
“The smash business at 
L. Q. proves Myron is a very 
funny guy, which we knew all 
along ... They cheered to the 


rafters .. * 


the 


LEE MORTIMER, 
Daily Mirror. 


*" “He is one of those born story 
tellers with a natural sense of 
mimicry... Myron is a good en- 
tertainer. They say he has hun- 
dreds of stories. Well, they sound 
so funny and obviously so accu- 
rately are taken from real people 
and incidents, I could listen to 
them for much longer than the 
standard comedian’s gags. He's 

just right for the L. Q.” 


ROBERT W. DANA, 
N. Y. Worid-Telegram. 


*. . . got terrific yocks ...a 
better selling job... Cohen is not 
a caricaturist, he is a character 
actor... a genuinely funwy fel- 
low.” 


The Billboard. 





KITTY DAVIS’ 


AIRLINER 


Miami Beach 


FEB. 12-25 


And returning for an addi- 
tional two weeks on March 
25. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Vanity Fair, N. Y. 

Joe Howard presents Gertrude 
Neisen in “Affairs of Vanity Fair”; 
staged by Donn Arden; songs by Ted 
Murry and Charles Tobias; cos- 
tumes, Mme. Berthe, designed by 
Bob Mackintosh; features Bob Wil- 
liams, Hal LeRay, Jan Murray, Bob 
Kennedy, Danita, Nelle Fisher & Ron 
Fletcher, Corinne Anderson, Line, 
Boyd Raeburn Band with Ginnie 
Powell, Monchito’s Rhumba Orch; | 
$2.50 minimum. 





When it comes to showmanship 
and an awareness for audience 
values, credit Joe Howard and Carl 


Erbe with more than just a casual 
assist. 

Take their new joint, for instance. 
On the site of what until recently 
was the Zanzibar, where an all- 
colored stageshow policy was the 


thing, Howard and Erbe didn’t wait 
for the Zanzibar policy to catch/| 
them short. The highly-geared 
Zanzy was played out after almost 
four years—and immediately came) 
lans for the current type of opera- 


get laughs. And that’s still the pay- 
off 


Miss Niesen, of course, gets the 
major playing time, and it all leads 
up to “I Wanna Get Married.” the 
hit song she did a couple of sea- 
sons ago in the Broadway musical, 
“Follow the Girls.” The headliner 
requires better routining than was 
present at the show caught; for in- 
stance, it’s off-base for her to open 
with an Hawaiian chant, then into 
a Russian melody before she does 
for the first time an American pop, 
whose choice, by the way, still isn’t 
strong enough to get her into high. 
And when she does the usual boy- 
girl stuff with Le Roy, Williams and 
Murray, consecutively, she throws 
away too many payoff lines for the 
ultimate effect. It’s as if she realizes 
how obvious the comedy lines are, 
and thus can’t take them seriously. 

When Miss Niesen, however, belts 
out those tunes with the throatiness 
that has distinguished her through 
the years, there are few who can 
reach an audience the way she does. 
When she stops clowning and gets 
down to the basic essentials of tip- 





ion. Namely, the Vanity Fair, with| ping her larynx her voice achieves | 
an all-white show. ja new stature, especially in that 
In a couple of weeks, the Zanzibar | Jolson bit, where she hits a high 


name will be illuminated further | 
down Broadway, on another site, | 
where the pertners will operate the | 
Zanzy all-colored entertainments on 
a more modest scale. It’s a case of 
knowing just when to make the 
switch. And it takes courage, too, to 
o in for a new type of operation at | 
his time, when nitery biz has be- 
eome rather erratic all over the 
country. A venture, incidentally, 
that probably costs in the neighbor- 
hood of $17-18,000, which is certainly | 
high these days for talent. 

Now the show. Gertrude Niesen is 
the star. Featured are Jan Murray, 
Hal LeRoy, and Bob Williams. Add 
to that the bands of Boyd Raeburn | 
and Monchito plus a flock of other | 
able performers, and you've got a 
layout that looks like a million on | 
paper. If it doesn’t always run off | 
that way chalk it up to an insuf- | 
ficient playing time. Give it another | 
week, and let Miss Niesen take some 
direction on the type of songs she 
should choose (along with her gen- | 
eral routining), and this will be a} 
topflight layout. 

ight now it’s got the basic values | 
to at least sock home for the out-of- | 
towners—at whom this show is| 


falso contribute neatly: Bob Kennedy 


| “My 


mark exceeded only by her payoff 
“Married” number. 
There are lessers in this show who 


goes over as the production numbers | 
singer: Danita does Latin songs and | 
some mild cooching in the Latin en- | 
semble layout; Fisher and Fletcher, 
with production interpretative dane. | 
ing, and the beaut Corinne Anderson, } 
as song and dance leader in the en- | 
semble numbers. 

Ted Murry and Charles Tobias | 
have written an original score that | 
is tuneful, especially the opening | 
Young and Foolish Heart,” | 
sung by Kennedy. Boyd Raeburn’s | 
band plays a neat show, while. Mon- 
chito’s Latin outfit plays equally 
well for the customer hoofing. 

Kahn. 





Beaecheomber, Miami 


Miami Beach, Jan. 31. 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro, 
Jackie Miles, Bobby Breen, Jack 
Stanton, Betty Luster; Line (7), Joe 
Candullo Orch (10), Del Toro Orch 
(6); $3-$5° min>~ 


whistled, pounded and cheered 
vhen she finished. 

Miles, with this engagement, adds 
to his stature. On in the tough spot 
following Miss Tucker, he gets them 
from the first line and keeps them 
howling throughout. Stuff is his 
standard mixed with new, and in- 
cludes his kidding of Miami Beach 
and its high costs, the western pic 
satire, a funny twist on “You Made 
M» Love You” and his dissertations 
on horses, gin rummy playing and 
comic strips. His ad libs and after- 
piece with Miss Tucker and Bobby 
B :en added to the yock effect he 
left on audiei.ce. 

Breen proves a surprise in the 
manner in which he. clicks. Still 
possessed of a neat pair of pipes, he 
makes a personable, heart-warming 
juve, earning solid returns with 
“Anniversary Song,” “September 
Song,” “Blue Skies” and “To Each 
His Own” among others. Youngster 
c.n hold down a spot in any pro- 
duction, gauging his work here. 
Looks good and the appeal is there. 

Production wise the proceedings 
build. nicely i» topliners 
ances. Betty Luster toe 
sock fashion y.hile Jack Stanton 
song-taps the production numbers 
niftily. Line gals are all lookers 
and handle their routines compe- 
tently. Joe Candullo and his orch 
pace the show in top fashion. Del 
Toro and his unit handle the rhumb- 
addicts. Lary. 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Monte Proser, who has virtually 
assumed the status of an absentee 


aurner 
owner 


ploy columnists and editors as film 
extras, hasn’t permitted his Coast 
activities to get in the way of his 
selection of boff talent for his Copa- 
cabana. Via long distance, he’s pact- 
ed Irwin Corey and Kitty Kallen 
to supplant Sid Caesar and Gale 
Robbins. With the substitutions, the 
layout retains its original potency, 
and remains one of the better nitery 
buys in town. 

Inclusion of Miss Kallen in the 
show makes the song department the 
Copa’s strongest feature. Miss Kal- 
len, who has obtained a 
schooling via the  band-vocalist 
James and Jimmy Dorsey, with this 
engagement achieves a vocal matur- 
ity hitherto unnoticed in her ap- 
pearances as a Single. 





Ned Schuyler and Jack Casey 


aimed, one might add. What about | emerge with a double barreled setup 


the Broadway hepsters? Well, maybe 
some of the stuff here, particularly 
the bits of business by Miss Niesen. 
are not up their alley. but since 
when are the Broadway hepsters be- 
coming paying habitues of the 
Broadway cafes? Unless it’s to come 
and smirk with a show-me attitude— 

fter which they depart for the 

indy’s ringside for the kayo punch! 

This first show of the new policy 
is expensive in every detail, from 
the $7,500 guarantee-against-percent- 
age that Miss Niesen is getting, down 
to the basic essentials of costuming 
(which is particularly nifty) and 
decor. 

Le Roy as a tapster can still hoof 
with the best of them, although the 
one big detracting factor in his 
career—an unintentional inclination 
to gaze at the floor—is still prevalent. 
And he still falters at reading lines, 
as._per that bit of comedy talk with 
Miss Niesen. . 

Williams, with his dog act, remains 
one of the personable young men of 
the varieties, a sock act anywhere, 
mostly because of the energy and 
exuberance he puts into the effort. 
Murray is using some hoary gags 
but here again it’s not so much the 
ags but the delivery, and he does 





that packed the big room for both 
shows opening night and one which 
will keep them coming for the next 
few weeks cespite the heavy com- 
petish from other top spots. 


| That Sophie Tucker is box-office 
| for any spot in this area has long 
been established. Add Jackie Miles 
and you simply can’t miss. 

La Tucker demonstrated opening 
night that she is still one of our 
greatest cafe showmen. In a sock 
'40-minute session of songstering, 
ably assisted. by Ted Shapiro, she 
proved there'll only be one like 
her. Niftily gowned and furred she 
came on to the most thunderous re- 
ception accorded a topliner here 
this season. She didn’t let that huge 
crowd down, either, as she purveyed 
a mixture of new and requested 
material that kept the zingy pace 
up all the way and which left them 
fpounding for more after a begoff. 
‘Most of her material is new, and 
all of it top-drawer comedy stuff 
with the toppers “I'm Having More 
Fun Since I’m Fifty,” “Love Is My 
Bad Habit,” “Your Red Hot Mom- 
ma’s Gonna Go On Strike,” “Mrs. 
Anthony” and that nostalgic caval- 
cade of her years in show biz which 
brings the house down. They 
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Miss Kallen, at her bigtime cafe 


bow, made one of the strongest im- | 


pressions ever made by a singer 
who hasn’t hit name status. She han- 
dles ballads’ delicately, flavors 
rhythm tunes with interpretation 
| and shows a knack of mimicry dur- 
|ing her interpretation of Ella Lo- 
| gan’s rendition of “How Are Things 
in Gloca Mora?” In addition to 
pleasing pipes, appearance is ex- 
cellent. She stacks up in all depart- 
ments. 

Irwin Corey, with this date, plays 
his first large N. Y. cafe. Other ap- 
pearances ‘have been confined to in- 
timeries sich as Blue Angel, Ruban 
Bleu and Village Vanguard. He’s 
good for yocks in this big establish- 
ment but fails to give out with a 
sustained brand of comedy. Albeit 
he holds his audience with his char- 
acterization of the forgetful profes- 
sor, French oration and other bits 
that have been seen in his previous 
appearances. There have been some 
changes made in his routines, but 
C-nartures from original script 
aren’t in 'eeping with the charac- 
terizations and most are done for 
the immediacy of the laugh. His 
messed up, frock-coated garb has of 
late become too embellished with 
medals, !nick-knacks and heavy, 
brown shoes, out of keeping with 
the scholarly character of his sub- 
jects. However, these failings are 
easilv. corrected. Corey fills the com- 
edic needs of this show amply. 

Rest of the layout with the careful 
Doug Coudy production, Bill Shir- 
ley’s superior pipings, Fernando 
Alverez’s production songs and Steen 
and Tasher’s terping makes for top 
calibre cafe entertainment. Jose. 


La Martinique. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Lillian Roth, who recently essayed 
a comeback following several years 
of retirement, has by now reestab- 
lished herself as a potent cafe item. 
This onetime moppet star, who went 
on to legit and films, has been riding 
a crest since she appeared at the 
recent Friars Frolic, where she dem- 
onstrated her ability to bowl over 
an audience. Subsequently she ap- 
peared at the Chateau and now she’s 


Jimmy Vernon's boite. 


ert De Lisle makes for a stronger 
bill for La Martinique, where Al 
Bernie and Ronny and Ray are hold- 
ing over. 

Miss Roth during: her appearance 


variety of numbers, which include a 
larize in films and legit. She’s su- 


no slouch at ballad renditions. Her 
special material additions to “Stone 
Cold Dead” provide the highlight 
of her offering. 

There has been a 
pickup in business at La Martinique 
since Miss Roth went on the pay- 
roll, but as in many spots, it’s still a 
long way off from the wartime 
boom. Jose. 





demonstrates her ability on a wide | 


medley of tunes she helped popu- | 
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appear- | 
dances in | 


| 
| 
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(RP) Paramount; (B) 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) & 
Tex Beneke .Ore 
Gene Sheldon 
The Fontaines 
Music Hal (1) 6 
Patricia Bowman 
Charlea Laskey 
Gil Maison 
Robert Marshall 
T & F Valett 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 5 
Cootie Williams B 
Ella Fitzgerald 


| ink Spots 


Tip, Tap & Toe 
Stump & Stumpy 
Roxy (1) 5 
Gracie Fields 
rhe Debonairs 
Beatrice Seckler 
Arthur Blake 
State (L) 6 
It. & M Caites 
Harris & Lillette 
Remos & Toy Boys 
Wilbur Evans 
Block & Sully 
D'Angelo & Vanya 
Strand (W) 7 
Charlie Barnet Orc 
tay English 
Coles & Atkins 
BRONX 
Windsor (I) 8-9 


Anthony & Rogers 
BMiric Thorson 
| Robertas Circus 
Primrose & Gold 
Morgan Sis 


ever since he started to em- | 


| 
| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


|} Pepper 


thorough | 


school having ‘served with Harty | 


strengthening her rep at Dario and | 


| 
Substitution of Miss Roth for Rob- 


BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 8-9 
Ted Claire 
The Delrios 
The Blue Flames 
Den Corey 
Edwards Sis 

QUEENS 

Jamaica (1) 5-8 
Boyd & Jigsaws 
Vernon & Draper 
Sunny Sparks 
lLessellis Marion’t’s 
Dobas Duo 
Shakers 





Sam Donahue Ore 

Michael O'Shea 

Dick & Dot Remy 
I KE 


xO 
Valley Arena (I) ® 
Cc Thornhill Orc 
3 Chesterflelds 
Evans Family 
Jean Dawn 
KANSAS CITY 
Tower (I) 6 
Oscar Lopez 
the Waikmirs 
Calleno, O' Don- 
nel & Smith 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 5 
Janet & Paul 
Catherine Westfield 
Danny Drayson 
Sonny Skylar 
Willie Howard 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 6 
Kathryn Dunham 
Phil Brito 
Bedell & Mattson 
The Herzogs 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
NEW BEDFORD 
Bayliss Sq (1) 6-8 
Rosalind Page 
Jack Oleson 
Fred Pisano Co 
Chris & Ray 
The Carnivales 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 
The Kayos 
Don Hooton 
The Holiys 
Adams & Vaughn 
Congaroos 
10-12 
Wyoming Duo 
Walter Walters Jr 
Kathlyn Byrne 3 
Bob Shepard 
Tanit Ikao 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 6 
Pierre Cartier 
The Jacksons 
Ferdinand the 
Ray & Nardo 
Farle (W) 7 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Fred Douglas 


6-9 


Bull 
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| 
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Wally 
Ruth Wells 
Charles Masters 


BALTIMORE 

| Hippodrome (1) 6 

iThe Workmans 

Wally Boag 

The Nonchalants 
State (1) 6-8 

Randall & Bank 

Walter Walters 

Bob Shepard 

4 Fantinos 

9-12 

Lavalle 

Leighton 

Tommy Hanlon Co 

Ray & Harrison 

BOSTON 

Boston (R) 6 

Ha! Metntyre Ore 

P Franks & Janyce 

Cy Reeves 
BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 8-9 

Pepper Shakers 

Ruth Wells 

Billy Van 

(two 


Peterson 


Shirley 
Charles 


Towers (1) 7-9 
Perry & Barry 
l. & L Bernard 
Larry Daniels 
Barto & Stan 
3, Kansazawas 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 7 
Bob Crosby Bd 
Town Criers 
3 Dunhills 
Eddie Rio 

Oriental (I) 6 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Maurice Rocco 
Jack Leonard 
Wells & 4 Fayes 

Regal (P) 6 
Billy Eckstine Bd 
Chocelateers 
George Prentice 
Pete Nugent 

HARTFORD 

State (1) 7-9 
Vivian Blaine 


Howel & Bowser 
Peck & Peck 
PROVIDENCE 
Metrepolit'n (1) 7-9 
Gene Krupa Orc 
READING 
Rajah (1) 6-8 
Elliott Lawrence O 
Lee Davis 
3% Jansleys 
Anthony & Allyn 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 6 
Kramer's Midgets 
4 Brucettes 
Chaz Chase 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (BR) 5 
Wally Brown 
Barr & Estes 
Eileen Barton 
Sing Lee 3 


SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 6-9 
Katherine Chang 
Alan Ames 
The Kemmys 
The Vikings 
Sully & Thomas 
Johnny Ladder Co. 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 6 
J & B Paysee 
Bob Hopkins 
Ronnie Baker 
Walton & O’ Rourke 

Howard (I) 7 
Buddy Rich 
Roy Eldridge 
Coleman Hawkins 
Willie Smith 
Flip Phillips 
Buck Clayton 
Trummy Young 
Kenny Kersey 
Benny Fonville 
Helen Humes 
Steve Condos 

WOONSOCKET 

New Park (1) 8 
Jack Curtis 
Connie Sawyer 
Pryde & Daye 





Kijiwards Bros 
The Carnivales 
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Blue Angel 





John Buckmaster 

Josephine Premice 

Vicente Gomez 

| Mildred Bailey 

| Joan Nichol 

Teicher & Terranti 
Cafe Soclety 
(Dowatowa) 

Olivette Miller 

Phil Leeds 

Cliff Jackson 

Josh White 

L C Heard Ore 

Cafe Soclety 

| (Uptown) 

|} Jules Mufishin 

Dorothy Jarnae 

Susan Reed 

toberta jJ.ee 


| 


perceptible | 


: | Dave Martin 8 
perior on the-rhythm tunes and is | 


Edmund Hall 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 


| Reatrice Kay 
| Salici 


Puppeis 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 


| Reid Ore 


| 


China Doll 
George Wong Tr 
Frances Chun 
Tai Sings 





NEW YORK CITY 


Ming Ling 

Jose Curbello Ore 
Copucavana 

Irwin Corey 

Bill Shirley 

Rave & Naldl 

Steen & Tasher 

Mic hael Durso Ore 

Fernando Alverez O 


Diamond Horseshoe | 


Siri 
Imogene Coca 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Banks 
Hal Hunter 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
P.osita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 
Chelo Viltareal 
Embassy 
Larry Marvin 
tenee & Root 
Jose Mellis 
Ralph Font Or 
Iceland 
Ice Revue 
Biimpy Blank Ore 
P Whiteman Jr Or! 








La Conga June Arnold 
Irma Henriquez Bissell & Farle 
Machito Ore Alice Farrar” 
Pup! Campo Ore Bob Turk 

La Martinique Hotel Pennsylvania 
Al Bernie Charlie Spivak 

, R Ore 
Ronny & ey Hotel Pi 
Lillian Roth Noble & K erre 
Ernie Stuart Ore . . pt tee) 

Jere McMahon 
Latin Quartes . ; 
* 2 Chas Reader Or 
A lee Simpkins Hotel Pi ° 
Paul Winchell Hiffleearde Aza 
Marion Carter Hal wannet rs) 
Frahcis & Grey Monte Ord se 
Chandra Kaly Ders | H " . 
Craddocks Gest oman 
Chic Gladke 2 Ay Te 
4 Esquires \ ne aa 
Wanger Line ; sOPCz re 
Leon & Eddie's Ml wasters. Astoria 
. , : - Morton Downey 
Eddie Davis Emil Colema 
Jackie Whelan Mischa ene oe 
. Pe ie 7 Rogers Corner 
‘ . ae on take 
Carmen Montoya Dutch "Adler 
4 Macks . Alomas Hawaiians 
Sherry Britton The Chanteurs 
Art Waner Ore Barry Hros ( 
é ; 8 Orc 
Monte Carle Ruban BI 
eu 
Dick Gasparre © | Marais & Miranda 
Robert Muriel Gaines 
Sihones Gloria King 
Old Bomunian Cedric Watiace 8 
Jackie Whillips leonard Elliott 
Sadie Banks 4 Notes 
Nina Dover Veranilies 
Alice King Bernard Bros 
Robby Harrell Emil Petti Ore 
| Joe La Porte Ore Panchito Orc 
| G’wich Village ina Village Vanguard 
i~a 2. .@ uv Maxine Sullivan 
| Frankie Hvers R Dyer-Bennett 
i} Pat Harrington Don Frye 
i Johnny & George Dorothy Douglas 
Chavez Ore Eddie Gibbs 
Ned Harvey Ore Vanity Fatr 
Havana-Madnrd Gertrude Niesen 
Paco Reves Jan Murrey 
Chito Izat Hial LeRo 
Gloria Lebran Bob Williams 
Margaret Phelan Boyd Raeburn 
Carmen Sol Ginnie Powell 
Luis Del Campo Wivel 
Carlos Varela Ore Rob Lee 
Belmont-Plaza Kay Carole 
Blair & Dean Stuart Langley 
Bob Russell Peggy Palmer 
Kddie Stone Org D' Quincey & Giv'ns 
Nino Bad Zimmerman’s 
Hotel Biltmore Gene Kardos 





Carmen Cavallaro Janczi Makula 
| Hotel Commodore | Zsizga Bela 
Eddy Howard Orc Paul Arnold 
Hotel New Yorker | Sinclair & Aldea 


Helen Wenzel 
Olga Orlova 


Chuck Foster Orc 
| Marion Spelman 


| CHICAGO 


| Blackhawk 

| Russ Carlyle Ore 

| Geneve Dorn 

Woo Woo Stevens 
Chez Paree 


H Edgewater Re’ch 
Henry Branden OQ 
Hild D'cers (16) 
Donna Lane’ 
Song Stylists 


Tony Martin l.os Hermandos 8 

Pearl Bailey Ben Heri 

Jack Cole Lathrop & Lee 

June Edwards Hotel Shermas 

Gay Claridge Ore Claude Thornhilt 0 

Adorables (12) Cart Marx 

Phyllis Gale In Models (8) 

Lucio Garcia Ore Hotel Stevens 
Colosimo’s Don McCrane Ore 

Vivian Francis Dennis Kelly 

Sherman Girl Bob Hall 

Tito Coral Denita 

Garon & Bennett Nelle Fisher 


Rohmer & Darrow 
Sol Feola Orc 


Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 


Copacabana Ted Lewis Orc 
Dolores Gray Geraldine Du Bois 
Chuy Reyes Ore Paul White 
Arne Barnett Ore Elroy Peace 
Cerney Twins Corwin Sis 
Jimmie Burrell Sol Klein Ore 
Marianne Mack Triplets 

Hotel Bismarck Palmer House 
Joseph Sudy Ore Griff Williams Ore 


Roland Twins 
Vela Montoia 
Lenore 

Annetie Olsen 


Dorgthy Shay 
F 2 E Barry 
Acromaniacs 
Abbott D’ncers (12) 





Montero & Yvonne Rio Cabana 
Eddie Fens Orc Jerry Lester 
Hotel Blackstone Berry Bros.’ 
Hartmans Terry Lawlor 
Ramos Orch Don Bradfield 


The Lovelies (16) 
Cee Davidson re 


Hotel Congress 
Joe Vera Orc 


Sam Bari Vine Gardens 
Hotel Continental Al Zimmy 
Za Bach's Ore Ryan Bros 


Joe Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 


Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 














Negro Theme 


Continued from page 1 





eds are trying all sorts of dodges to 
see it and are biting fingernails in 
fear the competition may get the 
first 0.0. Lewis’ refusal to let the 
film companies have a look is said 
by story eds to be an attempt to 
whet their appetites in hope of 
pushing up the price, if the book 
is sold. It’s to be the Literary Guild 
selection for June. 

_ Three other books on the agenda 
likewise have studio reps hungering 
for a look. They are Budd Schul- 
berg’s “The Glass Jaw,” a prizefight 
story; Howard Fast’s “The Chil- 
dren,” an amplification of a short 
story he did for Story mag in 1937, 
and Ernest Hemingway’s unfinished 
and untitled new novel. 


—_ 9 


B’way Flops 


mums, Continued from page | joa 




















“Bloomer Girl,” Metro: “Carousel,” 
20th; and “Oklahom®,” Col. 


Plenty more film coin is available 
for backing legiters, with play edi- 
tors of the various companies main- 
ly squawking because not enough 
Suitable scripts have turned up to 
absorb the investments they’d like 
to make. There are no deals m 
force now for film company backing 
of any plays currently on the 
horizon. 
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Showbiz in Toto Throws Support To 
Rep Group for Precedent in Legit 





Immediate and material support? 


accorded the American Repertory 
theatre when it appealed for aid, 
which came from show business and 
outside of it last week, was a revela- 
tion. Equity’s unprecedent grant of 
$5,000 was followed by a midnight 
rally at the International, N. Y., 
where ART is presenting drama 
classics, and additional money was 
raised by well-known actors. At its 
own expense the Theatre Guild cir- 
cularized its subscribers asking them 
to attend the ART plays. After 
learning the _ situation from _ the 
dailies, a firm specializing on adver- 
tising space in advertising at rail- 
way stations, gave three sheet boards 
gratis for a month to the rep outfit. 

ART announced the “last 22 days 
of repertory,’ under its present 
schedule. As of Wednesday (29) 
last week there were seven per- 
formances of “Henry VIII,” to be 
given while “Androcles and_ the 
Lion” was allotted 16 times, indicat- 
ing again that it is the best draw 


of the four*plays presented to date. 
The last four times for “John 
Gabriel Borkman” and two final 
matinees of “What Every Woman 
Knows” are set, all being prior to 
the revival of “Yellow Jack,” 


which starts a four-week engage- 
ment Feb. 27. 

The money from Equity was not 
sent ART directly but given to the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy, a non-profit organization, 
which will turn the grant over to 
the rep office. That procedure was 
followed because Equity cannot 
directly subsidize a commercial ven- 
ture such as ART and the money 
can be charged off in income tax de- 
ductions. Money from Equity came 
after Helen Hayes addressed the 
council and the star headed the fund 
raised at the actors’ rally, she giv- 
ing $1,000. A similar sum was 
credited to Katharine Cornell, con- 
tributions from the players including 
Maidy Christians and Jose Ferrer 
being made directly to ART. 

According to operational figures 
from the rep office it costs more for 
the stagehands and musicians at the 
International than the payroll of the 
actors, latter getting $4,200 which is 
slightly less that stated heretofore, 
while stagehands total $3,200 week- 
ly and musicians $1,200. It is fig- 
ured that when “Yellow Jack” opens 
the number of men in the crew and 
pit will be pared down. Weekly 
cost of running the theatre approxi- 
mates $6,000, but the actual rent is 
placed at $2,200 for the four walls, 
ART paying for the staff, heat, light- 
ing, advertising and general em- 
ployees. Publicity accounted for a 
betterment in business last week but 
Only a small profit was netted. 

A meeting was held Monday (3) 
between ART and the stage unions 
for the purpose of agreeing on con- 
cessions so that repertory would be 
able to operate successfully season- 
ally. The session developed into 
one exploiting ANTA and its aims, 
one: of which is to aid ART, which 
was a secondary factor during the 
meeting. 


‘SHOW BOAT’ TO TOUR 
ALFRESCO CIRCUIT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
“Show Boat,” which played to full 
houses for a year on Broadway with- 
out paying dividends, is going on the 
road for another year under the 
banner of Oscar Hammerstein II and 


the Jerome Kern estate, in the hopes 
of catching up with the Broadway 
investment. 

Leighton Brill, Hammerstein’s 
Coast representative, announced that 
the legit musical had been sold to 





_ the Dallas and St. Louis Municipal 


Opera companies for two weeks each 
as a starter. In these performances 
the choruses will be supplied by the 
municipal outfits. 


After the Dallas and St. Louis 
stands, the principals will move to 
New York’s City Center theatre, 
where a chorus will have been in 
training for a tour. Eight weeks are 
Slated in New York, after which the 
entire troupe will shift to Chicago 
for an indefinite stay, followed by a 
tour of municipal and other specious 
auditoriums in key cities throughout 
the U.S. Brill has started auditions 
here for the principal roles, and 
Hammerstein is due in March for the 
final casting. 





| 


Lab to Do ‘Paycock’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Next legit production by Actors’ | 


Lab will be the Sean O’Casey play, 
“Juno and the Paycock,” to be 
directed by Whitford Kane. 

Current Lab offering, a quartet of 
one-acters, will close Feb. 8 
Jessica Tandy, Vincent Price 
Art Smith will return to their 
chores, 


when 
and 


film 


Producers Dood It 
Up Brown in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Most involved legit booking com- 
plication in the history of this town 
confronts Jack Present and Harry 





Zevin, who are wondering where 
they will park their production, 
“She Dood It in Dixie.” afte 
April 1. That day the Belasco thea- 
jtre, where “She Dood It” is cur- 


rently showing, will shift to a mo- 
tion picture policy, leaving Present 
and Zevin up against the prospect 
of sub-leasing the Musart, on which 
they hold the master lease. 


When the co-producers took “She 
Dood It” into the Belasco they sub- 
leased the Musart to Arman de 
Castro for two years. De Castro 
opened with “Shared Wife,” which 
perished in two weeks. Threatened 
with a dark house, de Castro sub- 
sub-leased it to Stage, Incorporated. 
a new stock company which pro- 
poses to run a series of serious plays. 
Other legit houses in town are tied 
up for long periods, so Present and 





Bigmouth Arena Looks 
Good to Longhair Biz; 
CC Lines 20 Features 


Columbia Concerts, which decided 
to go into the lecture business this 
year, has now lined up a list of 20 
attractions. Lecture division, in 
charge of Edna J. Giesen as director, 


started selling its list a week ago, 
lining up some spring dates but con- 
centrating on the 1947-’48 season. 
Columbia, largest of the concert biz 
managements, has made _ intensive 
plans for invading the gabfest arena, 
and has 33 representatives now out 
selling lectures, four salesmen 
handling this line exclusively. Trade 
is varied, embracing town halls, 
forums, colleges, chambers of com- 
merce, women’s clubs, etc. 


Already signed by Columbia, in 
field of current affairs, are Quincy 
Howe, CBS commentator; Eric Seva- 
reid, CBS’ D. C. bureau head; Rob- 
ert Aura Smith, N. Y. Times Far 
East specialist; Dwight Cooke, CBS 
producer; Saul Padover, Howard 
Pierce Davis and Alpheus Thomas 
Mason, writers; Thomas Dodd, law- 
yer in charge of Nuremberg trials 
legal staff; Paul Fitzpatrick, Ameri- 


Stanley Rukeyser, economist. 

Cheryl Crawford, legit producer; 
John Selby, former AP music editor 
now with Rinehart’s; actress Lillian 
Gish and Dan Cooper, interior deco- 
rator, are in the arts division. 

Miss Crawford has been sold for 
10 dates this spring, and will be 
available for all next season. Bureau 
will also have an entertainment list, 


to include Polgar, mentalist; Robert 
Dudley, legit and pix  wmilliner; 
Wadeeha Atiyeh, song recitalist: 


Bernice Kamsler, singer, and Anna 
Ricarda, ballerina in dance program. 
Last-named was feature dancer with 
Markova-Dolin troupe last season. 

Howard Blakeslee and Oscar Junek 
will talk on scientific subjects, and 
Austen West on illustrating. 





‘TYCOON’ FOR B’WAY 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Dramatic rights to the F. Scott 
Fitzgerald novel, “The Last Ty- 
coon,” have been bought by Martin 
Gabel for legit production on Broad- 
way next autumn. 

In addition, Gabel will stage an- 
other play based on Arthur Train’s 





fictional character, “Mr. Tutt.” 


Levin may be compelled to rent 
their own theatre on the third | 
bounce. 


ean Arbitration Assn., and Merryle’ 


| Miss Webster Offers ‘Nuts’ 


| Margaret ‘Webster, director of 
| the American’ Repertory Thea- 
| tre, writing of its problems in 
the Times Sunday (2), answered 
; “certain 
who 


Hollywood columnists 
have prematurely and 
somewhat gleefully announced 
(ART) demise, I can only 
answer in a succinet and famous 
phrase: ‘Nu's’.” Using a collec- 
“we” to include Eva Ge Gal- 


its 


tive 


lienne, Cheryl Crawford and 
others associated with’ them in 
the venture, she said: 

“We ill... recoup to re- 
turn to the repertory attack next 


season wether in New York, on 
the road, on a European tour 


or all three. For despite set- 
backs mistakes, discourage- 
ments and very substantial 
financial losses, experience has 
taught us that the repertory 


principle is sound, full of health 
and vital to our theatre industry 
and the playgcing public 
perhaps the public for our type 
of theatre is a minority public. 
If so it makes up in devotion 
and enthusiasm what it lacks in 
numbers.” 


Astor Deal Cues 
Query on Shubert 








Predicated upon reported realty 
deals westward of Broadway and the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., there is specu- 
lation whether the Shuberts intend 
to continue active in show business 
before or after 1950. They have 
not prolific producers 
years, their participation principally 
being the operation of legit thea- 
tres. Lee Shubert in his 72nd 
J. J. 
records, and both are believed to be 
millionaires. 

The flock of theatres on 44th and 
145th streets are part of their string 
lof legiters. Observers figure that 
| with realty at the crest the time for 
|liquidation is in sight, and if the 
|ground leases on the theatres on 
| both streets from the Astor to the 
'Lincoln hotel expire in 1951 as re- 
ported, the disposition of their hold- 
ings prior to that date is regarded 
as logical. 

The future of the Astor is vari- 
ously reported and if that parcel 
is acquired by the Loew-Metro in- 
terests, the hotel would not neces- 
sarily be razed. One idea is to re- 
construct the interior with present 
suites made into smaller rooms, 
and part of the site nearest the Shu- 
'bert and Booth theatres becoming a 
| picture theatre. Work on razing the 
| former private dwelling at the west- 
'ern end of the hotel stopped weeks 
| ago, indicating that new plans are 
being considered. 


Metro Film City? 

Reputed purchase of the Astor for 
the start of a Metro development 
akin to the Rockefeller Radio City 
is said to have no connection with 
the Loew’s office building on 57th 
street west of Seventh avenue, al- 


though the Loew-Metro interests are 
virtually one ownership. Excavation 
on the 57th street site was com- 
pleted months ago but the site is 
now boarded up, it being claimed 
however that the stoppage came 


been for 


is 
year, 








could not be obtained. 


Last week it was reported that 
ithe Chanin brothers were contem- 
|plating building theatres again, with 
|possible sites southward of Colum- 





| bus Circle, probably near the pro- | rule =: 
icritics suggested earlier first-night | 
j}curtains, a number of shows have | 


|posed new Madison Square Garden, 
|/plans for which call for enormous 
|construction. The Chanins erected 
five houses, starting with the Bilt- 
|more and Mansfield, with the Majes- 
tic, Royale and Golden (Masque) 
following. They exited from the 
Broadway scene by selling the thea- 
tres to the Shuberts, deal including 
the former Century theatre, above 
Columbus Circle, that site being an 
apartment house which the Chanins 
also built. 


If and when the Astor is disposed 
of, the name is expected to be re- 
tained for a new hote! said to be 
planned for Madison avenue in the 
upper forties or lower fifties. That 
construction is about six years away. 





Freres Future 


is 67, according to the | 


about because steel for the building | 








Semi-Pro Viewpoint 
mi-Pro Vi 

“Point of View,” a play about col- 
lege life, opened a limited engage- 
iment at the Chanin Auditorium, 
| N. Y., Monday (3). 
| setter, with the cast semi-pros and 
| therefore non-Equity. Play, written 


by Alan Sherril, an indicated pen- 
name, calls for a cast of seven 

The little theatre atop the Chanin 
office building was rented by Charles 
F. Willis tor the show. Backer is 


said to be an importer. 


Railroad Hike 
Deferred by IC 


Increased cost of theatrical trans- 


| portation which was scheduled to 

become effective as of last Saturday 

| (1), has been called off until Aug. 1 

| follow ing ea protest from managers 

i who went to Washington last week 

lar d objected to the Interstate Com- 

| merce Commission. Latter bureau 
|immediately ordered the railroads 
| to cancel the tariffs which called for 
a 124%% boost in fares for shows 

|using one or more “free” baggage 
cars. Same percentage of tilt was 
supposed to become effective when | 
special trains were used by road 
shows. 

Although the proposed increases 
were postponed for at least six 


| months, there is to be a hearing be- 
| fore the ICC March 12, at which 
| time the League of New York The- 
|} atres will object to rail lines upping 





senger agents associations 


notified the League Monday (3) of 


ICC. All shows which jumped from 
one stand to another over the week- 
end had already paid the ‘increase, 
| however, but it was said by the rail- 
|road agents that the respective 
| managements involved would re- 
| ceive refunds. 

Proposal of the Southern Pacific 
and other western lines to boost the 
train tariff, requiring the 
| purchase of 150 tickets instead of 
|} the present 100 tickets, had previ- 
|ously been set back by ICC until 
Aug. 1. Eastern lines had announced 
the requirement of 125 tickets for 
specials but that has been set back 
also. 


Informed Audience Poll 


*May Take On Permanent 
Status If Stunt Works 


What started as a press stunt but 
could become a genera] survey of 
audience opinion began Monday (3) 
with patrons of “Joan of Lorraine” 
and “Street Scene and will continue 
for two weeks. Short questionnaires 
in the programs are designed to find 
out what proportion of the patron- 
age resides in New York and what 
percentage out of town. Also sought 
is the factor that influenced the 
audience to attend, whether it was 
advertising, word of mouth or the 
critics notices. Third question has to 
do with the preference of patrons 
between stage shows and pictures 
and the final query is whether there 


is a preference as to starting time 
| between eight and nine o'clock. 


| special 








| Musical shows usually ring up at 


8:30 with straight plays starting | 
from 10 to 15 minutes later as a 
rule. This season, because some 


|rung up approximately at 8 p.m., 
|the actual start being 10 minutes or 
more after that hour, subsequent 
performances starting at the usual 
time. 

Two of this week’s premieres were 
announced for 8 o’clocK and because 
only four reviewers are concerned 
it is still questionable whether early 
curtains are desirable. Data obtained 
from audiences of the two shows 
may not be conclusive but it’s pos- 
sible that a survey of all legit audi- 
ences might result in interesting 
| information, if the answers should 
| be deemed important to show busi- 


| ness. 





Drama is a one- | 


the present tariffs. The several pas- | 
formally | 


| the cancellation order sent them by | 


ANTA Emerging as Production Prop: 
Starts Fund Drive With Philly Meet 


+ 


A clearer outline of the purposes 
| and scope of the American National 


|Theatre and Academy was de- 
|veloped during the past week when 
|a drive began for funds to per- 
|petuate the non-profit project. 


| ANTA, as one of its major aims, has 
|mapped out plans whereby worthy 
professional productions in need of 


financial aid will be supported, or 
subsidized to some extent. Experi- 
mental theatricals in New York and 
outside will be given attention and 
encouragement, in a financial way, 
it is hoped. 

Indications are that under the 
direction of skilled showman, ANTA 
will develop as one of the most im- 
portant organizations to figure in the 
future of the stage. It is operating 
under a Congressional charter 


granted in 1935 at the suggestion of 
the late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt but has been virtually in- 
active because the original aims set 
forth weren't believed to be feasible. 
This season a group of theatre folk 
headed by Vinton Freedley became 
active and decided that the first step 
was to establish 
nationally 

First concrete as: was in- 
stanced last week ANTA was 
;named to act as a clearing house to 


a fund to he raised 


istance 


when 


aid the American Repertory Thea- 
tre, Equity making a grant to the 
latter through ANTA. Stated that 
one or two dramas that wilted this 
season would have been directly 
aided by ANTA had there been 
funds available, and some out of 


town projects are already earmarked 
for attention when money is raised. 
| ANTA is working closely with Ex- 
|perimental Theatre, which is being 
sponsored by four commercial man- 
jagements. Drive for ANTA 
|Started promisingly in P! 
jlast Friday en a flock 
Broadwayites were in attendance 


funds 
lade ly hia 


of 


. | 
(31) 


Philly Queta Set at 99G 

Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
The first mass meeting to get sup- 
| port for the American National The- 
latre and Academy (ANTA) was held 
Friday night (31) at the Art Alli- 
ance here before a capacity audi- 
ence that required the use of two 
| auditoriums, the speakers appearing 
|in relays upstair and downstairs. An 
}appeal for funds was made, and 
membership applications were dis- 
| tributed. 

Chairman of the rally was Vinton 
Freedley. Speakers included Mar- 
garet Webster, Col. Laughton Camp- 
bell, George Freedley, Jo-Anne 
Sayres, Rosamond Gilder, Blanche 
‘Yurka, Peggy Wood, Mary Morris, 
Philip Loeb and Jean Muir. Also 
on the platforms were Gilbert Mil- 
ler, Robert Green, Lee Simonson 
;and Sam Jaffee. 

The speakers pointed out that the 
idea for the national theatre move- 
ment originated in Philadelphia, as 
i they urged both financial and meral 
‘support for the ANTA. Miss Yurka, 
in a stirring plea on behalf of the 
movement, cited the recent closing 
_of “Temper the Wind” as an example 
|of the kind of drama that could be 
|} aided through a national theatre. 

Massey discussed the training and 
recruitment phases of the national 
theatre, stressing the fact that 
| ANTA would in no way disturb the 
| present drama schools and colleges, 
'but that it would serve as a post- 
| graduate course for youthful writing 
|and acting talents. 
| Philadelphia's quota was set at 
$99,000 in the organization’s nationai 
| goal of $5,000,000. 


EQUITY GIBSON RULE 
STIRS UP J.J. SHUBERT 


J.J. Shubert complained with some 
heat to Equity over its ruling on his 
complaint against Harry Gibson, the 
council not having sustained charges 
| that the actor breached his contract 
iby walking ou on “Come On Up.” 
| Manager appeared to have disregard- 
_ed advices to that effect from Equity 
and demanded the $600 fine levied 
' against the actor for not following 
| Equity rules. Shubert thought the 
| money shoyld go to him rather than 
| Equity’s emergency fund. 
| Actor had testified that iJIness 
‘caused him to quit the show, which 
|stars Mae West. He offered to re- 
| join, but the manager declined to re- 
| sign Gibson. Show is now in San 

Francisco at the Curran. It originat- 
|ed on the Coast, then toured to the 
‘east, but did not come to Broadway. 























LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February > 1947 





Ballet Theatre Sets $2.40 N.Y. Season; 
Sees No Need of Companies Merging 


wits: he hed: HU GETS NEW LEGITER, 
INDIE-OWNED CENTER 


way theatre, N. Y., at $4.80 top, and 
originally had no further N. Y. plans, 

vill play at Boston, Feb. 4. 
5 ga sag ier gn A The Globe Theatre, long a bur- 


will return for a three-week sea- 
son end of April with house as yet 
$2.40 top, in .an unprecedented , wiser A Bape 
gesture towards popularizing ballet | lesque house associated wi e 











Sani we are re- b ré and now redecorated = 50 ended . : 
at pop prices. Special terms are re- | “ noates ‘he Canter theatre | Building,” will be presented next 
ported being set at a large house to a nee srship and management 'Sunday (9) at the Princess, N.Y., | 
guarantee a satisfactory run at the | Un “ ae vty saci rm rk Finn 299-seater on 39th street which was | 
ps yt 4. IWh. ,0eWw, axwe A. e ; 
ew figure, ~ os -alle wabor Stage for a time and 
ee ee and Lawrence G. Lasky, joins the called L & 


The ballet company will also visit 


.- cS of the le it houses here. 
Cuba for the first time, for a two- ranks g 


It will be the second indie legit | 


week run in Havana end of May, house in the city, the other being 
under sponsorship and guarantee of the Colonial. All the others, the 
he Pro Arte Musical. Latter organt- Wilbur, Plymouth, Opera House, | 
zation (headed by the mother of Shubert and Copley, are Shubert | 
Fernando and Alicia Alonso, Ballet hoees. Policy of the house, the | 
Theatre stars) puts on a modest na-| 5:2 legit operated by the E. M. | 


tive ballet season annually, but this 
spring has invited BT instead. 
Ballet Theatre, according to its 


Loew film circuit, calls for popular 
Lprices. No specs or agencies will 
handle tickets for the house, and 
director Lucia Chase, plans to g0/ concession in the theatre will offer | 
abroad this summer for a London | cokes and nickel candy bars instead 
season, as it did last year, and is| of the lemonade and boxes of choco- 
planning to visit Mexico and South | jates. 





|and approximately 50% 


B’WAY SURPRISED— 
CRIX LAY IT ON LINE 


The critics have bought tickets for 
the five Experimental Theatre open- 
ing’ nights, it being the first time 
that the press has been asked to lay 
it on the line. They have been re- 
quested not to review the plays in 
the next morning’s editions but 
whether the aisle-sitters will hold 
back their notices appears to be op- 
tional with them, since any special 
reasons for not giving a prompt ac- 
tion is not evident. 


The first ET show, “The Wanhope 


was then used by USO-Camp Shows 
for rehearyls and tryouts. Prop- 





erty is owned by Emil Friedlander 
and was rented to the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy through 
which ET’s five plays will be pre: | 
sented, but sponsorship of the first 
play will be by Theatre, Inc. Each 
of the experimental plays are sched- 
uled for five performances. 

There were 800 invitations to po- 
tential subscribers for the ET plays 
favorable 
responses were received up to early 
this week. Eight of the nine critics 
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America next year. Company had 


hoped to go to Latin-America this | 


summer, but couldn’t make neces- 
sary arrangements in time. 

Miss Chase also squashed rumors 
of any amalgamation of ballet com- 
panies, or of Ballet Theatre's return- 
ing to the Sol Hurok fold. BT would 
continue to be booked next season, | 
as this, by MCA, she said, although | 
overtures had been made from vari- 
ous sources. 

Refutes Hurok 

As to amalgamation, Miss Chase | 
took exception to statement made | 
recently in Variety by Hurok that | 
the future of ballet is doomed un- 
less there \is combine of companies | 
into one. (At present, three major | 
ballet groups are on tour in the WU. S., | 
plus assorted minor troupes). Miss | 
Chase, admitting three majo! 
pantes might be too many, insists | 
that two are better than one, making | 
for healthy competition, divergent | 
repertoires, and more opportunities 
for dancers, designers and choreo- 
graphers. As to the public for ballet 
being limited, Miss Chase denies 
this, saying instead that the U. S 
ballet public 

Her company (now on tour) lost an 
estimated $50,000 in N. Y. last fall, and 
may lose another $150,000 before the 
season is over. Miss Chase admitted 
that losses on the road were greater 
than expected, due to bookings. But 
she explains that this has been an 
emergency year for Ballet Theatre. 
It broke away from Hurok, who 
had booked it for five years, late 
last season, in June, too late to set 
up satisfactory bookings for the cur- 

rent season. Late bookings, said Miss 

Chase, caused a difficult experi- 

mental year, in open weeks, wrong 

houses, too long stays in a town, 
competitive bookings with other 


companies, etc. All this will be 
remedied next season, said Miss 
Chase. 


Miss Chase admitted that it is 
difficult, financially, to tour three 
companies in the U. S. in a season. 
But amalgamation, she _ repeated, 
isn’t the solution. With world mar- 
kets opening up, she said, a better 
solution would be to send one com- 
pany abroad for a time, while the 
other.two toured the U. S. 

Miss Chase also admits that she 
and other backers of BT couldn't 
stand another year of such losses, as 
the present one. She says. she 
wouldn’t have gone on this season 
except for the advice and financial 
assistance, for instance, of Dwight 
Deere Wiman, legit producer and 
BT board-member. (Wiman _re- 
portedly put in $25,000 this year, 
as well as a substantial sum last 
year). 


Coast Angels Eggs Put 
In Several Baskets 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Bankrollers of stage plays on the 
Coast will get a new deal under an 
investment trust arrangement set up 
by Sol Cornberg and Everett Wile, 
operators of El Patio theatre. In- 
stead of risking their coin on one 
show, the angels spread their invest- 
ments over a number of legit pro- 
ductions with dough being used as 
first money, meanwhile collecting 
interest on their money as well as 
sharing in the profits. 

Cornberg and Wile will function 
as administrators of the fund for 
free. Their profits will come from 
eco-producing when their productions 
glick. 





| House is located on Washington 
street, a block away from most of 
|the other legit houses. Hasn't 


| housed legit for years, though once 


jon the dailies made 





is widening steadily. | 


had both opera and legit on its | 
boards. 


D.C. National Is Sued On | 


Discrimination Stand) 


Washington, Feb. 4. | 

National Theatre, town’s legiter, | 
has been hit with the predicted 
bundle of suits to test its ‘white 
only” audience policy. Five D. C. 
residents who were refused admit- 
tance and refused refunds on their 
tickets, have filed to get refunds 





discrimination. 

In addition Dr. E. B. Henderson, 
of the Committee for Racial. Democ- 
racy, and head of the department of 
physical education for Negro schools 
here, has filed suit for $500. He 
charges violation of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1875. This old law would 
punish those who deny public places, 
theatres or public conveyances to 
anyone on grounds of race, creed, 
color or previous condition of servi- 
| tude. Dr. Henderson is a Negro. 





| Shore Stock Company 


Situation Brightens 
Atlantic City, Feb. 4. 

After a slow start the venture of 

the Leeds Lippincott Co. in bringing 

here the George Spelvin players for 


don Hall’s 13th story “Theatre in 
the Sky” is meeting with success. 
The shows are offered on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights and the 
past weekend found almost sell out 
houses. The theatre seats around 400. 

“Arms @and the Man,” a George 
Bernard. Shaw offering, was the ve- 
hicle last week. The players are di- 
rected by Helen Morley with Allen 
Potter the production manager and a 
cast consisting of Ann Arden, 
Pat Worthington, Walter Meserole, 
James J. McCormack, Wade Dent, 
Arthur Cahn, Betty Egan, Ruth 
Phillips and Mark Wood. 


Ella Logan’s Rest? 


Ella Logan, featured in “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” last night (4) took a 
week’s leave of absence from the 
show to clear up a throat condition. 
Previous to her exit, she had been 
tiffing with show’s producers over 
billing. 

Miss Logan, it’s claimed, was given 
featured billing as per contract, but 
as soon as the show assumed hit 
| proportions, size of type was cut 
‘down. She is asking that former 
| prominence be restored. 
| Connie Baxter, Miss Logan’s un- 
| derstudy, is subbing. 











Heflin Preps Strawhat 
Los Angeles, Feb. 4. « 
Van Heflin, film star, is sponsoring 





a new summer stock company to put 
on legit plays at Big Bear. Lake, a 
mountain resort in San Bernardino 
County. 

Associated with Heflin in the new 
project, which will draw its players 
from the film studios, are Jimmy 
Maloney, nitery entertainer, and 
Colleen Case, daughter of Edgar 


' Kennedy, 


eight weekends of stock in the Had-’ 


remittances for 
| tickets, one reviewer or his sheet 





\being tardy. Couple of critics ordered 
| one ticket for each play and that 
may set a precedent because the 
custom is to send two tickets to re- 
viewers and generally a brace is 
given drama editors, also columnists. 
Subscriptions for the five plays 
cost $15, price per ticket being’ $3. 
There is no admission tax, for ac- 
cording to ET, money for tickets is 
announced to be donations. 





iN. Y.), 


N.Y. Scribes’ Scratch Hit 


N. Y. Baseball Writers annual dinner and show Sunda 
Waldorf-Astoria was accorded more press attention than at any time 
previously and the show “Down Mexico Way” or “After All It's Only 
Money” was covered by Howard Barnes in the Herald Tribune as 
though it were a Broadway production, with complete credits, Saying 
that the sportwriters tangled with the theatre with an entertainment 
that was “hilarious, colorful and caustic....topical as today’s news- 
paper and tottering in execution, the musical melange proved that 
those who cover the great national pastime have a wicked wit, re. 
markable nerve and a considerable lack of histrionic accomplish. 
ments,” so that Broadway managers have little to fear from the base. 
ball writers, 

Written by Tom Meany of PM and staged by Jim Kahn of the Sun 
the chief objective of the skits, songs and ad-libbing was Jorge Pas. 
quel, the Mexican who raided big league clubs this side of the border 
for a flock of star players last season. Among those ribbed were Joe 


y (2) at the 


McCarthy, Larry MacPhail, F. H. LaGuardia, Branch Rickey and 
Baseball Commissioner Happy Chandler. 

Arthur Mann, a writer now connected with Rickey and the Brook. 
lyn Dodgers, was singled out by the critic who said: “When he is on 


stage the production became something more than a ribbing field day.” 


Kahn was also mentioned for his performance, appearing as Chandler 
the baseball czar. He was in the finale “What Can We Lose,” the num- 
ber being “There’s a Great Day Coming Manana,” and “Supported by 


the entire cast—or vice versa.” Fred Weatherly as Pasquel, Heywood 
H. Broun, Milt Gross, Bob Cooke, Carlos Ferro, Bill Bloome and Ben 
Epstein mostly doing “solos slightly off ‘key,’ also caught the review. 
er’s eye. 

Barnes thought that “Down Mexico Way” won't make the Broadway 
musicals move over but that there’s a fund of latent humor on the 
American scene for the theatre to draw on. 

Arthur Daley, the Times sports columnist, said that the “exalted art, 
drama, received a body blow from which it may never recover... .this 
was sock and buskin trade at its worst—and the emphasis was on the 
sock infinitely more than on the buskin.” 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


a pressagent, and Richard Watts, Jr., a critic (Post, 
more than held their own against dramatists Lillian Hellman and 
Irwin Shaw in a radio debate on “Are the Critics Killing the Theatre,” 
which was broadcast from Garden City, L. L, early last week over WQXR, 
on a forum program sponsored by the N. Y. Times. Maney, who publicizes 
“Another Part of the Forest,” Miss Hellman’s latest drama, was of the 








Richard Maney, 





Noel Coward Malling US. 


Production of ‘Pacific’ 


Plans for American production of 


ranging from $4.80 to $14.40. They | “Pacific 1860” are currently under 


coms lare charging the theatre with racial 
| 


discussion by Noel Coward, author 
of the operetta which is running in 
London, and John C. Wilson, his 

S. representative. Coward ar- 
rived Monday (3) on the Queen 
Elizabeth for a six-week stay in 
New York. 

In spite ofmediocre notices which 
the show received in London, Brit- 
ish playwright-producer plans to 
bring it to the United States. 
“Pacific” will have its original cast, 
with Mary Martin starring, for 
Broadway unless play lasts for a 
long West End run, said Coward, in 
which case a new cast will be re- 
cruited here. 

Coward also revealed plans for a 
London revival of “Present Laugh- 
ter,” now on Broadway. He plans 
to take his original part, ‘ being 
played here by Clifton Webb. He 
said that he’d experienced some 
difficulty with costuming for “Pa- 
cific,” because of its being a period 
piece produced in the face of Eng- 
land’s shortage in clothing materials. 


‘Lost Colony’ Slated 


For 49 Performances 
Raleigh, Feb, 4. 
“The Lost Colony,” Paul Green’s 
symphonic drama which opened on 
Roanoke Island in 1987, will have a 
49-performance schedule this year, 
beginning July 1, and ending on 
Labor Day, the directors of the 
Roanoke Island Historical Assn. de- 
cided at meeting here last week. 
General manager John A. Walker 
proposed a $128,745 budget, which 
would provide for operating ex- 
penses, the acquisition of new equip- 
ment and improvements of the 
Watersidé theatre, where the play is 
presented. A committee was ap- 
pointed to launch a financial cam- 
Paign and request legislative appro- 
priation to help support the drama. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Heartsong” — Irene Selznick. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” — 
George Abbott. 

“Ten O’Clock Scholar” 
wood) — Lewis Deak. 

“Taming of The Shrew” (Holly- 
wood) — Edgar Luckenbach and 
Eugene S. 83ryden. 

“Yellow Jack” (revival)—Ameri- 
can Repertory Theatre. 

“A Moon For The Misbegotten”— 
Theatre Guild. 

“Parlos Story” — Paul Streger. 

“The Greatest of These”—Saten- 
stein, LuckO@?6aeti “and Krakeur. 

“The Wanhope Building” (Experi- 
mental Theatre)—Theatre Inc. 

“The Front Page” (road, revival) 
—Allen S. Adler and Joseph Ross. 

“O’Daniel” (Experimental Thea- 
tre)—Theatre Guild. 











(Holly- 





opinion that critics cannot ruin a good play, although he didn’t put it 
that way exactly. He felt that interest in the grosses and Hollywood 
possibilities seemed principally to concern most authors. Watts said that 
grabbing talent from the stage by film studios, high production costs and 
poor, plays affected the theatre much more than critics. 

Perhaps the presence of 1,000 women, members of the Garden City- 
Hempstead Community Club, tempered the remarks of the participants. 
Miss Hellman was much more pertinent when she socked the critics after 
her “Forest” opened and Shaw raged when his “Assassin” drew a bad 
press a couple of seasons ago. Miss Hellman said there is a boom in the 
theatre but it’s strictly financial, not artistic. Shaw thought that critics 
glory in the fact that they don’t know anything about the theatre and that 
they discouraged playwrights. He also felt that some reviewers dislike the 
theatre. Watts countered by arguing that while critics might not be fully 


oer. they couldn't attend plays night after night unless they liked the 
theatre. 





No living comedian was ever accorded accolades such as given Bobby 
| Clark in Sunday’s (2) newspapers for his performance in “Sweethearts,” 
| in which he opened at the Shubert, N. Y., last week. Incidentally it was a 
break for young Paula Stone and her husband Michael Sloane who re- 
vived the Victor Herbert operetta. Brooks Atkinson (N. Y. Times) went 
into rhapsodies over Clark’s antics: “His performance is out of this world, 
like a joyous figure skimming across the arch of a lunar rainbow... .he 
is laughter in motion.” The critic’s bouquet was headed “Our First 
Comedian.” 
_ John Chapman (News) éalls funster the “theatre’s greatest clown,” his 
Sunday piece being headed “Bobby Clark Rides Again,” saying any per- 
formance by him “is a masterpiece of comedy....Bobby has put on more 
one-man shows than the combined galleries of Knoedler, Duveen and the 
Museum of Modern Art.” In a heading saying that Clark “turns dross into 
gold,” Howard Barnes (Herald Tribune) starts his contribution with: 
“The great, rowdy days of burlesque and vaudeville are still finding radiant 
reflection on Broadway,” adding that Clark is the current standard bearer 
| of those neglected forms. “The great comedian is conjuring up a rare 
fund of laughter. As in the case of the late W. C. Fields, the star of 


‘Sweethearts’ is a performer who has his own personal idiom of 
buffoonery.” 





In the Chicago Daily News last Saturday (1) Sydney J. Harris said that 
playgoers are becoming increasingly indignant over the difficulty in getting 
good theatre seats. He said that every week he receives letters of com- 
plaint from patrons who declare that no matter how early they write ina 
for tickets or stand in line, the better seats are sold out to the ticket brok- 
ers. Stated that the Barnes agency has a contract with the Shuberts for 
allotments to the Loop hotel ticket stands. 

Joe E. Brown, appearing in “Harvey” at the Harris, Chi., received 4 
letter from John R. Robinson, an industrial publicist, complimenting him 
on the amount of publicity accorded the star and the play and saying that 
although he doesn’t know the show’s agent, his is the best job “in my 
memory,” going back 38 years. Show’s press man is Joe Shea. Robinson 
mentioned that he hasn’t seen the comedy because “I object to paying $5 
premium for two seats in the fourth or fifth row.” 





Jean Cocteau’s “L’Aigle a Deux Tetes” (now trying out in U. $. with. 
Tallulah Bankhead starred as “The Eagle Has Two Heads”) is currently 
d hit in Paris. Interesting to note are the changes in the script between 
original French and American versions, latter obviously tailored for Miss 
Bankhead. Although Parisian play is largely a vehicle for actress Edwige 
Feuilliere, playing a Bavarian queen, French version gives final curtain 
scene to the male, the anarchist who came to kill the queen, with the man 
dropping dead after stabbing the queen and spectacularly falling down 4 
velvet staircase. In U. S. version, it's Miss Bankhead, shot by the male, 
who does the grandiose staircase tumble to bring the curtain down. 





“Bloomer Girl” needs more than $25,000 weekly to break even, in- 
dicating that the present return date at the City Center h&§ hardly been 
profitable. Musical prospered on the road as it did on Broadway and.will 
enter New England stands upon conclusion of the repeat date next week. 
Production has some bulky settings which will be cut down, requiring 0DY 
three cars when traveling instead of four used to date. There will also be 
some minor cast letouts in line with the idea of reducing the operating 
nut but.the lead principals will remain for the balance of the tour. 





Max Wylie’s “The Greatest of These,” anti-imperialist play about present 
day India, will preem in Detroit Feb. 18, then go to Chicago March 4 for 
arun, Frank Satenstein is producing, in assn. with Edgar F. Luckenbach, 
Jr., and Richard Krakeur. Eddie Dowling is directing cast, which in 
cludes Gerfe Raymond, Mary Boland, Sam Jaffe and Bramwell Fletcher 
Herb Hirschman is stage manager. Charlotte Baylie will p.a. on tour, 
Jacobson taking over when play hits N. Y, 
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Chi Biz Strong: ‘Lute’ 206, Harvey 216, 
‘Yankee’ 176, ‘Norway’ 366, Henry’ OK 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Maybe the new trend is to keep 
warm in the theatre instead of at 
home. Whatever it is, bad weather 
made no dent in last week’s biz. 
“Student Prince” hit .its highest 
mark in 15 yeafs of Chicago playing 
with a last week of capacity. 

Only show not to hit the high 
notes was “Springtime For Henry,” 
in its first week at the Selwyn, but 
jow-price scale had a lot to do with 
it. Blackstone blacks out for a w eek 
until “Three to Make Ready” re- 
places “Prince.” 

Estimates for Last’ Week 

“Harvey,” Harris (26th wk) (1,000; 
$3.60). Increase over last week to 
$21,000. 

“Lute Song,” Studebaker (2d wk) 
(1.246; $4.20). Best biz this house has 
geen in a long time, $20,000. 

“Magnificent Yankee,” Erlanger 
(2d wk) (1,334; $3.60). Not too mag- 
nificent, but very pleasing $17,000. 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (9th 
wk) (2,100; $4.80). Humming along 
at $36,000. 

“Springtime For Henry,’ Selwyn 
(1,000; $3). Opened Sunday (26) to 
warm crix. Low topper holds gross 
down to $12,000. 

“Student Prince,” Blackstone (3d 
wk) (1,358; $4.20). Last week was 
y far the best here with $26,000. 
losed Saturday (1). 


Park’ 356, Philly; 
‘Lucasta’ $17,500, 
Bergner $10,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 

“Up in Central Park” led the legit 
parade with nearly $35,500 for its sec- 
ond and final week of its return en- 
gagement at the Shubert. That rep- 
presented absolute capacity all week 
and proved management’s first idea 
of ~ longer booking (three or four 
weeks) would have spelled plenty of 

rofit. Also “Park's” sensational biz 
ogether with fine trade done by 
“Bloomer Girl” a month previous 
disproved old theory that Philly 
won't go all-out for return engage- 
ments. 

Biz was generally good all around 
last week with “Anna Lucasta” get- 
ting $17,500 in its sixth week at the 
Locust. Trade for this one has been 
so big that length of stay here has 
three times been extended, first from 
six to eight weeks, then to 10 and 
now—although this hasn’t been offi- 
cially announced—to 13 weeks. 

The double bill—‘Miss Julie” and 
“The Proposal”—got a fair $10,000 
in its second week at the Forrest and 
that was due almost 90% to pulling 

wer of star, Elisabeth Bergner. 

lays themselves weren’t much liked 
ere. 

“A Flag Is Born,” last week’s only 
Opening, did moderately well at the 

rlanger with first week's gross esti- 
mated at around $15,000, which was 
~ from capacity for this big house. 

ropaganda play now in final week. 

Sensational advance for “The Red 
Mill” is now the talk of the rialto. 
Victor ‘Herbert revival is already 
sold out for first two weeks and en- 
gagement is virtually set to be ex- 
tended beyond four-week period 
originally announced at the Shubert. 
In fact as house has no immediate 





bookings and as there are no musi- | 


cals on the horizon, “Mill” can stay 
here indefinitely. 





‘Blossom’ 20G, D. C. 
s Washington, Feb. 4. 


“Blossom Time” held well for its 
second week at the National with 
better than $20,000 chalked up to its 


credit. Extra Sunday performance 
helped hypo returns. 

“Glass Menagerie.” ATS play. 
bowed in yesterday (3) for its 


kedded fortnight, with “State of the 
ey following for a three-week 
stint. 


‘MILL’ BOFF 33G, BALTO. 
Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Absolute capacity was the story 
here for ‘The Red Mill” at Ford's 
last week with a bango $33,000 the 
count. House was practically sold 
out in advance. 

In currently is revival of “Craig's 
Wife,” with Judith Evelyn given top 
billing. ZaSu Pitts in “A Dangerous 
Woman” is set to follow. 





‘Menagerie’ $8,500, Buff. 
Buffalo, Feb. 4. 
“Glass Menagerie,” in five shows 
last week at the Erlanger, at $3 top, 
&rossed neat $8,500. 


+ 





L.A. LEGIT BRIGHTENS; 
‘SURRATT’ UP TO 1436 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Legit looked brighter here last 
week than it has in some time. 
| Practically every house showed in- 
| creases for the seven days. Ken 
| Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947” had 
| another $17,000 frame at El Capitan, 





where it played its 24lst week. The | 


Biltmore offering, “The Story of 
| Mary Surratt,” finished its fortnight 
| with $14,500 for the final week and 
$26,500 for the run prior to bowing 
in New York. 

Belasco climved up with the fifth 
stanza of “She Doo1i It in Dixie,” 
claiming $10,500. “Pinafore” played 
to $6,500 for its first stretch at El 
Patio, putting the company in the 
black for the first time since the 
Gilbert and Sullivan shows opened 
three weeks ago. 





Current Road Shows 
(Period Covering Feb. 3-15) 

“A Dangerous Woman”-~Shubert- 
Lafayette, Det. (3-6); Ford’s, Balto. 
(10-15). 

“A Flag Is Born”’—Erlanger, Philly 
(8-8). 


“Anna Lucasta”— Locust, Philly 
(8-15). 
“Anna Lucasta” — Geary, Frisco 
(3-15). 
“Apple of His Eye”—English 


dnpls. (3-5); Hartman, Col. (6-8); 
ox, Ciney (10-15). 
Ballet Theatre —- Lyceum, Mpls. 
(4-7); Aud., St. Paul (8). 
“Blackouts of 1947”— El Capitan, 
Hollywood (3-15). 
Blackstone—Cox, Cincy (3-8). 
“Blossom Time”—Rajah, Reading 
(3); Mosque, Harrisburg (4); Karl- 
ton, illiamsport (5); Strand, El- 
mira (6); Aud., Rochester (7-8); 
Shea’s, Erie (10); Colonial, 
(11); Park, Youngstown (12); Michi 
gan, Ann Arbor (13); Palace, Flint 
(14); Keith’s, Gr. Rapids (15). 
“Born Yesterday”—American, 
Louis (3-8); Cass, Det. (10-15). 
“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost. 
(8-15). “—" 
“Brigadoon”—Shubert, N. Haven 
| (6-8); Colonial, Bost. (10-15). 
“Carrot and Club”—Walnut, Philly 
(8-15). 
“Chocolate 
Philly (6-15). 
“Come On Up”—Curran, 
(3-8); Biltmore, L. A. (10-15). 
“Countess Julie”’—Plymouth, Bost. 


St. 


Soldier” Forrest, 


Frisco 


(3-8); McCarter, Princeton (10-11); 
Lyric, Bridgeport (12). 

“Craig’s Wife” — Ford's Balto. 
(3-8). 


“Dear Ruth”’—Coliseum, Evansville 
(3); Aud., Louisville (4-5); English, 
Indnpls. (6-8); Town Hall, Toledo 
(10-12); Hartman, Col. (13-15). 

“Eagle Has Two Heads”—Hanna, 
Cleve. (3-8); His Majesty’s, Mont’l 
(10-15). 

“Darling, Darling, Darling”—Wil- 

| bur, Bost. (5-15). 
“Hamlet”—Lyric, Vancouver (3-4); 
|Temple, Tacoma (5); Capitol, Salt 
Lake City (7); Aud., Laramie (9); 
Aud., Denver (10); Aud., Boulder 
(11); Chief, Colo. Spr. (12); Aud., 
Pueblo (13); Aud., Topeka (15). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (3-15). 

“Lute Song’ — Studebaker, Chi. 
(3-15). 

“Magnificent Yankee” — Erlanger, 
| Chi. (3-15). 








| “Oklahoma!” —Cass, Det. (3-8); 
Davidson, Mil. (10-15). 
“Parlor Story’—Playhouse, Wil. 


| (14-15). 
“Pygmalion”—Iris, Mex. City 
8); Curran, Frisco (10-15). 


(3-15). 

“Springtime for Henry”—Selwyn, 
| Chi. (3-15). 

“State of the Union”—Conv. Hall, 
i Tulsa (3-4): Aud., L. Rock (6); Aud., 
Memphis (7-8); Temple, Birming- 
ham (10): Aud., Nashville (11); Er- 
langer, Atlanta (12-15), 

| “State of the Union”—Aud., St. 

Paul (3); Omaha, Omaha (5); Music 
Hall, K. C. (6-8); Radio, Des Moines 
(11); Orpheum, Davenport (12); Pal- 
ace, So. Bend (13); Parkway, Madi- 
son (14-15). 

“Student Prince”—Davidson, Mil. 
| (3-8): Parkway, Madison (10); Voca- 
\tion N. S., La Crosse (11); Lyceum, 
Mpls. (12-15). 

“The Glass Menagerie” — Nat’, 
Wash. (3-15). 

“The Glass Menagerie’ — Music 
Hall. Houston (4); Texas, S. Antonio 
(5): Paramount, Austin (6): 
| Dallas (7-8): Worth, Ft. Worth (16); 
| Majestic. Wichita Falls (11); Conv. 
Hall, Tulsa (12); Conv. Hall, Norman 
(13): Aud., Stillwater (14). 

“The Red Mill”—Shubert, Philly 
(3-15). 

“Three to Make Ready”—Black- 
istone, Chi. (3-15). 
| “Up in Central 
House. Bost. (3-15). 

“Voice of the Turtle”—Nixon, Pitt. 
(3-15). 





Akron | 


(3- | 
“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. | 


Melba, 


La Bankhead ‘Eagle’ Soars 
To $21,000 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Tallulah Bankhead is still potent 
b.o. She proved that last week at 
Nixon where “Eagle Has Two 
Heads,” despite a panning from all 
three critics, got close to $21,000 at 
$3 (without tax) top. Entire draw 
can’t be attributed to star, however. 
Boxoffice men, who can hear those 
things, claim that a good bit of 
trade came from bobbysox follow- 
ing of Helmut Dantine, making his 
stage debut in John C. Wilson pro- 
duction. 

Nixon currently has “Voice of the 
| Turtle” in for two weeks, and then 
| Gets ZaSu Pitts in “A Dangerous 
|Woman” and following that Eliza- 
|beth Bergner in her two one-acters. 





‘John Loves 156. 
Mister’ $33,000, 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

Three openings here this week all 
as of Monday (3), “Up in Central 
Park” at the Opera House, “Darling, 
Darling, Darling,” at the Wilbur, and 
| “Miss Julie” and “Marriage Preposal,’ 
double-bill, at the Plymouth. 
| Openers last week were 
jington Square,” originally skedded 
for two weeks but closed out Sat. 
(1) following cool notices all around, 
and Jooss Ballet at the Copley, in 
for four performances. 
|greeted too kindly by the ballet crix, 
jeither. Other shows remained good 





*“Wash- 





still phenomenal at the Shubert. 

“Brigadoon” is next at the Colonial, 
| coming in on the 10th, same night as 
“Importance of Being Earnest” opens 
jat Plymouth. Copley theatre gets 
film “Stairway to Heaven” on road- 
show basis Feb. 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| “Apartment 17-B,” Wilbur (1,200; 
| $3.60 ). Second and final week jumped 
ito estimated $12,000 okay. Leaves 
|here known as “It Takes Two.” 

“Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,690: 
$4.80). Ninth week still drawing big 
|biz with estimated huge $33,000. 
| “John Loves Mary,” Plymouth (1,- 
200; $3.60). Second and final week 
up to estimated $15,000, very good. 
| Jooss Ballet, Copley (1,000; $3.60). 
|Four performances ogly, and not too 
jenthusiastically received in press. 
|Did an estimated $6,000. 
| “Washington Square,” Colonial (1.- 
|500; $3.60). Failed to take either 
|with press or public and washed out 
on first week with an estimated $2,- 
1100. Closed Sat. (1). 





‘La West Does 15G, Frisco; 
‘Lucasta’ Strong $20,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 
| Mae West wound up the first 
| week of her “Come On Up” at the 


| 1,776-seat Curran with a gross of | 


$15,000. Last week, Maurice Evans 
concluded a_ three-week run _ in 
“Hamlet,” with a strong pickup to 
$27,000. 

“Anna Lucasta.” in 
| week at the 1.550-seat 
}a nice “20.100. 





its second 
Geary, did 


‘Born’ 176, St. Louis 


Garson Kanin’s comedy “Born 
| Yesterday” was bad for the first of 


la two-week stand from a b.o. stand- | 


point but a 100% click with the crix, 
all of whom tossed raves for the piece 
and cast. The first session, eight 
performances, wound up at the 
|American theatre Saturday (1) with 
jan estimated gross of $17,000. 

| The 1,700-seat house is scaled to 
| $3.66. / 





‘Pygmalion’ 22G, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 

Pegged as one of the country’s 
|poorest legit towns, Cincy nullified 
\that rating last week by supporting 
“Pygmalion,” with Gertrude Law- 
‘rence and Dennis King, to better than 
| $23,000 in the 1,300-seat Cox at $3.60 
| top. 

Standee and turnaway biz was reg- 
istered from Wednesday matinee 
through Saturday night. 


‘UNION’ 28G, MPLS. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

“State of Union,” with Neil Ham- 
\ilton, Erin O’Brien-Moore and James 
| Rennie, despite near-blizzards, sub- 
| zero temperatures and icy thorough- 
| fares, zoomed through to smash $28,- 
000 for six nights and two matinees 
at $3.60 top in the 2,100-seat Lyceum. 
| Weekend performances were sell- 


outs. 





‘Hamlet’ 15G, Seattle 
| Seattle, Feb. 4. 
| “Hamlet.” with Maurice Evans, 


one a matinee, at the 1,450-seater 
| Metropolitan, with a $3.75 top. 


i Engagement rang up boff $15,000. 


‘Ant? 126, Hub 


This was not} 


Broadway Biz Still Flourishing: 
‘Sweethearts’ 326, ‘Rainbow 4216, 


Beggars 32/56, Sons 14/56 in 6 


Broadway continues to flourish, 
and good business generally should 
prevail through winter, although the 
peak of that period is generally 
reached on Washington's Birthday 
and Lent has not materially affected 
attendance for quite some years. 
| Grosses in holding to profitable lev- 





els are bad news only to those man- 
e~ers waiting to find berths on the 
| main stem f-r new production. Re- 
{liable reports of sliding business in 
some out-of-town cities is not ap- 
plicable to New York. where how- 
ever, ther are tren of reduced 
| spending in the amusement field 
Temperate weather held throughout 
last week, which was April-like 
jrather than January. 

“All My Sons” had the first-night 
spotlight «lone last week. drawing 
violently opposed notices, but very 
promising business, takings being 
around $14,500 in the first six per- 
'formances. Three plays were added 


ito the list this week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 

“All My Sotis,” Coronet (1st week) 
(D-1,095: $4.80). Sharp difference of 
opinion expressed by the critics but 
the boxoffice did lively business; 


| $14,500 in firs‘ six times, including a 
preview. 

| 

| “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
(38th week) (M-1,427: $6.60) 
competition has arrived, 


Imperial 
Musical 
but the 


’ |money getters, with “Call Me Mister” | capacity pace of the list’s leader un- 


| affected; nearly $45,500 


“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- | 


'ton (11th week) (D-968:; $4.80). 
| Picked up slightly with several par- 
ties a factor and the gross approxi- 
mated $21,300. 

| Beggar’s Holiday,” Broadway (6th 
| week) (M-1,900: $4.80). Business for 
| one of season’s best regarded musi- 
lcals has been substantial; $32,500 in 
| big house. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (53d 
| week) (C-993; $4.80). The gross for 
| the week is usually computed be- 
fore Saturd:v and the count always 
| comes out arcund $21,000; all it can 


i “Call 
week) 


Me Mister,” 
(R-1,104: $6). 


National (42d 
Aimed into 
|}summer and will last longer, accord- 
|ing to continuous capacity 

| ance; close to $33,000. 

| “Carousel,” Majestic (94th week) 
| (M-1,667; $6). Approaching the two- 
year mark and looks sure go on 
beyond then: profitable business 
| rated around $33,000. 

“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 
| (9th week) (D-979: $4.80). Variable, 
|and without theatre party support, 
| takings are easing downward with 
i last week somewhat 
iabout even break on operation. 
| “Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
| (4th week) (M-1,319; $6). Click of 
this new musical undoubted, and 
|road company being planned; $42,- 
|500. capacity plus standees. 


| “Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
| (14th week) (CD-1.160: $4.80). Sells 
| out all times and there are no 


| theatre parties; takings close to $30,- 
500. 


“Harvev.” 48th St. (118th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Popularity of laugh 
show carries to virtual capacity 


| business right along and last week's | 


| gross approached $19.000. 
“Icetime,” Center (33d week) (R- 
| 2,994: $2.40). Somewhat overestimat- 


}ed but still ccmmands profitable 
| business and is slated into spring; 
_ $27,000. 


“It Takes Two,” Biltmore (C-920; 
| $4.20). Presented by George Abbott 
,and Richard Aldrich; written by 
| Virginia Faulkner and Dana Suesse; 
| opened Monday (3). 

“Joan of Lorraine.” Alvin (11th 
| week) (D-1,33_: $4.80). Looks like 
ithe play and it’s Coast star Ingrid 
| Bergman will figure in the spring's 
| prize awards; always capacity plus; 
over $32,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Booth (C-712; 
| $4.80). Presented by Richard Rodg- 
| ers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d: 
| written by Norman Krasna; laugh 
| play liked out of town; opened Tues- 
day (4). i 
| “Life With Father,” Bijou (374th 

week) (C-613; $3.60). Up a bit more 
last week when the run leadet 
| proximated $9,000; some profit 
| that level. 

| “Q Mistress Mine,” Empire (CD- 
1,082: $4.80). Played 42 weeks until 
forced to suspend when Alfred Lunt 
| was operated on; slated to resume 
|next Monday (10): Ruth Draper fill- 
| ing in with monologs. 

| “Oklahoma!”’, St. James (206th 
| week) (M-1,509; $4.80). Will com- 


at 


| plete four years at the end of March | 
and people will start collecting long | 


distance bets; plenty good; up further 
$28,500. 

“Present Laughter,” Plymouth 
| (14th week) (M-1,063: $4.80). Fooled 
|some managers by holding to profit- 
lable business longer than expected; 


Park” — Opera got capacity for five performances, |improved to very good $17,500. 


“State of the Union,” Hudson (64th 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). One of the 
‘most consistant big grossers on 


attend- | 


under $17,000; | 


ap- | 


Broadway with takings still around 
| capacity; $25,000. 
“Street Scene,” 
week) (M-1,434; $6). Drew followup 
|accolades and should command big 
money for some time, with takings 


Adelphi (4th 


around $40,000. 

“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale 
(llth week) (CD-1,025; $4.80). Has 
eased off somewhat but a money- 
maker for first three months: eased 
off: dipped under $16,000 

“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (17th 
week) (D-1,213: $5.40) Whether 
profitable pace will continue through 
spring questionable fol lengthy 


4 
drama; $17,000 estimated 

“The Story of Mary Surratt,” Mil- 
ler (D-920; $4.80). Presented by 
Russell Lewis and Howard Young: 
written by John Patrick: comes from 
Coast te open Friday (7) 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(147th week) (C-939: $3.60). At- 
teridance improved further last week 
to around $11,000; okay for longrun 
three-person play 


“Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” Cen- 
tury (6th week) ‘(M-1,712: $4.80). 
Must find another house after next 
week as Shakespearean rey 
advertised to open here Fe 
musical improved to $24,000 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (9th week) 


(C-1,001; $4.80). Should play into 
warm weather; has fared much bet- 


ter than indicated earlie the 
grosses lately have approximated 
$25,000. 


REVIVALS 
“Bloomer Girl,” City Center (4th 
| week) (M-2,693; $2.40). Somewhat 
{improved to around $26,000 but at- 
tendance for the return date under 


expectations; another week, then 
ballet. 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (6th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Has been getting 
excellent money with per- 
|formances virtually sel!My out: 
rated around $20,000. 

“Henry Vill,” “Wha Every 
Woman Knows,” “Jelw Gabriel 
Borkman” and “Andrecles and the 
Lion,” International “43th week) 
| (1,172; $4.20). Picked up and rated 
j around $18,000; “Androcle will be 
|Ziven more performance an the 
other plays until “¥: Jack” 
bows in Feb. 27. 
| “Lady Windermere’s Cort 
(16th week) (C-1,064 $4 One 
of the standouts amon als and 
getting about top nf in that 
division; improved to $21,500. 

“Cyrano de Berger; jarrymore 
(17th week) (CD-1,)je 0). Still 
attracting attention a diy busi- 
jness with last weg oping to 
| $19,500 
| “Sweethearts,” Sh, (2d week) 
| (M-1,382; $4.80). © 3 full week 
jestimated over $32,« ih is capa- 

»orte 


|city in this house at t! 


‘Wolfit Co, Hits $17,200 
In 2d Torento Week 


roronto, Feb. 4. 

| On holdover i: week at the 
|Royal Alexandra, Donald Wolfit and 
|Rosalind Iden, with their London 
,company, grossed an excellent $17,200 
with 1,525-seate: iled at a light 
$2.50. First perl ance in Canada 
lof “Volpone” for two performances 
|bumped the gross, with Wolfit omit- 
ting his “Hamlet” in the second 
jstanza. First week did $15,800. 

| But more important is the recep- 
tion accorded the London visitors 
/who are currently dividing the week 
|in such adjacent drama-starved cities 
‘as Hamilton, London and Brantford, 
|where the first British troupe to 
come to Canada since 1939 has sold 
‘out almost on mail order sales alone 
‘for a current week's gross of $21,100. 
\This confined to the Wolfit company’s 
,repertory of “King Lear.” “Hamlet,” 
“As You Like It” and “The Merchant 
‘of Venice.” Capacity advance sales 
'were: Palace (2,007 seats), Hamilton, 
three performances, $9,000; Capitol 
(1,630) Brantford, one performance, 
$2,700; Grand (1,200) London, . four 
performances, $9,400. AH theatres 
scaled at $2.50 top. 

Prior to going into the Century, 
New York, week of Feb. 18 the 
Wolfit company will complete its six- 
week Canadian tour with a repeat 
engagement at the Royal Alexandra. 
Toronto, where heavy mail order 
sale for this final engagement is al- 
ready evident. 





————————- 





‘Carrot’ 444G (4), N. H. , 


New Haven, Feb. 4. 

Preem of “Carrot and Club” failed 
to stir b.o. interest at Shubert last - 
weekend (30-1). Lack of cast names, 
plus so-so press, added up to an es- 
timated $4,500. On four shows at $3 
top (tax incl.), this meant plenty of 
vacant pews. 

Current is breakin of “Brigadoon” 
with heavy advance already in the 
till. Here for last half (6-8). 
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Stern Sells Three Papers 
In a sudden move which caught 
e Newspaper Guild flatfooted, J. 
vid Stern late Friday night (31) 
announced that he had unloaded his 
newspaper and radio properties to 
e Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 
, action, coming after almost 
three months of the Guild strike, 
meant the death of Stern’s three 
ewspapers—the Philly Record, the 
Ramden Courier and the Camden 


Post. Feb. 1 issue of all three papers | 


was the last. 

This means that, at least for the 
present, there will be but one 
morning newspaper in Philly — the 


Inquirer. It also means that there 
will be no newspapers in the huge 
South Jersey area covered by the 


Courier-Post newspapers. 
The Bulletin announced 
will publish a Sunday paper in the 
near future—“at the earliest pos- 
sible date,” including the Record’s 
features. Robert McLean, Bulletin 
prexy, also said he “hoped that the 
services rendered b, the Record 


and Courier-Post would be resumed | 
under independent ownership.” Sale | 


also involved WCAU, Philly CBS 
outlet, which Stern purchased about 


six months ago from the Levy | 
Brothers for $6,000,000. @ 
Under terms of the sale, Record 


employees who have been at work 
for the past 60 days will be contin- 
ued on the payroll and receive their 
regular weekly salary or wages. 
Provision has been made to con- 
tinue this for a period not exceed- 
ing ten weeks for those who do not 
accept other employment. A Bulletin 
spokesman also said these provi- 
sions applied to Record executives 
who have been getting out the pa- 
per since the strike was called, and 
that Record employees not on strike 
had been informed the Bulletin 
would endeavor to hire as many of 
them as possible. 

It was learned over the weekend 
that Bulletin officials have several 
potential buyers for the Stern news- 
paper properties. However, names 
of these prospective purchasers were 
not even whispered, and thus their 
identity remained as closely-guarded 
a secret as the negotiations which 
resulted in suspension of publication 
of the Record and Camden papers. 

The Bulletin, in its Monday (3) 
issue, front-paged a statement. call- 
ing attention to the fact that Record 
features and comics were appearing 
in the Bulletin. Drew Pearson’s 
Washington Merry-go-round column 
appeared on the back page of the 
Bulletin, the “anchor” position it 
always held in the Record. 

Other weekend developments in- 
cluded the fact that a meeting of the 
Guild was held Sunday.(2). At- 
tendance was large. Upshot of the 
meeting was that the Guild will con- 
tinue the strike, “to insure the co- 
hesion and unity of the three news- 
paper staffs so that they will be im- 
mediately available to prospective 
new publishers.” The Guild will 
continue to picket the plants, and 
distribute the “Real Record” and 
the “Real Courier-Post.” eight-page 
Papers published weekly. 

In Washington, the House Labor 
committee prepared for a hearing 


with Stern, Record publisher, and | 


national and Philly Guild officers to 
Probe the causes of the paper’s fail- 
ure. Investigation will be taken in 
connection with the committee’s 
hearings to dilute the National Labor 
Relations Act. One spokesman said 
of the strike which caused the pa- 
pers to shut down: “We consider this 


@ recent and most outstanding ex- | 


ample of the need for a change in 
the National Labor Relations Act.” 





Kaycee Strike Over 

Strike of the Kansas City Star- 
Times which began Jan. 17 was 
settled at a meeting Feb. 1 between 
Roy A. Roberts, managing editor, 
and other officials of the newspaper, 
and George L. Berry, president, and 
other officers of 
Pressmen’s Union (AFL), 
Pressmen’s Home, Tennessee. 
Paper resumed publication with the 
morning (Times) edition Feb. 3. 

The walkout had been called by 
the local pressmen’s union seeking 
recognition of its group as bargain- 
ing agent®for the contract carriers. 
Star’s stand on the question was that 
carriers are not employees, but inde- 
pendent merchants who buy and sell 
newspapers as other merchants deal 
in other commodities. 

This point the Star agreed to set 
aside for legal study in the settle- 
ment, which also gave a substantial 
increase in pay to the pressmen. The 


held at 


that it| 


the International | 


The | 


Star also agreed not to discriminate 
against the carriers who participated 
in the strike. 

Strike was the first time 
years that the Star missed publica- 
tion, The staff played Johnny-on- 
the-job throughout the strike, pre- 
paring copy as usual, but having it 
read over the Star’s radio station 
WDAF, instead of being set in type. 
WDAF which jumbled its programs 
extensively during the strike, re- 





sumed its regular schedules Mon- 
| day. 
eplothadacais 
Lot of the Guys Need It 
The Screen Writers Guild mem- 


bers frankly make it a point to col 
lect unemployment insurance (be- 
tween pictures) in order (1) to make 
it easier for those scribes who really 
| need the $20-a-week (for 20 weeks, 
| per annum) and (2) to punch home 
| that this isn’t charity. The double- 
| sawbuck is a legitimate return for 
|which proper insurance deductions 
| were made. 

| True, one actor who used to go 
|}down with liveried chauffeur and 
| collect the $18 (before it was raised 
to $20) made such a ridiculous pic- 
ture that he was shamed out of it. 


Mrs. Kober’s Bad Landing 
| Flown to Palm Springs for her 
| health, Mrs. Arthur Kober’s ambu- 
lance plane was forced to a crash- 
landing in Texas and she had to 
| change planes, necessitating another 
| $2,000 for the private airship which, 
| however, the insurance company as- 
sumed. Fhe original NY to LA plane 
ride costs $3,500 unless there's a re- 


|turn passage booked, when it is 
| halved. 
Wife of the author, incidentally, 


| hitting the sun for the first time in 
| eight months, is responding nicely. 
| Kober meantime has accepted script- 
|ing chore with S. P. Eagle at Uni- 
| versal-International. 


Walter Reade’s Sun Folds 
| Fold of the Asbury Park, N. J. 
| Sun last Wednesday (29) represents 
|a substantial financial loss to pub- 
| lisher and theatre circuit 





in 66— 


gate, Gallup Poll editor; Jay Frank- 
lin on FDR; Roger Butterfield on 
George Washington, and pieces by 
Robert Si. John, Vardis Fisher, 
Raymond Swing, Grace Thorne Al- | 
len, Ken Purdy, Dr. Roy Chapman 
Andrews, Sigmund Spaeth 








ers, 
tohrm Golden as Awtho 

John iden sometin 
Sunda yome writing st s for 
maga. most of the yarns being 
about business personalities 
He hi i six out of the last seven, 
hi gent having little trouble in 
pede 1e scripts. His lates I 
“My ear Old Mom,” is t 
mother of the late Jack ] 

Ve nown actor who liv 
Y« west side. Latte 
1 to the Right,” one of tl 
ue hits produced by Golder 
the late Winchell Smith, whe 
nad a n the playwi ting 
CHATTER 

Reginald Whitley, Lond tir- 
ror’s film editor, heading for “ng- 
land after fo ronths Holy 
wood, 

Dean Dorn «ane Teet Carl ol- 
laborated on a m stery nove Nine 
More Lives,” fo. Spring publication 
by Random House. 

Bill Ornst Metro trac 
has three pieces 
mags, P1 é hooner, 
| Short Storie i Writers’ 

Emory *slowan, rac , 
of the Philadelphia Daily News .« 
publicity director of the Atlant 
City race track, died in Philly Su 
day (2). 

Art Linklietie People Are Fu 
ny”) has authored semi-autobiog 
on his radio experience which 


| 


owner | 


| Walter Reade. Founded a year ago, | 


i'sheet grew out of a grudge which 
Reade held against the 50-year-old 
Asbury Park Press for failing to 


' 
| 
} 
| 


support his candidacy for council- 
|man in a 1945 election at the New 
| Jersey shore resort. 


Miffed when the Press did not aid 
his political aspirations, Reade 


lassociation with John J. Quinn, 
Monmouth County Democratic lead- 
jer and publisher of the Red Bank, 


yanked his film advertising and in | 


N. J. Standard, moved the Standard | 


to Asbury and set up the Sun a 
block away from the Press. Origi- 
nally designed as a throwaway, the 
Sun ciaimed a peak circulation of 
7,000 in its brief existence. 

Sun's editorial staff 


merly of the Newark Star-Ledger. 
Harry Talmadge, who had come to 
the Sun from the Long Branch, N. J. 
Record by way of the Standard, was 
business manager. Shortly after the 
Sun's birth, Reade was reported to 
|be dropping an estimated $5,000 
weekly and last fall this loss was 
‘said to have been pared to $3,000 
weekly. Several libel suits were also 
filed against the Sun. 

Speculation is rampant whether 
| Reade’s advertising for his four As- 
| bury Park theatres will return to 
|the Press. Even if he seeks space, 
'it’s understood he may be refused. 
| While his ads were out the Press 


carried a listing of film attractions 
as a public service. As an indication 
of the Press’ strength, it has picked 
up 6,000 more readers in the past 
|eight years to hit a current circula- 
‘tion of 20,000. Advertising rates 
were also recently hiked. 





Kraft’s “N. Y. te L. A.” 

H. S. 
Hollywood story with Paul Stewart 
utilizing Varirty’s “NY to LA” as 
the title. 

Martin Gabel has the legit Tights 
_to Kraft’s dramatization of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s “The Last Tycoon.” 





"47 Mag Makes Bow 
| First issue of '47, highly-touted as 
first contributor-owned general] 
magazine, bows on newsstands to- 
day (Wed.). Monthly, selling at 35c, 
is owned entirely by 300 writers, 
artists and photogs. Major article of 
first issue is a 10,000 word piece by 
Darrell Berrigan, “Facts Out of Ja- 
pan.” Mag also contains a short sto- 
ry by Pearl Buck; “My Country, 
Right or Left?” by William A. Lyd- 


‘the names of advertising agencies, 


comprised | 
some 20 employes headed by man- | 
aging editor Morris Mogelever, for- | 


Doubleday will publish in S« 
ber under title of “Being C 
Head.” 

Reg Whitley, special film corre- 
spondent for the London Exp! 
back to England on the Queen Eliza 


beth after three months o.o.ing “he 
U. S., Canadian and Mexican film 
scene for his paper. Most of t 


time was spent in Hollywood. 


FOREVER EMBER, OR | 
HOW HOT CHIPS FALL 


Unlike “The Hucksters,” which 
deals with the advertising end of the 
radio business, Lew Lauria’s novel, 
“Let the Chips Fall,” concerns the 
acting end of radio. An actor, writ- 
er and director, besides having con- 
ceived and founded the National 
Radio Artists Telephone Exchange, 
a highly successful and profitable 
business catering to radio artists, 
Lauria mentions plenty of names. 
He claims his book is “a true por 
trayal of those people of whom the 
industry is composed...except for 
an occasional instrument of plot... 


broadcasting companies, products 
and a few of the leading charac- 
ters.” 

The story is about. one Theresa 
(Tree) Drake and Dick Randall. The 
former is an ambitious radio actress, 


| who parlays her ambitions until she 


Randall, a_ scri- 
These two go 


finally reaches 
ous radio director. 


'through a series of unending mar- 


ltinis in the 


tournament of Adam. 
There's a dope-selling villain, a 
homo and a lezz thrown in for good 
measure, and even near-rape, be- 
sides some inside stuff on auditions 
and radio-artists “repartee.” One 
wonders how these hard-working 
artists of the radio find time for the 
many soap operas, mystery-dramas, 
quiz shows, ete., that must be fed 


|to the radio grist mill daily. Lauria 


| hemians. 
pioneer 


(Hy) Kraft has authored a) 


pictures these artists as true Bo- 
Burlesque and films in its 
days were just a_ kinder- 
garten compared to the life led by 
artists as pictured in “Let the Chips 
Fall.” 

Lauria has a _ smooth-running 
typewriter that pants out hot love 
scenes and pumps out vigorous dia- 
log with graphic descriptions. When 
the Jay public reads this book there 
will be many applications for mcin- 
bership to the American Federation } 
of Radio Artists, for everybody will 
want to join the very Bohemian 
crowd of radio artists pictured. 

It must be fun! I never knew my 
AFRA card entitled me to so much 
entertainment. And I surely am 
going to tell my co-workers, Sena- 
tor Ford and Harry Hershfield, to be 
sure and read “Let the Chips Fall.” 
I am sure they, too, don’t realize 
what fun thev are missing by turn- 
ing down those “radio cocktail par- 
ties,’ and by not reading “Let the 
Chips Fall.” 

I don't know if it would make a 
picture but it would make a swell | 
trailer for “Forever Amber.” 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 


} SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


| $625; St. Louis, 


| had 


, effects. 
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By Frank Scully 


Lion’s Den, Feb. 2. 

Grace Moore's finale in flames just about closed a peculiar chapter in 
show biz. Never again are gals likely to move up from musicomedy to 
pera, and in any case they are not likely to take their hard-earned coin 
and go abroad to spend it on training, for the simple reason that all the 
top teachers are in either NY or LA by now. 

In Miss Moore’s time Bartelemy in Monte Carlo was still the top coach, 
He had tutored Caruso, Martinelli, Mary Garden and Mary McCormick. 
In fact, between operatic seasons Caruso was under his wing for 16 years. 

At the time Grace Moore came out of a Music Box revue, Jue Quon Tai 


ame out of a Billy Rock’s “Silks and Satins.” Both headed for Monte 
‘arlo and Bartelemy. Jue Quon Tai was Chinese, and if she made the 
grade would be the first of her race to star in opera. Everybody raved 
ibout hei Mary Garden said she had heard only one voice that even 


ipproached it in 30 years. She would have made a beautiful Delilah 
Both girls were doing beautifully under Bartelemy during the summer of 


928, and then Jue Quon Tai got caught 


in a pincer movement involving 
narriage and movies. Though nothing could make her act in them. her 
larriage definitely made her career secondary to pictures. Movies were 
like a mistral that continually blew music out of the lovenest. She had 


married a great American painter who had turned to directing pictures, 
and she became such a good wife in the Chinese tradition that she never 
sang again. 

Blueplating the Yellow Peril 


She was told that her marriage might get by on the broad-minded 
tiviera, but it would never be accepted in Hollywood. As a result, when 
er husband was wafted to the Coast she followed and set up house in 
Beverly Hills. Still smarting under that crack about her social unaccept- 
bility, she began laying out parties to which only the creme-de-la creme 
as invited. These in time grew to a: as 200 for 


many dinner 


When she had received acceptance at least once from evervbody who 
as anybody she double-checked the list and then closed the doors to all 
isitors. She had vindicated her race, her social position and her cooking, 
nd thus was ready to call it a day. It was quité a performance and she 
ut it over without singing a note. Having heard her often under Bart- 


lemy, I can tell you Hollywood missed the best part of her act 


Jose Sings 

That opera stars do these things more often than not, there’s the case of 

se Mojica, who was going great guns with the Chicago and San Fran- 
cisco opera companies 15 years ago. Suddenly he announced he was quit- 
ting the stage for a monastery. Like others, I thought it was a publicity 
ag, but Ed Perkins, who handled Mojica, assured me it was the MeCoy. 

Well, R. W. Hemphill recently ran across the great Mexican tenor in, 
f all places, an almost inaccessible monastery in Peru! It was 

e capital of the old Incan empire. 400-year-old retreat, guarded by 
Andean peaks four miles high. It is called the Recoleta Monastery and 

run by Franciscans. 

There Hemphill found Mojica, now a Franciscan brother, full of vigor, his 
ands calloused from hard work and playing his happiest role. He rather 
expected to find a sad, shrinking recluse On Saturday nights Mojiea 
sings for others of the order and any visitors who may be preseat He 
sings not only religious songs, but like “Pale Moon* and “The 
Dream” from Manon. 

What message he had for those who remembered him in the States was 
proof that he had found a better solution than most. “Tell them,” he said, 
“I love them all.” 


at Cuzco, 


numbers 


Barnum and B. O. 

Just 100 years ago Jenny Lind took off from Copenhagen ter her native 
Sweden, but as terri as she was, Grace Moore outdrew hr in Copen- 
hagen. In her Ame ‘can tour Lind grossed $700,000 in 95 cehiecerts. Her 
net was $177,000, wich was all velvet, there being no taxes in 
those days 

Even autographs aad a different value. Shopkeepers wéud give a fur 
coat for an autogr ph. Pedple paid crazy prices for the first ticket to one 
of her concerts fer first Castle Garden concert, which drew 5,000 cuse- 
tomers, found on culture chump paying $225 for the firs? tab. That was 
Genin, the hatte In Boston top was $625; in Providesce, $650; Philly, 
$150; Baltimore, $100. 4 


invome 


“Arise, Knight, You're Right” 

Seeing in many places the story that Laurence Olivier was not knighted 
for his prod .ction, direction and performance in “Henry Y” because he 
marrieé a divorcee, I rise to ask if Sir Alexander Korda was not 
divoreed. fr. m Maria Korda and married to Merle Obern when he be- 
came Si A exander Korda for his production of Henry VIF. 

One-Sided Feud if 

Friend; of Basil O'Connor, prez of the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralyel) as well as the American Red Cross, point out that feuding be- 
‘we fs group and Sister Kenny’s is one-sided, as his bunch put up the 
i.st meney to launch her treatment in Minneapolis and makes a specialty 
of bypussing feuds. 

O’Connor’s formula is to get all possible publicity but not if it involves 
a clash, a toughie since clashes make news. Thus his embracing the 
March of Dimes, even if it meant scuttling of the Birthday Ball and his 
sance to the Rosalind Russell version of Sist Kenny and his soft- 
peddling of any differences of opinion on methods of treatment or distri- 
bution of funds. 

But he finally was forced into the open when the picture industry tried 
to hand him $30,000 in a lump sum instead of permitting his people to 
conduct personal collections. When he turned down Edward Arnold's 
check he made one thing clear: The day of personal charity as opposed to 
community giving is not over. 


ove 


Effective Immediately 
That radio is here to stay I'm now convinced. Months ago Zeke Manners, 
reading a commercial, announced that “taking Bayer aspirin shows no 
”* He meant no “ill effects.” But the fact that he said it showed 
no effect whatever, for it helped the sales curve upward. 














ioted by de Toth, on behalf of the 
film. It will be preemed in the Utah 
territory in which it is backgrotind- 
| ed, with star Joe McCrea also par- 
ticipating in the doings there 


Profit Deals 


—~———  (ontinued from page 3 








———— 
magazines. Boyer never before! . David Lewis, who produced 
would consider such an ad _ tieup, | ‘Arch,” is going to Paris for the 
Taplinger said. | world preem there, while Boyer is 
Ginger Rogers, Enterprise exec | 4*™@nging for a special showing of 


‘the film for the French ambas*ador 
|} in Washington. Taplinger went on 
with a flock of other illustrations, 
demonstrating “it’s different when 
its your money in a picture.” 

Effect is also felt, Einfeld pointed 
out. on the set, with stars showing 
much more interest in getting to 
work on time and wasting as few 
minutes as possible. This desire to 
get on with the work, he said, com- 

Veronica Lake, starred in| municates itself to the grips and 
“Ramrod,” and her husband, Andre | gaffers and technicians in general, 
de Toth, who directed it, are pres- | with the result that appreciable pro- 
ently making a tour, in a plane pi- | duction coin is saved 


also indicated, is currently in Den- 
ver on a double mission for the stu- 
dio. She’s squaring the unit for its 
cancellation of a promise made some 
time ago that it would preem “Ram- 
rod” there and assuring Denverites | 
at the same time that her forthcom- 
ing “Wild Calendar” will ‘get its, 
world tee-off in the town. ‘Miss | 
Rogers is also making a flock of ra- 
dio appearances. 
who 
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MRS. CURTIS BERNHARDT 
(Pearl Argyle) 
. Gurtis Bernhardt, wife of the 
Warher Bros. director, died sudden- 
of a cerebral hemorrhage last 
Wednesday (29) while visiting New 
ork with her husband. Prior to her 
tmarriage she was prima ballerina 
th the London Opera Co. Her pro- 
fona] name was Pearl Argyle. 
The Bernhardts were in their 
herry - Netherland hotel suite in 
ew York with Charles Miller, of | 
usie Corp. of America, when Mrs. | 
ernhardt was stricken. She died 
within an hour, before she could 
ven be moved to a hospital. She 
ad shown no previous signs of ill- 
hess. 
Bernhardt flew back to the Coast 
e following evening, with Mrs. 
eubardt’s body sent out the day 
after. The couple were in New York 
on a combination business-vaca- 
ion jaunt. Director had been con- 
bbing with Bette Davis on “Life 
of Sarah Bernhardt,” which was 
slated to be his next picture. 


© 











IvY SCOTT ‘ 
Ivy Scott, 61, vet musical comedy | 


and operetta star, died Feb. 3 in New | 
York’ She last appeared as Mama 


Grieg in “Song of Norway” and was 
with the show in New York and 
Chicago until illness forced her to 


made her debut in Sydney, Australia, 
at the age of five in “Master and 
Man.” Miss Scott arrived in this 
country in 1910 and her first role 
was in “The Merry Widow.” She 
later abpeared in “The Girl of t 
Golden West,” and “Robin Hood.” 
For several years, she was heard in 
rand opera, including a season at 
fre old. Century theatre, N. Y. oe 

Lath, “#liss Scott was in “Music in 
the Air,” “Revenge With Music,’ 
“Three Waltzes,” “Liberty Jones,” 
“Sunny River” and “Too Many 
Girls.” She also was heard in sev- 
@ral radio.roles. 

Survived by son and sister. 





MATHFA MERRIFIELD 
Mathea Merrifield, 33, dancer, who 
ppeared ik several Fanchon 
arco units before being stricken 

with tuberculosis, died in Stockton, 

Galif., Jan. 26 ‘ 
When becoming ill several years 
o she underwent treatment at the 

iu Rogers Memorial hospital, Sar- 


anac Lake, N. Y., and for a time she 
appeared to be responding nicely. 
fter a relapse “he decided to go to 
alifornia to liye with an uncle and 
She haé been living with 


eunt, 
them when the ¢nd came. 


In addition to her unit stints she 
had also appeared in New York nit- 
the former Holly- 
wood, where ker daring dances won 
She had 
also appeared in London niteries, 

it was upon her return from 
abroad that she became stricken ill. 


eries, principa: 


her overnight attention. 





GEORGE SANGER 


George Sanger, 79, retired British 
€ircus operator, died in London Jan. 
31. He had inherited the circus from 
his father, operated it for many 
years until his retirement 15 years 


ago. 


Sanger’s Circus was a standby for 
years-in London and the provinces, 
and, while never approaching Amer- 
ican circuses in layishness, it had 
trouped for years and was gener- 
— patronized by the British pub- 

c. 


During the past war, at request of 
British government, it had toured 
bombed areas for morale purposes. 





ARNOLD ARNAUT 


Arnold Arnaut, 78, restired circus 
in 
He was 
father of the Arnaut brothers 
and the Three Arnauts, both stand- 


performer, died at his home 
randy L. I, Jan. 25. 
he 


ard vaude acts. 
Also survived by widow, 





CLEM POPE 


Clem Pope, 52, former publicity 
‘man for RKO theatres in Cleveland, 


died’ in that city Feb. 1. 


In 1945 he left the amusement 

gee to donate his services to war 

He subse- 

| ged had gone into the advertis- 
4 


ond drives in Ohio. 


business. 





ED EDWARDS 
Kd Edwards, 64, former song writ- 
er, died in Philadelphia, Feb. 1. In 
ecent years he had been secretary 


the YMCA in Germantown, a 


hurb of Philly. 
Me was reputed to have headed 


his own musie company in New 


OBITUARIES 


} 


leave the cast last November. 


On the stage, for 56 years, she | 


he | 


York many years ago. He had also 
written songs, including “What Is the 
Use to Remember?” and “Oh, You 
Blonde.” 

Survived by widow and two sons. 





MRS. AGNES VON STROHEM 

Mrs. Agnes Von Stroheim, 58, for- 
mer wife of Erich Von Stroheim, 
actor-director, died Jan. 31 in Holly- 
wood after long illness. 

At one time Mrs. Von Stroheim 
was associated with D. W. Griffith 
as costume designer. 





CHARLES JOHNSON 
Charles Johnson, 50, booker in 
Dublin, Ireland, for RKO, died there 
Jan. 25. 
One of best-known men in film 
biz in Ireland, he was formerly with | 
General Film Distributors. 





MORRIS GERSON 
Morris Gerson, 61, indie Operator 
and veteran exhibitor, died last 
week at his home in Philadelphia. 
He owned the Overbrook, Hamil- 
ton, Haverford and Colonial thea- 
tre, Philly. 











ADRIAN E. FORD 
Adrian E. Ford, 71, former theatre | 


| operator, died in Norwich, N. ~ 
| Feb. 3. 
He had been owner and manager | 


of several theatres in the Norwich 
area. 





BETTY ROSS 
Betty Ross, 67, former screen ac- 
tress, who played number of leads | 
in Tom Mix westerns, died Feb. 1 at | 
her home ‘in Hollywood. 





PAULINE WESTMORELAND 

Pauline Westmoreland, 37, screen 
actress, died Jan. 28 at her home in 
Los Angeles, 


| Bawihard, Jr., Hershey, Pa., Jan. 30. 








Father, 80, Leonard S. Schlesinger, 
president and general manager of 
Warner Bros. Service Corp., died 
Jan. 31 in St. Louis. Survived by 
three sons. 





Father, 61, of the five De Marco 





and | 


Sisters, singing group currently on 
the Fred Allen airshow, died in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., last week. 





Mrs. Clara Cowitt, 62, mother of 
William, Leo and Emanuel Cowitt, 
all of Paramount, died Jan. 28 in 
Hollywood. 





Major Homer VY. Oldfield, 67, re- 
tired vaudeville trouper, died Jan. 26 
in Los Angeles after a long illness. 





Widow, 50, of Me! Klee, vaude per- 
former, died it! New York Jan. 28. 
Two sons and a daughter survive. 


_—————— 
B’hood Week 


Continued from page % 








with a special committee field 
men lined up to handle the wo 

Many theatres are expected to fol- 
low the lead of the Skouras circuit, 
N. Y., in booking special kids’ shows 
during the week. Skouras houses 
have lined up a group of shorts 
based on the brotherhood theme, 
including Sinatra’s “House I Live 
In,” Paramount’s “Don’t Be a 
Sucker,” etc., and the chain’s man- 
agement has received permission 
from the N. Y. Board of Education 
to let kids out of school to attend 
the showing. 

Radio committee for the drive has 
sent special transcriptions to every 
station in the ¢gountry. Platters, fea- 
turing spot announcements, have 
been waxed by Jimmy Stewart, 
Dinah Shore, Tom Breneman, Ga- 
briel Heatter, Jimmy Durante, Ful- 
ton Lewis, Jr., Fred Allen, Kenny 
Delmar, Eddie Cantor, Ben Lyon and 
Bebe Daniels, Bob Hope, Jack 
Benny, Helen Hayes, Clifton Fadi- 
man, Walter Huston and Raymond 
Massey. In addition, many top com- 
mercial shows are expected to plug 
the Week, and the. Advertising 
Council has set its allocation for ra- 
dio spots on network shows for the 
drive. 

Station managers will be contacted 
by three different sources. Industry 
committee, chairmanned by ABC 
prexy Ed Noble, and including the 
prexies of the other three webs, in- 
cluding Frank Stanton of CBS, Niles 
Trammell of NBC and Ed Kobak of 
Mutual, will contact each station. 
Web officials will mail letters to each 
affiliate and A. D. Willard, assistant 
chief of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, will also appeal for full 
backing to each station. 








MARRIAGES 


Peggy Phillips to Max Allentuck, 
New York, Jan. 31. Bride is Theatre 
Guild associate p.a.; groom is legit 
manager. 

Marjorie Houghton to Sturges 
Carne, Riverside, Calif. Jan. 25. 
Groom is an art director at Co- 
lumbia. 

Martha Alexander to John H. 
Hayes, Danbury, Conn. Jan. 29. 
Bride is radio and short tory writer. 


Rosemary LaPlanche to Harry 
Koplan, San Francisco, Jan. 31. 








Bride is screen player; groom is 
radio producer. 

Shirley Tanner to Robert Sparrt, 
Santa Barbara, Feb. 2. Groom is a 
film editor. 

Joyce Braun to Ingram Clark, 
Hollywood, Feb. 1. Bride is a secre- 
tary and groom a publicist on the 
Columbia lot. 

Warianna Richter to Hugh Mosher, 
Los Angeles, Jan. 25. Bride and 
groom are legit players. 

Mafgaret MacLennan to John C, 


Bride is ice skater at the Hershey 
Sports Arena. 

Gloria Balaban to Lee Wolfman, 
New York, over weekend. Bride is | 
daughter of David Balaban, Balaban 
& Katz exec in Chicago. 


BIRTHS 








¥* and Mrs. Dorid Mack, son, 
CRicago, last week. Father is exec | 
of Filmack Trailer Co. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Von Herberg, | 
daughter, Seattle, Feb. 1. Mother is! 
Gene Dennis, seeress; father is thea- | 
tre operator in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hallbert. 
son, Indianapolis, Jan. 30. Father is 
booker at 20th-Fox exchange in 
that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pevney, 
daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 1. Mother 
is Mitzi Green, vaude and nitery 
comedienne; father is an actor at 
Enterprise. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
London, Jan. 25. 
showman, 


Mr. and Mrs, Jack P. Case, son, 
Burbank, Calif, Jan. 25. Father’s 
asst. manager Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sonny 
daughter, Miami, Jan. 27. 
a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gabel, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 28. Father is radio 
actor and director; mother is Arleen 
Francis, radio and legit actress. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herb Meadows, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 24, Father is a 
writer at Metro. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sol Fielding, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Jan. 28. Mother is 
the former Mitzi Cummings of the 
screen; father is in Metro’s trailer 
department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lambert, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 29. Father is a 
film actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lee Phillips, son, 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 28 Father's a 
WCAE announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Ross, daugh- 


ter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 30. Father's a 
bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph DeGene, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 
Father's a nitery entertainer. 

‘Mr. and Mrs, Jack Ware, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 27. Father 


heads a radio recording studio in 
Pitt. 


Arnold, 
Father 


son, 
is British 





Kippe, 
Father's 











paiement 


Plays Abroad 


Continued from page 60 ——— 


Le Crime De Lord 
Arthur Savile 
Teddy Bilis as the piano tuner is 
the only thing that gets laughs from 
an audience ( which cannot take 
seriously the complexities of Ber- 
nard Lancret. 

Latter does Lerd Arthur Savile. 
the young man who on the eve of 
his marriage is warned by a palmist 
that he is bound to murder someone 
and is so impressed by the prophecy 
that he wants to comply with it as 
quickly as possible to be able to 
dismiss it from his mind. The 
psychological part of the story 
doesn’t emerge on the stage, 

The play has been well done. the 
long cast providing employment for 
the Herrand company, called “Rideau 
de Paris.” The set by Marcel De- 
camps and Alex Chevreux, showing 
a drawing room, and the period 
dresses by Gres, help substantiate 
the Parisian version of the British 
atmosphere and help keep the whole 
thing sufficiently unreal to prevent 
it from falling flat. Direction is fair 
and acting commendable, but the 
worthy efforts of the players are up 
against a tough proposition. Mavi. 




















that the days of the casual indepen- 
dent productions which somehow 
did business, good, bad or indifferent, lumbia Pictures prexy Harry Cohn 


are numbered. 
Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox’s pro- 


duction chief, accepts that point by | 500,000 picture 


stating: “We used to point for a goal 
of $1,200,000 in sales income per 
week to maintain parity, but that’s 
to Now we must get all 


got go. 


possible out of each picture. No more 
being content to stop if we hit over | 


a million gross a week. We must 


get all possible out of our top prod- | 


duct—or else. 


we took almost $500,000 out of the 
Roxy, on Broadway, from ‘The 
Razor's Edge. Can you imagine) 


how good it would be if we had 10, 


Roxys in the U. S.? Or I'll settle for 
only five. That’s the future of our 
film-selling: getting everything pos- 
sible from each top picture. That 
means the small films are dead, but 
it also means back to hard work to 


achieve this maximum gross per pic- | 


ture. It's not only a windfall for 
the distributor, but also for the ex- 
hibitor. I’m sure the exhibitor will 


find that he’s better off forcing a 


third or a sixth week that snowballs | 
from the single-selling campaign, 











Nix Negative Cost Limit 


In line with the general un- 
certainty in the film industry 
over skyrocketing production 
and distribution costs, Jake Wilk, 
Warners eastern story chief, has 
decided to discard all deals for 
important story properties hence- 
forth which set a limit on the 
negative cost of a picture. 


Under such deals heretofore, 
the studio always stood the rap 
in case a budget went over the 
stipulated negative cost set at 
the time the deal was made in 
the east. New setup will leave 
the negative cost in an ambig- 
uous stage. 








thus relying on the accumulative 


picture fresh and not doing as well 
with that B on the first week than 
he grosses with the stronger picture 
on its third or sixth week holdover.” 


No question, also, but that part of 
the general economic reconstruction 
must be curbed at the source. In 
short—production costs. 


It’s not sufficient now for the film 
tycoons to reminisce that when the 
panic comes labor will cut itself 50%, 
as it did in the past. There’s no such 
likelihood, they add. Steve Trilling, 
Warner Bros.’ production major 
domo, in the absence of Jack L. 
Warner on his European junket (just 
returned to New York this week), 
concurs with the rest of the top- 
ranking production heads that the 
major problem is co-relating costs 
with income. No question but that 
the ceiling (b.o. revenue) is coming 
down, and the floor (costs) coming 
up. If they ever meet there’s bound 
to be the biggest atomic bust in 
show biz history. The avenue be- 
tween ceiling and floor is still health- 
ily apart. It’s narrowing a bit, of 
course, but the main idea is not to 











permit it to come closer. All this 


| the studio biggies are agreed on. 


One way of aoing it is more care- 
ful preparation of pictures. Loew’s 
prexy, Nicholas M. Schenck, with the 
aid of the company’s Mayer, Katz, 
et al., screened several hours of film 
for the top Metro studio personnel. 
When it was over, Schenck said that 
these represent $10,000,000 worth of 


| picture production which never saw 


the customers, and won't. That’s the 


type of profligacy which Metro will | 


fight against henceforth on produc- 
tion costs. It’s a waste which went 
unnoticed in the abnormally bull 
markets of 1941-46, but which today 
is the difference between profit and 
heavy losses henceforth. 


Universal-International’s Bill Goetz 
and Leo Spitz feel .there’s no need to 
he overly frightened at costs. Labor 
may cooperate a bit more under ex- 
isting conditions, or costs may even 
mount, but judicious preparation at 
the source, it is hoped, should not 
only cut sufficient corners, but even 
pay off in improved product. 

Dore Schary, new production head 
of RKO Radio, accents this point by 
stating that if each picture is treated 
as a “special” undertaking, and given 





Special attention, any wastage 


Pix Production’ 


Continued from page 1 


| 
Here’s what I mean:| 


word-of-mouth, than opening some B | 


iT 


s Dipsy-Doodle 


through off-the-cuff and/or haphaz. 
| ard shooting will be eliminated. Co. 





says the same thing, and U’s Goetz 
j peters that even if the present $1. 
Boes up another 
, 100G or 200G, more careful prepara. 
, tion at the source should and must 
;make the 1-to-1%4 million-dollar 
picture look like 50% more. 

Even the 


indies, despite their en. 


thusiasm, recognize the Mayer credo 


' that, henceforth, perhaps only the 
real big ones will pay off. Mayer 
stresses that thus will Metro, y ith 
its star-studded stable, once again 


emerge as top-ranker—the 
wether position it long enjoyed wn. 
til the profit returns in recent years 
| sent that studio to No. 4 position in 
| 1946, outranked by Paramount, 20th. 
| Fox and Warner Bros. The indies, 


| for their part, seem to be indulgirg 


bell. 


j only in projects with showmanship 
ideas and 
ment 


merchandising excite. 
The yen for’more potent boxoffice 
outletgy which Zanuck touched upon, 
|is the keynote of the production 
masterminds. They sense that it's 
fallacious to cut costs haphazardly, 
else it undermines the basic quality 
|}of the commodity they must sell, 
|The need for intensification of sell- 
ing is uppermost 
ever, the eastern admen and mer- 
chandisers are huddling with the 
studio publicity and production top- 
pers, coordinating pre-selling ideas 
for the ultimate payoff. 


Thus, more than 


Despite mixed critical opinion, the 
b.o. performance of “Razor’s Edge” 
is a case in point. And David O, 
Selznick points to his “Duel in the 
Sun,” currently a maelstrom of cap- 
tious opinion from the laity and 
church. Selznick shrugs by asking, 
“How much do you want to bet that 
it does over $20,000,000 world gross?” 
He adds that the trade concedes him 
$12,000,00 domestic on the picture, 
and that Charlie Skouras concedes 
$15,000,000 worldwide. All of which 
ties in with the specialized selling 
of a certain type of picture, the 
| thing the majors now stress. 





It’s this showmanship and mer- 
chandising excitement which is at 
the crux of the general Hollywood 
uncertainty as regards story prop- 
erties. The current trend now is 
towards hitching on to some sure- 
fire plays or bestselling novels, may- 
haps paying abnormal prices for the 
insurance, but at least giving the stu- 
dios something to sink their produc- 
tion teeth into, and. above all, 
something to shout about to the 
trade, the exhibitor, the press and 
the customers. 


The talent agents, at the moment, 
are very unhappy about this trend 
from several viewpoints. It’s killed 
the market for originals—tempo- 
rarily, anyway. It’s bound to be tem- 
porary, they feel, because the orig- 
inal has been the groundwork of the 
film industry. But with the new ac- 
cent on only top-budgeters, the vi- 
cious cycle spreads as against lesser 
properties, and these in turn mini- 
mize the opportunities for the lesser 
players. Schary, Metro alumnus—& 
writer, basically, before he segued 
from Selznick to the top production 
berth at RKO—stresses that it was 
the ‘B” which gave Metro its new 
stars, pointing to Robert Taylor, Judy 
Garland, Mickey Rooney, et al. 

The writers feel themselves the 
victims of this same uncertainty 1 
more ways than the basic bypassing 
of their efforts in favor of fancy- 
cost books and plays. The writer has 
only recently, comparatively, been 
coming into his own as a potential 
writer-director and writer-producer 
(viz., Schary, Nunnally Johnson, Joe 
Mankiewicz, George Seaton, Claude 
Binyon, Jo Swerling. to name a few , 
but what has latterly evolved is the 
Zanging up of many writers on & 
single script. 

A favorite parable to illustrate that 
aspect of the gripe cites Max Gordon 
and Kaufman & Hart. If K & H 
don’t click out-of-town, they rewrite 
and revamp, and nobody but Kauf- 
man & Hart rise or fall with thelr 
efforts by the time their play opens 
on Broadway. Not Hollywood. The 
producer, ever uncertain, ever eager 
for more insurance, even if it 
marked “final shooting script,” will 
call in somebody else to doctor it, 
punch up dialog, etc. Again, it’s part 
of the same uncertainty. The .% 
reaction in the next few months will 
Clarify much of it. 
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Broadway 


Ellin and Irving Berlin due back 
from Calif. vacation. “ ; 

Boris Morros east for his “Carnegie 
Hall” (UA) tradeshowings, 

Pathe eastern studio manager Har- 
old Lewis to the Coast on biz. 
Gladys Glad (Mrs. Mark Hellinger) 
ailing with a bad back on the Coast. 

Eddie Dimond will be stage man- 
ager of “A Moon for the Misbegot- 


ar Crown, Goldwyn foreign sales- 
manager, back from several weeks 
in Mexico. 

Monte Proser has co-authored a 

op song. “My Little Guy,” dedicated 

o his son Chips _ 

Ralph Wheelwright, of the Me- 
tro studio publicity staff, returns to 
Coast today (Wednesday). 

Film Daily’s Don Mersereau re- 
cuperating at Doctors hosp after be- 
ing slapped down by a taxi. 

The Jules Leveys due in New York 
after leaving the Coast over the 
weekend. Couple may go to Europe. 

William G. King, former music 
editor of the N.Y. Sun and CBS 
supervisor, joined Consolidated Con- 
certs. 

Jake Wilk east, following studio 
huddles, to meet Jack L. Warner in 
N. Y. as latter returned from Euro- 
pean 0.0, Z 

Film producer Joe Pasternak back 
in New York after weekend in 
Washington, prior to heading for 
Nassau vacation. 

John Fogarty and Stan Kavanagh, 
who head a USO unit, back from 
Germany but go to Japan with the 
outfit next month. 

Everett Thorner named exploita- 
tion field man for Liberty Films, to 
work out of Mort Nathanson’s New 
York ad-pub office. 

Oscar Doob, Loew’s theatre exec, 
and Mrs. Doob vacationing at La 
Quinta, Calif., after which Doob 
will huddie with Metro studio execs. 

Osear Serlin is through with 
“Washington Square,” which cost 
pay to produce, other showmen 

eing reported interested in acquir- 
ing the drama. 

“The Barker” to be staged by the 
Abbe Theatre School Feb. 7 and 14, 
with David Lewis directing, and 
Robert O’Byrne, school’s exec direc- 
tor, in lead role. 

Ted Morris of Metro’s studio pub- 
licity staff, in New York for a spe- 
cial assignment on the “Yearling” 
campaign, relieved of $38 by gunman 
in Hotel Astor corridor. 

Kay Gorcey Marx and Groucho 
easting in March after rancho holi- 
day in California, before sailing for 
European vacation. Ties in with 
Marx’ upcoming “Copacabana” pic. 

Henry Barnard, of last season’s 
“Home of Brave” cast, playing lead 
in Equity Library Theatre’s “Beyond 
the Horizon” tonight (Wed.) through 
Friday, Christine Edwards staging. 

Benay Venuta (Mrs. Armand 
Deutsch) due for debut in an Eagle- 
Lion film, got unwelcome publicity 
on a $75,000 white mink coat (sup- 
posed rarity), which cost under 5G, 

Associated Playwrights, outgrowth 
of Theatre Guild’s playwrighting 
seminar last season, to present first 
play, Nicholas Biel’s “Winners and 
Losers.’ at Grand St. Playhouse 
Feb. 21. 

Bosley Crowther, film critic for 
the New York Times, has shoved 
off for two weeks of lectures on 
films and their role in the postwar 
era, talking to schools and civic or- 
ganizations, 

Deborah Kerr gets Time mag 
cover this week in a neat gree. 
Last issue it was Robert Young, 
owner of Eagle-Lion, which is dis- 


tributing Miss Kerr's forthcoming 
“Adventuress.” 

John Houseman, currently on 
Broadway, where he _ recently 


helped produce “Beggar’s Holiday,” 
returns to Hollywood in two weeks 
to produce “That Girl From Mem- 
phis” for RKO. . 

Jack Davies to Florida Saturda 
(8) to spend the next two weeks 
with Charlie Bidwell, owner of the 
Chicago Cards gridders. Agent 
helped complete the Charlie Trippi 
deal for Bidwell. 

“Front Page,” revived early in the 
fall, is going out under different 
management, opening at the Civic, 
Chicago, Feb. 17. New managers, 
Allen A. Adler and Joseph Ross, 
bought the production. 

Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers benefit for its welfare fund 
will be a special performance of 
Finian’s Rainbow,” April 12. Bazaar, 
held formerly, has been scrapped. 
There will be a souvenir program. 

Mrs. Jack Warner, who returned 
from Burope Monday (3) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth with her husband, 
iS expected to return to Switzerland 


In June to pick up their daughter, 
Barbara, who's’ attending school 
ere, 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Variety Club has resumed its Fri- 
dav Family Nights. 

Accordionist a Wallace back at 
ey LuMarba after four months on 
our. 

Lew Kay, WJAS salesman, and 
his wife to Miami Beach for three 
weeks. 

Mrs. Pat Caramela, who runs the 
Oasis, off for Florida to spend the 
winter, 

Karen Jersun, former band vocal- 
ist, now hostessing at the Mercur 
Musie Bar. 

Jackie Dodge, radioman Leonard 


Rapper's secretary, ailing in the Al- 
legheny General fos ita}, 
hil Koury, Cecil B. Mille’s 
p.a., ix from Coast to make some 
contacts on “Unconquered.” 

Donald Steinfirst, Post - Gazette 
music critic, off to Mexico to cover 
Pittsburgh Symphony concerts there. 

Dancers Walter and Jean Brown 
have been around for a month play- 
ing club dates with KDKA enter- 
tainers, 

Joan Brooks back to New York 
to cut four sides for Diamond Rec- 
ords following Terrace Room en- 
gagement. 

Norbert Stern, who owns Drive-In 
theatre at South Park, has bought 
Medical Arts building in 
for $475,000. 

Moira Stewart, keyboard 
| Hollywood Show Bar, 
iJ. L. Coleman. Jr.. and 
a June wedding 
| American Federation of Radio 
Artists has scheduled its annual 
shindig for Liay 16 and proceeds go 





ace at 
engaged to 
they plan 


to Juvenile Court Fund. 
James L. Baker, head of Mode 
Art Pictures here. named motion 


| picture counsellor for television sta- 
|} tion WEWS in Cleveland. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


William “Vells, UNRRA film chief, 
off to the Virgin Islands for a vaca- 
tion. 

Earl Gammons. 


CBS veepee. on 


guest list for White House dinner 
past weel.. 
Cheverly. new Sidney Lust the- 


atre in nearby Cheverly, Md., preems 
Thursday (6). 

Bill Michaelson, 20th 
D.C. area. in hospital 
from operation. 


flack 
recuperating 


Metro's world preem for “Begin- 
ning or 1e End.” skedded for 
Loew's Palace, Feb. 19, will be 


strictly an invitation affair and very 
brasshat. 

Mrs. Paul Porter, wife of. the ex 
FCC and OPA head, __ thanked 
WWDC, local station. for broadcast- 
ing news of her husband's safe ar- 
rival in Greece eight hours before 
she received direct word. 

Visiting film exhibitors who came 
here past week for various func- 
tions were guests of Nate Golden, 
Dept. of Commerce film chief, at a 
special screening of “Girl of My 
Dreams.” German Agfacolor pic. 

Al Benson upved from sales man- 
ager to branch manager of D. C. 
Paramount exchange, replacing Ed 
| Fontaine, who is handling Selznick 





| distribution for this. area. H. C. 
| Thompson is new sales manager. 

Negro Drama Group of N. Y., 
| under direction of Powell Lindsey, 


| presented “Cliudia” in Howard The- 
|atre, large Negro film house, for a 
two night stand past week in effort 


to hurdle color discrimination in 
D. C.'s legits. 
Toots Shor played a return en- 


gagement at the White House when, 
with frau, he attended 
dinner in honor of Senate president 
Arthur Vandenberg past week. Shor 
was guest of Postmaster General 
Robert Hannegan. 

Film people who trekked here 
for Texas State dinner past Friday 
(31) included H. J. Griffith, head of 
| Griffith Circuit of Oklahoma and 
Dallas, E. H. Rowley. pres. of Rob- 
ert Rowley. Inc., L. M. Rice. of Row- 
ley outfit, and Jim Clements of 





| Dallas. 
| Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 
Jose E. Salazar Ortiz formed 


diskery, Records Mexicanos. 
Theatre in Mexico similar to the 


Miguel Aleman. 

New film. circuit 
Eduardo F. Gutierrez 
Cines San Luis. 

Daily sheets Excelsior, El] Univer- 
sal and Novadades, hit with paper 
shortage, hiked prices a third. 

First radio announcers strike in 
Mexico has hit XEGN. Tiajuana. 
Mikemen were pulled by their union 
| when station refused demands for a 
| pay hike. ; 
| Despite complaints of indie pic 
producers that banks are disinclined 
to lend ’em coin, production in the 
industry as a whole this year may 
top the record high of °46. 

Jorge Mendoza Carrasco. scribe 
for Excelsior and Ultimas Noticias, 
who pens a column under the 
pseudonym of “Lumiere.” 
Sol Ordorica. daughter of Ultimas 
Noticias’ publisher. 


launched by 
to be called 


Ramex (RKO) studio’s announce- 
ment to make i2 pi. this year. Link 
with RKO sets dangerous prece- 
dent, they say. and points up pos- 
sibility of Hollywood companies 
monopolizing local biz. 

Banco de la_ Industria 
managed by producer 
Anda, lent less coin last 
|cording to balance sheet dated 
Dec. 31. Loans, discounts and 
credits dropped to $452,789 ‘mex.), 
off some $75.C00 ‘(Mex.). 

Isabela Corona. jobless for 18 
months, resigned from Picture Pro- 
'duction Workers Union (STPC) and 
joined National Cinematographic In- 
dustry Workers Union ‘(STIC). Ac- 
tress is now doing theatre p.a.’s and 
is slated for a film to be produced 
under STIC’s. jurisdiction. 


Filmica, 
Raul de 
year, ac- 





for | 


dy» i % I eo 1 re 
President's | ing accident, with Arlene Judge and 


Comedie Francaise decreed by Pres. | 





London 


Nat D. Ayer granted his discharge 
from bankruptcy in the London 
courts. 

Second daughier born to Doris 
Hare, hostess of radio feature “Ship- 
mates Ashore.” 

Jack Waller has new play 


West End production, 
Leslie Armstrong, who directed 
“But for the Grace of God,” taking 
over .the role played by Michael 
Gough to enable latter to go into 
films. 
Ann Casson, actress 


son, to marry Douglas Campbell, 


| fellow member of the Old Vic Co., 


which has been touring. 
Actress Maria Elsner, 
Baroness Horwath and 
of Charles Halle, after 
famous Halle Orchestra is 
will marry.Sir John Fisher. 
Jack and Daphne Barker are fy- 


formerly 
grandniece 
whom 
nanied, 


ing to South Africa early in Febra- | 
lary 


for cabaret and vaudeville toiry, 


;On return to England, they forsake 





cabaret for legit. with Evadne Price 
writing special vehicle for them. ‘ 
Sam Lister, former theatre mapn- 
ager, and Catherine Williams, who 
has been with the company for over 
10 years, appointed jointly entertain- 
ment managers for Blackpool Tower 
and Winter Gardens companies ih 
place of Clement Butson. who leaves 
to become ditector of Tom Arnold, 


| Ltd. 








| 


| 





| 


wed to | 


} 


Mex film producers burning over | 


| 


j 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 


with | 
music, titled “The Mustard Pot,” for | 


daughter of | 


| Sybi ato A a h f 
Oakland | ybil Thorndike and Sir Lewis Cas 


the | 


e@chief just back from U. S. 


shoot local snow scenes for the Gold- 
wyn production, “The Bishop's 


the scenes were shot on the prin- 
cipal local business thoroughfare 


back part of its pre-Christmas dec- 
| orations. 
i 








Australia 


By Erie Gorvick 

William Herbert, local singer, 
leaves for London soon to do an 
opera season at Covent Garden. 

William Osborne, Monogram’s for- 
;eign rep, arrived in Sydney after 
ilong span in Singapore and Manila. 

Dave Martin, lead of the Tivoli 
loop, will probably make another 
talent trip to U. S. and England late 
| this year. 


Harry Watt hopes to be back in 
Aussie right after Lent to start 
cameras turning on local’ yarn, 


“Eureka Stockade.” 

Doris Fritton is making bid for a 
irun with “Six Characters in Search 
8f an Author” at her Independent 
theatre, North Sydney 
Chips Rafferty is making tour of 
| the stix with Ealing’s “Overlanders.” 
| “Follow the Girls” is winding up 
|a fine run in Sydney for Williamson- 
| Tait. Show goes on the road soon, 
proceeding to New Zealand later. 
| Lois Green and Don Nichol! are the 
| stars. 

Hal Houghton has arrived here to 
| becong@.assistant to Hermann Flynn 
in Paramount’s advertising-publicity 
\dept. Formerly in the U. S. Navy; 
jhe was with Paramount in Los An- 
Relies. 
Stan 


Higginson, Warner's local 


huddles, 


Helen Jepson in town for concert.9* setting top deals for product via 


Lanny Ross 
club. 

Ivan Black. the N. Y. publicist in 
town for stay. 
George Dixon. INS columnist, due 
Roney in mid-month. 
Jane Froman, ailing, had to can- 
cel Latin Quarter engagement. 

Al Jolson and Harry Akst to Key 
West for March of Dimes benefits. 


into swank Brook 


at 


Sammy Kaye, in for a_ personal, 
making the rounds with Sonny 
Skylar. 


Ed (Duffy’s Tavern) Gardner here 
to join Robert Ripley on his trip 
through Caribbean waters. 

Eddie Davis due in Palm Beach 
this week for look-see at new Leon 
& Eddie’s operation and rest. 

Ben Gaines tossed celeb party for 
Ed (N. Y. News) Sullivan at 
Blackamoor room, Sundav»s2). 

Tony & Sally Demaedo, Eddie 
Shaeffer and Emile Borecvhead new 
show at Lou Walters Latin Quarter. 

Martha Stewart. vacationing here 


with husband Joe E. Lewis, heads | 
for 20th-Fox pic commitment in 
about two weeks. 

Life and Collier's photogs and | 


writers in town again and taking the 
kind of pix they want, with locali- 
ties resigned to annual blast. 

Nick Condos, here with wife Mar- 
tha Raye, suffered cut lip in boat- 


others escaping without injury 
Harold Lloyd arrived for preem 

of “Sin Of Harold Diddlebock”: first 

of its kind here since pre-war. Will 


be staged at Wometco’s. Lincoln 
theatre on Beach. 
Grand Jury adjourned without 


any comment on local gambling sit- 
uash which has gone wide 
Bookies and several casinos operat- 
ing with little interference. 

Florence Desmond added to Co- 
lonial Inn show which features Joe 
E. Lewis and Senor Wences. Frank 
Sinatra due there Feb. 10 for five 
night engagement, with salary go- 
ing to charity. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Jane Pickens into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room. 


North Star Drama Guild offering | 


“Enchante. Forest.” 

Harry Shapiro back 
of Union” at Lyceum. 

‘Ice Follies” scheduled for Arena 
April 15 through May 5 

Al Sheehan bringing back Tito 
Guizar to Lyceum Feb. 20. 

“Student Prince” back to Lyceum 
for four nights, starting Feb. 12. 

Fay Dressell, RKO branch man- 
ager, back at desk following recov- 
ery from major operation. 

Spike Jones and “Jazz in Philhar- 
monic” playing return engagements 
at Auditorium this month. 

Frank Mantzke, head of North- 
west Theatre Service. buying and 
booking combine, recovered from 
recent illness. 

Bob Crésby 


with “State 


show delayed five 


hours by snowstorm getting here 
from Omaha, setting back opening 
day schedule. 

M. A. Levey, 20th-Fox district 


manager, to Rochester, Minn.. to be 
with W. C. Gehring. central sales 


| manager. while latter goes through 
| Mayo clinic. 


With inability now to tell where 
one city leaves off and other starts, 
bill has been introduced in state 
legislature to merge Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. 

March of Dimes ball 


George and Richard, Jane Pickens, 
Lyn Shirley and Terry O'Donnell in 
addition to three local bands. 
Hollywood camera unit, waiting 
here for more than a month for a 





snowstorm in order to enable it to 


his 4 


open. | 


had Bob | 
| Crosby, Buster Shaver with Olive, 


the Hoyts’ loop. 
debuts at 
/month. 

Mark Ostrer, formerly an associ- 
‘ of J. Arthur Rank, due here 
fext week. His coming has started 
|a flow of speculation as to whether 
| fresh capital for Aussie films is in 
| the offing. 


“Mildred Pierce” 
Regent, Sydney, this 





Vienna 


| Adtrian cabarets 
poorly. 

Mundus Film’s “Triumph of Love” 
| Slated for release soon. 

Belvedere Films completed 
Gluécksmuehle” (‘Mill of 
| ness” ), 
| ..vienna’s Boys Choir moved to 
‘ifew quarters in Augarten palace in 
| Second district. 
| Operetta librettist Johannes 
| Brandt returned after eight years 
;exile in France. 

Robert Stolz won enthusiastic re- 
ception in recent recital at his 
| hometown, Gratz. 

English composer Benjamin Brit- 
ten and M. Solomon, London pianist, 
slated for summer retitals here. 

American violinist Arnold Eidus 
inked for an appearance’ here 
| Jan. 28 with the Vienna Symphony 
Orch. 

Helene Thimig inked for appear- 
ances at the Volkstheater and Josefs- 


doing very 


“Die 





| tadtheater after her return from 
| the U. S. 
| Prof. Josef Krips, first Austrian 


j artist to appear in the Soviet, planed 
|to Moscow where he’s to direct six 
| concerts. , 
First SWiss pic shown in Austria, 
|“A Shot ffom the Pulpit,” based on 
| Konrad Neyer’s novel, preemed at 
| Kreuz Kiao. 

| Ernest H. Haeusserman, former 
|Burg theatre member and currently 
a radio exec, appointed U. S. film 
control officer. 

RKO’s “Suspicion” playing one 
and K@loseum théatres due to the 
power shortage. 

Max: Pfeffer Theatre Verlag 
publish various U. S. plays includ- 
wg “Ghost in the House” by Hagar 
7ilde and Dale Eunson. 

M. Schaad producing “We Are 
Here” (“Wir sind dabei’) newsreel 
slated to be made twice-monthly at 
the Rosenhuegel studios. 

AKM (Austrian ASCAP) getting 
back on feet with royalty collections 
'in provinces surpassing those in 
Vienna for the first time last month. 


to 


“chamber of art” (Kunst Kammer) 
aroused opposition of practically all 
organizations in field of entertain- 
ment. 





Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 
Bill Banks, WHAT prexy. on tour 
of Latin and South America. 
Sophia Young has joined Frank 
Pease’s Video Artists Attractions 
agency. 
| Ruth Welles, KYW women’s pro- 
back from Arizona 
vacation. 


Clarence Furhman, musical di- 
rector of KYW, has opened a book- 
ing agency. 

Tony Wheeler, WFIL vet an- 
nouncer, out of Bryn Mawr hospital 
after serious illness. 

Phil Klein, head of ad agency 
bearing his name, has returned from 
extended trip to Mexico. 

Joe McLaughlin, vet Philly news- 
| paperman, joining the Tom Labrum 
| ad agency as head of publicity de- 
| partment. 
| Benedict Gimbel, Jr.. WIP prexy, 
| appointed ‘ead of program commit- 
| tee for annual 
for the Blind. 


gram director, 





Wife,” finally got a break. Some of | 


and, for that purpose the city put | 


| Hollywood 


Jack Elliott laid up with fiu. 
Eddie Hall divorced by default. 
Jules Levey heading east soon. 
Jack Cartwright laid up with flu, 

_Joan Blondell to Florida on vaca- 
tion. 

Andrea King celebrated a birth- 
day. 

Carl Leserman bedded with strep 

‘throat. 

Ann Todd returned to work after 

a week out with flu. 

Frank Capra pulled in from New 

York. 


Kitty Carlisle (Mrs. Moss Hart) 
OK after losing their baby prema- 
turely. 

Ida Lupino sunning at Palm 
Springs 

Sam Goldwyn on siesta at Palm 
Springs 

Lana Turner vacationing in Mex- 
ico City 

Don Martin out of danger after 
spinal surgery 

Sidney (‘British showman) Berne 


stein here indef. 

Marguerite Campbell 
William Marshall. 

Billy De Wolfe back in town w 
a Florida sunburn, 

Milton Sperling returned from his 
Sun Valley vacation. 

Spencer Tracy sunning at the Rac- 
quet Club, Las Vegas. 

Eddie Cantor cut a cake to cele- 
brate his 55th birthday. 

Reno Browne bought Tay Garnett’s 
home in Laurel Canyon. 

Joe (Univrsal) Seidelman 
Springing it with the Mrs 

Lee Garmes reiurned to 
a siege of food poisoning. 

Lawrence Lipton filed 
divorce against Craig Rice. 

June Harris returned to 
mount after serious illness. 

Maurice Bergman wearing a cast, 
| following an injury to his hip. 

Harry Lichtig celebrated his 28th 
anniversary as a Hollywood agent 

Al Ritz left for Miami to join his 
brothers, Harry and Jimmy. 
| Byron Price addressed the Har- 


divorced 


ith 


. 
Palm 

1 se r 
WULKRK @itta 
for 


sult 


Para- 


| vard Club of Southern California, 


Happi- | 


| Hermes 


| films, 


Government’s plan to ii troduce a |, 


George Bagnall returned from 
| United Artists huddles in New York. 
Jack Pierce resigned as makeup 
director for Universal-International. 
Cliff Nazarro observed another 
birthday but wouldn’t tell which @re 
Chris Georgas, Canadian @xhil. at 
Paramount to see how pix are mace. 


Ann Sothern celebrated a ,irth- 
day on the “Indian Summer} Set at 
RKO. . 


Alan Carney checked~<igto town 
after a swing of perso! appear- 
ances, ” : 

Herbert a. Yates re arned to his 
Republic desk after buf!N¢ss in New 
York. 

Irene Brooks, nitery(Singer, back 
to Hollywood home aftty six months 
touring 

Edward J. Kelly, C 
vacationing with Bry 
Springs. 

Bill Hendricks in fym the Pacific 

to join the varners studio 
flackery ; 

George Brent readging his yacht, 
South Wind, for th¢ annual race to 
Honolulu. 

David Lipton retu(ned from Uni- 
versal-International ‘conferences in 
New York. > 

Ethel Barrymore ming to London 
in two weeks to starin “The Glass 
Menagerie.” 

Pan to Mexico City to 
handle dance sequerge for “Captain 
from Castile.” 

Eddie Dean on a pérso’ @) appear- 
ance tour of Georgia,  #&inia and 
the Carolinas. ; 

Errol Flynn, currently yachting 
hither and yon, bought 1,000 acres in 
South America. 

Elmo Lincoln, strong man of silent 
inked by Pine-Thomas for 
“Albuquerque.” : 

Linda Christian aired to Mexico 
City on the first leg of a South 
American tour. 

Luis Guillermo Villegas Blanco, 
Venezuelan film producer, gandering 
Hollywood studios. 

Oren Roberts returned to Buenos 
Aires after buying photographic 
equipment in Hollywood. 

Bonita Granville and Jack D. 
Wrather, Jr., slated to be married 
today (Wed.) in Beverly Hills. 

William Stelling checked in at 
20th-Fox for his first actor chore 
since his release from the Army. 

Nate Blumberg bedded with peni- 
|cillin poisoning following attack of 
hives, result of a letdown following 
the marriage of daughter Dodo to 
Stanley Meyers. 

Irving Lazar, Eagle-Lion veepee, 
among the victims of the wave of 
sandstorms which literally takes the 
Duco job off any car caught in the 
miniature monsoons. 

Igor training a new terp partner 

lsince Igor & Tanya’s femme half 
hurt her ankle. The new “Tanva” 
jis a chorister from the Florentine 
/|Gardens line where the dance team 
lis working. 
The Hal Hornes domiciled in the 
| Bevhills apt. house owned by Sam E. 
|Morris, occupying the latter's per- 
sonal duplex while “This Side of In- 
inocence” (Story Productions) is be- 
ling readied for early production via 
|\UA release. 

Henry Ginsberg, Paramount pro- 
\duction boss, couldn't personally 
igreet the visiting Par toppers be- 
|cause of the shock when his favorite 
nephew, 31-year-old Larry Ginsberg 
| (& Mulchahy, local publicists) died 


r . 
30's Mavor, 
oy at Palm 


ZONE 


performance daily, at the Gartenbau | 


Educational Week |suddenly. He was a victim of virus 


pneumonia. 
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